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SEAN FEAGAN
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The government of Alberta has adjusted some finan-
cial rules regarding rural physicians and their practices, 
in what some local doctors are describing as a walk-
back from changes announced earlier this year.

In February, the provincial government announced 
changes to its physician funding framework outlining 
how and at what rate physicians are paid for their ser-
vices. After hearing concerns about how some of these 
changes could affect rural healthcare, the province ad-
justed some aspects of the framework, said Tyler Shan-
dro, Minister of Health, in an announcement made on 
April 24.

“Over the last several weeks, discussions with rural 
caucus and rural physicians have made it clear that 
there are unique challenges to recruiting and retaining 
physicians in communities outside of Alberta’s major 
cities,” said Shandro. “These changes recognize that dif-
ference and will significantly improve access to health 
care for patients in rural communities.”

As part of the funding changes announced in Feb-
ruary, the provincial government said physicians will 
no longer be able to bill overhead costs for work per-
formed at AHS facilities. However, the government has 
now said rural physicians will be exempted permanent-
ly from any changes, and that these changes are paused 
and under review for urban physicians.

The provincial government also is freezing the med-
ical liability deductible to $1,000 after previously pro-
posing cuts to the associated Medical Liability Reim-
bursement program, is increasing hourly rates for 
on-call services, and will spend about $81 million for 
programs for rural physician recruitment and retention.

Also affected is how rural physicians are paid under 
its Rural and Remote Northern Program (RRNP), which 
provides additional funding for doctors living and 
working outside Alberta’s major population centres.

By announcing these changes, the provincial govern-
ment is trying to rebrand a “partial rollback” as “being 
very generous for rural Albertans,” said Dr. Joni Mc-
Neely who has practiced family medicine in Gleichen 
for the past 28 years. “But that rebranding is a little bit 
sour, because they are more or less giving back what 
they have taken away.”

Still, the adjustments will result in better outcomes in 
rural healthcare, said Dr. Allison Clarke, the immediate 
past president of the Alberta Medical Association, who 
has practiced as a family doctor at Strathmore’s Valley 
Medical Clinic for the past 22 years.

Continued on Page 4

Province adjusts rural 
physician funding

Adelle Ellis Photo

The Strathmore Golf Club opened on May 2 to fully booked tee times after the pro-
vincial government announced their plans to reopen Alberta. Peggy McLean enjoyed 
her first tee time of the season with some friends on May 5. 

Golfing is a go

COVID-19 Update
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0 Deaths
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ADELLE ELLIS 
Times Reporter

It was a weekend full of sun, fun and some 
great pro rodeo and chuckwagon action at the 
2019 Strathmore Stampede from Aug. 2 to 5. 

The fair-weathered weekend brought in thou-
sands of visitors to Strathmore over the long 
weekend. According to Ryan Schmidt, general 
manager of the Strathmore and District Agri-
cultural Society, attendance was up 25 per cent 
over 2018 with an estimated 40,000 patrons 
coming through the gates and 26,000 tickets 
sold. 

“It was a fantastic weekend. We had great at-
tendances, the volunteers were wonderful and 
smiling, and the number one thing that we did 
hear was how hospitable of a treatment that 
attendees got and just how well everybody was 
treated,” said Schmidt. “I think all the specta-
tors and attendees had a great time.” 

The four days of pro rodeo and chuckwag-
on action paired up well with other Stampede 
events including the annual parade, several 
barbecue and breakfast events, a tradeshow, 
the return of the midway and games, Running 
with the Bulls, Running with the Rams, enter-
tainment on the Freeman AV Heritage Stage, 
the lip sync contest, live music, lots of food and 
beverages, the cowboy cabaret, the RCMP Mu-
sical Ride, fireworks and much more. 

Over 400 volunteers volunteered their time 
throughout the weekend to help run everything.

“These (volunteers) are all people from 
Strathmore and farms around the area so it’s 
just a really great way to draw members of the 
community together and rally around some-
thing as special as the Strathmore Stampede,” 
said Schmidt. “The mood was just ecstatic with 
how the weekend was and it was really nice to 
see everybody draw together in support of our 
community’s biggest event.”

The Strathmore Stampede holds a strong eco-
nomic impact for the community as it brings in 
an estimated trickle-down economic benefit of 
$1.5 million for the town and businesses. This 
year, sponsorship for the Strathmore Stampede 
was also up 25 per cent, something the ag so-
ciety said it is appreciative of as it also helps to 
create a successful event. 

Strathmore Stampede 
a success

Adelle Ellis, Veronica Heinen, 
Miriam Ostermann & Doug Taylor Photos
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ADELLE ELLIS
Times Reporter

Thousands of people attended the fes-
tivities of Rogers Hometown Hockey in 
Strathmore Dec. 21-22.

The weekend began with the Downtown 
Strathmore Hometown Hockey Kickoff Par-
ty followed by a full lineup of fun and ac-
tion throughout the two days at the Home-
town Hockey Festival.

The festivities ended with a viewing of 
the Calgary Flames versus Dallas Stars NHL 
game, hosted live on location by Sportsnet 
broadcasters Ron MacLean and Tara Slone. 

“The combination of hockey and sto-
rytelling really appealed to me … It’s all 

about people,” said Slone. “When it comes 
down to it and what separates us from oth-
er hockey broadcasts is we’re telling sto-
ries. We’re telling stories of the people in 
the game, behind the game, volunteers and 
parents, and what it means to communities 
across Canada.”

Slone spent three full days in the commu-
nity listening to stories and doing meet and 
greets before sharing Strathmore’s hockey 
story on national television. 

Some feature events of the weekend in-
cluded the downtown kickoff party with a 
hockey skills demonstration, s’mores com-
petition, free pancake breakfast and free 
hamburger lunch. A Paint the Town Red 
competition, hosted by the Strathmore and 

District Chamber of Commerce, was won 
by Strathmore Pawn Collectables.

Rogers Hometown Hockey Festival at 
the Strathmore Family Centre included live 
music, autograph signing sessions, games, 
shows, live book readings, trivia, an inter-
mission chat, a parade of champions featur-
ing local hockey teams, a pre-game show 
hosted by MacLean and Slone and a live 
showing of the NHL game on Dec. 22.

The Town of Strathmore also hosted a 
charity hockey game on Dec. 21 featuring 
local emergency services playing against 
local minor hockey and ringette teams to 
raise cash and food donations for JumpStart 
and the Wheatland County Food Bank. 

Continued on Page 2

Hometown Hockey wins in Strathmore
Doug Taylor Photo

Rogers Hometown Hockey made a stop in Strathmore on Dec. 21-22 for a weekend packed with hockey fun leading up to a live outdoor viewing of the 
NHL game on Dec. 22. A thank you presentation was made to the Town of Strathmore with officials from Hometown Hockey, the Town of Strathmore, 
the County of Wheatland and local government representatives in attendance for the presentation on Dec. 22 at the Strathmore Family Centre. For more 
event coverage see Page 8.

Hometown Hockey stops in Strathmore
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With no coordinator in place for the 2019 
Strathmore Terry Fox Run, the Town of 
Strathmore has stepped up to organize the 
run this September, ensuring its continua-
tion in Strathmore for another year. 

The run, which has been held in 
Strathmore every year since 1997 and has 
raised a total of $63,000 towards cancer 
research, has traditionally been organized 
by an individual in Strathmore who, due 
to medical reasons, was unable to continue 
planning the run this year. 

Although organizing the Terry Fox Run is 
not in the town’s mandate, nor was it budg-
eted for in 2019, upon being contacted by 
the Terry Fox Foundation, council passed 
along information to the chief administra-
tive officer to look at the possibility of the 
town organizing the event with a little over 
a month to go. 

“The idea of not having a Terry Fox Run 
here in town was really not an option,” said 
Mark Pretzlaff, manager of recreation and 
culture with the Town of Strathmore, who 
will be working on organizing the event 
along with Lauren McGougan, culture and 
events coordinator with the town. “Because 
of the importance of the cause and the sig-
nificance and the council support we elect-
ed to take it on.” 

Pretzlaff said he believes the importance 
of the Terry Fox Run in the community will 
mean no shortage of volunteers from the 
town stepping up to help coordinate the 
run. He expects participation as well from 
town councillors, either by participating in 
the race or by helping in volunteer roles. 

The Town of Strathmore is a natural fit 
to help put on the event that draws over 
100 runners each year as they have worked 
with coordinators in the past regarding the 
logistics of the event. All promotional ma-
terial and any guidance needed is provided 
by the Terry Fox Foundation. Even though 
the race is scheduled a little over a month 
away, Pretzlaff said he feels they are right 
on schedule. 

Continued on Page 6

Town saves 
Terry Fox Run

Miriam Ostermann Photo

Barrel racing was part of the annual Gleichen Rodeo on Aug. 9-11. For more photos of the event 
see Page 15.

Rodeo action
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SEAN FEAGAN
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Changes to the provincial physician funding framework 
has some Strathmore-area doctors worried about the finan-
cial stability of their practices and their ability to provide 
care to complex patients.

On Feb. 20, the government of Alberta announced a new 
physician funding framework for the province will come 
into effect on April 1, 2020. The changes were made to pre-
vent $2 billion of cost overruns resulting from physician 
compensation, while maintaining the current funding level 
of $5.4 billion per year, said Tyler Shandro, the province’s 
minister of health, in a published statement.

“If left unaddressed, these costs would impede efforts 
to reduce surgical wait times, improve mental health and 
addiction services, and expand the number of continuing 
care beds,” he stated. “The new framework announced to-
day will prevent cost overruns, allow our province to im-
prove services for patients, and still ensure that Alberta’s 
doctors are amongst the highest paid physicians in all of 
Canada.”

The province terminated the existing master agreement 
between the province and Alberta physicians, which was 
scheduled to expire after March 31, after negotiations 
between the two groups that started in November 2019 
stalled. Included in the new funding framework are 11 
consultation proposals to the province’s physician fee 
schedule, which affect how doctors bill for services provid-
ed to patients under the provincial fee-for-service model.

By terminating the existing master agreement, the pro-
vincial government has unilaterally imposed a new fee 
schedule without incorporating the perspectives of physi-
cians, said Dr. Alison Clarke, the immediate past president 
of the Alberta Medical Association, who has practiced as a 
family doctor at Strathmore’s Valley Medical Clinic for the 
past 22 years.

“Tearing up the contract – that’s unprecedented,” she 
said. “Why would you not want to work with the one group 
in healthcare that can actually do something different next 
week to provide care differently to patients?”

The changes could adversely impact Strathmore’s prima-
ry care networks, said Clarke.

One of the changes to the fee system is a reduction of 
the “complex modifier,” an additional fee physicians can 
charge if an appointment’s duration exceeds 14 minutes, 
from $18 to $9. The fee will be returned to its current 
amount on April 1, 2021, but only for appointments that 
exceed 24 minutes.

Continued on Page 4

New physician funding 
framework concerns
local doctors

Doug Taylor Photo

Despite suffering a close 3-2 defeat in their last regular season home game 
versus the Taber Golden Suns on Feb. 28, the Wheatland Chiefs are gearing 
up for the SCAHL South Conference Championship tournament March 5-8 in 
Medicine Hat. The local double-A midget team finished the season with a 17-
12-5 record and enter the playoff tournament as the second seed. The winners 
of the south and north conference will battle for the league title and a berth in 
provincials. Meanwhile in peewee double-A action, the Wheatland Braves will 
host the South Conference Championship March 5-8 at the Strathmore Family 
Centre.

Playoff tournament bound!

MARCH 8
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Times Contributor

Most crime in Strathmore and surrounding 
areas is down, according to statistics provid-
ed by RCMP to Strathmore town council on 
Oct. 2.

Strathmore RCMP Staff Sergeant Sukh 
Randhawa said that during the second quar-
ter of 2019, RCMP received 114 calls regard-
ing property crimes, demonstrating a 35 
per cent decline over the five-year average, 
and calls relating to criminal offences were 
down 17 per cent over the year and 23 per 
cent over the five-year average. 

“Second quarter stats were, overall, very 
positive for April, May and June 2019. Per-
sonal crimes were down by 16 per cent 
from last year and overall down 37 per cent 
over the five-year average,” added Randha-
wa. “For the property crime, which includes 
break and enters, theft over $5,000, theft 
from motor vehicles and possession of sto-
len property, (reported incidents) all trend-
ed downwards for quarter two, as compared 
to last year.” 

While the year-over-year trend for all prop-
erty crime is down, including break and en-
ter by 29 per cent, the year-to-date average 
for break and enter in the second quarter 
increased by 38 per cent. Break and enters 
include businesses and property where no 
one is present during the break in, such as a 
detached garage or a business break-in after 
hours. The third quarter shows these num-
bers going downward again.

The third quarter report, covering July, Au-
gust and September, shows a similar trend 
of fewer reports of property crime. Reports 
of drug crime, including possession with in-
tent to traffic, have decreased over 70 per 
cent from last year and over 80 per cent on 
the five-year average. The large decrease is 
mostly due to the legalization of cannabis. 

Personal crime did show an increase from 
last year’s third quarter by five per cent, but 
is still showing a decline of two per cent on 
the five-year average. 

Continued on Page 7

Strathmore 
crime on 
downward trend
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Strathmore Municipal Library clerk Catherine Taylor (l-r) helped Katt Mogk find the perfect cos-
tume during the library’s sixth annual Halloween Costume Exchange on Oct. 4. 

Costume Exchange at Library
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¾ page	 7.75”w x 15.25”h	 $594.74

Full Page	 10.25”w x 15.5”h	 $793.00

Banner
10.25” x 2”	 $104.00
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Inches	 Columns
	 1c - 1.13”	 2c - 2.45”	 3c - 3.75”	 4c - 5”	 5c - 6.35”	 6c - 7.5”	 7c - 9”	 8c - 10.25”

	 1”	 $6.50	 $13.00	 $19.50	 $26.00	 $32.50	 $39.00	 45.50	 $52.00

	 2”	 $13.00	 $26.00	 $39.00	 $52.00	 $65.00	 $78.00	 $91.00	 $104.00

	 3”	 $19.50	 $39.00	 $58.50	 $78.00	 $97.50	 $117.00	 $136.50	 $156.00

	 4”	 $26.00	 $52.00	 $78.00	 $104.00	 $130.00	 $156.00	 $182.00	 $208.00

	 5”	 $32.50	 $65.00	 $97.50	 $130.00	 $162.50	 $195.00	 $227.50	 $260.00

	 6”	 $39.00	 $78.00	 $117.00	 $156.00	 $195.00	 $234.00	 $273.00	 $312.00

	 7”	 $45.50	 $91.00	 $136.50	 $182.00	 $227.50	 $273.00	 $318.50	 $364.00

	 8”	 $52.00	 $104.00	 $156.00	 $208.00	 $260.00	 $312.00	 $364.00	 $416.00

	 9”	 $58.50	 $117.00	 $175.50	 $234.00	 $292.50	 $351.00	 $409.50	 $468.00

	 10”	 $65.00	 $130.00	 $195.00	 $260.00	 $325.00	 $390.00	 $455.00	 $520.00

	 11”	 $71.50	 $143.00	 $214.50	 $286.00	 $357.50	 $429.00	 $500.50	 $572.00

	 12”	 $78.00	 $156.00	 $234.00	 $312.00	 $390.00	 $468.00	 $546.00	 $624.00

	 13”	 $84.50	 $169.00	 $253.50	 $338.00	 $422.50	 $507.00	 $591.50	 $676.00

	 14”	 $91.00	 $182.00	 $273.00	 $364.00	 $455.00	 $546.00	 $637.00	 $728.00

	 15”	 $97.50	 $195.00	 $292.50	 $390.00	 $487.50	 $585.00	 $682.50	 $780.00

	 15.25”	 $99.13	 $198.25	 $297.38	 $396.50	 $495.63	 $594.75	 $693.88	 $793.00
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STRATHMORE

OPEN DESIGN 
FIREPLACE- WALKOUT

3 BEDROOMS 
3 BATHROOMS – FAMILY RM

$239,900

RENTING ?? WHY ??
3 BEDROOMS 

DOUBLE ATTACHED 
GARAGE

$179,900

LARGE YARD – 3 BED-
ROOMS – HARDWOODS

DETACHED GARAGE

$139,900

IMMACULATE ! 
MOVE IN READY !!

UPGRADES THROUGHOUT
ATTACHED GARAGE

$247,700

NONIE HALL AGENT

403-934-0420
nonie.hall@shaw.ca

104 - 3rd Avenue, 
Strathmore
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Offering IV Sedation
Dr. Ashkan Hamzehi DDS

Dr. Arzy Kafrouny DDS
Dr. Sharif Faizi DMD

General Practice Family Dentistry
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Kings play 3 in 3 days

Zegil Automotive & Machining offers 
Engine Rebuilds  • Head Re-Surfacing

Flywheel Re-Surfacing
And Much More

For all your Engine & Machining needs give 
Zegil Engine & Machining a call 403-542-3341
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Aleman

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated
587-316-2000   www.the-reps.ca

NONIE HALL 
AGENT

403-934-0420   
nonie.hall@shaw.ca
104 - 3rd Avenue, Strathmore

DEIRDRE MITCHELL-MACLEAN
Times Contributor

On Nov. 9, during a speech at the Manning 
Centre’s What’s Next? conference, Premier Ja-
son Kenney announced the creation of its fifth 
panel this year: the Fair Deal Panel. 

Panel members include former Reform Par-
ty leader Preston Manning, former Progressive 
Conservative MLA Donna Kennedy-Glans, for-
mer Alberta Innovates CEO Stephen Lougheed, 
Oryssia Lennie, former Alberta Regional Chief 
of the Assembly of First Nations Jason Good-
striker, University of Alberta Associate Law Pro-
fessor Dr. Moin Yahya, and current UCP MLAs 
Drew Barnes (Cypress-Medicine Hat), Miranda 
Rosin (Banff-Kananaskis) and Tany Yao (Fort 
McMurray-Wood Buffalo). 

“Alberta has been by far the biggest contrib-
uting province to Canada in recent decades, 
and a huge engine for jobs and growth,” Ken-
ney said. 

Similar to Wheatland County Councillor Ja-
son Wilson’s proposal of Alberta First policies, 
the Fair Deal Panel will consider the benefits, 
and hopefully the costs, of Alberta collecting 
and distributing its own federal taxes, changing 
to an Alberta Pension Plan, creating a provin-
cial police force, and requiring municipalities 
to have provincial approval before entering 
into contracts with the federal government.

“I want to thank Jason Kenney for moving to 
assert itself in Confederation,” said Wilson, “but 
there still needs to be action on provincial im-
migration and senate reform. I will continue to 
push for a referendum on equalization reform 
sooner than Oct. 18, 2021.” 

Alberta, whose median personal income is 
the highest in the country at $70,300 (2017), is 
a larger contributor through personal income 
tax, but has fallen recently in exports, which 
are a large portion of the province’s contribu-
tion to Canada’s GDP. Ontario is the largest net 
contributor of exports with Quebec surpassing 
Alberta in 2017. Alberta’s exports (all indus-
tries) were highest in 2014.

Continued on Page 4

Premier announces 
Fair Deal Panel 
with a $650,000 
price tag

Martin Eisbrenner Photo

Hundreds of people gathered at the Strathmore Civic Centre on Remembrance Day Nov. 
11 for the traditional ceremony that included speeches, pinning of poppies to a cenotaph, a 
wreath laying ceremony and two minutes of silence. F/Sgt. Jarred Eisbrenner sets wreaths 
aside during the Laying of the Wreaths. See Page 3 for more coverage.

We Remember
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JANUARY 
- Minor Hockey Week

FEBRUARY 
- Financial

MARCH 
- Bridal
- Agriculture Magazine

APRIL 
- National Volunteer Week

MAY 
- Lawn and Garden

JUNE 
- Graduation

JULY 
- Strathmore Stampede Magazine

AUGUST 
- Back to School

SEPTEMBER 
- Fall Home Improvement

OCTOBER 
- Small Business Week

NOVEMBER 
- Remembrance Day
- Gift Guide

DECEMBER 
- Christmas Greetings

2017/2018
Town Brochure 
Magazine
Publish Date 
- November 1, 2017
Deadline 
- October 11, 2017

A Special Supplement To the Strathmore Times

C a t e r i n g

P h o t o g r a p h y

R e c e p t i o n s

W i n e

G i f t s

T r a v e l

B e a u t y

I n v i t a t i o n s

&  M u c h  M o r e

Vows2017
TIMESTIMESSTRATHMORE

A Salute to the Hands that Feed Us TIMESTIMESSTRATHMORE

AgFocus STRATHMORE TIMES
March 2020
A Special Supplement to

town of

strathmore
 r e m e m b e r i n g  1 0 0  y e a r s

T  403.934.3133        F  403.934.4713        strathmore.ca
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Frequency		  Weekly 
Publication Day	 Friday		
ROP format		  8C tabloid
page depth		  15.25 inches 
		  (213 lines) 
Circulation 
     Total Controlled Circulation	 11,503
     Audit Basis:		  CMCA 
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Rates
ROP open rate per column inch $6.50
Colour rate per column inch $1
Position charge 0.20% of ad cost
Net FSI rate charge (CPM)	$165.00
*ROP  specifications
1C - 1.13”		
2C - 2.45”	
3C - 3.75”	
4C - 5.0”		
5C - 6.35”
6C - 7.5”
7C - 9.0”
8C - 10.25”

Demographics
Total Population
Males		  12,332
Females		  12,129

Total households
with children		  2,840
without children 	 2,020
person/household	 2.9

*Household income
average		  $75,668
percent over $60k	 56%
percent over $100k	24%

*Education
none		  19%
other		  81%	
high school		  28%
trades		  15%
college		  24%
university		  15%

*Labour force top industries	
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting	14%
Construction					     10%
Retail trade					     10%
Transportation and Warehousing 		 7%
Manufacturing				    7%

*Average household spending/yr
Mortgage payments		 $4,876
Cell and internet		  $570
Home renovations		  $2,922
RRSP’s			   $1,852
Lotteries			   $143
Health insurance		  $344
Appliances			   $373
Furnishings			   $859
Computer Hardware	 $356
Auto/truck purchase	 $3,031
Auto/truck lease		  $804
Air travel			   $364

*Agriculture
total number of farms	 702
livestock farms		  21
oilseed farms			  27
wheat farms			   112
farms using internet		 310

Distribution Footprint
Newspaper circulation area “footprint” containing 
communities where a minimum penetration level is achieved. 
Communities delivered to by this newspaper distribution.
Provincial/National Park or First Nations Reserve.
Canada Post forward sortation area (FSA) boundary.
Major and minor roads.
Footprint details
Total population:		  25155	
Total dwellings:		  8275	

Circulation
Audit date:			   Annual
Audit basis:			   CMCA Free
Controlled circulation:	 11,500
Total circulation:		  11,500	

Communities (Top 22)
Strathmore			   7,258	
Langdon			   1,864	
Carseland			   500
Standard			   446
Rockyford			   427
Cluny			   287
Gleichen			   220
Hussar			   218
Arrowwood			   115
Lyalta			   81
Chestermere Lake		  25

 

J A N U A R Y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0

VOLUME 12  ISSUE 5
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WALKOUT BASEMENT
FIREPLACE

FULLY FINISHED
IDEAL LOCATION

$239,900

DETACHED GARAGE 
LARGE LOT

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
3 BEDROOMS

$129,900

 FIREPLACE - OPEN DESIGN 
BACKING ONTO GREEN

3 BATHROOMS
3 BEDROOMS

$234,900

FULLY FINISHED 
HOME

3 ACRES WITH A VIEW

$440,000
PRICE REDUCEDPRICE REDUCED

NONIE NONIE HALL HALL AGENTAGENT

403-934-0420403-934-0420
nonie.hall@shaw.canonie.hall@shaw.ca

104 - 3rd Avenue, 
Strathmore
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100 Ranch Market, Unit 105F100 Ranch Market, Unit 105F
Strathmore, AB  403.934.5292Strathmore, AB  403.934.5292

www.theranchdentalcentre.comwww.theranchdentalcentre.com

Offering IV Sedation
Dr. Ashkan Hamzehi DDS

Dr. Sharif Faizi DMD
Dr. Simarjyot Randhawa BDS
General Practice Family Dentistry
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Big win for Storm

Harold Zegil

Zegil 
Automotive 

& Transmission
403-542-3341  403-902-0654

133 Orchard Way, Strathmore, AB  |  hzegil@yahoo.com

Transmissions,  Engines,  Wheel Alignments,
Custom Exhaust,  Air-Conditioning,  Oil Changes, 

Tires,  Brakes,  Differentials,  Inspections, 
Machine Rotors & Drums, Out of Province Inspections

TIMESTIMESLocally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

403-561-0037

Selling 
Your Home

My Commission

Flat Fee
Kevin Baldwin Realtor Real Estate Professionals Inc.

Carey 
Rose

Hayley 
Poirier

Michelle 
Eldjarnson

Christa
Aleman

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated
587-316-2000   www.the-reps.ca

La Shaun Andrews 
403-850-4593 

Lashaun@
heartandsoldyyc.com 

Ashlee Samaska 
403-990-4962 

Ashlee@
heartandsoldyyc.comThe Mother 

Daughter team 

that Treats you 

like Family!

Happy New Year

JANET KANTERS
Times Editor

Local emergency response groups and the Canadi-
an Red Cross are actively seeking volunteers to assist 
with critical emergency responses in Strathmore and 
Wheatland County.

On Feb. 6, a Canadian Red Cross emergency man-
agement volunteer information session is being held 
in Strathmore.

According to Jag Dhawan, emergency management 
coordinator with the Canadian Red Cross, emergency 
services want to step up the recruitment of trained 
volunteers.

“The Town of Strathmore as well as a representa-
tive from Wheatland County and Canadian Red Cross 
came together around the table to brainstorm, that in 
the event of a large-scale disaster, an example would 
be a snowstorm blocking the highway where servic-
es cannot be deployed from outside the region, how 
we can focus on building trained volunteer capacity 
within the region,” said Dhawan.

The Canadian Red Cross along with local authori-
ties work together to train and guide volunteers on 
how to safely provide vital services to people affect-
ed by an emergency or a disaster – either large or 
small.

“There are many community members who want 
to step up; they have time, they have the desire. This 
information session is an opportunity to give them 
that path, and the resources and tools,” said Dhawan.

In an emergency, the Canadian Red Cross directly 
collaborates with the municipal emergency agencies, 
such as the fire department which is the agency first 
on the scene. “They (fire department) know what 
families are going through and they call the Red 
Cross,” noted Dhawan. “From there, we activate our 
trained volunteers in that region so they can go to 
the scene and help families.”

In the Strathmore area, “we are formally working 
with Strathmore Victim Services, the fire department 
and Family and Community Support Services – all 
the key partners are at the table working directly 
hand in hand with the Canadian Red Cross to help 
build that capacity.”

The purpose of the information session on Feb. 
6 is to inform the community on how community 
members can be trained as emergency volunteers. 
The training is free.

Continued on Page 4

Emergency 
management 
volunteers sought

Doug Taylor Photo

The George Freeman School (GFS) Falcons boys’ and girls’ basketball teams squared 
off against Trinity Christian Academy to kick off the GFS B boys’ and girls’ tournaments 
on Jan. 24-25. Sixteen teams took part in the tournament at George Freeman School. 
A team from Brooks won the B boys division and Okotoks won the B girls division.

Tourney time
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STRATHMORE

WALKOUT BASEMENT
FIREPLACE

FULLY FINISHED
IDEAL LOCATION

$239,900

LARGE CORNER LOT
DETACHED GARAGE
HARDWOOD FLOORS 
UPGRADED KITCHEN

$139,900

WOW !!! UPGRADES 
THROUGHOUT

FULLY DEVELOPED
OPEN DESIGN

MOVE IN READY !!!

$247,700

BACKING ONTO 
SMALL PARK

OPEN DESIGN WITH
 FIREPLACE

3 BATHROOMS
3 BEDROOMS

$234,900

3 LARGE BEDROOMS 
DOUBLE ATTACHED 

GARAGE
FIREPLACE

 OPEN DESIGN

$179,900

3 ACRES WITH A VIEW
FULLY FINISHED 

HOME
LOCATION PLUS

$440,000

JUST LISTED
JUST LISTED

NONIE NONIE HALL HALL AGENTAGENT

403-934-0420403-934-0420
nonie.hall@shaw.canonie.hall@shaw.ca

104 - 3rd Avenue, 
Strathmore
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100 Ranch Market, Unit 105F
Strathmore, AB  403.934.5292

www.theranchdentalcentre.com

Offering IV Sedation
Dr. Ashkan Hamzehi DDS

Dr. Arzy Kafrouny DDS
Dr. Sharif Faizi DMD

General Practice Family Dentistry

Flying start

Page  13      

Kings learning lesson

Zegil Automotive & Machining offers 
Engine Rebuilds  • Head Re-Surfacing

Flywheel Re-Surfacing
And Much More

For all your Engine & Machining needs give 
Zegil Engine & Machining a call 403-542-3341

TIMESTIMESLocally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated
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La Shaun Andrews 
403-850-4593 
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Ashlee Samaska 
403-990-4962 

Ashlee@
heartandsoldyyc.com

The Mother 

Daughter team 

that Treats you 

like Family!

DEIRDRE MITCHELL-MACLEAN
Times Contributor

Wheatland County residents will have an op-
portunity to provide feedback to county council 
about the county’s “Alberta First” resolution.

At the county’s last regular council meeting, 
county Councillor Jason Wilson proposed an 
amendment to the timeline of the resolution, 
adopted in principle on Nov. 6.

Wilson is hoping to be able to table the res-
olution for a vote at the Rural Municipalities of 
Alberta (RMA) zone meeting in January. 

The resolution asks that the government of 
Alberta act on the following recommendations: 
withdraw from the Canada Pension Plan and 
create an Alberta Pension Plan offering the 
same benefits at lower cost while giving Alber-
ta control over the investment fund; collect its 
own revenue from personal income tax, as the 
province already does for corporate income tax; 
use Section 88 of the Supreme Court’s decision 
in the Quebec Secession Reference to remove 
equalization from the Canadian Constitution; 
use Section 88 of the Supreme Court’s decision 
in the Quebec Secession Reference to demand 
Senate reform; start preparing to replace the 
RCMP as the provincial police force; and, the 
Province of Alberta enter into an agreement 
with the federal government, similar to the Can-
ada-Quebec Accord, allowing Alberta to oversee 
its own immigration that depicts the regional, 
cultural and economic needs of the province.

The resolution goes on to state that “if the 
federal government does not deal with these 
demands in good faith; if they block, hinder, or 
otherwise prevent Alberta from exercising its 
rights as outlined above, that the government 
of Alberta will hold a referendum with a ‘clear 
question,’ as defined by the Clarity Act, on the 
secession of Alberta from the Canadian Confed-
eration during the 31st Alberta General Election 
in 2023.”

Wheatland County Councillor Ben Armstrong 
was not ready to accept the resolution while it 
suggested a potential separation from Canada. 

Continued on Page 4

County council 
seeks feedback 
before Alberta First 
Resolution vote

Doug Taylor Photo

The Strathmore Ice Storm U14C ringette team suffered their first loss of the season to Indus 
on Dec. 7 at the Strathmore Family Centre. The Ice Storm will now prepare to host the BV1 
Phantoms on Dec. 14 (5:45 p.m.) at the Strathmore Family Centre.

Ice falls
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STRATHMORE

3 BED. 3 BATH
FULLY FINISHED

WALK-OUT BASEMENT

$239,900

SINGLE FAMILY HOME
W/LARGE LOT
DET. GARAGE

$125,000

OPEN CONCEPT 
WALK-OUT BASEMENT

BACKING ONTO 
GREENSPACE

$234,900

3 ACRES 
IDEALLY LOCATED
FULLY FINISHED

$399,900

CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION
DOUBLE DET. GARAGE

VAULTED CEILINGS

$298,800
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Strathmore
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Siksika artifacts
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Ashlee Samaska 
403-990-4962 

Ashlee@
heartandsoldyyc.com

$414,900 C4287948
Immaculate, 

professionally 
designed 2-story home 

w/ a well manicured 
back yard! 

SEAN FEAGAN
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore and District Agricultural Society 
has stated its planned June 6 concert is “unlikely” 
considering COVID-19 but is holding out hope for 
the Strathmore Rodeo.

The COVID-19 public health crisis has put much 
of what the organization does in jeopardy, said chief 
executive officer Ryan Schmidt.

“Almost everything that the ag society does in-
volves gathering groups of people together: rodeos, 
concerts, agricultural events, baseball (and) com-
munity group events at our facilities,” said Schmidt. 
“This means that almost everything we do is no 
longer allowed in this current COVID-19 reality.”

But Schmidt remains optimistic. 
“We are a hopeful and strong organization, and 

plans are in place to relaunch 100 per cent once 
this passes,” said Schmidt. “The whole town and re-
gion are in this together, and we’ll get through it 
together.

“Once it passes, we’ll once again gather to cele-
brate our strong western heritage through the many 
events the ag society puts on.”

The ag society has planned for a June 6 concert, 
featuring Emerson Drive and Aaron Pritchett, in 
what represents, “the first major concert Strathmore 
has hosted in many years,” said Schmidt. “The whole 
region has been pretty excited about it.”

However, proceeding with the concert is “unlike-
ly,” based on advice from Alberta Health Services 
and various levels of government. 

“We are currently working on finding a resched-
uled date for the concert that will be on the other 
side of the crisis,” said Schmidt. “After this challeng-
ing time, we’ll all be wanting something to look for-
ward to.”

All ag society facilities, except for the camp-
ground, are now closed. 

“The campground will remain open as many resi-
dents live there year-round,” said Schmidt.

Regarding the Strathmore Stampede, planned for 
the August long weekend, the ag society is “watch-
ing the implications of COVID-19.

“While at this point we have made no changes 
to Stampede plans, we are developing responses to 
various scenarios,” said Schmidt. “As we learn more 
and get closer to the date, we’ll be in a better posi-
tion to speak to any potential changes to the event.”

Ag society’s June 
concert “unlikely,” 
hopeful for Stampede

Adelle Ellis Photo

As calving season comes to a close for many local farmers, branding season is just 
beginning. Ellis farms branded several one-year-old heifer replacements on Easter 
Sunday to add to their shorthorn mix herd, along with two new bulls. Many local cattle 
producers will be holding calf brandings in the coming weeks.

Easter branding
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Six ad rotation for all web advertising spots.
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Nestled along the heart of the 
TransCanada Highway in Alberta 
is the vibrant community of 
Strathmore – where quality of life is 
a way of life. 

Known as one of Canada’s fastest 
growing communities, Strathmore 
provides the idyllic lifestyle for 
families, with a high-quality 
standard of living.

This community of over 12,500 
boasts spirit, excellent recreation, 
business opportunities and a strong 
education system. Strathmore 
offers all the benefits of living in a 
safe community, but also has the 
advantage of being a community 
just 22 minutes east of Calgary. A 
quick drive down Highway 1, west 
of Strathmore, leads right into one 
of Canada’s largest cities.

Families are provided with all 
sorts of recreational opportunities 
from the Family Centre; which 
boasts Olympic and NHL sized ice 
surfaces, to the Aquatic Centre, 
which includes a kiddie pool, hot 
tub, water slide, multi-purpose 
room and lane pool. Additionally, 
Strathmore has soccer fields, 
baseball diamonds, numerous 
parks and walking paths, a golf 
course within the town, and various 
golf courses in close proximity to 
the town.

Strathmore’s Parks Department 
strives to provide parks, open 
spaces and pathways that 
enrich the leisure needs and 
quality of life for citizens. The 
community endeavours to establish 
playgrounds that are appropriate 
for a wide range of ages and offers 
opportunities for creative fun.

Kinsmen Park is a fantastic spot 
for families to enjoy year-round. 
Located in the downtown core, 
Kinsmen Park has pathways, ice 
skating in the winter, gazebos, 
picnic benches, docks for fishing, 
a playground, washroom facilities 
and a brand new amphitheatre.

A popular destination on a hot 
summer day is the Lions Spray 
Park, located on the south end 
of Kinsmen Park. The spray park 
includes a great variety of colourful 
spray apparatus that are activated 
by touch.

Outdoor enthusiasts will appreciate 
the Ducks Unlimited projects 
and variety of wildlife at many 
ponds and wetlands throughout 
Strathmore. Gray’s Park, located 
on the east side of Wheatland Trail, 
is a great spot for families in all 
seasons. Throughout the winter 
it is a normal sight to see people 
gathering for a game of shinny or 
for a leisurely skate. During the 
warmer months the well used paths 
come to life as people enjoy the 
wildlife, flora and fauna in their 
natural habitats.

Spirit drives this community and 
there are hundreds of opportunities 
to get involved. No matter what 
your interests are, there is 
something for you. 

Volunteers are always welcome 
to participate in major community 
events such as the Canada Day 
celebrations, Heritage Days, 
Relay for Life, and the ever-
popular Celebration of Lights. 
Being involved in these events, or 
those put on by the many schools, 
churches and community service 
groups, brings people together to 

develop lifelong friendships and the 
opportunity to give back.

Strathmore is a bustling community 
with a wide-range of housing 
available. Whether you want to 
be close to downtown, or schools, 
modern residential developments, 
brand new subdivisions, adult 
communities, or townhouses, 
there is plenty to choose from in 
affordable price ranges.
 
Thanks to the East Calgary 
Regional Waterline, Strathmore is 
now being supplied with potable 
water from the City of Calgary. The 
line was finished, successfully 
commissioned and has been in 
service since January 2012. To 
supplement the potable water is 
the new wastewater treatment 
plant, managed by EPCOR. 
Strathmore can now meet the 
water demands of a population of 
more than 30,000 residents.
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