
S E P T E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 6

Local expertise, Local expertise, built on higher expectationsbuilt on higher expectationsLocal expertise, built on higher expectationsthe-reps.ca

112 Lakewood Cres,
Strathmore, AB
MLS® # A2321254

2291 SqFt
2.5
3

New 
Build

1611 SqFt
3
5

1151 Westmount Drive,
Strathmore, AB
MLS® # A2340915

Updated
Bungalow

31a Green Meadow Cres,
Strathmore, AB

No Condo
Fees

MLS® # A2332556

1690 SqFt
2.5
5

FO
R 

SA
LE

587-316-2000587-316-2000      33  587-316-2000   3 x.

KAREN KATHOL 403-934-1353

REDUCED ! 

201 ELSINORE AVENUE
STANDARD, AB
MLS: A2177890

$310,000403.934.1034
dhartell

@telusplanet.net

Dixie Dixie 
HartellHartell

403.934.1353
karenkatholrealtor
@gmail.com

Karen Karen 
KatholKathol  

403.809.8811
bsproule.realtor
@gmail.com

Brenda Brenda 
SprouleSproule  

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

403-934-7120   RoseDigsDirt.com

Excavation  n  Septic Install 
Snow Removal  n  Landscaping 

Gravel Hauling

Personally for You
403.901.8955403.901.8955

Sculptured Nails
Hair Removal Services

MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A new 55-plus rental community with 
nearly 400 townhouses is moving for-
ward on Strathmore’s east side after town 
council approved amendments needed 
for the development.

Council gave second and third reading 
to Bylaw No. 26-11 on Sept. 2 following a 
public hearing on changes to The Prairies 
Area Structure Plan.

The approximately 47-acre site is lo-
cated at the northeast corner of George 
Freeman Trail and Edgeview Road near 
the Strathmore Motor Products Sports 
Centre and George Freeman School.

Nautical Lands Management Corpora-
tion is proposing 398 one and two-bed-
room rental townhouses under its Well-
ings model. The company would retain 
ownership of the residential develop-
ment.

The development is geared toward 
independent adults 55 and older rather 
than operating as a retirement or assist-
ed-living facility.

“We don’t provide any services that 
you would find in a traditional retirement 
home,” Whittington said. “We really cater 
to 55-plus demographic that is still very 
active, both physically and mentally.”

Lawn care and snow removal would 
be handled for residents. A private club-
house would include a fitness area, 
games room, common area and commu-
nal kitchen. Outdoor amenities would 
include pickle ball, shuffleboard and a 
community garden.

The plan also includes approximately 
700 parking spaces. Around 183 units 
would have garages.

One-bedroom units are expected to 
be approximately 700 square feet while 
two-bedroom units would range from 
roughly 900 to 1,000 square feet.

Rent became a focus of council’s ques-
tions.

The monthly rent for a one-bedroom 
would be approximately $2,999 and 
$3,999 for a two-bedroom.

Continued on Page 4

The Strathmore Badgers peewee football team dropped a closely contested 37-33 decision to the 

Stettler Panthers on Sept. 5, in their first home game of the season at the Crowther Memorial Junior 

High School field. The game, the second of a home-and-away series, was decided on the Panthers’ 

final offensive series.

Badgers fall in close battle 

More housing 
options coming

Joe Lepage Photo
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Chantelle de Jonge
MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore
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Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)
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Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)

We service all makes and models without the drive.
Complimentary shuttle service and courtesy vehicles! 

Same day appointments available!

Call us today at 403 934 3334

Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?

New navy league cadet program 
launches in Strathmore
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A new cadet program is getting underway in Strathmore, 
giving younger children another opportunity to build skills, 
meet new people and become involved in their community.

Estates and Large Collections Welcome 
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for 
transportation and verification
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The Navy League of Canada has established a 
branch in Strathmore and is working to establish 
a Navy League Cadet Corps for boys and girls be-
tween the ages of 9-12.

Strathmore Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 
10 President Donovan Arnaud said the idea grew 
from seeing the success of the community’s exis-
ting air cadet program.

“Strathmore has had an air cadet squadron here 
for many, many years. It’s been a very successful 
program,” Arnaud said. “It’s done amazing things 
for the youth of the community.”

With Strathmore continuing to grow and more 
young families calling the community home, Ar-
naud saw an opportunity to offer something dif-
ferent.

“This year I decided that I would like to expand 
that, given the growth of Strathmore and corres-
pondingly, the growth of the number of children 
that are now living here in Strathmore,” he said. 
“So, I thought I would start another cadet move-
ment and so we’re bringing the navy to town.”

Arnaud said the program is “an organization de-
dicated to citizenship, teamwork and just learning 
how to be a young citizen of Canada.”

Recruitment is already underway and interest 
has been strong. As of last week, Arnaud said ap-
proximately 14 children had signed up with room 
available for many more.

The program is also looking for adults who 
would like to get involved. Volunteers can ser-
ve directly with the cadets as officers or become 
part of the Navy League branch that supports the 
corps.

Once the program officially gets underway later 
in September, cadets will meet Monday evenings 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Strathmore Legion.

Registration costs approximately $150 for the 
year, with the money helping offset the cost of 
providing uniforms. 

“Each cadet gets a uniform. A little sailor uni-
form with a hat and a shirt and so on and so for-
th,” Arnaud said. “So, they look the part and all 
this money goes towards that.”

While the program draws on the history and 
traditions of the navy, Arnaud stressed an impor-
tant distinction for parents who may be unfamiliar 
with cadets. 

“It is not a military organization,” he said.
Instead, those traditions provide a foundation 

for teaching young people skills such as team-
work, citizenship and respect.

“In the navy we teach all these young people, 
for example, how to march as a group. Because 
that’s part of teaching teamwork,” Arnaud said. 
“They all learn the traditions of the navy. They all 

learn marks of respect for those in authority over 
them.”

Activities will also introduce cadets to skills 
connected to naval themes, with an emphasis on 
making the experience interesting for young par-
ticipants.

“What we try to do, and what we in fact are very 
successful in doing, is making these things of gre-
at interest to these kids so that they can learn indi-
vidual skills but collectively as well,” Arnaud said.

He compared the philosophy behind cadets to 
other youth programs such as 4-H, where children 
participate in activities while learning broader les-
sons about responsibility and working together.

“The cadets’ organization, army, navy, air force, 
is the same sort of thing,” he said. “They’re spon-
sored by organizations which have that tradition 
in the background, and there’s so many valuable 
things that they can pass on to children and tea-
ching them those values.”

Recruitment will continue after the program be-
gins. Families interested in registering a child and 
adults interested in volunteering can contact the 
Navy League through the Strathmore Legion.

“We’re excited and we’re really looking forward 
to getting this thing off the ground,” Arnaud said.

Future navy cadet Grant MacDonald (10) was eager to sign up 
at the Strathmore Legions’ open house for the new navy cadet 
program beginning this September. Vice President of the Le-
gion, Doug Earnshaw (l-r), Grant MacDonald, Legion President 
Donovan Arnaud and Garrett MacDonald (2), were on hand for 
the open house.

Mellisa Crispin-Piche Photo
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New inclusive playground
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Students returning to Wheatland Elementary 
School last week had something new waiting for 
them outside.

A new inclusive playground has been installed 
at the school with equipment and surfacing de-
signed to make play more accessible for children 
with different mobility needs.

Principal Emily Garrioch said the project grew 
from something students had already been asking 
for and became possible following a successful 
casino fundraiser by the school’s parent advisory 
council.

“Having some more playground equipment was 
something the kids have been advocating for for 
a while, and so when we did so well with our 
casino, we decided to put the money toward the 
playground and then it just kind of rolled from 
there making it more accessible,” Garrioch said.

The playground was funded through money ge-
nerated by the parent council’s casino held last 
fall. The council approved using those funds for 
new playground equipment and Garrioch took 
the lead on moving the project forward.

Accessibility became an important part of the 
planning because the playground serves more 
than just students during school hours. 

“The community uses our playground on the 
weekend as well and we also have students with 
accessibility needs, so we wanted something that 
was more inclusive for them,” Garrioch said.

The new playground includes an accessi-
ble swing and a surface that makes it easier for 
children using wheelchairs or walkers to move 

through the area.
Students and families also had a say in what 

the finished playground would look like. Options 
were shared through the school’s social media 
and students were able to vote on the playground 
they wanted. Families and the school community 
were also involved in choosing its colours.

“The kids and the community and our families 
were able to pick the colours of the playground,” 
Garrioch said.

The equipment was supplied by Blue Imp, 
which offers playground designs that can be 
customized depending on the needs of a school 
or community.

“They have tons of options, and they can do 
all sorts of cool things and have lots of different 
swings and slides and you name it,” Garrioch said. 
“You can kind of customize what you want to fit 
your needs.”

Garrioch said the school had also been in con-
tact with a local inclusive committee that has been 
discussing the need for more accessible recreatio-
nal equipment in Strathmore. The school wanted 
the committee to know about the project because 
the playground is available to the wider commu-
nity outside school hours.

For Garrioch, the goal was ultimately simple: 
give more children a place where they can play 
together.

“We just wanted something that worked for all 
of our students and promoted inclusivity within 
the community and also it was something new 
for our kids to have for the school year,” she said.

The school is also hoping to celebrate the new 
addition with a grand opening during its welcome 
back barbecue.

Water Softeners, Iron Filters & Drinking Water Systems

403-901-5512 

Water Softeners, Iron Filters
& Drinking Water Systems 

Unit D, 
202 Canal Court, 
Strathmore, AB

403.934.6044
prowatersystems

@gmail.com

Strathmore to host Terry Fox Run
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

The annual Terry Fox Run will take place in 
Strathmore on Sept. 20, bringing local residents 
together to raise money for cancer research.

The event is part of the nationwide Terry Fox 
Run, held in communities across Canada. Parti-
cipants can walk, run or otherwise complete the 
route at their own pace, with the event open to 
people of all ages and abilities.

Registration will begin at 9 a.m. with the run 
getting underway at 10 a.m.

“Terry Fox is important to me because cancer 
has touched every person, basically,” said orga-
nizer Mellisa Crispin-Piche. “Whether it’s a family 
member, a friend, a neighbour or someone you 
know, I don’t think there’s a person who hasn’t 
been affected by cancer in some way.” 

Her personal connection is having both of her 
parents battle the disease – a father who has been 
in remission for 35 years and her mother who sad-
ly lost her battle this past spring. 

For her, Terry’s story has always represented so-
mething bigger than the distance he ran.

“He is the ultimate Canadian,” she said. “When 
you think of the ultimate Canadian, Terry Fox is 
who comes to mind for me. He is the face of Ca-
nada.”

In 1980, Terry Fox began his Marathon of Hope 
after losing his right leg to bone cancer. He set 
out from St. John’s, Nfld. with the goal of running 
across Canada and raising money for cancer re-
search.

Terry ran 5,373 kms over 143 days before can-
cer spread to his lungs and forced him to stop 
outside Thunder Bay, Ont. His goal of raising the 
equivalent of $1 from every Canadian was ultima-
tely achieved, with the Marathon of Hope raising 

more than $24 million. 
The first Terry Fox Run was held in September 

1981, just months after Terry’s death, with hund-
reds of thousands of people taking part. Today, 
the annual event has become a Canadian tradition 
with more than 650 communities participating.

Crispin-Piche hopes Strathmore’s event will 
capture that same spirit of coming together.

“It’s about community,” she said. “It’s about 
everybody coming together for one common goal 
and that goal is finding a cure for cancer.”

The morning will include more than just the 
run. Participants can take part in a pre-race warm-
up led by local yoga instructor, fitness instructor 
and personal trainer Kelly Montford, with town 
officials also expected to attend with a special 
keynote speaker setting the tone for the event. 

Prairie Pop Cos’ dirty soda food truck will also 
be taking part in the morning, adding another lo-
cal touch to an event that Crispin-Piche hopes will 
feel welcoming to everyone.

“You don’t have to be a runner,” she said. “You 
can walk, you can bring your kids, you can come 
with your dog. It’s really about being there and 
being part of the community.”

That inclusiveness is part of what makes the 
Terry Fox Run so meaningful to her.

“I think Terry showed Canadians that one per-
son can make a difference,” she said. “He was just 
one person who decided he was going to do so-
mething and look at what happened.”

Registration information is available at run.ter-
ryfox.ca/129398 or they can register on the day 
of the run.

For more information about the Strathmore Ter-
ry Fox Run, follow the Strathmore Terry Fox Run 
Facebook page or email them (strathmoreterry-
fox@gmail.com).
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SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE 
ALLIANCE

325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail

Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen

Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland
Sundays 10 am

Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLY  (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

LORD OF ALL (NALC) 
LUTHERAN

112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson

Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, 

Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  
www.sacredhc.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE 
CHURCH

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171

Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time 

of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 
1st service 9:00am

2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Brandon Trotter
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

GOD’S QUESTIONS

To a people experiencing 
economic and political 
distress, God, through the 
prophet Isaiah, asks, “Why 
do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” While it’s 
an ancient question, it is 
remarkably appropriate in our 
modern society, where we are 
inundated daily with promises 
that this or that product or 
experience is exactly what will 
satisfy our life’s needs and 
desires. Except, of course, 
most of those promises never 
prove true, at least not in the 
long run. And yet, we still buy 
into those promises again and 
again – until circumstances 
change for the worse and we 
can no longer even hope to 
acquire the thing we’ve come 
to believe we need.
The irony in God’s original 
question is that it comes in the 
middle of God’s invitation: “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and you that have 

no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without 
price … Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may 
live.” 
God is laying out a great feast, 
a bounty that will last a lifetime 
and even longer. So why waste 
your life in unsatisfying pursuits 
when a feast of real food that 
truly satisfies is available for the 
asking?
The invitation to a great feast 
may seem out of place during 
Lent. But the true thrust of both 
Lent and God’s invitation to the 
great banquet are the same – 
take the opportunity to return 
to God. “Seek the Lord while 
he may be found and call upon 
him while he is near.”
Even with its focus on fasting 
and self-denial, Lent is still a 
most 

Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Continued from Page 1

The proposal also includes a 3.74-acre commercial parcel 
at George Freeman Trail and Edgeview Road along with open 
space, pathways and a storm water management pond. Ap-
proximately 10 per cent of the site would be dedicated as Mu-
nicipal Reserve.

While the clubhouse and recreation amenities would primar-
ily serve residents and their guests, the pathways and public 
green space would connect with Strathmore’s broader pathway 
network.

The project is expected to create approximately 10 full and 
part-time positions once completed, primarily in management 
and maintenance. 

Contract instructors could also provide activities such as fit-

Council backs 398 unit 55-plus development
ness classes.

Council questioned whether municipal 
infrastructure could accommodate the 
additional density.

CAO Kevin Scoble pointed to the 
town’s central trunk sewer main project, 
where existing infrastructure is being re-
placed and expanded.

“We’re replacing old infrastructure, but 
we’re also upsizing, it and in the upsiz-
ing, it accounts for this type of growth 
that we’re seeing,” Scoble said.

Town planner Kate Bakun said no 
significant concerns were identified 
through the circulation process. Alberta 
Transportation and Economic Corridors 
also raised no objections and accepted 
the revised Traffic Impact Assessment.

Council members expressed support 
for the project before voting.

Mayor Pat Fule said the development 
could provide an option for older res-
idents wanting to move into a smaller 
home while remaining in Strathmore.

“I really do like the fact that people 
who do want to, not necessarily down-
grade, but go smaller, can really put a 
lot of money into their bank, live there 
with less hassles, less maintenance, and 
it’s just a win-win for our community,” 
Fule said.

Coun. Jim Chisholm said the business 
model could fill a gap in the community. 

“The group business model really sup-
ports kind of that niche that we need 
here in our community and for the sen-
iors and allowing them to kind of do that 
transition,” he said.

Coun. Brent Wiley also pointed to the 
commercial development and potential 
increase in the town’s tax base. 

“Higher density residential and 
non-residential is a win for current resi-
dents,” Wiley said.

The original Prairies Area Structure 
Plan was adopted in 2011 and encom-
passes approximately 394 acres divided 
into four neighbourhood nodes. 

The developer held an open house 
May 6 with approximately 40 people at-
tending according to information provid-
ed to the town.

Council carried second and third read-
ing of the ASP amendment. The related 
Land Use Bylaw amendment also re-
ceived second and third reading moving 
the Wellings Development another step 
closer to construction.

Tough time Tough time 
The Strathmore Spartans high school football team took on Beaverbrook on 
Thursday, Sept. 3, in a game that was moved up from Friday due to difficul-
ties securing referees. The Spartans battled through another tough loss on 
their home field at the SHS field. Joe Lepage Photos

Badgers rollBadgers roll
The Strathmore Badgers bantam football team 
ran to a 51-0 victory over Carstairs on Sept. 5 at 
the Crowther Memorial Junior High School field. 
Despite cool, rainy conditions, the Badgers came 
out fast and kept the pressure on throughout the 
game, en route to the win. Joe Lepage Photos
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Secondary suite appeal upheld despite Lakes 
Estates residents’ concerns
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore Lakes Estates residents 
say they are disappointed after an ap-
peal challenging a secondary suite in 
their R1 neighbourhood failed to over-
turn the Town of Strathmore’s approval.

The Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board released its decision 
Sept. 3 following an Aug. 20 hearing 
into Development Permit D26-083 for 
52 Lakes Estates Circle. The appeal was 
filed by James (Jim) and Cathy Goertz.

The board allowed the appeal in part 
but ultimately upheld the town’s appro-
val of the secondary suite with an ad-
ditional condition addressing drainage 
and construction concerns.

The property is zoned R1 – Single 
Detached Residential District. Under 
Strathmore’s Land Use Bylaw, seconda-
ry suites are classified as a discretiona-
ry use within that district. The bylaw 
allows one secondary suite with a prin-
cipal dwelling and requires an additio-
nal on-site parking stall. 

According to the town’s development 
report, the house was built in 2025 and 
the home and developed basement pas-
sed inspection that September. 

Development Services later received 
complaints on May 20, June 2 and June 
15 of this year, alleging a secondary 
suite was being constructed without 
permits.

A safety codes officer conducted a 
site visit in June, and a stop order was 
issued June 16. The applicant submit-
ted a development permit application 
June 10 to bring the project into com-
pliance. The town approved the appli-
cation July 7.  

The town maintained the proposal 
complied with the Land Use Bylaw 
and Municipal Development Plan and 
would not adversely affect neighbou-
ring properties or change the establis-
hed character of the neighbourhood. 
The property has a three-car garage 
and three parking pads. 

Residents disagreed.
Jim Goertz, representing the appel-

lants at the hearing, raised concerns 
about neighbourhood character and 
density as well as the permitting pro-
cess. He said Strathmore Lakes Estates 
was chosen by residents because it was 

a quiet community and people specifi-
cally looked for an R1 neighbourhood.

Following the board’s decision, Goe-
rtz said residents remain frustrated.

“The recent appeal decision to al-
low multi-family homes in Strathmore’s 
R1 neighborhoods is a massive disap-
pointment,” Goertz said in a statement. 
“What is the point of R1 zoning if it no 
longer protects single-family communi-
ties?”

He was also critical of how the per-
mitting issue was handled. 

“Even worse, the Town of Strathmore 
has rewarded a contractor who built 
without proper permits by retroactive-
ly approving their secondary suites,” 
Goertz said. “The message this sends is 
loud and clear: developers can ignore 
bylaws, skip the permit process, and 
face no consequences.”

During the hearing, Goertz also 
questioned whether construction could 
begin without permits and asked the 
town to confirm the suite complied 
with its requirements. He ultimately 
requested the development permit be 
denied.

Other residents raised concerns 
about parking, increased traffic, snow 
removal, drainage, property values and 
the possibility the decision could lead 
to additional secondary suites in the 
neighbourhood.

The board considered those con-
cerns but found there was not enough 
evidence to overturn the development 
permit under the Town’s Land Use By-
law and the Municipal Government Act. 
The decision noted secondary suites 
have been permitted as a discretionary 
use in low-density areas of Strathmore 
since council adopted amendments to 
the Land Use Bylaw in June 2020.

The board also acknowledged con-
cerns about how construction and the 
permitting process were handled, sta-
ting the process “was not ideal,” but 
that it had to give limited weight to 
those circumstances when deciding 
whether the development itself should 
be permitted.

One concern did result in a change.
The board added a condition requi-

ring the builder to provide verification 
from an independent, external quali-
fied professional engineer that proper 
drainage and a frost wall are in place  

below the basement footing or that the 
issue can be remedied before the de-
velopment permit is issued and befo-
re the building permit stage. With that 
condition added, Development Permit 
D26-083 was otherwise upheld.

Goertz said residents believe the de-
cision has broader implications for R1 
neighbourhoods. 

“Our neighbourhood is rightfully fu-
rious,” he said. “We paid high property 
taxes and bought into an R1 zone for 
a reason. We expect competent over-
sight from our local government, not 
a system that rewards rule-breaking at 
the expense of residents and disregard 
for the existing building bylaws that 
are in place.”

About 225 people gathered at Kinsmen Park for Strathmore FCSS’ Community Connection Night and 
outdoor movie screening of Utopia 2 on Sept. 4. Despite the cool weather and cloudy skies, moviego-
ers came prepared with blankets and sleeping bags, while food trucks and popcorn provided by RE/
MAX Key helped keep the crowd comfortable. Joe Lepage Photos

Connection night 

The eighth annual 
Teddy Bear Picnic 
brought families to 
Kinsmen Park on 
Sept. 5. The event, 
hosted by Debbie 
Mitzner of RE/MAX 
Landan Real Estate, 
featured a teddy bear 
hospital, DJ, food 
trucks and visits from 
larger-than-life teddy 
bear mascots.

Joe Lepage Photos

Teddy 
bear time
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True North project aims to bridge gap between crisis and long-term stability
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

True North Society’s new affordable housing and well-
ness development in Strathmore is being designed to fill 
a gap the organization has seen for years – what happens 
after someone leaves emergency shelter?

The project recently broke ground and will include 36 
housing units along with commercial and community 
space. Construction is expected to take roughly two years 
with possession anticipated in spring 2028.

For True North Society executive director Courtney Helf-

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For call-in details, access links, and agenda packages, please visit our website.
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/agendasandminutes/

September 15, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission
September 22, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

October 6, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

rich, seeing construction begin is significant after 
years of discussion about how the organization 
could provide longer-term support.

“This most recent version is about five years in 
the making,” she said.

Helfrich said the concept has changed several 
times over the years as the organization conside-
red new construction, different designs and even 
retrofitting existing spaces.

“I think the overall idea and vision of a second 
stage has been years in the making,” she said. 
“The board has considered many, many different 
options, whether it was a new build, new de-
sign, retrofitting in another space. There’s been 
so many ideas that have been bounced around.”

The 36 units will form part of a continuum 
of care with a mix of shelter spaces, second-sta-
ge housing and affordable housing. Studio, one, 
two and three-bedroom units are planned.

Because some of the project’s construction fi-
nancing comes through Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation, Helfrich said affordability 
requirements are attached to that funding. The 
overall affordability of the project must remain 
within 80 per cent of median market values.

“It’s meant to be extremely affordable for the 
community,” she said.

How long residents will be able to remain in 
the affordable housing portion is still being wor-
ked out. Helfrich said the goal is to provide lon-
ger-term support while helping people build the 
skills and stability needed to eventually move 
forward independently.

“The goals are really reintegrating people back 
into community, build the life skills and the ca-
pacity for people to create sustainability and res-
ilience in their life,” she said.

For True North, the development also ad-
dresses a problem staff repeatedly encounter 
through their existing domestic violence pro-
gramming.

“People coming out of emergency shelter 
don’t have anywhere to go,” Helfrich said. “The-
re’s no affordable options and so that was really 
the driving factor behind this too.”

The new model could also allow True North 
to work more closely with entire families rather 
than having support begin only after a family 
has been separated by a crisis.

“I think it allows us from that early interven-
tion perspective too,” Helfrich said. She said the 
goal would be to wrap supports around the fa-
mily while ensuring remaining together is safe.

Beyond housing, True North envisions the de-
velopment as a wellness hub serving both resi-
dents and the wider Strathmore community.

Commercial space on the lower portion of the 
building could eventually accommodate servi-
ces such as doctors’ offices and childcare. Helf-
rich said some community partners have expres-
sed preliminary interest, though no tenants have 
been finalized.

The project has secured approximately $32 
million in combined contributions from the fe-
deral government, Province of Alberta, True Nor-
th Society and Calgary Foundation. Final project 
costs are still being determined and Helfrich 
said additional fundraising will be required.

“Construction isn’t the end. It’s really just the 
beginning for everything that’s going to happen 
in this building,” she said.

Helfrich also hopes the development can chal-
lenge some of the stigma surrounding domestic 
violence, crisis and affordable housing, particu-
larly in smaller communities.

“Domestic violence and crisis can happen to 
anybody at any time,” she said. “It could be a 
friend; it could be your family, your parents.”

She said addressing domestic violence should 
be viewed as a community issue rather than so-
mething affecting only those who directly ac-
cess the organization’s services.

“It is really important that we work towards 
this as a community because addressing and 
preventing domestic violence only helps other 
systems,” Helfrich said.

More information can be found on the True 
North website (truenorthab.com) or Helfrich 
can also be reached directly via email (court-
neyh@truenorthab.com).
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Arts on 817 announces Season 9 
concert series
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Arts on 817 is preparing to launch its 
ninth concert season, with four perfor-
mances scheduled in Strathmore bet-
ween October and May.

The 2026-27 concert series will fea-
ture brass, fiddle, classical strings and 
choral music, offering audiences a va-
riety of musical styles throughout the 
season.

The season opens Saturday, Oct. 24, 
with Foothills Brass & Friends: Brass in 
Pop Music of the ’60s, beginning at 7:30 
p.m. at Strathmore United Church.

The concert will celebrate the popu-
lar music of the 1960s, featuring music 
associated with Herb Alpert’s Tijuana 
Brass, as well as hits from Al Hirt, Bert 
Kaempfert, Louis Armstrong, Chicago, 
The Beatles and others. Foothills Brass 
will be joined by piano, bass and per-
cussion for the performance.

The series continues with the Cal-
gary Fiddlers’ Fiddle Fantasia, a fa-
mily-friendly holiday concert featuring 
Christmas classics alongside traditional 
fiddle tunes on Dec. 5.

The Calgary Fiddlers are an award-win-
ning group of young musicians known 
for their energetic performances, com-
bining toe-tapping fiddle music with the 
spirit of the holiday season.

On Saturday, Feb. 6, Arts on 817 will 
introduce a new experience with its de-
but Candlelight Concert.

The performance will feature WILD-
FLOWER, a classical string quartet that 
includes Strathmore’s own Megan Kon-
schuh. The quartet will perform a wide 
range of popular music in a multi-sen-
sory setting illuminated by the gentle 
glow of LED candlelight.

Organizers say the Candlelight Con-
cert will be a first for Strathmore and 
is being presented just ahead of Valen-
tine’s Day.

The season concludes Saturday, May 
1, with Luminous Voices & Rosebud 
Choirs, bringing together Calgary’s pro-
fessional choir Luminous Voices, con-
ducted by Tim Shantz, and the Rosebud 
Choir, conducted by Bill Hamm.

The two choirs will collaborate on a 
program of choral music spanning cul-
tures, traditions and time, offering au-
diences an opportunity to hear the two 
ensembles perform together.

Arts on 817 organizers are inviting re-
sidents to make the concert series part 
of their 2026-27 entertainment plans, 
with the four performances providing 
opportunities to experience a range of 
musical traditions and performers wit-
hout leaving Strathmore.

Tickets for the 2026-27 season remain 
at the same prices as last season.

First Concert of Season 9 
October 24, 2026 - 7:30 pm   
Season Ticket— $140.00 for 4 shows 

Individual tickets—Adult - $40.00 
Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under 
Upcoming Concerts: 
December 5, 2026—Calgary Fiddlers’ Fiddle Fantasia 
February 6, 2027—Debut Candlelight Concert with Wildflower 
May 1, 2026—Luminous Voices with special guests the Rosebud Choir 

Tickets can be purchased in person at the Vault, online at thevaultonline.ca/
collections/tickets or by etransfer smoretreasurer@gmail.com. 
Online purchases must be picked up at the door the night of the concert.  

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS 

Foothills Brass & Friends   
Brass in Pop Music of the 60’s 

Strathmore recognizes National 
Legion Week
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
No. 10 is preparing for a significant few 
weeks in Strathmore as the community 
recognizes National Legion Week and 
the local branch celebrates a century of 
service.

Strathmore town council supported 
proclaiming Sept. 21 to 27 as National 
Legion Week during its Sept. 2 meeting, 
with the motion receiving unanimous 
support.

Coun. Melissa Langmaid brought the 
proclamation forward to council and 
spoke about the importance of the Legi-
on and veterans within Strathmore. 

“I know that we all have a great love 
for the veterans of the community, and 
for our local Legion, who’s gearing up to 
celebrate their 100th birthday this year,” 
Langmaid said. “I’m very happy to bring 
this forward to council as a part of those 
celebrations.”

Mayor Pat Fule called the question, 
and the motion was supported by all 
members of council.

Branch No. 10 president, Donovan Ar-
naud, said he was pleased to hear the 
town had recognized National Legion 
Week.

“I was delighted to hear about it being 
proclaimed. That was wonderful,” Ar-
naud said.

He said the support the Legion has 
received extends beyond the proclama-
tion.

“The support we’ve received from the 
town and from the county and from our 
local politicians has been outstanding,” 
he said. “On behalf of the entire Legion, 
we are very, very grateful for this kind 
of support.”

National Legion Week is not necessa-
rily about holding special events, Arnaud 
explained. Instead, it is an opportunity 
to remind residents about the Legion, 
why it exists and the role it continues to 
play in the community. 

“It’s intended to make everyone awa-

re of the fact that the Legion exists and 
it exists for the following reasons,” he 
said. “The Legion stands for remem-
brance – remembrance of all those who 
served and sacrificed their lives for our 
country.”

He said the Legion’s role also includes 
supporting veterans who have served in 
the Armed Forces and police as well as 
the families who stood behind them.

“For every soldier that’s out there 
doing his bit for (our) country – (they’ve) 
got a family back home doing their bit 
to support him, and so it’s a team ef-
fort,” Arnaud said. “It’s an extension of 
remembrance, veterans and community. 
That’s a unique role that we play in the 
community that every Legion organiza-
tion plays in the community.”

This year’s National Legion Week 
comes just days before another major 
milestone for the local branch.

In 2026 the Strathmore Legion is cele-
brating not only Branch No. 10’s perso-
nal 100th anniversary, but also the 100th 
anniversary for The Royal Canadian Le-
gions across Canada (July 17). Branch 
No. 10 has a special gala planned for 
Oct. 3; the actual anniversary is Oct. 
8, but Arnaud said the celebration was 
moved ahead five days because the date 
falls during the week.

“There’s only one 100th birthday and 
this is it, this year,” he said. The gala 
will be open to members of the com-
munity who purchase tickets, although 
space inside the Legion is limited.

“We’ll welcome anybody and everybo-
dy from the community who wishes to 
express their support for the Legion on 
this very special occasion,” Arnaud said.

Tickets and further information about 
the centennial celebration are available 
through the Strathmore Legion.

For Arnaud, the recognition provides 
an opportunity to remind people that 
while Branch No. 10 is preparing to ce-
lebrate 100 years in Strathmore the Legi-
on’s mission continues to centre around 
remembrance, veterans, their families 
and the community.
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Eagle Lake road allowance closure 
heads to public hearing
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County residents will have an oppor-
tunity to weigh in on the proposed closure of an 
undeveloped road allowance west of Eagle Lake 
during a public hearing later this month.

The hearing is scheduled for Sept. 22 and rela-
tes to an application from a neighbouring landow-
ner seeking to close approximately three acres of 
undeveloped road allowance between SE-25-23-
25-W4M and NE-24-23-25-W4M.

Taylor Felt, Senior Planner with Wheatland 
County, said public participation is encouraged 
before council considers the proposal.

“Any public hearing held at the county office is 
open for public and (we) actually really do encou-
rage public participation when it comes to public 
hearings,” Felt said.

The application was submitted by a landowner 
who intends to consolidate the road allowance 
with adjacent property. Felt said the proposal is 
also intended to address access to a county stan-
dard road.

“The landowner submitted an application, so 

they applied to close the approximate – I think it’s 
about three acres of undeveloped road allowance 
with the intention of consolidating that land with 
their properties,” Felt said. “And this is really to 
resolve an issue that that landowner has in acces-
sing a county standard road.”

Road allowances are owned by the province 
while Wheatland County is responsible for their 
direction, control and management within its ju-
risdiction.

If the closure is ultimately approved, there 
would be a separate process dealing with disposal 
and purchase of the land.

“The closure really seeks to look at whether clo-
sing this road and disposing it eliminates access 
to adjacent landowners or if there’s any issues for 
utility providers who might have infrastructure 
crossing that portion of the road,” Felt said.

The county also considers matters such as drai-
nage, utilities and other potential impacts when 
reviewing a road closure.

Applications are circulated to adjacent landow-
ners and utility providers, giving them an oppor-
tunity to identify concerns or easements that may 
be required.

Felt said the county has not received comments indicating 
the undeveloped allowance is currently being used to access 
Eagle Lake or raising concerns about the loss of public ac-
cess. “We haven’t received comments to that effect,” Felt said.

He added that public access can become an issue when 
undeveloped road allowances lead toward bodies of wa-
ter; he noted that similar concerns have surfaced with road 
closures in other municipalities.

“With this application specifically, those types of concerns 
haven’t been raised yet,” Felt said. Those concerns could still 
be brought forward during the public hearing.

Residents may submit comments in writing ahead of the 
meeting which allows the information to be provided to 
council and published with the public hearing material. Peo-
ple may also attend the hearing and speak directly to council.

“The chair will open the public hearing, and folks can 
speak in favour or opposition to a particular issue or file at 
a public hearing,” Felt said.

A final decision will not necessarily be made Sept. 22.
Road closure bylaws then require provincial involvement 

because the province generally holds title to the right-of-way.
“After that, and unique to road closures, it then has to go 

to Alberta Transportation and Economic Corridors for review 
and then the minister will give consideration to the bylaw,” 
Felt said.

If the province is satisfied with the proposed closure, the 
bylaw would return to Wheatland County council for consi-
deration of second and third reading.

Felt said the purpose of the application is ultimately to 
allow the neighbouring landowner to consolidate the unde-
veloped portion and improve access to Range Road 250.

“The landowner on either side is really looking to conso-
lidate that undeveloped portion so that they can then access 
Range Road 250 without crossing over someone else’s land,” 
Felt said.

Mobile 
mammography 
service coming 
to Siksika Nation
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Siksika Nation will have access to breast cancer scree-
ning services later this month when the Screen Test mobile 
mammography program visits the community.

The mobile mammography trailer will be stationed at 
the Siksika Health & Wellness Centre, offering screening 
mammograms at no cost to eligible individuals between 
the ages of 45 and 74 from Sept. 21-24.

Appointments are required and can be booked by calling 
1-800-667-0604.

A mammogram is an X-ray of the breast and is used to 
help detect breast cancer at an early stage, when treatment 
may be more effective.

The Screen Test program operates mobile mammograp-
hy clinics in Alberta communities where breast screening 
services are not readily available. The program is intended 
to improve access to screening for people who may other-
wise have to travel to receive the service.

Individuals aged 45 to 74 can discuss their breast cancer 
risk with their healthcare provider to determine whether 
screening is appropriate. Screening can also be arranged 
through participating radiology clinics and some hospitals.

More information about breast cancer screening and 
eligibility is available through Screening for Life online 
(screeningforlife.ca/breast/get-screened).
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Providing 
more funds to 
the education 
system
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

A new school year is starting with more teachers, 
more classroom support, and more space for Alberta 
students. Last week, Alberta’s government delivered re-
cord education funding while also launching Canada’s 
first solar panel recycling program, expanding cardiac 
care in Southern Alberta, and restoring property rights 
for Alberta farmers.

Children are heading back to school, and Alberta’s 
government is making sure they have what they need 
to succeed. That is why our government is providing a 
record $10.8 billion for education this school year, an 
increase of more than seven per cent from last year. 
Alberta schools have welcomed nearly 90,000 additio-
nal students in just four years, and our government is 
responding with 2,127 net new teachers and 1,044 new 
educational assistants. As part of these investments, 
$218 million is being provided to school boards to cre-
ate 699 complexity teams, 566 of which are already 
operational. These teams are composed of teachers and 
educational assistants and may also include behaviou-
ral therapists and speech-language pathologists. At the 
same time, our Schools Now program has completed 17 
new school projects, creating almost 12,000 new and 
renovated student spaces, with 156 public school pro-
jects now underway. As Alberta grows, we are making 
sure our schools grow with it for generations to come.

As Alberta’s solar industry grows, our government is 
making sure expired panels are responsibly recycled 
rather than left for taxpayers to deal with later. Begin-
ning Oct. 1, Alberta will become the first jurisdiction in 
North America to operate a solar panel recycling pro-
gram and ban solar panels from landfills. Solar panels 
contain valuable materials, including silver and copper, 
which can be reused. A $14 fee will be added to each 
new solar panel sold in Alberta. This will help cover the 
cost of collecting and recycling panels when they reach 
the end of their useful life, instead of leaving taxpayers 
and municipalities to pay for disposal later. By planning 
ahead, our government is protecting landfill space whi-
le creating opportunities for a new recycling industry 
in Alberta.

Families across southern Alberta are also one step 
closer to more specialized cardiac care close to home. 
Our government has allocated $320 million to redeve-
lop the cardiac catheterization lab at Chinook Regional 
Hospital and expand its intensive care and cardiac care 
units. Once complete, the project will increase the com-
bined number of intensive care and cardiac care spaces 
from 20 to 54. The expansion will give more patients in 
southern Alberta access to advanced cardiac care closer 
to home.

Farmers should not face unnecessary delays for rou-
tine work on their own cropland. This fall, our govern-
ment is removing unnecessary Water Act approvals for 
routine work involving temporary and seasonal wet-
lands on private cropland. Farmers will have more free-
dom to cultivate, seed, spray, drain and manage excess 
water on their own property without going through a 
lengthy approval process. The changes respond direct-
ly to concerns from Alberta producers and will save 
farmers time and money while maintaining protections 
for neighbouring properties and infrastructure. It is a 
common-sense approach that puts routine farming de-
cisions back in the hands of the people who know their 
land best. 

Our government is building for the future of Alber-
ta. From classrooms and rural industries to recycling 
and life-saving cardiac care, we are making investments 
today that will provide Albertans with stronger servi-
ces, more opportunities, and the infrastructure they will 
need for years to come.

As always, please free to reach out to my office with 
your feedback and questions (Chestermere.Strathmore@
assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chestermere-Strath-
more and the Parliamentary Secretary for Affordability 
and Utilities)
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Chestermere-Strathmore MLA Chantelle de Jonge hosted Minister of Affordability and Utilities Nathan Neudorf, along with members 
of Strathmore town council and Wheatland County council, for a discussion on seniors’ care in the region at the end of August. The 
meeting focused on local concerns and ways to ensure seniors and their families have access to the care and supports they need.

Photo Courtesy of the Office of MLA Chantelle de Jonge

Seniors’ care discussed 
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CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

COMING EVENT
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 2026 AUCTION PROGRAM: FIRE-
ARMS, AMMUNITION, ACCESSORIES, OR MILITARIA. COLLECTIONS, 
ESTATES OR SINGLE ITEMS. For Auction, or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609, Email:  sales@switzersauction.com 
or Visit us @ www.switzersauction.com for Auction Dates & De-
tails.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wheatland County

WATER ACT
NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is given that Wheatland County has filed 
an application under the provisions of the Water 
Act to divert groundwater from a water well at a 
rate of 205.0 m3/day, an annual volume of 74,825 
m3/year, a screened interval from 37.2 m to 46.6 
meters below ground in NW-08-024-26-W4, for 
the purpose of Commercial (non-potable) within 
SW-17-024-26-W4, SE-17-024-26-W4, 09-024-26-
W4, 10-024-26-W4, 07-024-26-W4, 05-024-26-W4, 
and 08-024-26-W4.

Any person who is directly affected by this 
application may submit a Statement of Concern 
within thirty (30) days of the date of this notice.

To submit a Statement of Concern, sign in 
to the Digital Regulatory Assurance System 
(DRAS) using a MyAlberta Digital ID (MADI) or 
MyAlberta Digital ID for Business
(MADI-B) account.
• DRAS webpage - https://www.alberta.ca/ 
digital-regulatory-assurance-system.aspx
 o To sign up for an MADI or MADI-B   
  account see How to access DRAS on  
  the above DRAS webpage. 

The written statement of concern should include 
the following: 
• Quote the Case number: DAPP0159799.
• Describe concerns that are relevant to 
 matters regulated by the Water Act.
• Explain how the filer of the concern will be
 directly affected by the activity and/or 
 divesion of water proposed in the 
 application.
• Provide the legal land location of the land
 owned or used by the filer where the 
 concerns described are believed to be 
 applicable.
• State the distance between the land owned
 or used by the filer and the site in the 
 application.
• Contact information including the full name
 and mailing address of the filer. Please 
 provide the telephone number and email
 address for ease of contact.

Environment and Protected Areas will review 
each written Statement of Concern, seek more 
information if needed, and notify each filer by 
letter of the decision to accept or reject their 
written submission as a valid Statement of 
Concern.

Statements of Concern submitted regarding 
this application are public records which are 
accessible by the public and the applicant. 
Failure to file a Statement of Concern may affect 
the right to file a Notice of Appeal with the 
Environmental Appeals Board.

Copies of the application and additional 
information can be obtained from:
 Jose Podio-Cuervo
 Wheatland County
 Phone: 403-361-2015
 Email: jose.podio-cuervo@wheatlandcounty.ca  

NOTICES

COMING EVENT

BATES, 
John Roderick “Rocky”
December 4, 1939 – August 
31, 2026

“Rocky” John Roderick Bates passed away peace-
fully on August 31, 2026, at the age of 86.
Born in Middle Musquodoboit, Nova Scotia, Rocky 
was the middle child of seven and grew up in the 
community where he was born. He spent his younger 
years working on the family farm, picking blueberries 
and tapping maple trees alongside his family. He was 
famously the fastest blueberry picker around—and 
at 16, his skill earned him first-place prize money and 
a trophy.
Hard work was simply part of who Rocky was. In his 
early twenties, he began his journey West, first mak-
ing his way to Ontario, then British Columbia, and 
eventually Alberta. At 32, he met Christine, and to-
gether they built a family and a life that would shape 
so many of his years to come. Rocky helped raise the 
children who were still at home, becoming an impor-
tant father figure in their lives. He brought warmth, 
humour, and plenty of nicknames to the family, and 
his love for them ran deep. Alberta became home, 
and he lived there for the rest of his life.
A welder by trade, Rocky became an ironworker 
when he joined Cana Construction. He worked on im-
pressive projects across Alberta, including the Carse-
land Bridge and the construction of the Saddledome, 
where he served as a foreman. Later, he became the 
supervisor of Cana’s steel yard, where he earned the 
nickname “Rocky Rebar.” He was one of the hardest-
working men you could ever meet, and that determi-
nation was evident in everything he did.
Eventually, Rocky left construction behind to become 
a full-time farmer, building a life around the land and 
his cattle. He loved farming and worked at it with 
the same energy and dedication he had brought to 
construction. In the winter months, he enjoyed fur 
trapping. He finally retired from farming at 80, but 
he never really retired in his heart and missed his 
cattle every day.
Rocky loved life and lived his 86 years to the fullest. 
He was an animal lover, with a special place in his 
heart for dogs, although cats and horses were loved 
too. Wherever Rocky went, there was almost always 
a dog by his side. In his later years, he discovered a 
love of gardening and spent countless happy hours at 
the garden at Louie and Trish’s. In the summer, if you 
wanted to find Rocky, you could almost always find 
him there with his beloved dog, Fanny.
He loved hockey and ringette and was a number-one 
fan at family games. He also coached hockey for sev-
eral years, sharing his love of the game with young 
players. Rocky was an avid reader and a true-crime 
enthusiast. He was a wealth of knowledge and could 
talk about just about anything.
His grandchildren held a very special place in Rocky’s 
heart. He was especially close to many of them and 
took great pride in being part of their lives, from ev-
eryday visits and adventures to helping them raise 
prize-winning 4-H calves. He loved watching them 
grow and was always ready to lend a hand, share a 
laugh, or offer some hard-earned advice. His grand-
children brought him tremendous joy and were an 
important part of his life.
Rocky will be deeply missed by his children Kay 
(Larry), Kevin, Louie (Trish), and Dawn (Bill); daugh-
ter-in-law Glenna (Joe); brothers Lyle (Carole), Harry 
(Adele), and Kirk (David); 17 grandchildren; numer-
ous great-grandchildren; and many extended family 
members and friends who were fortunate to know 
and love him.
He was predeceased by his children Cameron and 
Bruce; his parents Ellie and Ross; his brothers Floyd, 
Richard, and Charles; and his lifelong friend and 
cousin, “Snail” Tom Flemming.
Rocky leaves behind a lifetime of hard work, stories, 
laughter, love, and memories—and a family who will 
carry him with them always.
The family would like to express their deepest ap-
preciation to the medical staff at Strathmore Hospital 
who cared for Rocky, whose exceptional care, com-
passion, and kindness brought comfort to him and his 
family during his final days.
A private celebration of Rocky’s life will be held at a 
later date.

Obituary
Love, loss and life 
on the land come to 
Rosebud stage
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Reality takes centre stage this fall 
at Rosebud Theatre as Dear Johnny 
Deere, a Canadian folk musical, comes 
to life at the Rosebud Opera House 
from Sept. 18 to Oct. 24.

Written by Ken Cameron and fe-
aturing songs and lyrics by Juno 
Award-winning artist Fred Eaglesmith, 
the production follows Caroline and 
Johnny Deere as their relationship and 
livelihood are put to the test.

For the couple, nothing is certain – 
and the play explores love, loss and the 
challenges of trying to build a life on 
the land.

Changing prairie weather patterns, 
aging infrastructure, financial pressures 
and characters from their past all com-
bine to create a difficult road ahead.

The result is a gritty and emotional 
story that asks audiences to consider 
what it takes to hold onto the things 
– and people – that matter most when 
circumstances seem determined to pull 
them apart.

The production brings together a 
cast and musical team familiar to Rose-
bud audiences, including Andrew Legg 
and Devon Brayne, along with Rose-
bud School of the Arts graduates Cassia 
Schmidt, Alixandra Cowman and Aar-
on Krogman. Chris Pompetti joins the 
band on upright bass.

Former Rosebud Theatre artistic di-
rector Morris Ertman returns to lead 
the production as director and scenic 
designer. He is joined by Amy Castro 
on costumes, Michael K. Hewitt on 
lighting and Luke Ertman on sound. 
Rosebud music veteran Bill Hamm ser-
ves as music director, with Cowman 
assisting.

The theatre describes Dear John-
ny Deere as a story about heartbreak, 
restoration and the uncertainty that 
comes with making a life off the land 
– themes that will likely feel familiar to 
many prairie residents.

Buffet and theatre tickets are $100 
for adults, $95 for seniors and $70 for 
youth.

For tickets and information, visit Ro-
sebud Theatre or call 1-800-267-7553.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor
With all of the district gerrymandering, 

the elimination of many convenient tem-
porary (read low-income/black constitu-
encies) drop-in polling stations, the legal 
challenges to the mail-in voting system (a 
system Trump used personally), the com-
pliance complications added to the USPS’ 
requirements for handling of mail-in bal-
lots, the requirement for passports or birth 
certificates for some voters, and the in-
timidating threat of the placement of ICE 
agents and/or the National Guard at “se-
lected” (read “selective”) polling stations 

nationwide, Donald Trump’s maniacal ge-
nius in directing the mid-term vote in his 
favour will be the envy of the world’s oth-
er imperialistic dictators, past and present.

The day-to-day ordeals that his “MAGA” 
base are confronting (as are every Ameri-
can allied nation) due to his policies and 
executive orders must surely have con-
vinced them by now that not only has 
he been lying to them from the start, but 
that also “MAGA” has been replaced with 
“MTGA” - Make Trump Great Again.

Bob Mackan,
Strathmore

Trump games

To the Editor
The leader of the Alberta separation 

movement keeps repeating that Alberta 
would not have to start from scratch if it 
left Canada. My research shows the op-
posite. The federal government currently 
delivers roughly two hundred and twenty 
benefits, programs, and essential national 
functions. Every one of these would have 
to be examined, costed, legislated, staffed, 
and duplicated by a new Alberta federal 
government.

These are not small items. They include 
income supports, seniors’ benefits, disabil-
ity programs, veterans’ services, employ-
ment insurance, child benefits, national 
safety regulators, drug approvals, food 
inspections, border security, passports, 
policing, intelligence, transportation stan-
dards, aviation oversight, environmental 
protection, emergency management, and 

the entire national public health infra-
structure. Alberta would inherit none of 
this automatically. There is no legal mech-
anism that transfers federal institutions to 
a breakaway province. Alberta would have 
to build replacements from the ground up.

The public deserves honesty. Separation 
is not a matter of waving a flag and declar-
ing independence. It is the construction 
of a full national government with all the 
responsibilities Canada currently carries. 
To claim Alberta “would not have to start 
from scratch” is misleading. The truth is 
that Alberta would have to rebuild the ma-
chinery of a modern state, piece by piece, 
at enormous cost, and with years of dis-
ruption. Albertans deserve a clear picture 
of what is at stake before anyone pretends 
this would be simple.

Ken Riley,
Bassano

Alberta isn’t ready to leave 

The family of 

Michael & Nettie Hendricks 
invite you to join us for a come and go 

celebration in honor of their 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
on Saturday, September 19, 

from 12-4 pm at the Nightingale Hall. 
We’d love for you to come 

and share memories, laughs, food 
and refreshments.

Strathmore 
Musical Arts Society 

Annual General Meeting
September 15 • 7 pm
Strathmore Station

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

SHOP LOCAL.
SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that support 
your local newspaper.
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

REAL ESTATE

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

GOVERNMENT

 
wildrose.albertacf.com

wildroseinfo@albertacf.com  |  403-934-8888
www.facebook.com/CFWildrose
www.instagram.com/cf.wildrose/ 

Whether you are starting a business, growing one, or planning 
for the future, Community Futures Wild Rose provides the 
financing, support, and resources to help you succeed.

BUSINESSES

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

LIVESTOCK

PASTURE 
WANTED: 

Cow/Calf Pairs.  
Quiet, quality cattle.  

Checked regular. 
Managed well.  

Don’t overgraze.  
Contact Travis @ 
Redline Livestock  
403-994-1065

TODD  1-825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA

ALL JEWELRY,  
ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS

Bars, Bullion, Ingots, Nuggets, 
Stirling Silver, Old & Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING ENTIRE COIN
COLLECTIONS & OLD MONEY

CASH
PAID

GOLD &
SILVERfor

TODD  1-825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA

ALL JEWELRY,  
ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS

Bars, Bullion, Ingots, Nuggets, 
Stirling Silver, Old & Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING ENTIRE COIN
COLLECTIONS & OLD MONEY

CASH
PAID

GOLD &
SILVERfor

BUILDING
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com

LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Kathy Marie Adams, owner of NW 34-23-26 W4M (132.20 acres), is seeking 
unconditional offers to purchase all of this property, such offers to be 
submitted by tender on a Tender Terms form as described below.

Located 1 mile Southwest of Cheadle, Alberta, the 132.20 acre parcel consists 
of cultivated land. There are no grain bins or buildings on the property. The 
property generates surface lease revenue of approximately $8,550.00 per 
year at current rental rates. To arrange a viewing of the property, contact 
Kathy Adams at: kathyadams32@ymail.com.

Conditions of Tender:
Prior to 5:00 p.m., Alberta time, on September 25, 2026, sealed tenders, 
marked “Adams Tender”, on a completed Tender Terms form, together 
with a certified cheque or bank draft payable to “Walsh LLP, in trust” as a 
deposit for an amount equal to 5% of the tendered purchase price, must be 
submitted to:
 Eric D. Dalke
 c/o Walsh LLP
 2800, 801 6th Avenue SW
 Calgary, Alberta, T2P 4A3.

A Tender Terms form can be obtained from Eric D. Dalke: 403-267-8454 or 
email: edalke@walshlaw.ca. The deposit will be returned to the unsuccessful 
tenderers. A tender must be submitted on a completed Tender Terms form or 
the tender will not be considered. On acceptance of a tender by the owner, 
the Tender Terms will form a binding contract with the successful tenderer.

Details of submitted tenders will not be made public. The highest or any 
tender may not necessarily be accepted. Tenderers whose tenders have 
not been accepted shall be notified on or before October 2, 2026. The 
successful tenderer shall be notified by telephone, fax or email on or before 
5:00 p.m. on September 29, 2026 of the acceptance of the tendered offer. 
The latest date for closing shall be October 20, 2026.

TENDER

FEED AND SEED
Pintail Winter Wheat ON SALE! 
Extremely hardy. High yielding. 
Awnless. Excellent variety for 
Forage or Feed Grain produc-
tion. Low inputs. High Profits, 
Big Discounts for Large Orders. 
You Have to Try it. It’s That 
Good! Call 403-556-2609 or 
text 403-994-2609; mastin-
seeds.com

EQUIPMENT
PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose from 
three packages beginning at 
$269, $299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 70 
Weekly Community News-
papers. Contact THIS NEWS-
PAPER today or email clas-
sifieds@awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 or visit 
www.awna.com.

TRAVEL
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VILLA: 
Executive lakeview villa in Os-
oyoos, BC, breathtaking lake
and mountain views, just 3 
minutes from town. Vacation 
in Canada’s warmest destina-
tion. Or warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort units 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 
306-716-2671 or visit osoyoo-
slakevilla.com

CASH  CASH  
FOR COINSFOR COINS

CASH  CASH  
FOR COINSFOR COINS

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, 
FRanklin Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, 

ColleCtoR’s Coins, nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, 
old Coins, old $, gold Coins, silveR Coins, 

baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, steRling silveR 
& entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, FRanklin 
Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, ColleCtoR’s Coins, 

nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, old Coins, old $,  
gold Coins, silveR Coins, baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, 

steRling silveR & entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsecond-
mortgages.ca

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

403-934-5589

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!
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Sept 9, 2026 | 6 p.m.
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Oct 14, 2026 | 6 p.m.

Upcoming Council Meetings
Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Enjoy them safely. 
Storm pond safety.
Storm ponds play an important role in protecting our homes and 
neighbourhoods. They help prevent flooding by managing heavy 
rainfall and slowly releasing water back into the environment. As 
water moves across streets and properties, it collects sediment, 
pollutants, and debris - storm ponds help filter this before it reaches 
our rivers and streams.

While Strathmore is home to many storm ponds, only Kinsmen Lake 
and Strathmore Lakes permit recreational use such as fishing. For 
your safety, please avoid any activity on or near other storm ponds. 
These ponds are deeper than they appear with water levels that rise 
and move quickly. They often contain contaminants like fertilizers, 
pesticides, and animal waste as well.

Visit our website, Strathmore.ca/StormPonds for more information.

Join our team. 
Career opportunities available.
Are you looking for a new opportunity? The Town of Strathmore 
is hiring! We have a variety of positions available across different 
departments.

• Contract Group Fitness Instructor/Personal Trainer

• Seasonal Parks Operator

Check out Strathmore.ca/Careers for more information about 
current opportunities and discover your bright future with the Town 
of Strathmore.

Maintenance 
Notice.
Aquatic Centre 
closed for 
annual
maintenance.

Every fall, the Strathmore 
Aquatic Centre closes for 
a few weeks to complete 
its annual maintenance 
shutdown. This important 
work helps keep the 
facility clean, safe, and 
operating efficiently for 
swimmers and visitors 
throughout the year. 
 
This year’s shutdown 
started on August 17, 
2026, and includes a 
variety of maintenance 
projects such as replacing 
chemical lines, cleaning 
filters and replacing filter 
sand, repairing pool tiles, 
servicing valves, and 
completing maintenance 
on the waterslide and 
steam room. 
 
Additional facility 
upgrades include 
replacing fire sprinkler 
heads in the pool area, 
performing boiler 
maintenance, and 
completing electrical 
system work. 
 
There’s a lot happening 
behind the scenes 
during this closure, all 
with the goal of keeping 
the Aquatic Centre in 
top condition. Watch 
for progress updates 
throughout the shutdown.

For more information, 
contact the Aquatic 
Centre at 403-934-3325.

Fall Registration Open! 
Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre Fall 
programming is now open!
Looking for ways to stay active, learn something new, or keep the 
kids engaged this fall? We’ve got something for everyone!

Registration opened on August 4 for our exciting lineup of fall 
programs, including:
• Cardio & Strength
• Seniorcise
• Stay & Play
• School Closure & PD Day Camps
• Mini Sport Adventure
• Mini Movers
• Yoga & Stretch
Whether you’re looking to build strength, improve flexibility, stay 
connected with your community, or keep your little ones active and 
having fun, our fall programs are designed to help you make the most 
of the season.
For more information about programs and activities, visit: 
Strathmore.ca/SMPSportsCentre

Heavy trash? We got ya covered. 
Heavy Item Garbage Returning.
Heavy Item Garbage (HIG) collection returns the week of September 
14 to 18. HIG offers residents the opportunity to dispose of large 
residential waste, and is provided in conjunction with your curbside 
waste collection service. If you pay the residential garbage charge on 
your Town of Strathmore utility bill the HIG service is available to you.

Place all items at your regular garbage pickup location by 7 a.m. on 
September 14th and affix with an HIG sticker. Stickers are available 
for free at the Strathmore Municipal Building but must be picked up 
prior to September 14th. HIG stickers will not be handed out the 
week of HIG.

Learn more about HIG or TTT at Strathmore.ca/HIG

Your trash, someone’s treasure. 
Trash to Treasure Returning.
Trash to Treasure (TTT) Days is back for September 10 to 13. This 
is a great time to let your unwanted items become someone elses 
beloved items prior to the Heavy Item Garbage collection.

Donators:

• Mark your unwanted but reusable items with an HIG tag and 
place at same location you would place items for HIG collection. 

• At the end of the Trash to Treasure Days remove any items you 
want to keep.

• Leave items out that you want collected during HIG week.

Collectors:

• Take only items marked with a HIG tag.

• Respect others’ properties.

• Do not discard unwanted items on another resident’s lawn.

For more information, visit Strathmore.ca/WasteCollection

Students are back! 
Back-to-School Safety Reminders
With students returning to school, Strathmore residents are 
encouraged to stay alert and help keep out roads safe. Slow down in 
school zones, watch for children at crosswalks, and avoid distractions 
while driving.

Remember to follow crossing guards and school bus signals. When a 
school bus has its red lights flashing and stop arm extended, drivers 
must stop and remain stopped until the lights stop flashing and the 
arm is retracted.

Students should use designated crosswalks, look both ways before 
crossing, and stay focused by putting away phones and removing 
headphones.

A little extra patience and attention can help ensure everyone arrives 
safely to and from school this year.

New Addition.
Blue Recycle Carts 
Coming Soon.

Starting October 1, 2026, blue 
carts will be available to Strathmore 
residents for curbside recycling 
collection, with more accepted 
materials and single-stream 
collection.
(no sorting required!)


