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Wheatland County council has approved a
new four-year strategic plan that will guide
municipal budgeting, service delivery and de-
velopment decisions through 2029.

Council adopted the 2026-2029 plan on
Sept. 22 after discussing public input, eco-
nomic development and how the county in-
tends to measure whether its goals are actu-
ally being achieved.

The plan is organized around five commu-
nity drivers: financial resilience, responsible
cost management, measurable service excel-
lence, strategic growth and development, and
better public understanding.

General Manager of Corporate and Finan-
cial Services Cory Adamson said the docu-
ment was built around priorities established
by council following the 2025 municipal elec-
tion.

“This strategic plan was created with coun-
cil and is a council document,” Adamson said.

_ He described the structure as a progression

from why the county is pursuing a goal to

STR ATHM ORE what it wants to accomplish and then how
administration will carry it out.

TlMES “The formulation of this plan tells a story

of why, what and how council wishes to pro-
ceed in their strategic plan,” he said.

Golden Hwks

Address The county plans to use the document as
129 2nd Avenue the basis for more detailed corporate and de-
Inside the partmental business plans. Those plans will
Strathmore establish specific actions, timelines and per-

formance measures.

Adamson said measuring results will form
part of the next stage.
Office Hours “We’re going to look to see how we can

Monday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Business Centre

measure the success of the things that we’re
doing,” said Adamson.

Coun. Rick Laursen said some of the broad
goals will be more difficult to quantify than
Look on Page 12 for others.

Town of Strathmore “What gets measured gets done,” Laursen
Municipal Notices said, before asking how the county would
evaluate targets such as stronger partner-
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Celebrating
diversity

The Calgary Catholic Immi-
gration Society (CCIS), along
with the Rocky View and
Wheatland Local Immigra-
tion Partnership, presented
“Melodies of Our Roots” on
Sept. 26 at Kinsmen Park in
Strathmore. The free cultural
celebration featured live per-
formances, cultural vendors,
booths and activities, bring-
ing the community together
to celebrate diverse cultures
and traditions.

Joe Lepage Photos

Wheatland County adopts new framework for utility
subsidies and 2027 rates

MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County has adopted a new financial framework
aimed at making utility subsidies more consistent and gradu-
ally shifting a larger share of service costs toward the resi-
dents who use those systems.

Council approved the Utility Services Financial Framework
on Sept. 22 but amended the proposed subsidy ranges for
smaller communities before directing administration to pre-
pare 2027 utility rates.

The policy is intended to guide how the county calculates
operating subsidies adjusts rates and plans for reserves and
infrastructure replacement. It does not itself set individual uti-
lity bills; those rates will still have to be approved through the
county’s Master Schedule of Fees Bylaw.

Chantelle de Jonge

MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2" Avenue
p. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Financial Services Manager Joel Chiasson said the policy
grew out of an earlier Committee of the Whole discussion
examining how much different communities’ utility systems
are being subsidized.

“This policy would be a guide directive to inform admini-
stration on council’s preference in how to calculate the subsi-
dy levels annually, how to amend the rates annually and reach
certain targets,” Chiasson said.

Under the framework, subsidy targets are tied to the num-
ber of utility accounts in each community. The underlying
idea is that very small systems have fewer customers over
which to spread operating costs and may therefore require a
larger subsidy.

Council amended the ranges before approving the policy.

For communities with zero to 100 utility accounts, the ap-
proved subsidy target range was changed to 40 to 50 per cent.
Communities with 100 to 200 accounts were set at 20 to 40
per cent, while communities with more than 200 accounts
remained at zero to 30 per cent.

The policy also generally uses a five-year rolling average
when calculating subsidies to avoid having one unusual year
cause a sharp change in rates.

Administration’s original 2027 projections called for total
utility rate increases of 3.7 per cent in Carseland, 3.7 per cent
in Speargrass, 3.2 per cent in Gleichen, 4.2 per cent in Rose-
bud, 2.1 per cent in Cluny and 4.2 per cent in Muirfield. Those
figures combined subsidy adjustments with a 2.1-per-cent in-
flation component.

Because council amended the subsidy ranges during the
meeting, administration was directed to bring back the Mas-
ter Schedule of Fees with 2027 rates reflecting the amended
framework.

The discussion repeatedly returned to the question of how
much general property-tax revenue should be used to support
services available only to some county residents.

Reeve Scott Klassen said rural proper-
ty owners who rely on private wells or
septic systems do not receive the same
municipal utility services.

“We don’t supply this service to every-
body,” Klassen said. “We have to balance
that.”

Councillors also acknowledged that
full cost recovery may not be practical in
some small communities.

The policy allows smaller systems to
remain subsidized within defined ranges
rather than forcing immediate increases
large enough to eliminate the subsidy.

The agenda report said reaching zero
subsidies in some service areas within
five years would require substantial sin-
gle-year rate increases.

The framework also separates ope-
rating costs from long-term capital re-
placement. If a community performs
better financially than its target subsidy
range, the policy allows money to be di-
rected into that community’s capital re-
serve rather than reducing rates.

For commercial and industrial-only
utility systems the policy takes a diffe-
rent approach: infrastructure and service
costs are to be fully paid by the benefi-
ting users without subsidy from general
community resources.

Council carried both the amended
framework and the motion directing ad-
ministration to return with the corres-
ponding 2027 utility rates.
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Evening of
reflection
Community
gathered for a Truth and
Reconciliation Dinner at
the Strathmore Civic Cen-
tre on Sept. 26. The event
brought community mem-
bers from the Siksika Na-
tion and the Strathmore
area for an evening of re-
flection, learning and open
conversation in recogni-
tion of National Truth and
| Reconciliation Day.
Melissa Crispin-Piche

members

shopping.

Photos

Harvest market
The Homebody Market: the Harvest Edition, was held Sept. 26 at the Strathmore
Motor Products Sports Centre. Shoppers spent the day discovering curated lo-
cal makers right in town with some getting an early start on their Christmas

Joe Lepage Photos

Wheatland

Goldfinch water line debt

MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County is moving a $7.66-million loan
for the Goldfinch Raw Water Line from a private bank
to the Province of Alberta, a refinancing move expec-
ted to reduce interest costs over the life of the debt.

Council gave all three readings to Bylaw 2026-18
during its Sept. 22 meeting, authorizing the county to
refinance the remaining $7,661,442 construction loan
through Alberta’s Loans to Local Authorities program.

The raw water line, which services the Goldfinch
Industrial Park area, has been completed and is now
operational. The county originally used construction
financing from a private bank so it could draw mo-
ney as contractor payments came due, rather than
borrowing the full amount at the beginning of con-
struction.

Financial Services Manager Joel Chiasson told
council that approach saved money during construc-

tion.

“We effectively saved some interest by taking that
approach,” Chiasson said. “Now that that’s effectively
complete, in doing some comparatives on the interest
rates, we found that the provincial rates are more
cost effective in locking in that 20-year period.”

According to the council report, the provincial op-
tion carries an effective annual interest rate of 4.4893
per cent, compared with 5.43 per cent under the
bank option. The county estimates annual debt ser-
vicing at $581,975 through the province, compared
with $647,675 through the bank. Total projected in-
terest is about $3.98 million through the province,
roughly $666,313 less than the bank proposal.

The county had originally authorized borrowing of
up to $7.75 million for construction. Administration
said using the construction loan before converting
the debt to a long-term debenture also produced
roughly $150,000 in interest savings.

Coun. Berle Hebbes asked how repayment would

County approves refinancing of $7.66M

be divided between existing and future users of the
line.

Chiasson said the original infrastructure planning
included anticipated development and tax benefits,
and estimated a six- to seven-year payback period for
the broader infrastructure investment. The refinanced
loan itself will be amortized over 20 years.

“It’s a standard amortization just like it would be
for a mortgage, equal payments,” he said.

Under the bylaw, levies or fees charged to Gold-
finch Raw Water Line users are intended to pay the
principal and interest. If those revenues are insuffi-
cient, the bylaw allows the county to raise municipal
taxes to cover the shortfall.

The bylaw passed first and second reading before
council unanimously agreed to consider third rea-
ding at the same meeting. Third and final reading
was then carried.

The county can now apply to the provincial loan
program to replace the bank financing.

Wheatland County tightens privacy rules for municipal use
of artificial intelligence

MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County has approved changes to its
artificial intelligence policy, adding stronger pri-
vacy restrictions and an explicit safeguard against
using Al to broadly monitor or profile residents
online.

Council approved amendments to the county-
s Al policy Sept. 22 after a lengthy discussion
about personal information, chatbots, automated
decision-making and public concerns about how
governments could use emerging technology.

Information Services Manager Harry Kim said
the county already had an AI policy, and the
amendments were intended to strengthen it rather
than change its overall direction.

“Al is expanding quickly and presents an op-
portunity for us to improve operational efficien-
cy,” Kim said. “These updates will allow the coun-
ty to use these tools under an up-to-date policy
framework that minimizes potential risks associa-
ted with AI use.”

The revised policy requires Al tools used for
county business to be reviewed and approved
by Information Services. Personal, confidential or
sensitive information can only be processed using
tools and configurations approved for that pur-
pose.

The policy also says approval of an Al platform
does not automatically extend to every plug in,
connector or integration associated with it. Tho-
se features may require separate review because

STRATHMORE
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they can provide additional access to county data
or systems.

One of the most significant provisions deals
with decisions affecting individuals.

“Al cannot be the final basis for decisions that
materially affect an individual without review by a
qualified county employee,” Kim told council.

The written policy similarly requires additional
scrutiny for AI uses that could affect a person’s
access to services, employment, safety, legal inte-
rests or financial interests.

During the meeting, councillors pushed for cle-
arer wording around the collection of information
about residents.

Coun. Donna Biggar said the policy should lea-
ve little room for uncertainty.

“Al is becoming sort of a frightening thing, and
I think we have to be very careful about what we
agree to collect or not collect,” Biggar said. “I think
we need to be very careful about that and collect
as little as possible, and only in situations where
there’s a direct benefit.”

Kim responded that the county is not using Al
to scrape personal information from the internet.

“We’re not mining any personal information
at all,” he said. “Any information that we gather
is specified by a notice when we’re collecting, it
why we’re using that, and why administratively we
need to collect it.”

Administration then proposed an additional
clause stating the county would not use Al to mo-
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nitor, scrape, compile, profile, score or infer personal infor-
mation about identifiable people from social media, websites
or other publicly available sources, except where specifically
authorized by law and subject to appropriate privacy appro-
val.

Council ultimately approved the amended policy with the
additional wording discussed during the meeting.

The policy also incorporates Alberta’s Access to Informati-
on Act and Protection of Privacy Act and states that Al-rela-
ted information handling must comply with applicable Cana-
dian and Alberta privacy requirements.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Will you take the bait?

To the Editor

Let’s remember on the refer-
endum, in Question 10, there
are only two answers on sepa-
ration —

it’s either to “stay” or “start
the process to go.” There is no
“send a message” check box
option. There are three main
questions to consider; immi-
gration, constitution and sepa-
ration.

If you would like to get a
better understanding of all
questions which are at best

not clearly stated in their con-
cepts and real purpose, then
I would highly suggest a read
through this site put together
by an Alberta judge and law-
yers in a factual unbiased clari-
fication that they want Alber-
tans to know before they vote.
It's called Beforevoteing.ca.
Of course, it’s your choice for
more clarity on the meaning of
each question which will de-
fine who we are or not.
Dennis Bigras
Wheatland County

First Concert of Season 9

October 24, 2026 - 7:30 pm
Season Ticket— $140.00 for 4 shows

Individual tickets—Adult - $40.00
Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under

Upcoming Concerts:

Foothills Brass & Friends
Brass in Pop Music of the 60’s

o W —

December 5, 2026—Calgary Fiddlers’ Fiddle Fantasia
February 6, 2027—Debut Candlelight Concert with Wildflower
May 1, 2026—Luminous Voices with special guests the Rosebud Choir

Tickets can be purchased in person at the Vault, online at thevaultonline.ca/
collections/tickets or by etransfer smoretreasurer@gmail.com.

Online purchases must be picked up at the door the night of the concert.

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH
Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd.
1-888-506-1066 ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright
Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM
www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com
God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and
distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE
ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trall
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland
Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE
ASSEMBLY (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com
Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month -

Hour of Dominion: 10 pm

LORD OF ALL (NALC)
LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. ¢ 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services - 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord,
Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore
403-934-2641
www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue
403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces
Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:
WWW.SMOreuc.com
Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE
CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time
of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL
CHURCH
50 Maplewood Drive ® 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Services Sundays
1st service 9:00am
2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY
COVENANT CHURCH
245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424
Pastor: Brandon Trotter
Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

Albertans are hurting

To the Editor

Our Premier apparently believes we Albertans are
angry and hurting because the previous federal gov-
ernment impeded the oil and gas industry - the in-
dustry that is 73 per cent owned by ultra-rich for-
eign investors. I for one, am hurting because she is
dismantling universal public healthcare, reducing the
incomes of disabled people, secretly cancelling social
support programs, unfairly transgressing the intent
of the UCP collective agreement with our primary
care doctors — that they earn $68,000/year less than
Manitoba doctors, cutting back senior’s assistance
programs, limiting consultations with my doctor to
17 minutes, and having to wait 20 months for joint
replacement surgery.

But she says we are winning now. I don’t think I am
winning now. Meanwhile, our new UCP-type federal
Prime Minister is handing out billions of dollars to
even more foreign investors.

Albertans are being told that a two-tier health-care
system will give people more “choice.” But the truth
is that only a small slice of the population will ever
be able to afford private medical services ($35,000 for

hip replacement). Based on income levels and cur-
rent out-of-pocket health spending, only about one in
four Albertans could realistically pay for private scans,
private surgeries, or private-tier physician access on a
regular basis. The other 75 per cent stay at the back
of the line.

This matters because families are already stretched
thin. Nearly half of Albertans say they are worse off
financially than a year ago, and many spend more
than 30 per cent of their income just to keep a roof
over their heads. When people are already delaying
care because they cannot afford medication or time
off work, it is hard to imagine how they could sud-
denly pay thousands of dollars for private medical
treatment.

A two-tier system does not create “choice” for most
people. It creates a fast lane for the wealthy and a slow
lane for everyone else. Alberta should be strengthen-
ing public health care, not building a system where
only the top income group gets timely treatment
while the majority waits longer. Tears are not enough.

Ken Riley,
Bassano

Four applications down: Who's responsible for the WHMB

funding deadlock?

To the Editor

I am again writing as a concerned taxpayer regard-
ing the proposed Wheatland Lodge and Hospice proj-
ect and have serious concerns about the accuracy,
transparency and oversight of the application pro-
cess involving Wheatland Housing Management Body
(WHMB).

I am not opposed to additional seniors’ lodge
spaces. I recognize that the need is real. However,
after four unsuccessful provincial applications, I am
increasingly concerned about how this project has
evolved and whether taxpayers and municipal coun-
cils have been given complete and accurate informa-
tion to properly assess it.

The original proposal was for 165 continuing-care
spaces, including 115 lodge spaces and six hospice
beds, at an estimated cost of $54 million. The cur-
rent proposal is for 120 lodge beds and six hospice
beds. Since the existing lodge is no longer being sold
as indicated in 2019, WHMB would have 214 lodge
beds — 89 more than identified in the needs assess-
ment — while the reported project cost has increased
to approximately $74 million.

The most recent application raises particularly seri-
ous concerns. At the Sept. 8 Wheatland County coun-
cil meeting, WHMB representatives acknowledged
that the latest provincial application contained an ap-
proximately $16+million error involving contingency
and hospice costs. WHMB stated these amounts were
added accidentally and because the provincial review-
er did not remove them - it resulted in a high loan
ask. The ministry subsequently met with municipali-
ties to discuss why applications were being rejected
and discussed that the cost per bed was excessively
high. WHMB has previously said they were building
bigger rooms and bigger halls; extensive innovations
for the hospice. It all comes at a cost.

After three previous unsuccessful applications, how
can an error of this magnitude occur? Were similar
cost issues present in previous applications? These
circumstances raise legitimate questions about finan-
cial controls, the application process and oversight.

There are still concerns about transparency with
municipal councils. Municipalities appear to have
learned through the ministry that WHMB application’s
scope and costs had changed, again not having suf-
ficient information to independently verify what was
submitted to the province.

The proposed hospice also requires clarification. It
has come to light that WAHS is not permitted to oper-
ate a hospice. Taxpayers need to know how it would
be permitted, funded, staffed and operated, and what
financial responsibility municipalities could face if the
beds are not fully utilized.

The size of the proposed lodge also warrants an
updated, independent review. The 2019 needs assess-
ment identified a 21-person wait list, while the cur-
rent wait list is approximately 30. With 94 existing
beds and 120 proposed beds, WHMB would have 214
lodge beds. Before another application proceeds, tax-
payers deserve independent evidence demonstrating
that this number is actually required.

This is not about opposing seniors’ housing. It is
about accountability. After four unsuccessful applica-
tions, significant project changes, increased costs and
now an acknowledged $16+million error, taxpayers
are entitled to question whether the current gover-
nance and oversight are adequate.

Before another application is submitted, taxpayers
deserve accurate financial information, demonstrated
need, appropriate governance and full transparency.

Cheryl Marshman,
Rockyford

Wheatland County adopts 2026-29 strategic
plan focused on finances, services and growth

Continued from Page 1

Council also discussed how much public engage-
ment went into the strategic plan.

Administration said a budget engagement survey
conducted earlier in the year received about 40 re-
sponses, but clarified the survey had been conduct-
ed primarily to help inform service levels and the
budget rather than specifically to create the strate-
gic plan.

CAO Sherry Baers said the strategic plan itself is
intended to establish council’s direction to admin-
istration.

“This is council’s document that sets their prior-
ities for guiding the county in a direction over this
term,” Baers said.

She added that broader county planning docu-
ments, including the Municipal Development Plan,
had gone through extensive public engagement and
helps inform some of the strategic plan’s direction.

Baers said she welcomed the fact that residents

were scrutinizing the plan.

“We create them and we’re being held accounta-
ble, and I really appreciate that,” she said.

She also called for more discussion about eco-
nomic development including where the county
wants growth to occur and whether additional re-
sources are needed to attract development.

Other discussion centred on the county’s reliance
on non-residential assessment.

During the meeting, administration said Wheat-
land County expects about $33.6 million in munici-
pal property tax revenue in 2026, including roughly
$4.8 million from residential property, $2.9 million
from farmland, $18.4 million from non-residential
assessment and $7.5 million from machinery and
equipment.

The plan states that future departmental plans,
budgets and reporting will be tied back to the stra-
tegic objectives so council can track progress over
the remainder of its term.

Council approved the plan as presented.
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Strathmore’s railway roots take centre stage at The Vault

MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore might look very different today if the
Canadian Pacific Railway had taken another route
across Western Canada.

That history and the railway, irrigation projects
and demonstration farm that helped put Strathmore
on the map — will be the focus of an upcoming pre-
sentation at The Vault Cultural Collective.

The Western District Historical Society will wel-
come long time Strathmore resident and local busi-
nessman Bruce Klaiber for Strathmore: In the Begin-
ning on Oct. 2 at 7 p.m. upstairs at The Vault.

Klaiber has spent years researching the Canadian
Pacific Railway (CPR), the development of irrigation
in the region and the CPR Demonstration and Sup-
ply Farm in Strathmore. His connection to the latter
is also personal.

“My family purchased the CPR’s demonstration
farm, part in 1944, and the other part in 1946,” he
said. “I grew up in Strathmore.”

Klaiber’s deeper dive into the property’s history
began after he joined the Western District Historical
Society roughly 14 years ago. As members discussed
the pieces of Strathmore’s past they believed were
worth researching and preserving, the demonstrati-
on farm was an obvious subject for him to pursue.

What he found went well beyond the history of
one property.

“I knew a bit about the farm, but I would spend
some time doing some research on it,” he said. “I
was completely blown away by the importance of
the farm, the importance of the irrigation district.”

His Oct. 2 presentation will trace the railway’s
journey west from Winnipeg, the establishment of
irrigation and the role of the CPR’s demonstration
farm.

It will also look at how those developments in-
fluenced where communities grew across the Prai-
ries.

For Klaiber, understanding that history helps ex-
plain why Strathmore exists where it does today.

“It was because of the railroad, because of the ir-
rigation district, because of the demonstration farm,
that Strathmore came into being, its current locati-
on,” he said.

The route itself was not a foregone conclusion.
Klaiber said the line through southern Alberta was
not the original route being considered for the rail-
way, meaning the story of Strathmore, and potenti-
ally the development that followed the rail corridor,
could have unfolded differently.

That connection between the railway and later
transportation routes is one of the pieces of history
that particularly caught his attention during his re-
search.

“Eventually, the Trans-Canada Highway followed
the rail line as well, across the Prairies,” he said.

Klaiber believes Strathmore’s role in that larger
story deserves greater recognition.

“I think that Strathmore should recognize its im-
portant part in history,” he said.

The Western District Historical Society president
Rhonda Christie-Stockwell said Klaiber was a natu-
ral choice for the presentation because of the rese-
arch he has already done and the talks he has given
throughout the community.

Christie-Stockwell will also take part in the eve-
ning highlighting another way the society is working
to make Strathmore’s history accessible.

The society has developed three walking tours
that can be followed through an app called On This
Spot and can be found through the Apple App sto-
re. Printed booklets will be also available for those
who would rather leave their phones behind. Chris-
tie-Stockwell has been updating the modern day
photographs used in the tours so residents can com-
pare historic locations with what stands there now.

Preserving those stories has become increasingly
important as the physical reminders of Strathmore’s
past disappear.

“Over the years, a lot of the old buildings have
been torn down, and with no regard to trying to
maintain them,” Christie-Stockwell said. “So I think
history is very important, and we want to keep it
alive for the generations to be able to learn about it.”

Christie-Stockwell said the historical society is cur-
rently having a documentary produced that will tell
more of the community’s story and include inter-
views with local families. The intention is eventually
to bring that project into area schools.

Christie-Stockwell said even people who have
lived in the area for decades can be surprised by
how much history was sitting just outside their door.

Klaiber has had a similar experience through his
research, particularly as he discovered stories that
risk being lost as generations pass.

He said he wishes some of the work had begun
earlier when more of the people who had firsthand
experience with the demonstration farm and irriga-
tion district were still available to tell their stories.

“I think that this effort should have taken place
perhaps a generation before me,” Klaiber said. “The-
re were so many people alive and living that had
worked at the farm and with the irrigation district.”

The Vault’s upstairs space holds approximately 50
people. Christie-Stockwell said the society plans to
gauge interest following the presentation and may
hold a larger version at the Strathmore Legion in
the spring. Another presentation is also planned
through Wheatland Family and Community Support
Services in November.

For those attending Oct. 2, Christie-Stockwell said
the goal is simple; give residents a better under-
standing of the forces that created the community
around them.

“Just getting the knowledge of how Strathmore
came to be, and how important it was to the area,”
she said.

Admission to Strathmore: In the Beginning is free.
Tickets are available in person at The Vault Cultural
Collective and online.

#1 choice for electricity.
#1 choice for natural gas.

Thanks Alberta

easymax

by ENMAX Energy

easymax.ca | 310-6010
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Upcoming Meetings

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

* WHEATLAND

- COUNTY

October 6, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting
October 13, 2026, 9:00 a.m. |[Municpal Planning Commission

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

‘ To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted.
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Public Hearings

Wheatland County Council Chambers October 20™, 2026 at 11 a.m.

Wheatland County will consider the following applications for Public Hearing at the regular Council meeting on Tuesday, October 20", 2026.
The following public hearings begin at 11 a.m. and proceed until all applications have been heard:

File No: LU2026-006

Bylaw #: 2016-14

Location: Lot 3, Block 1, Plan 1010624 — NE-20-22-26-W4M

Proposal: To redesignate Lot 3, Block 1, Plan 1010624, from CR District to
AG District to facilitate a subsequent boundary adjustment between the
subject lands and Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 0810016, all within NE-20-22-26-
W4M, resulting in a + 2.83 hectare (x 7.00 acre) parcel and a £ 32.38
hectare (+ 80.01 acre) remainder parcel

File No: LU2026-005
Bylaw #: 2026-11

Location: Lot 2, Block 2, Plan 0413687 — SE-31-25-23-W4M
Proposal: To redesignate a portion of the subject lands from Agriculture
General District to Country Residential District, to facilitate a subsequent
subdivision resulting in a + 1.82 hectare (+ 4.50 acre) parcel and a + 23.19
hectare (£ 57.31 acre) remainder parcel
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Comments may be forwarded in writing to Wheatland County or in person at the above meeting. The application files may be

reviewed in the County Office during regular office hours — Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Any comments provided will become

part of the public record in accordance with Section 13(1) of Alberta’s Protection of Privacy Act. Any personal information on
submissions made regarding applications is collected under the authority of the Protection of Privacy Act, Section 4(c) that
information relates directly to and is necessary for an operating program or activity of the public body.

Wheatland County Fire Services is Recruiting @F'q.:: _'i'{
B - B

Paid On-Call and Volunteer Firefighters. :E-‘E_a =‘r\':';|.-."'
e e

Make a real impact in your community by responding to fires, *‘t (WHEATLANR 3

collisions, and medical emergencies.

No experience required, full training and equipment provided.

Requirements

= Must live within a 15 minute response time to the fire hall

+ Be 18 years of age or older

» Valid Class 5 drivers license

+ Provide a satisfactory eriminal record check including a
vulnerable sector check

» Provide a satisfactory drivers abstract

« Bewilling to learn how to become a firefighter through training
courses provided

» Eligible to work in Canada

If the opportunity to become part of Wheatland
County Fire Services interests you, please
email: fireservices@wheatlandcounty.ca

to find out how you can become a Paid on Call
or Volunteer Firefighter.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Artistic display

Legion President Donovan Arnaud dis-
plays a newly-painted commemorative
sidewalk that leads to the entrance of
the Strathmore Legion, featuring sym-
bols representing the Army, Navy and Air
Force alongside the words “Lest We For-
get.” A torch at the head of the design is
in honour of the poem In Flanders Field
by John McCrae. The torch in the poem
| is a metaphor for the duty, responsibility
| and fight for freedom passed from the
fallen soldiers to the living. The sidewalk
was chosen instead of a traditional street
crosswalk to help protect the artwork
from traffic and preserve it as a lasting
tribute to those who served Canada.
The project comes as the Royal Cana-
dian Legion marks its 100th anniversary
in Canada, commemorating a century of
remembrance, service to veterans and
involvement in communities across the
country.

Melissa Crispin-Piche Photo

the brooms

The Strathmore Reds (teen-
age division) enjoyed a strong
weekend of District 3 Little
| League Fall Ball action, defeat-
ing the Spartans 15-4 on Sept.
26. The Reds followed up with
another win the following day,
earning a 13-9 victory to com-
plete the weekend sweep.

Joe Lepage Photos

The Holy Cross Collegiate Hawks senior boys
M volleyball team defeated the Banff Bears on
Day 2 of their home tournament en route to
a gold medal win. The tournament was held
Sept. 25-26 in the school’s gymnasium.

Joe Lepage Photos

STRATHMOREARTS.COM

PayPal showpass

OCTOBER 3, 2026 | STRATHMORE TRAVELODGE | DOORS OPEN 5:30PM | DINNER 6:30PM | SHOW 7:30PM

ETRANSFER STRATHMOREMUSICALARTS@GMAILCOM | TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE VAULT, STRATHMORE
HOME HARDWARE, ASSIST BUSINESS CENTRE, PRO WATER & LIL HOOTS FAMILY BOUTIQUE
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Family-Friendly
Dentistry

N7

VALLLY

DENTAL CLINIC

5
Dr. Mala Gupta

Dr. Sandeep Stevens
Dr. Tony Kim

Dr. Derek Bourma

‘. We now

PROPER OFFER

Brushing
Technique

* Position your toothbrush at a
45 degree angle, directing the
bristles to where your gums
and teeth meet.

Invisalign
(with Payment options),

Implant
~ Placement and
Restoration,

Brush with a gentle, circular
motion. Don’t scrub, as
brushing too hard can
damage gums.

IV Sedation

for extractions,
Implant
Supported
Dentures

Clean the chewing surface,
cheek side and tongue side
of each tooth.

Spend at least 30 seconds
brushing each quadrant of the
mouth. A thorough brushing
should take 2 to 3 minutes.

Try reversing your usual
brushing pattern. Always
brushing teeth in the same
order may cause you to miss
the same spots every time.

VALLLY

DENTAL CLINIC

231 2nd Avenue, Strathmore

403-934-2832

info@valleydentalstrathmore.ca
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FARMING FOR HOSPIGE

2026

WHEATLAND & ARFA Zaosice Saciety

Sponsor an Acre for $300
to build a rural hospice in Wheatland County

Partial, full, or multiple acre donations accepted at

Hospice palliative www.wheatlandhospice.ca
care helps to ]

q d of life or mail a cheque to

tmprove ety Box 2154, Strathmore, AB T1P 1K3
dignity in our
community. Questions? contact

Gerry Kroon 403-471-6473 « Keith Clayton 403-934-7893

People, Programs, Places WAHS 403-934-8199

] Like us on
FaceBook

(35) PIONEER.

Life and Death Matters

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

WHEATLAND ¢ AREA _ S4itien Pagyuon &y
Fospice Society HCNATRSON BCORE  jamasr D:BASE et

PUBLIC NOTICE
RADIANT RIDGE ENERGY LIMITED
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT ACT
NOTICE OF APPLICATION

In accordance with the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, Radiant Ridge Energy
Limited (Radiant Ridge) has applied Alberta Environment and Protected Areas (EPA) for an approval
to install modularized data centre infrastructure, including a 9.96 MW power plant, on a newly
acquired, undisturbed lease within S¥2-12-024-22W4M adjoining Lynx Energy ULC’s (Lynx) Hussar
Crowfoot Deep Gas Plant in Wheatland County, Alberta.

The power plant will include: 10 Intermodal containers factory integrated with four 249 kW generator
sets using internal glycol circulation medium cooling.

A directly affected person may provide input into certain regulatory decisions, as allowed by the
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (section 73). Specifically, any person who is directly
affected by this application may submit a written statement of concern within 30 days of the date of
this notice to:

Environment and Protected Areas

Regulatory Assurance Section

Approvals Unit

5th Floor, South Petroleum Plaza

9915 - 108 ST., EDMONTON, AB T5K 2G8

Email: epa.epeaapplications@gov.ab.ca

The written statement of concern should include the following information to be assured it can be
considered:
e The application number 001-511866.
* Describe concerns that are relevant to matters regulated by the Environmental Protection
and Enhancement Act.
e Explain how the filer of the concern will be directly affected by the activities proposed in the
application.
e Provide the legal land location of the land owned or used by the filer where the concerns
described are believed to be applicable
o State the distance between the land owned or used by the filer and the site in the application.
¢ Contactinformation including the full name and mailing address of the filer. Please provide a
telephone number and/or email address for ease of contact.

Environment and Protected Areas will review each written statement of concern, seek more
information if needed, and concerns that are relevant to the application and for which the Director
has delegated authority to address in the decision on the application, will be considered in the
technical review of the application. The Public Notice of this application will also be posted on the
Department's website at https://avw.alberta.ca/PublicNoticesViewer.aspx.

Statements of concern submitted regarding this application are public records which are accessible
by the public and the applicant. Failure to file a statement of concern may affect the right to file a
Notice of Appeal with the Environmental Appeals Board.

Copies of the application and additional information can be obtained from:
Radiant Ridge Energy Limited
Attention: Corey McAllister
102 - 1212 1 ST SE., CALGARY, AB T2G 2H8
Telephone: 403-290-0450
Email: coreym@basenvland.ca

Badgers doubleheader

The Strathmore Badgers peewee football team came away with a 49-32 victory over Ponoka on Sept.
26, scoring late in the game to pull away after a close battle at the Crowther Memorial Junior High
School field. The Bantam Badgers followed in the second game of the back-to-back, falling 60-0 to
Ponoka. Joe Lepage Photos

5

mr’-‘
b s 5

DON'T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR
THE LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!

= | IVEINLAKEWOOD.CA

G@LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE
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Who's Who In Alberta
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The
mechanics
you can
frust.

JMR

Jay's Mechanical Ee pairs

4-113 Orchard Way, Strathmore Call or Text 403-324-8241
jay.m.repairs @gmail.com

Many of us are guilty of neglecting regular car maintenance, often waiting until it is too late—
resulting in hefty repair bills or, worse, a broken-down vehicle. While routine care is frequently
overlooked, it is crucial for ensuring your vehicle’s safety, reliability, and longevity. Neglecting
these services can lead to costly repairs, unexpected breakdowns, and potential safety hazards.

By focusing on preventative maintenance, MJR — Jay’s Mechanical Repairs helps area drivers
avoid the stress of unexpected mechanical failures. Their detailed inspections provide owners
with a clear picture of their vehicle’s health, allowing for informed decisions and prioritized repairs
based on safety and necessity.

Established in 2021, MJR — Jay’s Mechanical Repairs is guided by owner/mechanic Jayson
Hort and wife Kaitlyn Hort. They pride themselves on building lasting relationships with
customers, turning clients into friends through their commitment to providing quality repairs at
affordable prices.

MJR - Jay’s Mechanical Repairs’ team provides professional diagnostic problem-solving, oil
changes, brake service, steering and suspension repair, A/C service, belts and hoses, electrical
system repair, exhausts, custom mufflers, diesel truck service, transmission repair, major and
minor repairs, custom modifications, engine rebuilding and upgrades, tire sales, service and
repairs, Out-of-Province Inspections, along with factory-scheduled maintenance.

Backed by years of experience and strong community ties, MJR — Jay’s Mechanical Repairs
boasts a stellar 4.9-star rated reputation on Google. With such a strong commitment to customer
satisfaction, it’s no surprise that they have earned the trust of drivers throughout the area. They
are also a proud member of the Better Business Bureau with an A+ rating.

When your “Check Engine” light comes on, don’t wait for a minor sensor problem to turn into
major engine trouble. Visit MJR — Jay’s Mechanical Repairs for expert diagnostics and fair,
upfront pricing. Like them on Facebook!

Wheatland
Funeral Home Ltd.

Honouring Life, Cherishing Memories

202 Lakeside Blvd., Strathmore
info@wheatlandfuneralhome.ca

Since 1984, Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd. has been a cornerstone of the community, built
on a long-standing tradition of care, compassion, and integrity. Their core values of thoughtful
guidance, unwavering respect, and helping families honour the memories of their loved ones
continue to be the foundation of everything they do.

Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd. believes that every life deserves to be honored with compassion,
dignity, and care. For them, funerals are more than ceremonies; they are heartfelt tributes that
reflect the unique story of each person and the love shared by their family and community.

Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd. take great pride in caring for their families and will work tirelessly
to provide you with a beautiful, lasting tribute to your loved one. While honoring your loved one is
their top priority, they also want to help you through this difficult time. Wheatland Funeral Home
Ltd. has a wide range of resources to support you not only today, but in the weeks and months
to come.

Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd. understands that planning a funeral can feel overwhelming.
That’s why they’re here to make the process as simple and stress-free as possible. You can trust
local owners Glen Van Bussel, his wife Brooke, and their team to guide you with compassion,
openness, and transparency every step of the way.

The mission at Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd. is to help families create personalized funerals and
memorials. This approach keeps them open to traditional religious rites as well as contemporary
gatherings that deeply reflect a person’s life. That means whether you want a basic cremation with
cremated remains scattered in a personally meaningful place, a funeral at the funeral home with
cemetery burial nearby, or a modern celebration of life with music and a send-off that expresses
the passions of yourself or your loved one, they are happy to deliver.

Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd.’s chapel seats 100 people, with services including burial,
cremation, caskets, urns, monuments, jewelry, stationery, Live streams or video recordings, and
logistical support like arranging cemetery plots and placing obituary notices.

Contact Wheatland Funeral Home Ltd. for a consultation with no obligation.

Visit www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca for additional information or to read the obituaries. Like
them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wheatlandfuneralhome/.

403-934-4404

2604 35th Ave. N.E., Calgary
info@thebingopalace.ca

The Bingo Palace is more than just a place to play a game of bingo; it is a bustling social center
that combines modern gaming technology with a deep-seated commitment to supporting Calgary
and the surrounding communities. What truly sets The Bingo Palace apart is its charitable impact.
The hall operates in partnership with local non-profit organizations. Every time a bingo card is
purchased, the proceeds are funneled directly back into Alberta’s social fabric.

While the classic paper-and-ink experience remains a favorite for many, The Bingo Palace has
embraced the digital age. The facility offers electronic gaming options that allow players to track
multiple cards simultaneously, ensuring they never miss a number.

The Bingo Palace has been home to the Calgary Community and Sport Bingo Association since
1983. It is a renowned bingo hall and a not for profit organization managed by General Manager
Karen Baker, who is assisted by a friendly team, and tons of local volunteers helping each year.

The Bingo Palace is designed to fit into any lifestyle, offering two distinct sessions 7 days of
the week. Afternoon Events bingo starts at 12:00PM (noon) doors open at 10:00AM and Evening
events bingo starts at 6:00PM. Monday and Thursday’s Half-Price Day! 50% off all day long on
both events. Player of the week Every Tuesday-with new and exciting changes. Don'’t forget
every Friday has guaranteed minimum bonanza payouts. Super Saturdays, and Fantabulous
Sundays-Power Play pricing all day!

The Bingo Palace sells the latest scratch tickets, Keno, lottery tickets, 6/49, Western 6/49, Lotto
Max, and Western Max. Their fully licensed concession provides tasty food at affordable prices.

With a perfect mix of high-stakes tension, community spirit, and great food, The Bingo Palace
remains one of Alberta’s most unique and rewarding ways to spend your leisure time.

Stop by today. Visit their website at www.thebingopalace.ca to view daily pot updates, events
and specials. You can even use your smartphone to check upcoming events on the go via the
Bingo Plus App, available at the App Store or Google Play. Keep up-to-date on pots, and the
weekly schedule on their Facebook. www.facebook.com/TheBingoPalace

Looking for a great way to enjoy yourself? Visit the bingo hall we recommend: The Bingo
Palace. The Magic Kingdom of Bingo!

403-291-0973

B N L] .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

Radiate Confidence with a new smile!

115 2nd Ave. Strathmore 403-901-0440

At Wheatland Denture & Implant Centre, your smile is more than just a set of teeth—it reflects
your confidence, health, and happiness.

Losing teeth shouldn’t mean losing the ability to enjoy your favorite foods, laugh freely, or speak
without hesitation. That is why our mission is to restore not just your teeth, but your overall quality
of life.

What distinguishes Wheatland Denture & Implant Centre is their patient-first approach. They
understand that visiting a denturist can be an emotional journey, especially for new patients or
those facing significant dental changes. They prioritize creating a warm, comfortable, and stress-
free environment.

Wheatland Denture & Implant Centre is guided by Soo Kim, Owner and Denture Specialist,
whose years of hands-on experience and commitment to continuous innovation translate directly
into superior patient outcomes, delivering great smiles at affordable prices. Soo is a member of
the College of Alberta Denturists and holds a great reputation in the region.

Leveraging today’s advancements in denture technology with state-of-the-art equipment,
Wheatland Denture & Implant Centre offers a full spectrum of restorative solutions designed to
fit any lifestyle, including: implant-supported dentures, complete dentures, partial dentures and
Surgical/Immediate Dentures.

Wheatland Denture & Implant Centre’s on-site laboratory gives our practice complete control
over every stage of the process—from the initial design and accurate shade matching to the final
customization of dental prosthetics. They also provide same-day relines and repairs, as well as
denture engraving. Walk-ins are welcome.

Wheatland Denture & Implant Centre accepts insurance, including the Canadian Dental Care
Plan (CDCP).

Calltomake anappointmentfor a free consultation or visit our website at www.wheatlanddenture.
com for additional information. Facebook: www.facebook.com/wheatlanddenturecentre/

Hours: Monday to Thursday 8:30 AM to 4 pm. and Friday 8:30 AM-12 PM.

Ak

Home

hardware

Locally Owned. Genuinely Canadian.

14 Spruce Park Drive, Strathmore 403-934-3802

Founded in 1964 in St. Jacobs, Ontario, by Walter Hachborn and Henry Sittler, Home Hardware
Stores Limited has grown into Canada’s largest Dealer-owned and operated home improvement
cooperative, with over 1,100 affiliated locations across the country.

They offer an impressive selection of over 100,000 nationally recognized brands, including more
than 10,000 exclusive private-label products. Strathmore Home Hardware carries a wide variety
of supplies for builders, farmers, homeowners, and do-it-yourselfers.

Shopping at Home Hardware gives you access to standout Canadian-manufactured
products:BeautiTone Paint: Manufactured in Burford, Ontario, BeautiTone is Canada’s #1
Canadian-owned retail paint brand, celebrated for high-durability formulas designed specifically
for Canadian weather. Ask about joining the Painter’s Club!

Benchmark & Radley Tools: Reliable private-label tools engineered to offer professional quality
at accessible price points, alongside top brands like DeWalt, Milwaukee, and Stanley.

Strathmore Home Hardware stocks what our community actually needs! From specialized
hardware to everyday essentials, get expert help and get right back to your weekend project—
without the big-box hassle.

They offer quality lawn and garden products, STIHL equipment, plumbing and electrical materials,
Yeti products, housewares, cookware, small kitchen appliances, heaters and humidifiers, kitchen
design, kitchen cabinets, countertops, lighting, automotive products, farm items, home decor,
giftware and seasonal items, (summer) garden centre, skate sharping, key cutting-rekey locks,
propane tanks and much more.

Visit in-store or shop online at www.homehardware.ca. Simply place your order online and pick
it up at Strathmore Home Hardware.

Perks & Rewards: Home Hardware Insider: Sign up online or in-store to receive exclusive
promotions! eGift Cards: Available online and make the perfect gift for any occasion.

Scene+™ Rewards: Earn points with every project! Swipe your Scene+™ card to earn and save
(1,000 Scene+™ points = $10 off).

Choosing Home Hardware means choosing neighbourly service, tailored product selections,
and a home-grown network that keeps Canadian communities strong. Stop by today!

Reconnect with the Sounds You Love.

175 Chestermere Station Way #201 403-668-7776
Oasis Medical Centre-Chestermere audiahc@gmail.com

Hearing health plays a critical role in how people connect with loved ones and experience the
world. Yet, finding personal, localized care in a field dominated by large corporate chains can be
challenging.

Independent clinics, such as Alberta Hearing Center —Chestermere’s only locally owned and
operated hearing clinic—prioritize long-term patient relationships over sales targets. They give
patients the time needed to adjust to new devices, resolve fitting issues, and fine-tune settings
over time.

Hearing loss often develops gradually, leading to fatigue, communication barriers, or social
isolation if left untreated. For people seeking clarity and compassionate support, Alberta Hearing
Center provides a vital, specialized service focused on restoring connection and confidence.

Choosing not to invest in better hearing can profoundly impact your loved ones. Constantly
asking others to repeat themselves, feeling ignored, or managing misunderstandings takes a
heavy toll on relationships. Untreated hearing loss can also lead to social withdrawal and a higher
risk of cognitive decline.

Thankfully, modern advancements in technology—including Artificial Intelligence (Al)—have
transformed hearing aids into sophisticated, discreet devices that dramatically improve quality of
life.

Local owner Mark Ganden, B.Sc., BC-HIS, RHAP, is a licensed member of CHAPA (College of
Hearing Aid Practitioners of Alberta) with 35 years of experience in the hearing profession. Mark
begins the process with a thorough diagnostic hearing test. More than a simple screening, this
assessment accurately maps a patient’s hearing profile to identify the precise type, degree, and
pattern of hearing loss. This detailed information is crucial for fitting devices correctly and ensuring
optimal results.

Alberta Hearing Center offers a comprehensive range of hearing health solutions, including
diagnostic hearing assessments and evaluations for both adults and children (ages 4+), Hearing
aid fitting and programming, tinnitus evaluations and management, Tympanometry (Middle Ear
Evaluations), annual screenings and custom earplugs

Alberta Hearing Center is an authorized vendor for WCB, AADL, DVA Health Identification
Cards, and private insurance.

When you're ready to start your journey to better hearing, contact Mark to book a free
consultation. Visit www.albertahearingcenter.ca to learn more about this exceptional business
that we highly recommend.
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Building a bright future

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Last week, our government announced fuel tax re-
lief for Albertans, stronger career and financial edu-
cation, and help for Alberta businesses looking to
expand abroad. These measures will ease the cost of
living while creating opportunities for Albertans to
build their future right here at home.

Albertans will get a three-month break from provin-
cial fuel taxes starting Oct. 1. Our government is sus-
pending the full 13-cent-per-litre tax on gasoline and
diesel until the end of the year to help offset higher
fuel prices. That means savings of $7.80 on a 60-litre
fill-up. This relief will also help businesses that rely on
vehicles to make deliveries and serve customers. We
will keep monitoring fuel prices at the pump to make
sure the full tax savings are passed on to Albertans.

Students should leave school with the skills they
need to manage money and make informed career
choices. That is why Alberta’s government is making
changes to the Grade 10 career and life management

curriculum that focuses on practical financial skills, in-
cluding budgeting, saving, banking, responsible spen-
ding, and managing debt. Students taking this course
will also explore careers and entrepreneurship path-
ways, including starting their own business. Teachers
will test the draft curriculum this school year befo-
re province-wide implementation, planned for Sep-
tember 2028. Draft Grade 10 physical education and
wellness and Grades 7 to 9 science curricula are also
available for testing. We have committed $41 million
this school year to support the broader rollout of this
updated curriculum.

Alberta businesses looking to expand international-
ly will benefit from a $1.1-million investment in Level
Up. Our government is partnering with Calgary Eco-
nomic Development to deliver export training, coa-
ching, and advice on specific markets to companies
across Alberta. Selling to more international markets
can reduce reliance on any single market when tariffs
and trade disputes disrupt sales. Level Up builds on
the Trade Accelerator Program, which has supported
more than 660 Alberta companies since 2018. Those

businesses have secured more than 200 trade deals
across 50 international markets, showing how export
support can help local businesses grow and find new
customers.

Finally, I am excited to share that a new non-pro-
fit Community Hub in Chestermere has received $1.5
million in funding from the Government of Alberta
through the 2026 Active Communities Initiative Grant.
This funding is an exciting step forward for Chester-
mere, supporting the vision for a shared community
hub, expanded recreational opportunities, and much-
needed community space for residents.

By lowering fuel costs, investing in education and
economic growth, and supporting local non-profits
and recreation, our government is helping build stron-
ger communities and a stronger future for Alberta.

We will continue working to keep Alberta a place
where families can put down roots, build their lives,
and create a secure future.

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chestermere-Stra-
thmore and the Parliamentary Secretary for Afforda-
bility and Utilities)

RCMP gives tips to youth on protecting their digital reputation

ALBERTA RCMP

Throughout September, the Alberta
RCMP is sharing online safety tips with
youth. As young people navigate incre-
asingly complex online environments,
their digital reputations can have lasting
real-world consequences.

Youth should be aware of the follo-
wing before going online:

* Digital footprint: Your digital foot-
print is the trail of data you leave behind
when using the internet. Every website
you visit, message you send, and post
you share contributes to it. Remember,
posts and messages, including disappe-
aring messages, can be permanent. De-
leting content does not guarantee remo-
val, and future employers, schools, and

others may see your online activity.

* Sharing personal information: Think
carefully before sharing information
such as your school’s name, sports team,
location, daily routine, or other iden-
tifying details. This information can be
used by the wrong person to determine
your whereabouts or learn more about
you.

* Consent: Always get consent before
posting or sending photos or informati-
on of others.

* Image sharing: Images shared online
may remain accessible through screens-
hots, downloads, or reposts, even after
they are deleted. The safest option is to
never share explicit images of yourself,
but if you do, consider the risks. Sharing,
forwarding, or posting explicit images
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of youth, even if they were shared with
you consensually, may result in criminal
charges.

* Al-generated images: Any image
can be manipulated using artificial intel-
ligence to create a deepfake. Creating,
sharing, or distributing explicit deepfake
images can cause significant harm and
may carry the same consequences as
sharing real explicit images.

e Privacy settings: Use the privacy
and safety settings available on your ac-
counts. Enter your correct date of birth
to access youth safety features where
available. Set accounts to private, re-
view who can contact or view your pro-
file, disable location sharing when not
needed, and limit app permissions for
your camera and microphone.

“If something online makes you
uncomfortable, pressured, threatened,
or unsafe, speak to a trusted adult and

report the behaviour through the plat-
form,” says Cst. Scott Sterling, ALERT In-
ternet Child Exploitation (ICE) Unit. “By
being thoughtful about your online pre-
sence and knowing where to find help,
you can better protect your privacy, sa-
fety, and wellbeing online. Mistakes may
happen or your online preferences may
change, but help is always available.”

Parents and guardians can assist by
maintaining an open, ongoing conversa-
tion about online activity, digital repu-
tation, and safe online behaviour. Crea-
ting a supportive environment can make
it easier for youth to seek help when
needed.

For more information on online safe-
ty, visit Public Safety Canada’s Help for
Youth, follow us on Facebook @RCMPi-
nAlberta, Instagram @RCMPALBERTA-
GRC, X @RCMPAlberta, and on YouTube
@RCMP-GRC Alberta.
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FRANK MCINENLY

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Frank Mclnenly, age
78, who passed away suddenly, surrounded by his family, at Foothills Hospital
in Calgary, Alberta, on September 17, 2026.

From a young age, Frank learned the value of hard work, determination, and
independence. At just 13 years old, he began working for himself by selling a
Grad Class fundraiser auction. His entrepreneurial spirit and strong work ethic
continued throughout his life.

“ 1 In 1967, Frank started McInenly Auctions, conducting his first suction sale for
| the J.R. Goldthorpe Estate. This marked the beginning of a long and successful
| career in the auction business. In 1969, he opened FM Trailer World, shortly

= before meeting his future wife, Agnes. Frank owned the Stavely Auction Market
in 1975 -1980 & again in 1993 - 2005 selling thousands of cattle in southern Alberta.

G $30 (Advance
& sa0 (D?"'cg%)
General Ag_vr'nissionv"
$25 (Advance) $35 (D,
Advance Students $15
Kids 6'& unde_n;:__liB«iE’ ‘

TICKETS ON SALE AT SAMMICH SYCLES & TECA GOLF SIMULATORS
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE AT EVENTBRITE.CA VIA QR CODE

Corporate, Group, and VIP Ticket Questions

Call 403-616-1870
TECA

Card Subject to change without notice

mmich
cles

Frank was a proud supporter of his community and could often be found selling local events, 4-H, and
fundraising auctions throughout Southern Alberta. He had a distinctive voice and a larger-than-life
presence—when Frank walked into a room, people knew he was there.

Frank’s proudest moments came from watching his daughters and grandchildren compete in rodeo
throughout the western provinces and the United States. He was immensely proud of every accomplishment,
big or small, and never missed an opportunity to tell anyone who would listen about his girls and grandkids.
Frank and Agnes spent countless days sitting on the bleachers at small-town rodeos, cheering loudly from
the sidelines and following their family from one arena to the next. He loved watching them compete, but even
more than that, he loved being their biggest fan and sharing their accomplishments with anyone who would
listen.

Frank will be lovingly remembered by his wife of 52 years, Agnes; his daughters, Stacey Mclnenly and Holly
Kugler; and his grandchildren, Austin Emineth (Kirstyn), Tynell McInenly, Keilan & Bristie Kugler. He was a
proud great-grandfather to Reece and June Emineth.

He is also survived by his sister, Jo Boulton (Brian); sisters-in-law, Margaret Ann Schmitke (Ken), Carol Lyall
(Mike), and Barb Lyall; as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends who will forever cherish his
memory.

Frank was predeceased by his parents, Percy and Kay McInenly; his in-laws, Dick and Helen Lyall; and his
brother-in-law, Eldon Lyall.

Shortly before Frank said “Sold” for the final time, he was peacefully surrounded by his family and close
friends—Agnes and family, Bill and Dawn, Cody Lee, Ken and Margaret Ann, Brian and Jo, and Doug.

Frank leaves behind a lasting legacy of hard work, dedication to family and community, and countless
memories that will be cherished by all who had the privilege of knowing and loving him.

Celebration of life to be held Thursday, October 1, 2026 @ 1pm at the Cultural Recreation Centre,
504 4th Ave S, Vulcan, Alberta

In keeping with Frank’s love of the auction business, we kindly ask that you
come dressed casually, as though you were attending one of his auction
sales.

In lieu of flowers please make a donation to the Vulcan Community Health &
Wellness Foundation.

: Vulcan
/7 Funeral Home
Peter & Wendy Holukoff

227 Centre St, Vulcan
403-485-2633

vulcanfuneralhome.ca

It's a privilege to serve the community




NOTICES NOTICES

(Strathmore & District Curling Club Wheatland &
Area Hospi

ANNUAL FALL ‘SEASON | | ¢ o

OPENER’ MEETING

Wednesday, October 7th

6:30 p.m. Refreshments
7:00 p.m. Meeting

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

and seniors with
cleaning help. Thorough.
Attention to detail.
Please call 236-457-1336
for an introduction
appointment.

Quality Water. Western Legacy. Since 1894

NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS
(for By Election)
Irrigation Districts Act (Sections 31,54, 58, 59)
Local Authorities Election Act (Section 11, 25, 26)

Western Irrigation District
in the Province of Alberta

Notice is hereby given that nominations are open
from the date of this publication until 4:00 pm
on Thursday, October 8, 2026, for the election
of candidates for the following offices and will
be received at the location of the office of the
Western Irrigation District set out below:

Office(s) Number Division
of Vacancies Number
Director 1 4

(Proposed Bylaw changes to be reviewed) Oct 28 @ 6 pm
Everyone welcome! /| Cairnhill Hall

Do you need hel, HELP WANTED

i ym"-[wnw / Ritchie Stairs Inc.

: dewl;’;q 9 isinneed of a

in olrathmore: SHOP FOREMAN

For 20 years, I've come starting at $25/hour.

alongside busy families Must have

knowledge of hand
tools and experience
is preferred but
will train.
Resumes can
be sent to
ritchiestairs@

gmail.com /

HELP WANTED

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less).
Reach 75 weekly newspapers.
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com;
email classifieds@awna.com

COMING EVENT

EDMONTON COIN SHOW - Oc-
tober 17 & 18, 2026. Saturday
10 am - 4:30 pm; Sunday
10 am - 3 pm. Lions Centre
11113 - 113 Street, Edmon-
ton. Family friendly! Displays *
Auctions * Free market evalu-
ations.* Dealers from across
Canada. * Visit www.edmon-
toncoinclub.com/shows

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!
403-934-5589

LIVESTOCK

( PASTURE
WANTED:

Cow/Calf Pairs.
Quiet, quality cattle.
Checked regular.
Managed well.
Don't overgraze.
Contact Travis @
Redline Livestock

403-994-1065 )

SERVICES

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER.
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender and
get quick approval. 403-543-
0927;  www.firstandsecond-
mortgages.ca

BUILDINGS

NTEGRITY  POST  FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT
WITH  CONCRETE POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds and more,
sales@integritybuilt.com
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

TRAVEL

0S0Y00S LAKESHORE VILLA:
Executive lakeview villa in Os-
oyoos, BC, breathtaking lake
and mountain views; just 3
minutes from town. Vacation
in Canada’s warmest destina-
tion. Or warmer weather, two
luxurious 5-star resort units in
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 306-
716-2671 or visit 0soyoo-
slakevilla.com

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS IN THE

TIMES!

Call
403-934-5589

Electoral Division 4 comprises Townships 24 in
Ranges 26, 27 and 28, Township 25 in Ranges 25,
26 and 27, Township 26 in Ranges 25, 26, 27, 28
and Township 27 in Ranges 25, 26, 27.
Nominations must be in the form prescribed by the
Irrigation Districts Act and can be obtained from:
Western Irrigation District Office: A-1000 Pine
Street, Strathmore.
DATED at the Town of Strathmore in the Province
of Alberta, this 15th day of September 2026.
Troy Tangedal
CEO
Returning Officer

Check us out ONLINE!!
wwOtrathmoreTimes com

BUYING OLD JEWELRY

Rings, Chains, Charms, Bracelets, Brooches, Pendants, Necklaces, etc.
Vintage Jewelry | Gold Jewelry | Silver Jewelry
Broken Gold & Coins

Also buying Estate Collections.

CallText Todd 1-825-365-8557

* Flatware -
WE COM

FRIENDLY

CANADIAN PRAIRIE PICKERS

SENIORS 554

ORE ON ALL PA
10% \we ALWAYS PAY CASYHqurs

— WE BUY ———

SILVER

WE BUY ALL YOUR SILVER

e Canadian, American & World Mint Sets

* Canadian Silver Coins 1968 & Older
* American Silver Coins 1964 & Older
All Forms of Silver

TO THE PRI
OF YOUR OWN HO

* PRIVATE = NO OBLIGATIONS

CY

Call Joy o Ted ——

D s25-966-4373

o— PROUDLY SERVING ALBERTA SINCE 1986

GOLD &

PAID * SILVER

ALL JEWELRY,
ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS

Bars, Bullion, Ingots, Nuggets,
Sterling Silver, Old & Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING ENTIRE GOIN
COLLECTIONS & OLD MONEY
TODD 1-825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA
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MAINSPRINGS PREGNANCY & FAMILY SUPPORT

mainsprings.com | 403-934-3017
strathmore@mainsprings.com
www.facebook.com/mainspringsstrathmore/
www.instagram.com/mainsprings.strathmore/
Mainsprings Pregnancy and Family Support in Strathmore is a
local non-profit offering free, confidential support for individuals
and families navigating pregnancy and early parenting.

We provide one-on-one support, practical resources, and
ongoing programs in a welcoming, supportive environment.
You can connect with us by visiting mainsprings.ca or

reaching out to book an appointment. Strathmore /

DENTURES

I N . L .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

ELECTRICAL GOVERNMENT

Dennis McNeill
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249

dennismcneill@shaw.ca
Strathmore, Alberta

% Service Canada

@2\ Decked Dut’AB

General Contracting

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-393-7097

wesalldeckedoutab.ca

www.alldeckedoutab.ca

W Citizenship & Immigration
o Disability Pension Plan
s Employment Insurance

¥ Veterans Affairs

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL - FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca
www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

FIREWOOD / HAULING

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
Hauling & Junk Removal

Firewood Sold in Bundles or Cords

FREE Delivery in Strathmore p E

403-934-7645

McNeill’s Inc. Working For / Contact /
ELECTRICAL i,
CONTRACTING
% Canada Pension Plan Email: david.bexte Lge.
COMMERCIAL ¥ Canada Revenue Agency Wmegsim:‘;www.dav%iaerxfeﬁ::ca
RESIDENTIAL

Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020

MPIDOW RIVER

DAVIDBEXTE

N GENERAL CONTRACTORS PLUMBING & HEATING

SiE0-TEGCH
) || ] o, S
PLUMIBING & HEATING INE.

¢ Hotwater Tanks e Furnaces
¢ Renovations  Hydronic Heating
e Service Work * Gas Fitting

* New Construction * Sewer Cleaning/

e Commercial Sewer Camera
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN Like us on Facebook
OWNER/OPERATOR

orrce 403-983-7671

admin@brotech.ca

StrathmoreTimes con

WE BUY

WE BUY ALL YOUR GOLD

o Gold Jewellery « Rings & Chains e Gold Nuggets‘
Scrap Gold e Dental Gold e All Gold Items
Gold Coins

WE COME TO THE PRIVACY

OF YOUR OWN HOME!
FRIENDLY e PRIVATE e NO OBLIGATION

—— Call Joy o Ted ——

M 825-966-4373

¢ PROUDLY SERVING ALBERTA SINCE 1986 we

g )

—— &% CANADIAN PRAIRIE PICKERS 333 —

* SENIORS 55+*

10% MORE ON ALL PAYOUTS
—— WE ALWAYS PAY CASH! —

D

CASH
FOR COINS

WANTED RovaL Canabian MINT COINS,
FrankLIN MINT, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC,
COLLECTOR'S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD S, GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS,
BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS, STERLING SILVER
& ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+
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Rural Reimagined
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Upcoming Council Meetings
October 7,2026 | 6 p.m.

October 14, 2026 | 6 p.m.

October 21,2026 | 6 p.m.

Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi

Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you're welcome

at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

2026-2027.
Waste Collection Schedule

The new waster collection schedule for the 2026-2027 year is
available.

Black Carts: Weekly pick-up year round.

Green Carts: Weekly pick-up May through October, biweekly
November through April.

Blue Carts: Biweekly pick-up year round.

For more information about our waste collection schedules, routes,
and important dates, visit: Strathmore.ca/WasteSchedule.

Join our team.
Career opportunities available.

Are you looking for a new opportunity? The Town of Strathmore
is hiring! We have a variety of positions available across different
departments.

«  Contract Group Fitness Instructor/Personal Trainer
o Casual Sports Centre Attendant

Check out Strathmore.ca/Careers for more information about
current opportunities and discover your bright future with the Town
of Strathmore.

Fall Registration Open!

Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre Fall
programming is now open!

Looking for ways to stay active, learn something new, or keep the
kids engaged this fall? We've got something for everyone!
Registration opened on August 4 for our exciting lineup of fall
programs, including:

«  Cardio & Strength

«  Seniorcise

«  Stay &Play

»  School Closure & PD Day Camps

»  MiniSport Adventure

«  Mini Movers

*  Yoga & Stretch

Whether you're looking to build strength, improve flexibility, stay
connected with your community, or keep your little ones active and

having fun, our fall programs are designed to help you make the most
of the season.

For more information about programs and activities, visit:
Strathmore.ca/SMPSportsCentre

Bored? We can fix that.
Join aboard.

Boards and committees have always played an important role in our
community. If you're looking for a way to make an impact, this is your
chance to get involved. The Town is currently accepting applications
for Family and Community Support Services Advisory Board - 1
position open.

For questions about Volunteer Boards and Committees, please email
LSAdmin@strathmore.ca or call 403-934-3133.

Notice.
Public Tax Auction

Notice is hereby given that, under the Municipal Government
Act, the Town of Strathmore will offer for sale by public
auction on Thursday, October 15, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at

the Town Office, 1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, Alberta, the
following properties:

Roll 00223.00-Plan 8311761, Unit 23A (LINC 911BD84277)
Roll01126.00-Plan 2461K, Block 2, Lots 1-4 (LINC

0016253354)

Roll01124.00-Plan 2461K, Block 2, Lots 1-4 (LINC
0013458005)

Roll 10345.00-Plan 0810941, Unit 16 (LINC 0033072456)

Properties will be offered subject to a reserve bid and the
reservations and conditions contained in the existing
Certificate of Title.

Alllands are offered on an “as is, where is” basis. The Town
makes no representations or warranties regarding services,
soil conditions, zoning, development potential, environmental
condition, or suitability for any intended use.

Terms: Balance payable within 30 days of sale by certified
cheque or bank draft. GST applies where applicable. If
payment is not received within 30 days, the Town reserves the
right to offer the property to the next highest bidder.

Redemption may be effected by payment of all tax arrears and
costs at any time before the sale.
Whenever you can, shop local.

Questions may be directed to the Manager of Financial It might sound cliché, but it

Services, Rose Jia at:

. really matters.
rose.jia@strathmore.ca
“:’s Strathmore
Enjoy them safely.
Storm pond safety.

Storm ponds play an important role in protecting our homes and
neighbourhoods. They help prevent flooding by managing heavy
rainfall and slowly releasing water back into the environment. As
water moves across streets and properties, it collects sediment,
pollutants, and debris - storm ponds help filter this before it reaches
our rivers and streams.

While Strathmore is home to many storm ponds, only Kinsmen Lake
and Strathmore Lakes permit recreational use such as fishing. For
your safety, please avoid any activity on or near other storm ponds.
These ponds are deeper than they appear with water levels that rise
and move quickly. They often contain contaminants like fertilizers,
pesticides, and animal waste as well.

Visit our website, Strathmore.ca/StormPonds for more information.

Good food, great food.
Get the Good Food Box.

The Good Food Box is a non-profit organization offering access to
quality produce while ensuring variety, freshness and affordability.
Itis is brought to you by your community, packed by volunteers and
delivered to Strathmore through FCSS. This program is accessible
for everyone regardless of income level. For more information, visit
Strathmore.ca/GoodFoodBox

Hey dogs, keep your
owner on their leash.

You don't want them gettinglost,
right?

New Addition.

Blue Recycle Carts
Coming Soon.

Starting October 5, 2026, blue

carts will be available to
Strathmore residents for
residential recycling
collection, with more
accepted materials and single-
stream collection.

(no sorting required!)




