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MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

As families across Canada prepare to gather 
around the table for Thanksgiving, the Wheat-
land County Food Bank is reminding residents 
that not every neighbour has the certainty of 
knowing where their next meal will come from.

Demand for food support continues to rise in 
the community, according to executive director 
Lynette Aschenbrenner. The food bank recently 
completed its fiscal year at the end of August af-
ter packing 966 hampers.

“We’re definitely seeing an increase in num-
bers over the last few years,” Aschenbrenner said. 
“We had packed 966 hampers for the year, which 
is up from the previous year.”

Those hampers supported roughly 2,789 indi-
viduals. About 32 per cent went to new families 
who may be new to the area or facing circum-
stances that have changed their financial situa-
tion.

Food insecurity is also reaching households 
that might not traditionally be associated with 
food bank use. 

“A good 25 per cent of the households that we 
see are working families,” Aschenbrenner said.

Housing and utility costs are taking a signifi-
cant share of household income while the cost 
of commuting adds another strain.

“We’re seeing people that are spending a good 
portion of their earnings on housing and utili-
ties,” she said. “The other that is affecting people 
is commuting. The price of fuel is taking another 
huge chunk out of people’s budgets.”

Thanksgiving can make those pressures par-
ticularly visible. While the holiday is traditional-
ly centred around a shared meal, the food bank 
does not provide larger hampers specifically for 
Thanksgiving. Aschenbrenner said the goal is to 
ensure everyone receives equitable support re-
gardless of when they need help.

The food bank doesn’t adjust their hampers for 
a particular season or traditional holiday meal 
– they give out the same thing to keep things 
equal. There are practical considerations too. 
Some clients simply do not have the refrigerator 
or freezer space to store large holiday food items.

The food bank is coming off a successful com-
munity food drive that helped fill its shelves. 
However, some necessities are always in demand.

Continued on Page 4

The Crowther Memorial Junior High School Cougars hosted the George Freeman Falcons dur-

ing the Cougars’ annual home tournament Oct. 2-3 at the CMJHS, the Strathmore Motor Prod-

ucts Sports Centre and Strathmore High School.

Cougars host tourney

Supporting the 
food bank
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Strathmore barrel racer Jayden Wilson 
heads back to Canadian Finals Rodeo
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For Strathmore-area barrel racer Jayden Wilson, 
competing at the Canadian Finals Rodeo is no longer 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience, but that hasn’t made 
earning a spot at the national event any less exciting.

“This will be my third Canadian finals,” said Wilson, 
28, who grew up in the Strathmore area and will head 
to Rogers Place in Edmonton for four days and five 
performances.

The Canadian Finals Rodeo brings together the Top 
12 money earners from the season in each event, me-
aning competitors can spend much of the year travel-
ling from one rodeo to another in hopes of earning 
their place.

Wilson estimated she competed at 42 rodeos this 
season.

“I try to go to as many as I can,” she said. “Every 
rodeo pays differently. Some are bigger than others. 
Strathmore is one of the biggest, so you definitely 
always want to go to that one.”

At the end of the season, qualification comes down 
to money earned.

“It’s whoever wins the most money at the end of the 
year,” she said.

Wilson won’t be the only Wheatland County com-
petitor making the trip to Edmonton. Rockyford bull 
rider Griffin Koester has also qualified for the Cana-
dian Finals Rodeo, entering the event fourth in the 
national standings with $32,370 in season earnings.

Wilson and Koester will be among the competitors 
gathering at Rogers Place from Oct. 7 to 10 for the 
Canadian Finals Rodeo.

The field isn’t divided by age, either. Wilson said 
this year’s barrel racing qualifiers range from young 
competitors in their late teens or early 20s to a com-
petitor in her 70s.

Wilson is no stranger to the pressure of competing 
on rodeo’s national stage. Last year, she entered the 
Canadian Finals sitting first in the national standings 
and left as the Canadian champion.

“I went into the final sitting number one in Canada, 
and then we had a good final, placed in a few rounds, 
and I won the average, and I won Canada,” she said.

Even a year later, the accomplishment hasn’t com-
pletely sunk in.

“I feel like it still is pretty surreal,” Wilson said. “Not 
expected, for sure.”

She will return to Edmonton aboard Whiskey, her 
nine-year-old horse and regular barrel racing partner. 
Rather than making major changes ahead of the fi-
nals, Wilson said her focus is on maintaining the rou-
tine that carried the pair through the season.

“In the end, I’m trying not to really change anything 
from how I prepare for any other – like, the rest of the 
year,” she said. “Luckily, our finals are so soon after 
our season ends, my horse is still fit and running.”

For Wilson, reaching this level of rodeo has been a 
lifelong ambition rooted in a family tradition. 

“My dad rodeoed, and he rode saddle bronc horses. 
He made the Canadian finals a few times,” she said. 
“My mom grew up showing horses, but then she was 
a barrel racer. My sister also barrel races … it’s just 
kind of a whole family thing for us.”

Her mother was also one of Wilson’s earliest tea-
chers.

“She taught us a lot,” Wilson said, adding that as she 
and her sister progressed, they began learning from 
other barrel racers as well.

Wilson said the Canadian Finals represented the 
pinnacle of the sport to her while growing up.

“I think every barrel racer up here, you always hope 
to be able to go to the Canadian finals,” she said. “For 
us, that’s as big as it gets.”

Now, after accomplishing that goal and becoming 

a Canadian champion, Wilson hopes younger compe-
titors won’t limit what they believe is possible.

“I always wanted to be a barrel racer and saying I’d 
go and win Canada wasn’t something I ever thought 
I’d be able to say,” she said. “Don’t be afraid to dream 
very big. It’s amazing what you can accomplish with 
the right horse and the right support.”

She also encouraged young competitors to seek 
guidance from the people around them.

“Don’t be afraid to ask for help,” Wilson said. “Peo-
ple are very nice and very willing to help if you just 
aren’t afraid to reach out.”

The Canadian Finals won’t quite mark the end of 
Wilson’s year. She is also set to compete at the Maple 
Leaf Circuit Finals in Regina at the end of November.

But first comes Edmonton and another opportunity 
for Wilson and Whiskey to compete for a Canadian 
championship.

26102RR0

Gleichen barrel racer Jayden Wilson will take part in the Canadian 
Finals Rodeo Oct. 7-10 in Edmonton. Wilson is the reigning CFR’s 
barrel racing champion. Photo Courtesy of Marci Wilson
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Chantelle de Jonge
MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2  Avenuend

P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Estates and Large Collections Welcome 
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for 
transportation and verification
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Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)
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Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)

We service all makes and models without the drive.
Complimentary shuttle service and courtesy vehicles! 

Same day appointments available!

Call us today at 403 934 3334

Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?

After Sacred Heart Academy, Holy Cross Collegiate and Crowther Memorial 
Junior High School hosted their annual Terry Fox Runs on Sept. 18, the re-
maining schools organized their event in the days that followed. Brentwood, 
Westmount, Wheatland and Trinity Christian Academy each hosted their 
event on Sept. 24, while the Strathmore High School held their Terry Fox 
Run and Cake Auction the same day. George Freeman hosted their event 
on Oct. 2.

Joe Lepage, Melissa Crispin-Piche and Brittany Smith Photos

Marathon of Hope

WheatlandWheatland

George FreemanGeorge Freeman

George FreemanGeorge Freeman

WheatlandWheatlandBrentwoodBrentwood

BrentwoodBrentwood

Strathmore High SchoolStrathmore High School

Strathmore High SchoolStrathmore High School

Strathmore High SchoolStrathmore High SchoolWestmountWestmount

WestmountWestmount

TrinityTrinity

TrinityTrinity
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Thought for Thought for 
the Weekthe Week

~  ~  
Sometimes, Sometimes, 
a relatively a relatively 

minor challenge minor challenge 
can seem can seem 

overwhelming if overwhelming if 
you are already you are already 

wounded or wounded or 
vulnerable.vulnerable.

SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE 
ALLIANCE

325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail

Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen

Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland
Sundays 10 am

Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLY  (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

LORD OF ALL (NALC) 
LUTHERAN

112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson

Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, 

Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  
www.sacredhc.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE 
CHURCH

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171

Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time 

of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 
1st service 9:00am

2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Brandon Trotter
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

GOD’S QUESTIONS

To a people experiencing 
economic and political 
distress, God, through the 
prophet Isaiah, asks, “Why 
do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” While it’s 
an ancient question, it is 
remarkably appropriate in our 
modern society, where we are 
inundated daily with promises 
that this or that product or 
experience is exactly what will 
satisfy our life’s needs and 
desires. Except, of course, 
most of those promises never 
prove true, at least not in the 
long run. And yet, we still buy 
into those promises again and 
again – until circumstances 
change for the worse and we 
can no longer even hope to 
acquire the thing we’ve come 
to believe we need.
The irony in God’s original 
question is that it comes in the 
middle of God’s invitation: “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and you that have 

no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without 
price … Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may 
live.” 
God is laying out a great feast, 
a bounty that will last a lifetime 
and even longer. So why waste 
your life in unsatisfying pursuits 
when a feast of real food that 
truly satisfies is available for the 
asking?
The invitation to a great feast 
may seem out of place during 
Lent. But the true thrust of both 
Lent and God’s invitation to the 
great banquet are the same – 
take the opportunity to return 
to God. “Seek the Lord while 
he may be found and call upon 
him while he is near.”
Even with its focus on fasting 
and self-denial, Lent is still a 
most 

Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Continued from Page 1

“We are always in need of personal hy-
giene items,” Aschenbrenner said. “It is 
something that’s important for families 
as well, to be able to have shampoo and 
toothpaste and those kinds of things.”

Soup, canned fruit, canned vegetables 
and other non-perishable foods move 
quickly. Monetary donations help the 
food bank purchase fresh milk, eggs, 
cheese and fruit each week.

The organization’s work also extends 
into local schools through its Weekends 
and More program. Teachers identify 
children who are arriving at school hun-
gry and food is sent home with them for 
the weekend.

“We purchased yoghurt and cheese 
strings and apples and oranges and ba-
nanas for that program as well,” Aschen-
brenner said.

The program is now in approximate-
ly its sixth year and currently supports 
around 55 children each week.

For those who need a little extra help, 
the food bank also operates a drop-in 
pantry Tuesday through Thursday from 
9 to 10:30 a.m. People can receive a 
couple of bags of available groceries 
without going through the regular appli-
cation process. Proof of address within 
Strathmore or Wheatland County is re-
quired.

For anyone hesitant to reach out for 
help, Aschenbrenner said there is no 
reason to be afraid or embarrassed. 

“Not to be scared and not to be too 
proud to do it. That is what we’re there 
for, to help people through those rough 
times,” she said. “Everything is complete-
ly confidential.”

As Thanksgiving tables are set across 
the region, Aschenbrenner hopes peo-
ple will remember that hunger can exist 
much closer to home than they realize.

“When you’re not experiencing it, it’s 
hard to understand that it’s out there,” 
she said. “Just remember the people that 
are struggling and just give.”

And that help does not have to be 
large.

“Every little bit helps. Every can of 
soup, every little bit helps.”

For more information and to drop off 
donations or take part in the drop-in-
pantry program, the food bank’s address 
is 122 Canal Gardens and their website 
is wheatlandfoodbank.ca.

Thanksgiving 
shines a light on 
food insecurity 
in Wheatland 
County

First Concert of Season 9 
October 24, 2026 - 7:30 pm   
Season Ticket— $140.00 for 4 shows 

Individual tickets—Adult - $40.00 
Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under 
Upcoming Concerts: 
December 5, 2026—Calgary Fiddlers’ Fiddle Fantasia 
February 6, 2027—Debut Candlelight Concert with Wildflower 
May 1, 2026—Luminous Voices with special guests the Rosebud Choir 

Tickets can be purchased in person at the Vault, online at thevaultonline.ca/
collections/tickets or by etransfer smoretreasurer@gmail.com. 
Online purchases must be picked up at the door the night of the concert.  

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS 

Foothills Brass & Friends   
Brass in Pop Music of the 60’s 

Two injured in incident at 
CNRL plant near Standard
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Wheatland County Fire Services responded to an incident 
at the CNRL plant near Standard in the early morning of Oct. 
2.

The incident was reported at approximately 5:38 a.m., with 
fire crews remaining on scene as the situation was brought 
under control later in the afternoon.

“As a precaution, an evacuation was initiated for residen-
ces within a two-mile radius of the site,” said Wheatland 
County in a press release. “Two injuries were reported. One 
individual (was) transported by STARS air ambulance.”

Six fire departments responded to the incident, including 
Dalum, Rockyford, Standard, Rosebud, Hussar and Calgary.

Wheatland County Administration said further information 
would be provided as it became available.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor
Since Referendum Question 10 was announced – asking wheth-

er Alberta should consider separation in a future vote – the fed-
eral Liberals have hijacked Alberta’s question and turned it into 
another national political campaign.

Prime Minister Carney is making announcements in Alberta, 
while the Liberals are spending thousands of dollars on adver-
tisements urging us to vote to stay in Canada. Their goal appears 
to be not only to influence Albertans, but also to reassure Cana-
dians in the east that Alberta’s anger is limited to a few separat-
ist outliers. They do not want the rest of Canada to realize how 
widespread Alberta’s frustration with the status quo has become.

The Liberals are using patriotism, calls for national unity, and 
warnings about a “war” with the United States to frame Question 
10 as a national emergency. But the vote itself is non-binding. It 
is effectively a large public opinion poll – a way for Albertans to 
tell Ottawa and the rest of Canada how unhappy many of us are.

A vote to remain in Canada will not make Alberta’s concerns 
disappear. Quebec separatists did not vanish after Quebec voted 
to stay, and Alberta’s separatist movement will not disappear ei-
ther.

A “stay” vote would allow the Liberals to claim that only a few 
Albertans are unhappy and continue to ignore our concerns. The 
Alberta NDP has also helped shift the focus from Alberta’s le-
gitimate grievances to patriotism and separatism by portraying 
Danielle Smith as a separatist. In doing so, the NDP is contribut-

Will you take the bait? ing to the same diversion: making Ques-
tion 10 about defending Canada instead 
of listening to why so many Albertans are 
dissatisfied.

This is why the Liberals and the NDP 
are eager to influence how Albertans and 
the rest of Canada interpret the result. The 
Liberals want Question 10 to become an 
endorsement of Canada and the Liberal 
government, rather than a warning that 
Alberta expects to be heard. The NDP 
also benefits from keeping the discussion 
focused on patriotism and separatism in-
stead of its record on economic issues.

Albertans should vote according to their 
convictions. But those who are angry with 
the status quo should recognize that vot-
ing with the separatists may be the clear-
est way to change the tone in Ottawa. The 
referendum may not be binding, but it can 
still send a powerful political message.

Cheryl Marshman,
Rockyford

Water Softeners, Iron Filters & Drinking Water Systems

403-901-5512 

Water Softeners, Iron Filters
& Drinking Water Systems 

Unit D, 
202 Canal Court, 
Strathmore, AB

403.934.6044
prowatersystems

@gmail.com
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RCMP warn of Bitcoin ATM scam 
involving fake government officials
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Alberta RCMP are warning the public about an 
increase in fraud reports involving scammers im-
personating the Government of Canada or agen-
cies claiming to act on its behalf.

In several recent incidents, victims have been 
contacted by individuals falsely claiming to repre-
sent government agencies and told they are facing 
arrest, criminal charges or jail time.

The scammers use fear and urgency to pressure 
victims into transferring money through Bitcoin 
ATMs, claiming the payment will prevent the alle-
ged legal consequences.

In some cases, suspects communicate with vi-
ctims through messaging applications such as 
WhatsApp and provide QR codes to scan at Bit-
coin ATMs.

Once scanned, the QR code directs the crypto-
currency payment to an account controlled by the 
scammer. Because cryptocurrency transactions 
can be difficult to trace and reverse, victims may 
have little chance of recovering their money.

Alberta RCMP remind residents that the Govern-
ment of Canada, law enforcement agencies and 
legitimate government departments will never de-
mand payment through cryptocurrency, Bitcoin 
ATMs, gift cards or prepaid credit cards.

They will also not threaten immediate arrest or 
imprisonment through a telephone call, text mes-
sage, email or messaging application.

Police say residents should be cautious if they 
receive a communication that:

• demands immediate payment to avoid arrest, 
fines or legal action;

• requests that money be withdrawn from a 
bank account and deposited into a Bitcoin ATM;

• instructs the victim to keep the matter secret 
from family, friends or financial institutions;

• comes through WhatsApp, text messages or 
other messaging applications from an unknown 
individual;

• includes a QR code for a financial transaction; 
or

• uses threats or intimidation to create panic 
and prevent the victim from verifying the infor-
mation.

Anyone who receives such a communication 
should not send money or cryptocurrency and 
should not scan QR codes provided by unknown 
individuals.

RCMP recommend ending the conversation 
and independently verifying the caller’s identity 
through official government or police contact in-
formation.

Anyone who has disclosed financial information 
should immediately contact their financial institu-
tion.

Fraud attempts can also be reported to the Ca-
nadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501 or 
through its official website.

Alberta RCMP are encouraging residents to dis-
cuss these types of scams with family members, 
particularly seniors and other vulnerable individu-
als who are frequently targeted by fraudsters.

Community weighs in on future of open court space 
at Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore residents have offered up plenty of 
ideas for what could become of the undeveloped 
court space at the Strathmore Motor Products 
Sports Centre.

The Town of Strathmore held an open house 
Sept. 17 to gather feedback on the future of the 
concrete space, which has remained unfinished 
since the facility opened in 2019.

Marcie Mansbridge, the town’s recreation and 
culture manager, said 19 people attended the 
open house and 18 provided feedback through a 
series of questions.

“The purpose behind the questions was to try 
and gauge the level of community support and 
demand if an additional court were to be develo-
ped,” Mansbridge said.

Suggestions included some of the activities typi-
cally associated with a court such as badminton, 
floor hockey and pickleball. Residents also sug-
gested fitness classes and the possibility of deve-
loping a fitness centre with weights and exercise 
equipment.

The open house was only one part of the town’s 
effort to find out what residents would like to see 
in the space.

A community survey was available for two 
weeks from Sept. 8 to 21 and received 75 respon-
ses.

An open-ended question gave residents an op-
portunity to suggest other potential uses for the 
space.

Mansbridge said some of those suggestions 
were different from what the town typically hears.

“We have a suggestion box at the facility, so we 

see things like the fitness centre being recom-
mended often, specific sports like pickleball, vol-
leyball, badminton, but a couple suggestions iden-
tified in the survey were Tai Chi, was a unique 
one. I’ve never heard that before. Lawn bowling, 
again, not one that has been brought up in the 
past,” she said.

The town also met with regular user groups on 
Sept. 3, bringing the total to three forms of public 
engagement used to collect feedback.

That meeting also gave the town an opportunity 
to explain why the space was left undeveloped 
when the sports centre first opened. The space 
was intended for a particular user group but at 
that time that group didn’t exist, so the space was 
left unfinished.

Not long after the facility opened in 2019 the 
COVID-19 pandemic brought another reason to 
put development plans on hold as recreation faci-
lities went through repeated closures and reope-
nings.

“But we’re now at a point where it’s been quite 
some time and it remains concrete, so we’re at a 
point where we should be considering develop-
ment,” Mansbridge said.

Although residents have offered several possi-
bilities for the space, no decision has been made 
about what will ultimately be built there.

Mansbridge said the feedback collected through 
the user group meeting, community survey and 
open house will be presented to council Oct. 14.

The report is intended to provide council with 
the results of the engagement rather than recom-
mend a particular project.

Any decision about what happens next, inclu-
ding a possible timeline for development, will be 
up to council.

“Council will decide how they want to proceed at that 
point,” Mansbridge said.

While she did not provide specific results from individu-
al survey questions ahead of the presentation to council, 
Mansbridge said the engagement showed there is interest in 
seeing something done with the space.

“I can say that there was a high level of community sup-
port identified with both the open house and the survey,” 
she said.

For now, the concrete space remains as it has since the 
sports centre opened, but council will soon have the commu-
nity’s feedback in front of it as it considers what, if anything, 
should come next.



Page 6 • Strathmore TIMES • October 7, 2026� www.StrathmoreTimes.com

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For call-in details, access links, and agenda packages, please visit our website.
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/agendasandminutes/

October 13, 2026, 9:00 a.m. |Municpal Planning Commission
October 20, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Organizational Meeting

October 20, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

From everyone at Wheatland County, 
we wish you a warm and happy Thanksgiving! 

The Strathmore Musical Arts 
Society kicked off its 2026–27 
concert series on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 at the Strathmore Trav-
elodge with Alberta country 
musician Joel Ostrom, joined 
by opening act Dallas Larsen. 
Guests enjoyed a delicious 
dinner before the show – the 
first of four concerts this sea-
son.

Joe Lepage Photo

What a night 

Lynne Fair and her son, Gary 
Fair, visited the Wheatland 
EMS station to thank the crew 
that assisted Gary earlier this 
year and to present a $1,000 
donation to the Wheatland and 
Adjacent Districts Emergency 
Medical Services Association 
(WADEMSA). Pictured (l-r) are 
paramedic Brendan Kearney, 
Lynne Fair, WADEMSA Chair 
Darcy Burke, paramedic Sarah 
Ham and Gary Fair.

Photo Courtesy of 
Mackenzie Payne

Special donation

The Royal Canadian Legion Strathmore Branch 
10 marked its 100th anniversary with a Charter 
Night on Oct. 3 with a formal gala evening for vet-
erans, Legion members, political dignitaries and 
the wider community. The branch received its 
charter on Oct. 8, 1926, but moved the celebra-
tion five days ahead since the actual date fell on 
a weekday. The event was the centrepiece of a 
year-long centennial campaign that also included 
a New Year’s Day levee, a Blackfoot cultural ex-
perience, a centennial cribbage tournament, a 
wine tasting evening, and a commemorative ser-
vice for the national Legion’s 100th anniversary, 
which was on July 17. Joe Lepage Photo

A century of service RCMP warn 
public regarding 
counterfeit 
currency
ALBERTA RCMP

RCMP is issuing a warning about coun-
terfeit bills which are circulating in central and 
southern Alberta. RCMP is advising local busi-
nesses and the public to be vigilant following 
several recent incidents involving counterfeit 
Canadian currency.

Over the past couple of weeks, officers have 
responded to multiple reports of suspected 
counterfeit bills being passed in Red Deer. Ban-
knotes are being used for purchases and can be 
difficult to identify without careful inspection.

Businesses are encouraged to take the follo-
wing precautions:

• Carefully inspect all denominations, espe-
cially higher-value bills. Every bill should have 
a unique serial number;

• Become familiar with the security features 
of Canadian banknotes, including raised ink, 
transparent windows and holographic ele-
ments;

• Do not put yourself at risk – if you suspect 
a bill is counterfeit, refuse the transaction, and 
contact police;

• Retain surveillance footage and note des-
criptions of individuals involved, if safe to do 
so.

Anyone who believes they have received 
counterfeit currency should contact their lo-
cal police department. If you wish to remain 
anonymous, you can contact Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), online at www.P3Tips.
com or by using the “P3 Tips” app available 
through the Apple App or Google Play Store. 
To report crime online, or for access to RCMP 
news and information, download the Alberta 
RCMP app through Apple or Google Play.
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Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

ATHABASCA CLINIC
Every 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month

Call to inquire at: 1-866-526-8663

Hearing Evaluations
Free tests for seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!

We Provide:
Latest Technology

 - all digital hearing aid models
Repairs to all models

30 day trial period
We are AADL, WCB, NIHB, DVA

providers

Qualified Hearing Care Professional

202 Second Avenue, Strathmore

403-901-6332

Hearing Evaluations   |   Free Tests for Seniors
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Qualified Hearing Care Professionals

We Provide:

• Latest Technology 
 - all digital hearing aid models

• Repairs to 
 all models

• 30 day trial period

We are AADL, WCB, 
NIHB, DVA providers

Preventing cyberbullying and sextortion
ALBERTA RCMP

Last month, the Alberta RCMP sha-
red online safety tips with youth. Youth 
today can be put in vulnerable circum-
stances due to the internet, at times 
becoming victims to cyberbullying or 
sextortion, but by learning safe onli-
ne practices, youth can better protect 
themselves and others.

In the digital age, youth can protect 
themselves by learning more about the 
following:

• Sextortion: A form of online black-
mail in which someone threatens to sha-
re a sexual image or video of you unless 
you pay money or provide more inti-
mate content. Offenders often pretend 
to be someone your age and manipula-
te victims into sending explicit media. 
They may use fake or incomplete social 
media profiles, quickly express strong 
feelings, or pressure victims to move 
conversations to private platforms whe-
re they can request intimate content.

• Cyberbullying: The use of compu-
ters, smartphones, or other digital de-
vices to embarrass, threaten, harass, ex-
clude, or harm someone online.
If you are a victim of sextortion:

• Stop all communications with the 
offender.

• Do not comply with any threats and 
do not send money, images, or additio-
nal content.

• Save evidence, including screens-
hots of messages, usernames, profiles, 
and any images involved.

• Deactivate, but do not delete, your 
social media account.

• Do not accept new friend requests 
after disengaging – this could be the of-

fender using a new profile.
• Reach out to a trusted adult, parent, 

guardian, Elder, or another support per-
son.

• Report the incident: For example, 
Cybertip.ca allows you to report onli-
ne child sexual exploitation incidents 
anonymously. Get help removing pictu-
res from the internet at NeedHelpNow.
ca, report the incident to the platform 
where it occurred and contact your lo-
cal police department.
If you are a victim of cyberbullying:

• Do not respond to bullying messa-
ges or posts.

• Save messages, screenshots, or 
other evidence.

• Block and report the individual res-
ponsible.

• Talk to a trusted adult, parent, guar-
dian, Elder, or another support person.

• Report the behaviour to your school 
or the website/app where it occurred.

• Contact the police if you feel threa-
tened or believe a crime has been com-
mitted.

“If you are a victim of sextortion or 
cyberbullying, remember that you are 
not at fault, and help is available,” says 
Cst. Scott Sterling, ALERT Internet Child 
Exploitation (ICE) Unit. “Youth can sup-
port one another by being active by-
standers. If you witness cyberbullying 
or sextortion, speak up, offer support, 
and help connect victims with trusted 
adults and available resources.” 

For more information on online safe-
ty, visit Public Safety Canada’s Help for 
Youth, follow us on Facebook @RCM-
PinAlberta, Instagram @RCMPALBERTA-
GRC, X @RCMPAlberta, and on YouTube 
@RCMP-GRC Alberta.

The Female Athlete Sport Talk (FAST) event was held Oct. 3 at the Strathmore Civic Centre, bringing 
athletes, families and community members together for a free event focused on educating and sup-
porting female athletes of all ages. The event featured guest speakers, a panel of female athletes shar-
ing their experiences, local sports associations, vendors, food trucks and door prizes.

Joe Lepage Photos

Girl power

The Holy Cross Collegiate Hawks hosted Rundle 
Academy during the senior girls home tourna-
ment Oct. 2-3 at the HCC gymnasium.

Joe Lepage Photos

Hawks host

LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA
@LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

Compare new homes andCompare new homes and

builder options inbuilder options in

Lakewood.Lakewood.

Compare new homes and
builder options in

Lakewood.

DISCOVERDISCOVERDISCOVER
WHAT FITSWHAT FITSWHAT FITS

DON’T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FORDON’T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR

THE LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!T�� L�T�ST L���WOOD N�WS!

DON’T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR
THE LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!
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Al Gorithm 
covers everything. 
Except your 
community.
Al Gorithm decides what you see 
online based on your clicks, likes and 
shares. His job is to keep you scrolling. 
But would you trust him to tell you 
what’s happening in your community? 

Local journalists ask tough questions, 
investigate issues, attend council 
meetings and hold decision-makers 
accountable. They give you verifi ed 
facts you can rely on.

Trust the people who report on your 
community. Celebrate local journalism.

nationalnewspaperweek.ca
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The Authentic Equine stable ended their first gymkhana series on Sept. 26 with a day filled with fun, 
games and awards, followed by a family-style potluck. Nicole Lamoureux, owner of Authentic Equine 
and Dusty Riders Gymkhana Club, expressed sincerest gratitude to all the sponsors for this series. As 
the dust settles on another summer of excitement, Lamoureux is eager to start planning for next year’s 
gymkhanas.

Melissa Crispin-Piche Photos

Season windup

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings dropped both home games this past weekend at the Strathmore Fam-
ily Centre, falling 3-0 to Coaldale on Oct. 2 and 4-0 to Mountainview the following day. The Kings, who 
are 2-2 on the season and third in the HJHL South Division, will now host the Medicine Hat Cubs on 
Oct. 10 at 8 p.m.

Joe Lepage Photos

Tough weekend

GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE TIMES!GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE TIMES!  Call 403-934-5589

26102FE0

Online safety tips for youth
ALBERTA RCMP

Last month, the Alberta RCMP provi-
ded information to youth about online 
safety. Youth today may encounter risks 
online, including grooming and luring. 
By understanding these risks and prac-
ticing safe online habits, fewer young 
people will become victims.

Grooming occurs when an individual 
builds trust with a young person online 
to manipulate, exploit, coerce, or abuse 
them. This may be for a sexual purpose, 
to facilitate criminal activity, financial 
exploitation, luring, or other forms of 
control. Offenders often use flattery, at-
tention, gifts, or emotional manipulati-
on to gain a young person’s trust. Groo-
ming can take place on social media 
apps, dating apps, online communities, 
text messages or online chats, online 
games, and livestreaming or video apps. 
Exploitation may take place online, in 
person, or both.

Youth today can avoid grooming by 
practicing the following:

• Avoid sharing personal information, 
including your full name, age, phone 
number, address, school, daily routines, 
usernames and passwords, and photos 
or videos.

• Block anyone who is making you 
uncomfortable. If someone makes you 
uncomfortable online – whether they-
’re asking too many personal questions, 
sending sexual messages, or harassing 
you – you don’t have to participate.

• Tell a trusted adult. If you ever feel 
unsure or unsafe about something onli-
ne, talk to a trusted adult, parent, guar-
dian, Elder, or another support person.

It is critical that parents and caregi-
vers:

• Monitor online activities;
• Promote online safety practices;
• Maintain open communication 

about the dangers that exist online;
• Become familiar with the apps and 

platforms your children are using;
• Foster an open dialogue and empo-

wer your child to approach you in the 
event they or someone they know are 
being targeted or victimized;

• Never judge; approach situations 
calmly, with support and understan-
ding;

• Be aware of signs indicating your 
child is possibly being exploited onli-
ne, including emotional changes, social 
withdrawal, unexplained gifts, incre-
ased secrecy, as well as concerning rela-
tionships; and

• Use community resources if you 
suspect something is going on with 
your child, whether that be through 
school, family physicians, community 
groups, or your local police.

“Adults play a vital role in helping 
young people stay safe online,” says Cst. 
Dustin Frick, St. Paul RCMP. “Offenders 
often rely on secrecy and manipulation 
to target youth. Parents, caregivers, and 
other trusted adults can help by talking 
openly about online risks, recognizing 
warning signs, and creating an environ-
ment where young people feel safe as-
king for help.”

If you believe a young person is being 
groomed online, report concerns to 
your local police immediately.

For more information on online safe-
ty, visit Public Safety Canada’s Help for 
Youth, follow us on Facebook @RCM-
PinAlberta, Instagram @RCMPALBERTA-
GRC, X @RCMPAlberta, and on YouTube 
@RCMP-GRC Alberta.
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Viewing October 13 - 16 
On Site Location: From High River Overpass Go 5.8 kms South 
On Hwy 2; or From Nanton Go 21.3 kms North on Hwy 2; Farm 

is on East Side of Highway. Watch for signs for viewing & pickup. 
Full listing at Full listing at www.mcinenly.comwww.mcinenly.com

SELLING: TRACTOR; TRUCKS; SEEDING & TILLAGE; HARVEST; HAYING EQUIPMENT; GRAIN 
HANDLING EQUIP.; RECREATION - QUADS, RVs, SHOP TOOL & MUCH MORE!

“Selling is our business,           our ONLY business”

WE ACCEPT INTERACT,  
VISA & MASTERCARDFrank McInenly Auctions Ltd Box 839  •  Vulcan, Alberta   T0L 2B0

For more info. phone 403-485-2440 

FALL 2026 WHEAT COUNTRY EQUIPMENT 
ONLINE AUCTIONONLINE AUCTION  
SAT-TUES, OCTOBER 17-20SAT-TUES, OCTOBER 17-20  

  Featuring a plumbing business equipment dispersal

Alberta referendum: What Strathmore and 
Wheatland County residents need to know
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Albertans will head to the polls on 
Oct. 19 to answer 10 referendum ques-
tions covering immigration, provincial 
powers and Alberta’s future in Canada. 
Here is what local residents need to 
know before casting their ballots.

Residents of Strathmore and Wheat-
land County will have an opportunity 
to weigh in on several significant issues 
facing the province when Alberta holds 
its referendum.

With 10 questions on the ballot and 
changes to how and where people can 
vote, Elections Alberta is encouraging 
residents to familiarize themselves with 
the process before heading to the polls.

The referendum is non-binding. That 
means the results will provide the pro-
vincial government with an indication 
of voters’ views, but will not automa-
tically change provincial laws or Ca-
nada’s constitution. Some proposals 
would require negotiations with the fe-
deral government and other provinces 
before they could take effect.

The referendum includes five ques-
tions about immigration and eligibility 
for provincial services, four about pro-
posed constitutional changes and one 
about Alberta’s future in Canada.

Here are the 10 questions you will 
be asked:

1. Immigration: Do you support the 
Government of Alberta taking incre-
ased control over immigration for the 
purposes of decreasing immigration 
to more sustainable levels, prioritizing 
economic migration and giving Alber-
tans first priority on new employment 
opportunities?

2. Provincial services: Do you sup-
port the Government of Alberta intro-
ducing a law mandating that only Cana-
dian citizens, permanent residents and 
individuals with an Alberta¬ approved 
immigration status will be eligible for 
provincially-funded programs, such as 
health care, education and other social 
services?

3. Residency requirements: Assuming 
that all Canadian citizens and perma-
nent residents continue to qualify for 
social support programs as they do 
now, do you support the Government 
of Alberta introducing a law requiring 
all individuals with a non-permanent 
legal immigration status to reside in 
Alberta for at least 12 months before 
qualifying for any provincially-funded 
social support programs?

4. Health care and education: Assu-
ming that all Canadian citizens and 
permanent residents continue to qua-
lify for public health care and educa-
tion as they do now, do you support 
the Government of Alberta charging a 
reasonable fee or premium to individu-
als with a non-permanent immigration 
status living in Alberta for their and 
their family’s use of the healthcare and 
education systems?

5. Proof of citizenship: Do you sup-
port the Government of Alberta intro-
ducing a law requiring individuals to 
provide proof of citizenship, such as a 

passport, birth certificate or citizenship 
card, to vote in an Alberta provincial 
election?

6. Judicial appointments: Do you sup-
port the Government of Alberta wor-
king with the governments of other wil-
ling provinces to amend the Canadian 
Constitution to have provincial govern-
ments, and not the federal government, 
select the justices appointed to provin-
cial King’s Bench and Appeal courts?

7. The Senate: Do you support the 
Government of Alberta working with 
the governments of other willing pro-
vinces to amend the Canadian Consti-
tution to abolish the unelected federal 
Senate?

8. Federal programs: Do you support 
the Government of Alberta working 
with the governments of other willing 
provinces to amend the Canadian Con-
stitution to allow provinces to opt out 
of federal programs that intrude on 
provincial jurisdiction such as health 
care, education, and social services, 
without a province losing any of the as-
sociated federal funding for use in its 
social programs?

9. Provincial authority: Do you sup-
port the Government of Alberta wor-
king with the governments of other wil-
ling provinces to amend the Canadian 
Constitution to better protect provincial 
rights from federal interference by gi-
ving a province’s laws dealing with pro-
vincial or shared areas of constitutional 
jurisdiction priority over federal laws 
when the province’s laws and federal 
laws conflict?

10. Should Alberta remain a province 
of Canada, or should the Government 
of Alberta commence the legal process 
required under the Canadian Consti-
tution to hold a binding provincial re-
ferendum on whether or not Alberta 
should separate from Canada?

Option 1: Alberta should remain a 
province of Canada.

Option 2: The Government of Alberta 
should commence the legal process re-
quired under the Canadian Constituti-
on to hold a binding provincial referen-
dum on whether or not Alberta should 
separate from Canada.

Each question will appear on a sepa-
rate ballot. Elections Alberta says voters 
will receive the question about Alber-
ta’s future in Canada first followed by 
the remaining nine questions.

Elections Alberta began mailing Whe-
re to Vote cards to registered voters in 
late September.

The cards provide information about 
advance voting locations and each vo-
ter’s assigned polling station for Oct. 
19. Residents who requested electronic 
delivery when registering may receive 
their information by email instead.

Anyone who has recently moved 
should check that their voter registrati-
on contains their current address.

Those who do not receive a card can 
still vote. They can confirm their regi-
stration and find their polling station 
online or contact Elections Alberta di-
rectly.

Advance voting will take place Oct. 
13 to 17 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Referen-

dum Day is Monday, Oct. 19 with polls 
open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Residents can also find their voting 
location by entering their home ad-
dress at map.elections.ab.ca.

Eligible voters must be Canadian ci-
tizens who are at least 18 years old on 
Election Day and ordinarily reside in 
Alberta.

Voters must provide identification 
confirming their name and current 
physical address. An Alberta driver’s 

licence showing both can meet this 
requirement. Those without suitable 
government-issued photo identification 
can use two accepted pieces of iden-
tification. Both must show their name 
and at least one must show their cur-
rent address.

For residents who have questions 
about voting locations, registration or 
identification, Elections Alberta can be 
reached at 1-877-422-8683 or through 
their website (elections.ab.ca).

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

TIMESSTRATHMORE
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International Day of older persons
BBB RELEASE

Oct. 1 marked International Day of 
Older Persons, and the Better Busi-
ness Bureau salutes these valued ci-
tizens.

“The BBB works with many 
groups across Alberta and East Koo-
tenay that include older persons,” 
says Mary O’Sullivan-Andersen, Pre-
sident and CEO of BBB serving Al-
berta and East Kootenay. “We offer 
free services that include education 
around financial fraud, identity theft 
and much more. What we discover 
is both individuals and groups are 
open to new ideas and remain res-
ilient. We know older citizens can 
be vulnerable to scams, but our re-
search indicates that individuals in 
every age group can unfortunately 
be defrauded. The best way to pro-
tect yourself and your loved ones 
from fraud is to safeguard your per-
sonal and financial information and 
learn how to spot scams.”
WARNING SIGNS THAT FRAUD 
MAY OCCUR

• Frequent junk mail and spam 
calls. Incoming junk mail (illegitima-
te sweepstakes offers, etc.) or recei-
ving frequent calls from people offe-
ring valuable rewards or asking for 
charitable donations are signs that 
fraud could easily occur or may have 
already occurred.

• Unfamiliar payments are being 
made. Cheques written or payments 
made to unfamiliar or out-of-provin-
ce companies should be a red flag.

• Acting secretively about phone 
calls or messages. When someone 
hides or acts secretively about phone 

calls and messages, it could signify 
that they have engaged a scammer.

• Sudden problems paying bills or 
buying food and other necessities. A 
sudden lack of funds could mean an 
individual’s money is being drained 
in some form of scam activity. The 
cause should be investigated to rule 
out fraud.
TIPS FOR HELPING YOUR LO-
VED ONE AVOID FRAUD

• Become familiar with common 
scams targeting older adults. Kno-
wing the most common tactics used 
to target older adults can help you 
more quickly identify when scams 
occur.

• Emphasize the criminal nature 
of telemarketing and email fraud. 
Help your loved one learn how to 
identify it and help them understand 
that these tactics are illegal.

• Encourage the person to ignore 
phone calls and messages that appe-
ar suspicious. Don’t reply to or click 
links within emails or text messages 
they are unfamiliar with.

• Have a calm discussion about 
securing accounts and monitoring 
finances. Helping older adults moni-
tor their finances can be a great way 
to prevent scam activity and identify 
if it has occurred.

• Help the person change their 
phone number. If constant calls con-
tinue, changing the person’s phone 
number may be worth it. Registering 
the number with the Do Not Call list 
is a great first step.

The BBB offers community groups 
free community education and out-
reach services. Call the BBB at 403-
531-8784 for more information.

The Badgers show true road grit under the stadium lights, refusing to back down against a tough Drumheller 
Titans lineup on Oct. 3. The Badgers succumbed to the Titans with a final score of 38-14, but the score 
doesn’t reflect the fight of the Badgers. The team will now travel to Rocky Mountain House on Oct. 17 for their 
next game. Melissa Crispin-Piche Photos

Tough battle

The Strathmore Spartans high school football 
team defeated Brooks Composite 29-20 on 
Thursday, Oct. 1, in their final home game of the 
season. Joe Lepage Photos

Big home win
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Strathmore Municipal Library welcomes fall with new 
programs and community supports
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Municipal Library is 
heading into the final stretch of Sep-
tember with a new children’s program, 
an indoor food pantry and preparations 
for its annual costume exchange.

Among the new additions this fall is 
Curiosity Club, which held a session 
Sept. 25 and is designed to give school-
aged children a chance to explore dif-
ferent ideas, experiments and activities.

Assistant Director Laura Henders-
on said the program grew partly out 
of the success the library saw during 
its STEAM programming over spring 
break.

“We did all sorts of STEAM activities 
over the week, and they were just hu-
gely successful and very much the type 
of thing that we want to focus on at the 
library,” she said. “It was very literacy 
based, educational based, that sort of 
thing.”

Rather than offering a different the-
med program for each of Golden Hills 
School Division’s Flex Fridays, the li-
brary wanted to create something that 
could continue under one name while 
still leaving room to explore a wide ran-
ge of subjects.

“What I love about it is that you can 
be curious about anything and every-
thing,” said Henderson. “That’s really 
what the function of the program is, 
just to be curious and share that curio-
sity and learn and be inspired by diffe-
rent things.”

Although the program is aimed at 

school-aged children, younger children 
are not necessarily left out. Henders-
on said families often attend the libra-
ry’s Flex Friday programming together, 
and preschool and kindergarten-aged 
children can participate with some help 
from a parent.

Additional Curiosity Club dates are 
scheduled for Oct. 9 and 23, and Nov. 
20 and 27.

The library is also looking ahead to 
Halloween with its annual costume ex-
change, taking place Oct. 2 from 3 to 6 
p.m. and Oct. 3 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Costume donations are already being 
accepted.

Henderson estimated the exchange 
has been running for roughly 12 or 13 
years, though she said she would have 
to check the library’s records to con-
firm the exact number.

“It really just came from a place of 
wanting to serve the community. Cos-
tumes are really expensive. It’s once a 
year that you’re really getting all done 
up,” she said. “It was just a really gre-
at initiative that happened many years 
ago and we just have kept it going.”

People with costumes they no longer 
need can bring them in and select ano-
ther. Those without a costume to ex-
change can still take part by making a 
small donation.

For families with growing children, 
the exchange can help solve the pro-
blem of costumes that no longer fit. But 
Henderson said it also gives children 
an opportunity to simply try something 
different from one Halloween to the 
next.

Members of the Wheatland Youth 
Network, the library’s teen leadership 
group, will volunteer during this year’s 
exchange.

Another initiative at the library is in-
tended to meet a much more immedi-
ate need.

An indoor Little Free Pantry and Kit-
chenette is being launched to give pa-
trons access to food and a place to pre-
pare it during library hours. The space 
includes a microwave and minifridge, 
with plans to keep easy to prepare 
or ready to eat foods such as soup, 
oatmeal, cup noodles and fruit cups 
available.

The project builds on the Little Free 
Pantry already located outside the li-
brary, which Henderson said recei-
ves heavy use. “We can stock it in the 
morning and by evening, it’s empty,” 
she said.

Library staff have also encountered 
people coming inside looking for so-
mething to eat or needing help prepa-
ring food they already have. The libra-

ry staff have been willing to provide 
things such as boiled water or access to 
a microwave, but Henderson said the 
indoor pantry is intended to give peop-
le a more independent option.

“This is just a little bit more of a 
self-serve option, with a little bit more 
autonomy, so you can just go and see 
what we have available, heat it up,” she 
said.

A volunteer will check the kitchenet-
te on Thursdays to clean the space and 
replenish supplies as needed. Its conti-
nued operation, however, will depend 
largely on community support.

All these events, along with the li-
brary’s September Artists of the Month, 
Joanne Giesbrecht and Jane (Style) 
Groenen, will keep the library busy for 
the foreseeable future.

More information about Curiosity 
Club, the costume exchange, the Little 
Free Pantry and Kitchenette and other 
upcoming programming is available 
through the Strathmore Municipal Li-
brary’s website and Facebook page.

Through the lens: 
photographers showcase 
prairie life
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Two local photographers are inviting 
visitors to slow down and take another 
look at the prairie landscape through 
their featured exhibits at the Strathmore 
Municipal Library.

Darlene Hooge and Emily Newman 
both find inspiration in southern Alber-
ta’s landscapes and unexpected details. 
Though their paths into photography 
differ, both are largely self-taught and 
share an interest in capturing moments 
others might pass by.

For Hooge, photography is closely 
tied to her rural roots. Born in Mani-
toba, raised on a small farm in eastern 
Saskatchewan and now living in Carse-
land, she describes herself as a “prairie 
girl at heart.”

“I like things fairly simple,” Hooge 
said. “I like to be able to appreciate 
what’s around me.”

Photography became a greater pas-
sion when her children began having 
children of their own. Following her 
grandchildren to sporting events gave 
her opportunities to practice and deve-
lop her skills through experience, cour-
ses and online resources.

Photography has also changed how 
Hooge sees her surroundings. Once, 
while photographing a deer near the 
water, she later discovered she had 
unknowingly captured a fish jumping 
completely out of the water. 

“I’d never even seen the fish in the 
picture when I was taking that deer,” 
she said.

Those unexpected discoveries encou-
rage Hooge to notice small details, from 
dew-covered spider webs to changes af-
ter rainfall. She will also revisit locati-
ons at different times and perspectives 
to find the image she wants.

Among her most meaningful photo-
graphs is a candid shot of three grand-
children having a snowball fight. 

“Nothing was posed,” she said. “We 
were walking down the road and these 
kids started having a snowball fight.”

Hooge shows her work under Coun-
try Roots Photography and at The Vault 
Cultural Collective. For her, exhibiting 

is less about technical perfection than 
creating an emotional connection.

Newman shares that desire to draw 
attention to what can easily be over-
looked.

A Strathmore resident for about five 
years, Newman’s interest in photograp-
hy began in childhood, inspired by her 
grandfather, a talented amateur photo-
grapher. In high school she even built 
a working camera from a shoebox and 
developed the photographs in a dar-
kroom.

Growing up around Vancouver Is-
land’s rainforests, waterfalls and be-
aches encouraged her to explore. After 
moving to Alberta, weekend drives with 
her family became opportunities to dis-
cover back roads, historic buildings and 
unexpected subjects.

One drive led her to an old school 
bus sitting in a field north of Strath-
more. She returned to photograph it, 
and the image became a favourite and 
part of her library exhibit, Weathered 
on the Prairie.

“There’s so much around us in Stra-
thmore that’s so fascinating,” Newman 
said, adding that people can overlook 
places because they seem mundane.

Her outings rarely unfold exactly as 
planned. On one trip to photograph a 
barn, Newman instead encountered ha-
wks lining a road and spent her time 
photographing them.

Like Hooge, Newman is largely self-
taught, learning through trial and error, 
online courses and videos.

“Just keep doing it,” she advises other 
photographers. “It’s absolutely okay to 
make mistakes because you can just 
keep taking more pictures.”

With Weathered on the Prairie, New-
man hopes viewers consider the history 
held within the region’s aging struc-
tures; a barn, for example, may have 
stood for a century and represents ge-
nerations of people who came before.

For both photographers, the library 
exhibits offer different perspectives on 
a shared idea: familiar landscapes do 
not have to be ordinary. Sometimes a 
camera, and a willingness to stop and 
look, is enough to reveal what has been 
there all along.
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Wheatland County prepares for move to Calgary 9-1-1
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County residents shouldn’t notice much 
of a difference when they call 911 later this year, despi-
te a significant change happening behind the scenes.

The county is preparing to move its 911 call answe-
ring and fire dispatch services to Calgary 9-1-1, with 
the transition currently targeted for Dec. 8.

For residents, however, the process of getting help in 
an emergency isn’t expected to change.

“The user experience will not change; still call 911 
and get help,” said Amy Zaluski, general manager of 
Community and Development Services.

The transition hasn’t happened yet, so there aren’t 
any real-world results to point to at this stage. Much of 
the work right now involves getting the system ready, 
including testing radio coverage, channel scanning and 
communications ahead of the December changeover.

Once the switch is made, 911 calls from Wheatland 
County will be answered through Calgary 9-1-1.

As the call taker speaks with the person calling and 
gathers information about the emergency, that infor-
mation can also be passed along to a dispatcher and 
responding fire crews. That means firefighters can be 
dispatched while the call taker is still gathering de-
tails.

One of the obvious questions with moving dispatch 
services to Calgary is how well a city-based 911 centre 
will be able to deal with rural locations.

Finding an emergency in Wheatland County isn’t al-
ways as simple as entering a street address. Callers 
may give a range road, township road, legal land de-
scription or even a landmark that is better known lo-
cally than it is outside the community.

According to information provided by the county 
from the City of Calgary, Calgary 9-1-1 uses digital 
mapping incorporated into its dispatch system with 
mapping information supplied by local municipalities.

Location information can also come from the cal-
ler’s phone. Cellphone GPS data can help estimate a 

caller’s location, while a landline provides the address 
associated with that telephone number.

That information is then combined with the know-
ledge of local firefighters responding to the call.

The county says rural addressing, including legal 
land descriptions and range and township roads, is 
accounted for within the system. Calgary 9-1-1 also 
already handles dispatching for a number of rural 
communities.

According to the county, Calgary has more than 20 
years of experience dispatching rural fire departments 
and currently provides the service for 11 rural depart-
ments and communities. Those include neighbouring 
Rocky View County as well as Beiseker, Crossfield, 
Chestermere, Cochrane, Canmore and Kananaskis 
County.

Many of the departments Calgary 9-1-1 works with 
are volunteer or paid-on-call operations.

That’s particularly relevant in rural areas because 
the number of firefighters available at any given time 
can change. Response plans built into the dispatch 
system allow neighbouring departments to be brought 
in when additional help is needed.

The system also uses predetermined response plans 
to identify which crews and equipment should be sent 
depending on the type of emergency.

Another concern the county has tried to address is 
whether Wheatland calls could be delayed when Cal-
gary is experiencing a high volume of emergencies.

The county says that won’t be the case. Calls are 
handled according to the urgency of the emergency 
rather than whether they originate in Calgary or one 
of the rural communities served by the centre.

Backup capacity was another consideration when 
the county selected its new provider. Calgary 9-1-1 
operates two centres at the same time, allowing ope-
rations to continue if one location is affected by a 
power outage, technology failure or another problem.

Calgary 9-1-1 was selected following a request for 
proposals process. According to the county, proposals 
were considered based on several factors, including 

cost, technology and the provider’s ability to maintain 
service if equipment or facilities fail.

The county has not released a comparison of what 
competing providers bid because those proposals are 
confidential, although information presented during 
public council meetings remains available as part of 
the public record.

The change also won’t affect which ambulances res-
pond to emergencies in Wheatland County.

EMS dispatch is separate from Calgary 9-1-1. When 
someone calls 911 for a medical emergency, the call 
is transferred to the provincial EMS dispatch system 
which determines the ambulance response.

Local fire departments will also continue respon-
ding to medical calls where they currently provide 
assistance. That’s especially important in rural com-
munities where firefighters can sometimes reach a pa-
tient before an ambulance arrives.

Residents won’t have to do anything differently 
when the new system goes live. There is no new emer-
gency number to remember and no changes need to 
be made to a phone.

There will be one new number residents may want 
to keep handy. Non-emergency fire matters, including 
questions about burn permits and fire bans, will be 
handled through 403-264-1022

Residents could also see “Calgary 911” appear on 
their caller ID after the transition.

That can happen if someone accidentally hangs up 
while calling 911 or the call is disconnected. Calga-
ry 9-1-1 may call the person back to confirm they’re 
safe or gather information that was lost when the call 
ended. 

Residents are being asked to answer if they see Cal-
gary 9-1-1 calling. With the transition still scheduled 
for December, it remains too early to say what diffe-
rence the new system will make during actual emer-
gency calls.

For residents, though, the county’s message is sim-
ple: if there’s an emergency, call 911 just as you do 
now.

Strathmore tax arrears auction set for Oct. 15
MELISSA CRISPIN-PICHE
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Residents will have an opportunity to bid on 
properties with unpaid taxes, but potential buyers 
should understand the process before taking part.

The Town of Strathmore is preparing to hold a 
public tax arrears auction on Thursday, Oct. 15, gi-
ving interested buyers an opportunity to purchase 
properties whose owners have fallen behind on their 
property taxes.

The auction is scheduled for 11 a.m. at the Strath-
more Municipal Office, located at 1 Parklane Drive.

For anyone unfamiliar with tax arrears auctions, the 
process can seem a little confusing. Unlike a regular 
real estate sale, these auctions are held by municipa-
lities to recover unpaid property taxes.

When property owners fail to pay their taxes for an 
extended period, municipalities can begin a tax reco-
very process under Alberta’s Municipal Government 
Act. This includes notifying property owners and gi-
ving them opportunities to pay what they owe before 
their property is offered for sale.

Even when a property is advertised for auction, the 
owner can still prevent the sale by paying the out-
standing taxes and required costs before the property 
is sold.

Strathmore town council approved reserve bids 
for five properties in July, with prices ranging from 
$42,000 to $203,250.

The approved reserve bids are $42,000, $47,250, 
$162,532.50, $169,882.50 and $203,250.

A reserve bid is the minimum amount the munici-
pality will accept for a property at auction. It is not 
necessarily the amount of unpaid taxes.

The municipality is required to set reserve bids as 
close as reasonably possible to the properties’ market 
values.

Although five properties were initially identified, 
that does not mean all five will be available on aucti-
on day. Properties may be removed from the auction 
if their owners pay the outstanding amounts before-
hand.

Members of the public can attend the auction and 
bid on the properties available that day. Each proper-
ty has a reserve price, and bids must meet that mini-
mum for a sale to take place.

If the reserve price is not met, the property will re-
main unsold. The town may then become the owner 
of the property.

Successful bidders must pay the balance of their 
purchase within 30 days of the auction. Payment 
must be made by certified cheque or bank draft, and 
GST will apply where required.

If the winning bidder fails to complete payment 
within the 30-day period, the town has the right to 
offer the property to the next-highest bidder.

Buyers should know the risks. While a tax auction 
may attract people looking to purchase property, the-
re are some important differences from a traditional 

real estate sale.
Properties are sold on an “as is, where is” basis. 

This means buyers are responsible for understanding 
what they are purchasing, including any potential 
problems with the land or buildings.

The town does not guarantee the condition of a 
property, the availability of services, soil conditions 
or whether the land is suitable for a buyer’s intended 
use.

Buyers also cannot make their bids conditional on 
obtaining financing, completing a home inspection or 
meeting other requirements.

Anyone considering bidding should research the 
property beforehand, review its land title and make 
sure they have the money available to complete the 
purchase.

Property owners can still prevent a sale. For proper-
ty owners whose land is scheduled for auction, there 
is still an opportunity to stop the sale.

Under Alberta’s tax recovery rules, owners can pre-
vent their property from being sold by paying all out-
standing tax arrears and associated costs before the 
sale takes place.

This means the list of properties available on Oct. 
15 could change, even shortly before the auction be-
gins.

Residents interested in attending or purchasing a 
property are encouraged to contact the Town of Stra-
thmore ahead of time to confirm which properties 
remain available and review the conditions of sale.

Fake gold bar scam
BBB RELEASE

There have been recent reports to the Better Busi-
ness Bureau’s ScamTracker about the fake gold bar 
scam.

“The criminals who carry out this scam are oppor-
tunists who take advantage of unsuspecting citizens,” 
says Mary O’Sullivan-Andersen, President and CEO of 
BBB Serving Alberta and East Kootenay. “This scam 
often starts out as a fake pop-up message on an in-
dividual’s computer screen with a warning that their 
financial accounts have been hacked. This is the be-
ginning of the scam with the person then urged to 

call a number where they are then told they need to 
convert their accounts into gold bars and then hand 
them over so their assets can be protected. What 
sounds absurd can take on an air of believability and 
lure people in because there is an urgency to the mes-
sage that can cause costly, and in some cases, finan-
cially devastating mistakes to happen. In one report 
to BBB, the individual suffered losses of more than 
$700,000.”

TIPS
• Do not call a number provided in a pop-up, text, 

or email.
• Never allow anyone you don’t know remote ac-

cess to your computer.
• Never transfer large amounts of money out of 

your bank account at the urging of someone over the 
phone.

• If someone claims there is an issue with your 
bank account, hang up and contact your financial in-
stitution at a verified number.

 • This scam can be effective because the scammer 
creates a sense of urgency, pressuring the victim into 
making spontaneous decisions and then demanding 
the interaction be kept secret.

• The best way to combat this scam is to not en-
gage. Turn off your computer and hang up the telep-
hone.

• Contact someone you trust and let them know 
your situation.

• Report these encounters to the police using the 
non-emergency line.
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Pipeline to the west coast
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Last week marked a major milestone 
for Alberta’s energy future. The propo-
sed west coast oil pipeline has a new 
name and has been officially designa-
ted as a project of national interest. Our 
government is also moving forward 
with plans for high-speed rail between 
Calgary and Edmonton, proposing 
tougher penalties for illegal dumping, 
and investing in specialized health care 
for southern Alberta.

Alberta’s government has fought hard 
to get pipelines built that will get more 
Alberta energy to global markets, and 
the Pacific Link pipeline is a vital step 
towards that goal. The proposed west 
coast pipeline – now with a new name 
– will carry one million barrels of oil 
per day from Alberta to Canada’s west 
coast, giving producers greater access 
to customers in Asia. Alberta is wor-
king with Trans Mountain Corporati-
on, which will lead development of the 
project, and Pembina Pipeline Corpo-
ration, which is bringing private-sector 
expertise and investment. This recent 
national-interest designation means the 
project will be fast-tracked through one 
coordinated federal review process. Pa-
cific Link is expected to create up to 
140,000 jobs during construction and 
add more than $20 billion a year to Ca-
nada’s economy once operational. This 
project will also generate more than 
$265 billion in provincial royalties over 
50 years of operation. By expanding ac-
cess to global markets, the project will 
help position Alberta and Canada as a 
global energy superpower.

Alberta is taking the next step to-
ward high-speed rail between Alberta’s 
two largest cities. This fall, the provin-
ce plans to invite the private sector to 
submit proposals for a line connec-
ting downtown Calgary, Red Deer, and 
downtown Edmonton, with service to 
Airdrie and both major airports. A de-
dicated high-speed train will make 
the trip between Calgary and Edmon-
ton in about one hour and 45 minutes. 
Government will select a proponent 
for the project by April 2027. The fe-
deral government has also committed 
to working with Alberta to advance 
the project once that selection is made. 
This project will give Albertans a faster 
transportation option while strengthe-
ning one of the province’s busiest eco-
nomic corridors.

Alberta’s government is also taking 
action to protect private property and 
make those who illegally dump waste 
face the consequences. Our govern-
ment plans to introduce legislation this 
fall that would set fines for individuals 
who engage in illegal dumping bet-
ween $10,000 and $100,000 and allow 
courts to impose jail sentences ranging 
from 30 days to six months. Corporati-
ons that participate in illegal dumping 
would face fines of up to $1 million. 
These proposed changes are intended 
to deter illegal dumping while ensuring 

that offenders, not farmers, landow-
ners, municipalities, and taxpayers, are 
responsible for cleanup costs.

Southern Albertans will benefit from 
expanded access to specialized diag-
nostic imaging and cancer treatment. 
Our government is providing $64 mil-
lion toward the Calgary Radiophar-
maceutical Centre at Foothills Medical 
Centre. The centre will contain Calga-
ry’s first cyclotron, a machine that pro-
duces short-lived radioactive materials 
used to make medicines for positron 
emission tomography (PET) and sin-
gle-photon emission computed tomo-
graphy (SPECT) scans, as well as some 
cancer treatments. These materials are 
currently produced only in Edmon-
ton. Producing them in Calgary will 
strengthen the local supply and help 
expand diagnostic imaging for cancer, 
heart disease, neurological conditions, 
and other serious illnesses. Once com-
pleted, the facility will more than triple 
Alberta’s capacity 

to produce medicines for PET scans 
and nearly double capacity for SPECT 
scans.

From opening new markets for Al-
berta energy to advancing high-speed 
rail to protecting private property and 
expanding specialized health care, our 
government is getting the job done by 
investing in infrastructure, services, 
and opportunities Albertans need today 
while building a stronger future for our 
province.

As always, please free to reach out to 
my office with your feedback and ques-
tions

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for 
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordability 
and Utilities)

COMING EVENTS
FIREARMS WANTED FOR  OUR 
2026  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, Acces-
sories, or Militaria. Collections, 
Estates or single items. For 
Auction, or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609, 
Email: sales@switzersauction.
com  or Visit us @  www.swit-
zersauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

SUDOKU

COMING EVENTS

BISHOP, 
Gordon Albert
May 14 1948 
- August 30 2026

Gordon passed away peacefully surrounded by loved 
ones on August 30.  Gordon was the only child of Hel-
en & Albert Bishop of Langdon, AB.  He was born and 
raised on the generational family farm.  He studied 
Agricultural Mechanics at SAIT before coming home 
to grow his own family.  Throughout his life, Gordon 
enjoyed playing baseball and curling, 4-H, playing 
cards, travelling, visiting with friends and spending 
time with his grandchildren.  He loved his animals 
and treated his cattle as if they were pets.  Gordon is 
a respected steward of the land, reliable community 
supporter and devoted husband, father and grandfa-
ther.  He is deeply missed by his wife of 50 years, 
Christine, son Geoff (Sherry), daughter Jennifer (Josh) 
and grandkids Alex and Julianna.  The family invites 
anyone who knew Gordon to Celebrate his Life at the 
Indus Recreation Center on Friday November 13 at 
2:00pm.

Obituary
HAYNE, Olive 
1943 ~ 2026

It is with profound sadness and heavy 
hearts that we announce the pass-
ing of Olive Hayne, who passed away 

peacefully in her sleep in Didsbury on September 14, 
2026, at the age of 83 years. Olive was born on Janu-
ary 24, 1943, in Ste. Rose, Manitoba, to Merle and 
Martha Millions. She is survived by her son, Merle; 
her grandchildren, Kelby and Cedar; her brothers, 
Austin, John, Ernie, and Jerry; and numerous nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased by her son, Dale, 
and her sister, Ruth and brothers Mark and Rob.
Olive was an Alberta cowgirl through and through. At 
sixteen years old, she came to Alberta to live with her 
sister, Ruth. She married Allen Hayne on October 31, 
1965, and together they lived southeast of Carseland, 
Alberta, where they raised cattle and their two boys, 
Merle and Dale. While her children were young, Ol-
ive travelled the rodeo circuit for several years. Her 
events included cow roping, goat tying, and steer 
undecorating. She was a tough and determined 
woman who loved the life she had built around her 
horses, cattle, and dogs. Olive and Allen divorced in 
2000, after which she remained on the farm with her 
horses and dogs—of which she always seemed to 
have several.
Despite her tough and calloused exterior, Olive had 
a tender heart. She opened her home to many foster 
children over the years and enjoyed many knitting 
nights shared with friends and loved ones. She had 
a way of seeing beyond the things of this world. She 
recognized
that belt buckles, prize-winning horses, and earthly 
accomplishments have no bearing on gaining heaven.
When Olive was ten years old, she placed her faith in 
the finished work of Jesus Christ. From that day for-
ward, she trusted in Him—not in her own goodness 
or character. Because of that faith, she knew that one 
day she would be “absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8).
That day has now come. Olive is forever in the pres-
ence of the Lord.
Amen.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, October 
24, 2026 at Carseland Community Centre, 330 Rail-
way Ave W, Carseland, AB at 1:00 p.m.
Condolences, memories and photos may be shared 
and viewed at www.heartlandfuneralservices.com. 
Arrangements in care of Heartland Funeral Servic-
es (Didsbury), 1413 - 21 Avenue, Didsbury, Alberta 
403.335.4773.

Obituary

Sundays at the Legion 2-4:30 pm
October 18, October 25

Come to Watch, Listen, Participate
Everyone Welcome • Call 403-934-5119 for info

EDMONTON COIN SHOW - Oc-
tober 17 & 18, 2026. Saturday 
10 am - 4:30 pm; Sunday 
10 am - 3 pm. Lions Centre 
11113 - 113 Street, Edmon-
ton. Family friendly!  Displays * 
Auctions * Free market evalu-
ations.*  Dealers from across 
Canada. * Visit www.edmon-
toncoinclub.com/shows

COMING EVENTS

Check us out ONLINE!!Check us out ONLINE!!
www.www.StrathmoStrathmoreTimesreTimes.com.com
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATINGGENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

REAL ESTATE

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

GOVERNMENT

 www.strathmorelibrary.ca/learn
learn@strathmorelibrary.ca   |  403-934-5440

SAIL helps adults develop skills and supports they need for 
everyday life (English, high school equivalency, literacy, 

numeracy, and digital skills). We offer referrals and flexible 
learning opportunities, including peer learning, private 

tutoring, evenings, and weekends. 
We have ongoing intake of learners and 

programs are low cost. 
Fee subsidies are available. 

Strathmore, Wheatland County & Siksika

SAIL (Strathmore and area Adult Inclusive Learning)

BUSINESSES

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS IN THE 

TIMES!

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

ELECTRICAL

TODD  1-825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA

ALL JEWELRY,  
ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS

Bars, Bullion, Ingots, Nuggets, 
Sterling Silver, Old & Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING ENTIRE COIN
COLLECTIONS & OLD MONEY

CASH
PAID

GOLD &
SILVERfor

TODD  1-825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA

ALL JEWELRY,  
ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS

Bars, Bullion, Ingots, Nuggets, 
Sterling Silver, Old & Broken Gold, etc.

BUYING ENTIRE COIN
COLLECTIONS & OLD MONEY

CASH
PAID

GOLD &
SILVERfor

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
Hauling, Junk Removal & Stump Grinding

Firewood Sold in Bundles or Cords
FREE Delivery in Strathmore

403-934-7645

FIREWOOD / HAULING

BUYING OLD BUYING OLD JJEWELRY  EWELRY  
Rings, Chains, Charms, Bracelets, Brooches, Pendants, Necklaces, etc. 

Vintage Jewelry | Gold Jewelry | Silver Jewelry 
Broken Gold & Coins 

Call or Text Todd  1-825-365-8557

Also buying Estate Collections.

BUYING OLD BUYING OLD JJEWELRY  EWELRY  
Rings, Chains, Charms, Bracelets, Brooches, Pendants, Necklaces, etc. 

Vintage Jewelry | Gold Jewelry | Silver Jewelry 
Broken Gold & Coins 

Call or Text Todd  1-825-365-8557

Also buying Estate Collections.

Will Pick Up!Will Pick Up!

CASH  CASH  
FOR COINSFOR COINS

CASH  CASH  
FOR COINSFOR COINS

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, 
FRanklin Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, 

ColleCtoR’s Coins, nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, 
old Coins, old $, gold Coins, silveR Coins, 

baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, steRling silveR 
& entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, FRanklin 
Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, ColleCtoR’s Coins, 

nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, old Coins, old $,  
gold Coins, silveR Coins, baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, 

steRling silveR & entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

LIVESTOCK

PASTURE 
WANTED: 

Cow/Calf Pairs.  
Quiet, quality cattle.  

Checked regular. 
Managed well.  

Don’t overgraze.  
Contact Travis @ 
Redline Livestock  
403-994-1065

NOTICES

Strathmore & District Curling Club

ANNUAL FALL ‘SEASON 
OPENER’ MEETING

Wednesday, October 7th
6:30 p.m. Refreshments

7:00 p.m. Meeting
(Proposed Bylaw changes to be reviewed)

Everyone welcome!

HELP WANTED
Ritchie Stairs Inc. 

is in need of a 
SHOP FOREMAN 
starting at $25/hour. 

Must have 
knowledge of hand 

tools and experience 
is preferred but 

will train. 
Resumes can 

be sent to 
ritchiestairs@

gmail.com

WORK WANTED
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com

SERVICES
CANADIAN PICKERS! Down-
sizing? Moving? Buying Silver 
Flatware & Jewelry. We buy all 
Mint sets, Gold Jewelry, Rings, 
Chains, etc. Ted or Joy 825-
966-4373.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsecond-
mortgages.ca

TRAVEL
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VILLA: 
Executive lakeview villa in Os-
oyoos, BC, breathtaking lake 
and mountain views; just 3 
minutes from town. Vacation 
in Canada’s warmest destina-
tion. Or warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort units 
in Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 
306-716-2671 or visit osoyoo-
slakevilla.com

TENDER

Do you need help 
cleaning your home 

in Strathmore?
For 20 years, I’ve come 
alongside busy families 

and seniors with 
cleaning help. Thorough. 

Attention to detail. 
Please call 236-457-1336 

for an introduction 
appointment.

PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEATLAND COUNTY

CHASE PIT

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AND ENHANCEMENT ACT

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION

INFORMATION ONLY

Environmental Protection and 
Enhancement Act (EPEA) Registration 
No. 00015676-03-00 was issued on 
January 16, 2020, to Wheatland County 
for the construction, operation, and 
reclamation of a pit in the NE 10 & NW 
11-022-21-W4M.  

Reclamation certificate 00510422-00-00 
has been issued by Alberta Environment 
and Protected Areas on September 
11, 2026. The EPEA Registration No. 
00015676-03-00 is no longer required for 
the above mentioned pit.  

In accordance with the EPEA and the 
regulations, the Director has canceled 
EPEA Registration No. 00015676-03-00.

890 ACRES 
AGRICULTURE LAND 
IN THE WHEATLAND 
COUNTY FOR LEASE

Combination dry 
cultivated, irrigated 

cultivated, dry 
pastureland

Request a copy 
of the RFP email: 
codellverweire@
gmail.com or text 

403 816 1303
ONLY QUALIFIED 
respondents to 
the RFP will be 

considered. Your 
text message must 
contain individuals 

contact name. 
Submission cut off 

3 pm November 16, 2026
Successful RFP 

candidate will be 
notified 

November 30, 2026. 

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!
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October 7, 2026 | 6 p.m.
October 14, 2026 | 6 p.m.
October 21, 2026 | 6 p.m.

Upcoming Council Meetings
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Hey dogs, keep your 
owner on their leash.
You don’t want them getting lost, 
right?

Whenever you can, shop local. 
It might sound cliché, but it 
really matters.

2026-2027.
Waste Collection Schedule
The new waster collection schedule for the 2026-2027 year is 
available. 
Black Carts: Weekly pick-up year round.

Green Carts: Weekly pick-up May through October, biweekly 
November through April.

Blue Carts: Biweekly pick-up year round.

For more information about our waste collection schedules, routes, 
and important dates, visit: Strathmore.ca/WasteSchedule.

Fall Registration Open!
Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre Fall 
programming is now open!
Looking for ways to stay active, learn something new, or keep the 
kids engaged this fall? We’ve got something for everyone!

Registration opened on August 4 for our exciting lineup of fall 
programs, including:
• Cardio & Strength
• Seniorcise
• Stay & Play
• School Closure & PD Day Camps
• Mini Sport Adventure
• Mini Movers
• Yoga & Stretch

Whether you’re looking to build strength, improve exibility, stay 
connected with your community, or keep your little ones active and 
having fun, our fall programs are designed to help you make the most 
of the season.

For more information about programs and activities, visit: 
Strathmore.ca/SMPSportsCentre

Join our team.
Career opportunities available.
Are you looking for a new opportunity? The Town of Strathmore 
is hiring! We have a variety of positions available across di erent 
departments.

• Contract Group Fitness Instructor/Personal Trainer

• Casual Sports Centre Attendant

Check out Strathmore.ca/Careers for more information about 
current opportunities and discover your bright future with the Town 
of Strathmore.

Notice of Public Hearing.

Land Use Bylaw Amending Bylaw No. 23-13 (126 Westdale Street)

Public Hearing Process

Please be advised that the Town of Strathmore has received an application for a land use redesignation for 126 Westdale Street (Lot 9, Block 3, 
Plan 0815612). The proposed re-designation from ‘R1 – Single Detached Residential District’ to ‘R2 – Low Density Residential District’ aims to 
permit the development of a semi-detached house. 

The Public Hearing will be held via ZOOM and in Council Chambers, Strathmore Municipal Building, 1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore Alberta on 
Wednesday, October 21, 2026, commencing at 6:00 pm with procedures in accordance with the Municipal Government Act, Section 199 and 
the Town of Strathmore Council Procedural Bylaw No. 23-17 and amendments thereto. Any person or group of persons, or person acting on 
someone’s behalf, who claims to be affected by any of the proposed bylaw may present suggestions or concerns by making a submission to 
the public hearing. Please contact Legislative Services at LSAdmin@strathmore.ca by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, October 14, 2026, in order to 
register to present.

Written submissions to the Public Hearing or the name of any person wishing to make an oral presentation at the Public Hearing must be 
received by the Planning and Development Department prior to 12:00 noon on Wednesday, October 14, 2026, as outlined in Bylaw No. 23-17 

Please note that written submissions will become public documents once submitted to the Town, unless otherwise requested.

Please contact Legislative Services at (403) 934 3133 prior to attending a Public Hearing to determine the order of Bylaw presentations in the 

New Addition
Blue Recycling Carts 
Are Here.
The new program features single-stream recycling, which 
means there is no sorting required. Simply place accepted 
recyclable materials in your blue cart and set it out for 
collection!

Questions? Answers! Visit, CircularMaterials.ca/Strathmore
 or Strathmore.ca/BlueCarts, for more information.

Holiday Safety Reminders.
Thanksgiving Weekend
Thanksgiving is a time for family, friends, and feasting, but it’s also 
important to prioritize safety during the holiday festivities. Here 
are some essential safety tips to ensure a joyful and accident-free 
Thanksgiving:
• itchen Safety: Have a re extinguisher and know how to use it, 

cut away from your body when handling knives or sharp utensils 
and use a cutting board to prevent slips and injuries.

• Food Safety: Ensure that all food is cooked to the appropriate 
temperatures. Using a meat thermometer can help avoid 
food poisoning. Remember to be cautious with leftovers; 
refridgerating within two hours of serving, and eating them 
within three to four days.

• Road Safety: When driving to spend some quality time with 
family or friends, make sure to buckle up and avoid distractions. 
Planning your route ahead of time and leaving early can help you 
avoid heavy tra c and driving in the dark.

• Emotional Well-being: The holidays can be stressful, and it is 
essential to take breaks and practice self-care. Remember to 
enjoy and cherish the time spent with loved ones. 

Happy Holiday season!


