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Strathmore Denture Clinic StrathmoreDenture

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228
www.strathmoredentureclinic.com

219C 3rd Avenue, Across from the Post Office

By Peter Rothstein
Vocal Arrangements by 

Erick Lichte & Timothy C. Takach

Music Overcoming Conflict
November 3 – December 23
Only 40 minutes from Strathmore

1-800-267-7553 • RosebudTheatre.com 
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Carey Rose
 

Serving Strathmore & Wheatland County since 1999

www.careyrose.com
careyrose@remax.net
(403)934-0781

Carey Rose

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

Page 3 

Perfect parade

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore, during the regular 
meeting of council on Nov. 14, held a depart-
ment question and answer period between 
council, the town finance department, and the 
rest of the budget team.

The budget process for 2024 began with a 
community delegation night, hosted by coun-
cil, Oct. 26 for local organizations to make re-
quests for funding to council all at once, as 
opposed to throughout a given year. 

Following this, proposed budget documen-
tation was released to council and the public, 
Nov. 1. A week later, council hosted a com-
munity engagement session, being a “Coffee 
with Council,” regarding the budget to address 
public questions and concerns. 

As it has been introduced to council, the 
2024 budget currently suggests a 5.05 per cent 
increase in total taxes for residents and busi-
nesses. 

In 2023, the total tax increases were 4.9 per 
cent for residents and businesses, respectively. 
For the town, the difference represents a net 
change of $988,000 of property taxes.

“Administration realizes that this is a diffi-
cult time for residents and businesses, as they 
have been challenged yet by another year of 
high inflation,” said Leana Aschbacher, senior 
manager of financial services. “We expect that 
the town, along with residents and businesses, 
will still continue to feel the impacts on the 
hikes and prices across the market in the next 
year, and possible the few years coming.”

The proposed budget for 2024, according to 
Aschbacher, is largely focused on reducing the 
town’s debt and building reserves, while main-
taining existing programs and service levels. 

Town administration has also written into 
the town budget an assumption that the town 
will be less able to benefit from government 
grants, such as the Municipal Sustainability In-
itiative (MSI) operating grant.

By operating under the assumption that 
grants such as the MSI will be unavailable to 
the town, as an organization it is easier to plan 
around and not be reliant on a successful ap-
plication.

Continued on Page 4

TIMESTIMES
403-803-4605

STRATHMORE STRATHMORE 
TIMESTIMES

NEWNEW Address Address
129 2nd Avenue

Inside the 
Strathmore 

Business Centre

Office HoursOffice Hours
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Provincial hosts

John Watson Photo

People turned up in droves for the grand opening of the Celebration of Lights at the Strathmore 
Agriculture Grounds on Nov. 25. Besides the wonderful light displays, there was plenty to see 
and do, including horse-drawn sleigh rides, caroling, hot chocolate before ending the night with 
a magnificent fireworks display. See more coverage on Page 2.

Strathmore lights up the night

Town reviews 
2024 budget
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Chantelle 
de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore

403-962-0126
129 2nd Avenue
Strathmore, AB  T1P1K1

Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Royal Canadian Legion Royal Canadian Legion 
Ladies AuxiliaryLadies Auxiliary

December 2
e 1 pm e

Strathmore Legion
$5/person

Includes Strawberry or 
Lemon Shortcake
e Door Prizes e

Join us and sing along with the 
Seasoned With Time Carollers 

also joining us will be the 
Strathmore Hospital Ladies 

Auxiliary, get your stocking stuffers!

ChristmasChristmas  
Tea & Tea & 

Bake SaleBake Sale

ChristmasChristmas  
Tea & Tea & 

Bake SaleBake Sale

 

FILE NAME: EEC_23-0283_Campaign_News-winter-print
DATE: 11/10/23

PROFILE: CYAN  MAGENTA  YELLOW  BLACK

NOTES:

EEC_23-0283_CampaigN_NEws-wiNtEr-priNt
stratHmOrE timEs 10.25" × 2"  11/10/23

Customers are free to purchase natural gas services or electricity services from a retailer of their 
choice.For a list of retailers, visit ucahelps.alberta.ca or call 310-4822 (toll-free in Alberta).

*Some conditions, admin, other fees and taxes beyond the electricity and natural gas rates also apply.

Gain stability with fixed  
natural gas and electricity rates*.

The Celebration of Lights was illuminated for the first time this year, Nov. 25 at the Strathmore and District Agricultural Society 
Grounds, following the annual Santa Parade through downtown Strathmore. The event was also paired with a fireworks display 
put on by Heckya and Lakewood of Strathmore.

John Watson Photos

STRATHMOREAG BALLDIAMONDS

HOT CHOCOLATE,HOT CHOCOLATE,    SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES.SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES.
SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY.SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY.

GATES OPEN 6:00PM -9:00PM

November 25-January 7th 

Sleigh rides 
December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

6:00pm-7:30pm

STRATHMORE AG BALL DIAMONDS

HOT CHOCOLATE, HOT CHOCOLATE,    SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES. SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES.
SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY. SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY.

GATES OPEN 6:00PM -9:00PM

November 25-January 7th 

Sleigh rides 
December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

6:00pm-7:30pm

STRATHMORE AG BALL DIAMONDS

HOT CHOCOLATE, HOT CHOCOLATE,    SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES. SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES.
SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY. SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY.

GATES OPEN 6:00PM -9:00PM

November 25-January 7th 

Sleigh rides 
December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

6:00pm-7:30pm

STRATHMORE AG BALL DIAMONDS

HOT CHOCOLATE, HOT CHOCOLATE,    SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES. SANTA’S COTTAGE, COOKIES.
SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY. SANTA VISITS EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY.

GATES OPEN 6:00PM -9:00PM

November 25-January 7th 

Sleigh rides 
December 2nd, 9th & 16th 

6:00pm-7:30pm

Cookie cravingCookie craving
The streets and shops of Strathmore were full of eager families ready 
to collect their cookie for the annual SWCC Cookie Walk on Nov. 25. 

Melissa Piche Photos
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The Town of Strathmore has launched its se-
cond annual Toys for Tickets program to take 
place over the majority of the Christmas season.

“Toy donations in lieu of parking tickets is a 
great way the town can be innovative and make 
a difference in our community. Last year, parti-
cipants donated over $700 worth of toys to the 
Strathmore and Wheatland Christmas Hamper So-
ciety,” said Mark Pretzlaff, on behalf of Communi-
ty and Protective Services.

Having kicked off Nov. 13, those who are is-
sued municipal enforcement non-moving violati-
ons are able to, instead of paying the ticket to the 
town, donate a new, unwrapped toy of equal or 
greater value. 

At the end of the campaign, any donated toys 
will be handed off to the Strathmore and Whe-
atland County Christmas Hamper Society so that 
they may be sent off to children in need.

“The Toys for Tickets program came in a couple 
of years ago and it was just an idea for a program 
– I think other places do it as well, and it is a pro-
gram designed where, if you unfortunately get a 
ticket for something and you need to pay it … it 
is a way of paying a ticket, but it is a way of doing 
something really nice so that a child in the com-
munity can be looked after at Christmas time,” 

said Mayor Pat Fule. “We had some good results 
last year. In 2022, there were 22 total tickets that 
were given out during the campaign period; 14 
people paid them normally and eight used the 
opportunity to buy a toy of equal value so that a 
child got something really nice at Christmas.”

According to Fule, the eight toys donated last 
year added to a value of $705.14, with an average 
ticket value of $88.14. 

To donate, every person who receives a tic-
ket between Nov. 13 and Dec. 11 can bring the 
toy, unwrapped in their original packaging with 
proof of purchase to the town municipal buil-
ding. 

Donations of multiple toys are also accepted, 
so long as the total value is equal to or greater 
than the penalty of the issued ticket. 

“For those people who do not get a traffic tic-
ket, they will also have an opportunity here at 
the Strathmore Municipal Building to still dona-
te a new unwrapped toy,” added Fule. “There is 
going to be a Christmas tree in the lobby and we 
will make sure that those gifts are also donated 
to the Strathmore and Wheatland County Christ-
mas Hamper Society.”

Fule added he also wished to thank those who 
decide to donate a toy, should they receive a par-
king ticket, and contribute to the program, as 
the effort will go a long way towards making a 
child’s Christmas much better.

Strathmore launches 
second annual Toys for 
Tickets campaign

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Town of Strathmore Council passed all three 
readings for Bylaw 23-35, being the Fees Amen-
ding Bylaw during the Nov. 15 regular meeting of 
council.

Town council briefly discussed the bylaw, and it 
was recommended in the agenda by administrati-
on that all three readings be given.

“When council approved our 2024 fees bylaws, 
we had two items that were excluded from the 
fees bylaw. One was our safety codes and one 
(was) our cemetery fees,” said Leana Aschbacher, 
senior manager of financial services for the Town 
of Strathmore. “This bylaw presented here tonight 
is due to adding our safety code fees back into 
our 2024 fees bylaw as we were out for an RFP in 
November 2023 so we have now closed this and 
we have awarded the contract.”

The Town of Strathmore’s Development Servi-
ces department currently uses a contractor for sa-
fety codes services. The contract was awarded to 
Park Enterprises Ltd., as described, after reques-
ting proposals for services from the private sector. 

According to town administration, the last time 
the fees were increased for safety codes services, 
including the rates for plumbing, electrical, and 
gas permits, was in 2019. 

Strathmore’s Development Services department 
received updated fees this month from Park En-

terprises, and it was noted that the town’s current 
fees are low compared to other municipalities wit-
hin the surrounding region. 

Development Services, in the town’s meeting 
agenda, noted their intention to increase fees gra-
dually so as to bring the town to a more compa-
rable rate to the rest of the region within a few 
years. 

The purpose of the rate bylaw is to provide cle-
ar and transparent rates to allow the town to ope-
rate and ensure local revenue is stable. 

Following Aschbacher’s presentation to council, 
there were no further questions, nor discussion 
prior to Coun. Richard Wegener motioning for 
council to have first reading to Bylaw 23-35, being 
the fees amending bylaw. The motion was passed 
unanimously without discussion.

Coun. Denise Peterson motioned to give second 
reading to Bylaw 23-35, which was similarly pas-
sed unanimously without further discussion. 

Wegener motioned for council to give unani-
mous consent to have third and final reading of 
Bylaw 23-35 in the same meeting as its previous 
readings, in accordance with the updated proce-
dural bylaw. This motion was carried. 

Coun. Debbie Mitzner motioned for council to 
give third and final reading to Bylaw 23-35. Final-
ly, this motion was carried without further discus-
sion by council.

Town passes updated fees 
amending bylaw

Students at Wheatland Elementary School were rewarded for their efforts 
during their most recent food drive by taping their principal and associate 
principal to a gymnasium wall. Over 2,600 items were collected in all to sup-
port the Strathmore and Wheatland Christmas Hamper Society. The school 
also participated in Soup for Soldiers, donating food to the legion to support 
local veterans. John Watson Photo

Sticky situation
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GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS 
IN THE TIMES!IN THE TIMES!

Call 403-934-5589

403.934.5555  c 403.804.8340

SUDOKU

Trellis hosts Kairos Blanket Exercise  
at Civic Centre

Town Council 
reviews proposed 
2024 budget
Continued from Page 1

The 2024 budget has an operating 
impact of $37,367,600¬ before business 
cases and postponed motions are calcu-
lated. The 2024 capital budget has an 
operating impact of $7,014,000. 

If the Education Requisition from the 
province is higher than is currently esti-
mated, administration is recommending 
to lower the municipal tax increase and 
lower the transfer to reserves in order to 
offset the increase. 

As it stands, the education levy is set 
at 1.6 per cent in the 2024 budget. This 
is based on past trends and factors in 
the limited growth seen in Strathmore 
compared to the rest of the province. 

With the approval of the Rate Bylaw, 
utilities were increased by approximate-
ly four per cent on both the variable and 
fixed utility rates. 

Administration will bring the 2024 
final operating and capital budget for 
council adoption, Dec. 7. More informa-
tion regarding the proposed budget as 
it has currently been presented is availa-
ble through the council agenda for Nov. 
14, as well as via the livestreamed coun-
cil meeting posted to the town’s You-
Tube channel.

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright

Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Youth Pastor: Rev. Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 10:30 am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY 
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Fully resumed in-person services

www.rccgstrathmore.com

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
Holy Cross Collegiate School Gym 

709B - 2nd Street, Strathmore
403-934-2641

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

www.sacredhc.ca

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens

403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Pastor: Dave Mackie

Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm

Come join us for a spirit-filled time 
of worship

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland • 403-991-6143

Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
ANGLICAN

 Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 587-727-0649

Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm

strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Heidi Wiebe
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Pamela Scott

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

ALL SAINTS DAY

It is not as well-known nor 
as broadly observed as the 
celebration that occurs the 
night before, on All Hallows 
Eve – or as we commonly 
shorten it, Hallowe’en. Nor 
is it marked by the over-
consumption of candy. 
Nevertheless, the celebration 
of All Saints Day is an 
important focus in several 
branches of the Christian 
faith. While many exemplary 
Christians of the past are 
recognized on their own 
individual days, like St. Patrick 
in Ireland or St. Jean Baptiste 
in Quebec, All Saints Day is 
about celebrating ALL the 
saints, including especially 
those whose sainthood is 
known only to God.
At its core, the celebration of 
saints who have gone before 
us serves two purposes: first, 
to provide examples of what 
the life of faith looks like, 
not unlike what the writer 
of the letter to the Hebrews 

does in Chapter 11; and 
second, to encourage us to 
continue to place our faith 
in the God who enabled 
such extraordinary feats in 
the saints of old, which is 
the focus of the opening 
of Chapter 12 of Hebrews. 
Borrowing strongly from those 
themes in Hebrews, song 
writer Jon Mohr captures both 
emphases in his song ‘Find 
Us Faithful,’ made popular by 
Steve Green:
Becoming a saint, even 
an exemplary saint, is not 
a super-human endeavor, 
nor is it about achieving 
fame for oneself. Rather it is 
about pointing others, and 
ourselves, to the God who, 
having begun a good work in 
you will be faithful to complete 
it – the God who, by his power 
at work in us is able to do 
immeasurably more than we 
could ask or imagine.
.
Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Trellis hosted a Kairos Blanket Exercise at the Strathmore 
Civic Centre, Nov. 24, which is an event designed to help 
non-Indigenous people understand recent Indigenous his-
tory in Canada.

“The Kairos Blanket Exercise is a visual experience – it 
is for things that have happened to people in Canada. The 
exercise that we host is specifically for the Treaty 7 area,” 
said Verona Wood, a youth and family support worker who 
spoke on behalf of Trellis. “What it is, is a visual interactive 
experience for people so that they understand and are able 
to experience what has happened to the Indigenous popula-
tion over the years – everything from what it looked like in 
the beginning to what it looks like now.”

Attendees take part in a series of exercises which mimic 
the impacts of colonization on Indigenous peoples and their 
lands. 

Additionally, the activities demonstrate an idea of how 
many people were impacted by the effects of disease, and 
residential schools, among other factors. 

According to Wood, the event is usually very well-attended, 
with a tendency to see maximum capacity. 

“The impact that we are hoping to have is just to actual-
ly share. A lot of people, they do not understand what has 
happened to the Indigenous people,” she said. “There are 
so many different stereotypes for the Indigenous population 

that we want to help people to ques-
tion misconceptions of the Indigenous 
population, understand why people are 
the way they are.”

Trellis makes efforts to host two 
Kairos Blanket Exercises per year in 
Strathmore and anyone is welcome to 
attend.

The exercises are free to attend with 
registration prior to the event. Folks are 
requested to register ahead of time to 
ensure there are enough slots for every-
one, and anyone who attends will be 
able to be fed.

“We just want to share our truth; it is 
not about putting blame or for peop-
le to have ownership of blame or any-
thing like that. All we are asking is that 
people come and learn and understand 
the things that are going on with In-
digenous people,” said Wood. “Recon-
ciliation is not just for the non-Indigen-
ous people who want to learn … we 
also have to be able to open up our 
hearts and be able to teach for non-In-
digenous people. We all have to work 
together to create a safe environment 
for our children.”

Trellis has not yet indicated when the 
next Kairos Blanket exercise will be ta-
king place, though there will be at least 
one in Strathmore over the course of 
2024.

Musical celebrationMusical celebration
A gathering was hosted at the Strathmore Legion to 
celebrate the conclusion of the harvest season for 
the Wheatland Hospice Society. Drew Gregory and 
several other featured artists performed for guests 
in attendance

John Watson Photos

Great Great 
banditsbandits
The Strathmore 
Musical Arts So-
ciety hosted the 
Two Bit Bandits 
on Nov. 25 at the 
Strathmore Trav-
elodge. The Al-
berta-based band 
played a mix of 
classic rock, funk, 
country, 80’s, 90’s, 
R&B and modern 
pop hits.

Joe Lepage 
Photos

Strathmore United Church: 
Dec. 24, 10:30 a.m. – Advent Four Worship
Dec 24, 7:30 p.m. – Candlelight Service

Strathmore Alliance Church:
Dec. 24, 10 a.m. – Regular Worship
Dec. 24, 6 p.m. – Candlelight Service 

Hope Community Covenant Church:
Dec. 24, 10 a.m.
Dec. 24, 5 p.m. – Christmas Eve

St. Michael and All Angels Anglican: 
Dec. 24, 2:30 p.m.  
– Christmas Eve celebration

Lord of All Lutheran:
Dec. 24, 10:30 a.m. – Children’s Service
Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m. – Candles and Carols 
Dec 25, 10:30 p.m. – Communion Service 

RCCG Peculiar People Assembly:
Dec. 24, 10:30 a.m 
– Christmas Carol Service
Dec. 25, 9:30 a.m. – Christmas Service 

Harvest Healing: 
No morning service on the 24th. 
Dec. 24, 4 p.m.  
– Christmas Eve celebration 

Sacred Heart Parish (HCC Gym):
Dec. 24, 10 a.m./5 p.m./8 p.m.  
– Christmas Eve
Dec. 25, 12 a.m. (Midnight Mass)/10 a.m.  
– Christmas Day
Dec. 31, 10 a.m./5 p.m. – New Year’s Eve
Jan. 1, 10 a.m. – New Year’s Day

Bow River Alliance Church:
Dec. 24, 10:30 a.m.  
– Brunch and Carol Sing
Dec. 31, 6 p.m. – New Year’s Eve  
Potluck and Game Night

Strathmore Full  
Gospel Church:
Dec. 24, 10:30 a.m.  
– Christmas Sunday  
Service



November 29, 2023 • Strathmore TIMES • Page 5

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

A new fungal infection is becoming more 
common. This fungus has a name….Can-
dida auris and it’s an extremely drug-resis-
tant yeast that invades many healthcare fa-
cilities and can be fatal. It became a fungus 
to be noted in the U.S. in 2016 although 
it was first identified in Southeast Asia in 
2009. It spreads easily from person to per-
son so science is researching new drugs to 
combat this dangerous fungus.
Canadians are cutting back on their alco-

hol consumption.  But during the holiday 
seasons, many still drink too much.  Be 
aware, there is no magic cure for hang-
overs. Hydration with plain water is the 
best.  There are many “cures” suggested 
but the best cure is to avoid drinking too 
much.
Many people get depressed during win-

ter when days are so short.  Sometime, this 
can be due to the lack of sunlight exposure 
and can be helped by light therapy. These 
lights are called SAD Lights (Seasonal Af-
fective Disorder) and sitting near the light 
allowing the light to reach your eyes can 
help you through the depressing Canadian 
winters.
If you notice your partner is stopping 

breathing during sleep, he or she may have 
sleep apnea. Other symptoms are daytime 
sleepiness, loud snoring, waking during 
night gasping for air, awakening in the 
morning with dry mouth or sore throat and 
mood changes such as depression or being 
easily upset.  There is help for sleep apnea.  
See the doctor very soon.  

23114pp0

The Town of Strathmore 
hosted a Skate with 
Santa on Nov. 26 at the 
Strathmore Family Cen-
tre as part of their Spirit 
of Christmas weekend.

Joe Lepage Photo

Skating Santa

403.901.0440
115 2 AVE Strathmore

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

The town’s annual Santa Claus parade, sponsored by RE/MAX Key, was 
held on Nov. 25 in downtown Strathmore. Residents and guests lined the 
streets to see all the wonderful floats and get a glimpse of Santa one month 
prior to his busiest day of the year. Joe Lepage Photos

PARADE
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Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4           
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference. 

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person. 

December 5: Council Meeting
December 12: Municipal Planning Commission

December 12: Committee of the Whole
To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when 

prompted. Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Careers with Wheatland County 
Available opportunities include:

• Surfacing Crew Equipment Operator
     Closes December 1, 2023
• Heavy Equipment Operator

     Closes December 4, 2023
• Heavy Truck Operator

     Closes December 8, 2023

Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY! 
wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/

WHEATLAND COUNTY INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 2024WHEATLAND COUNTY INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 2024
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUNDINGCOMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUNDING

Wheatland County recognizes that its residents utilize various recreational, cultural 
and other community enhancement facilities and resources and has established the 
Community Enhancement Fund to provide financial support for such venues and 
activities.  

The Community Enhancement Fund provides grant funding from Wheatland County 
to enhance, promote, and support groups and organizations that bring a broad range 
of enjoyment, benefit, beautification, recreation, entertainment, participation, and 
enhancement projects to Wheatland County.  The program is intended to invest tax 
payer dollars annually to support recreational, cultural and other community activities, 
facilities, and resources that are utilized by Wheatland County residents. 

How to Apply:
Applications and Guidelines for the Community Enhancement Fund are available at 
the Wheatland County Office and on the County website: 
www.wheatlandcounty.ca/cerb

Deadline:
Applications must be post marked on or before January 31, 2024.

Please note that eligibility for 2024 funding is dependent on filing all previous funding 
reports with Wheatland County by January 31, 2024.

For more information please contact Jessica Salmon at 403-361-2021 or jessica.salmon@
wheatlandcounty.ca   

Introducing ‘Invest in Wheatland’

Wheatland County is thrilled to announce that 
the Infinite WC website has officially been 
retired to make way for the grand debut of 
‘Invest in Wheatland’! 

This dynamic website is tailored specifically to cater to investors, spotlighting Wheatland 
County’s unique value propositions, providing comprehensive insights into prime site 
selections, and offering extensive information about key industries. Moreover, it hosts 
an expansive County business directory.

‘Invest in Wheatland’ stands as the ultimate destination, serving as a convenient one-
stop hub for potential investors and anyone intrigued by the county’s offerings and 
opportunities.

Explore ‘Invest in Wheatland’ today at INVESTWC.CA
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DISCOVER THE JOY OF FAMILY-
FRIENDLY LIVING AT STRATHMORE

LAKESIDE COMMUNITY

Liveinlakewood.ca

CONTACT US

 403-889-9724

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Strathmore Library hosts National Child Day programming
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Municipal Library 
hosted an event in partnership with 
Trellis Family Resource Network to re-
cognize National Child Day on Nov. 20.

National Child Day was first declared 
on Nov. 20, 1991, by the Government 
of Canada, coinciding with the fourth 
anniversary of the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child. 

The Convention sets out the rights of 
children with 54 articles which provide 
a roadmap of what has been deemed 
necessary to raise healthy and happy 
children and youth. 

Leonor Ortega said this was not the 
first occasion the library has hosted an 
event to recognize National Child Day. 
This time around, there were several 
activities available to participate in.

“We did some activities like first, to 
recognize the convention of the rights 
of the child. We had a list of the rights 
that the kids could read, and we had 
one activity where they could select 
what right they would like to recogni-
ze and make a little change,” she said. 
“Also, we had a photo shop (with) 

some prompts that the kids could wear 
to take a photo … we had them making 
crowns, we had story time, and several 
books related to children’s rights.”

The theme which was declared for 
this year’s National Child Day, was 
“Inclusion for Every Child,” as every 
child has the right to be treated fair-
ly, regardless of where they reside, the 
colour of their skin, their abilities, reli-
gion, language, or gender identity.

The activities hosted at the library to 
recognize the occasion followed guide-
lines and suggestions set out by UNI-
CEF Canada.

Being an event to recognize children’s 
rights, kids and youth under the age of 
18, as well as their families were welco-
me to drop in and participate for free 
during the duration of the program. 

“We would like for the kids to see 
that they have rights and how they can 
understand what their rights are … 
and how they can talk at the family le-
vel about children’s rights,” said Orte-
ga. “The books (in particular) are very 
important for kids … and they are so-
mething that explains at their reading 
level what is involved in their rights.”

In addition to resources made availa-

ble locally at the Strathmore library, 
the Government of Canada and UNI-
CEF have also posted free online re-
sources which offer suggestions about 

how to celebrate National Child Day, 
as well as recommendations about 
how to address the topic of children’s 
rights.

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

The Arts on 817 is excited to present 
Christmas with Buzz Brass on Dec. 1 
featuring vocal students of LoraLee 
Laycock as the “All of the other Rein-
deer” Opening Act.  

The Buzz Brass quintet is a Canadian 
group of brass instrument musicians 
who captivate classical music enthusi-
asts the world over. 

Sylvain Lapointe, founder and trum-
peter, said that the concert in Strath-
more will feature classic holiday mu-
sic. 

“This is our 22nd season; we did our 
first concert in the fall of 2002,” said 
Lapointe. “It’s a Christmas concert. Ce-
lebrate the holidays with Buzz Brass 
– we’re celebrating the holidays. We’re 
young Canadians, we grew up with 
Christmas trees and the Christmas tra-
ditions, so most of the pieces are wit-
hin this tradition.”

Some of the songs concert attendees 
will be lucky to hear are classic fami-
liar favourites such as Angels We Have 
Heard on High, Greensleeves and pie-
ces from Charlie Brown Christmas.  

“We will also be performing the Nut-
cracker Suite, not the entire suite but 
some excerpts. This is our more clas-
sical part of the concert,” he said. “We 
are classically trained musicians. We 
specialize in classical music from the 
end of the 19th century to the begin-
ning of the turn of the 20th century. 
European, Russian music, American 
music and Canadian music.” 

He explained that his band is 
well-versed in a broad spectrum of 
fine classical music. 

Another unique aspect to the Buzz 
Brass is that when given the oppor-
tunity, they like to ask composers to 
work a famous piece of music into a 
brass arrangement. He explained one 
is called “The Planets,” by Gustav Holst; 
it is a famously symphonic piece that 
Buzz Brass has composed into a brass 
number. This is the sort of work that 
sets them apart from the rest. 

This concert’s Opening Act, “All of 
the other Reindeer,” will delight au-
dience members young and old. 

“It’s all holiday music,” said opening 
act LoraLee  Laycock. “I think it’s a gre-
at idea (The Opening Act segment); I 
think this is a great way to bring in 
people who haven’t been coming to 
the concerts. It’s a great way to expand 
the audience.”

All of the other Reindeer will be 
playing a 20-minute set prior to the 
main feature. 

“It’s so nice to have local communi-
ty performers as well,” said Laycock 
“We’re just there to provide a little bit 
of local entertainment and then turn it 
over to the professionals.”

The Opening Act starts at 7 p.m. 
with the headlining concert at 7:30 
p.m. on Dec.1 at the Strathmore Uni-
ted Church. Tickets are $35 for adults, 
$10 for 17 and under and season pas-
ses can be purchased starting at $40. 
Tickets can be purchased ahead of 
time by visiting the Vault Cultural Col-
lective or online at www.smoreuc.com.

Christmas concert with a buzz

National Child Day (Nov. 20) was recognized at the 
Strathmore Municipal Library. Activities were made avail-
able throughout the library for local youth to participate in 
and learn about some of their rights

John Watson Photos
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LAUREEN F. GUENTHER
Times Contributor

Strathmore Spartans played host to the boys and 
girls 3A volleyball provincial championships Nov. 
23-25 at various schools in town. 

The boys’ team was successful in reaching the 
semifinals of the tournament, and secured a Top 
4 placement within the province. The girls’ team, 
according to their coach, Jerry Flaws, placed 12th.

“The girls played well, but they had some in-
consistencies that lead us to losses – but overall, I 
feel like we played the best games we could,” said 
Flaws. “I think we learned a lot this year and we 
had an interesting team. We won half and lost half 
of our games all year, so it was definitely a growing 
year.”

Flaws said the Lady Spartans really started to 
mesh towards the end of the season, but needed to 
work on their consistency – particularly with their 
serves.

Cole Hintz, who coached the boys, despite losing 
2-1 in the semifinals, said it was an exciting expe-
rience to host provincials and participate at a level 
many other teams do not get the opportunity to.

“It is always fun to host. We have a really strong 
volleyball community in town, and any opportuni-
ty that we can get the best teams in the province 
into our gyms so that young up-and-coming athle-
tes can watch some high-quality volleyball – that’s 
fantastic,” he said. “We’ve been strong all year. We 
started the year with a good result at U of A and 
U of C, and then we traveled to Swift Current … 
we have done a really good job all year competing 
against the Top 4A and the Top 3A teams in the 
province.”

For both coaches, the name of the game is to 
continue to see growth within their teams going 
into next year, and for those who are graduating 
out to be proud of their developments and achie-
vements.

“I think the girls had a lot of fun. It is a neat 
experience that a lot of teams at our school do not 
get to experience, so it has been fun,” said Flaws. 

Hintz echoed those thoughts.
“We’ve really done a good job this year … focu-

sing on measurable goals that we can commit to as 
a team, and ways to kind of break down the game 
one point at a time,” explained Hintz, “that allowed 
us to go out and compete.”

Strathmore hosts high school volleyball 
provincials across local schools

Elder Abuse Regional Awareness Committee

Lunch 
and 

Learn!

December 11, 
2023

12:00 -1:30 pm

Strathmore 
Municipal 

Library, 
Program Room

85 Lakeside 
Blvd.

Come join us for Lunch and Learn 

about Elder Abuse 
•  Learn the types of Elder Abuse
•  Learn to recognize Elder Abuse
•  Please attend because you play an essential
 role in promoting awareness in our community

This event is free to anyone 18+ not just seniors, 
as this topic affects all of us as a community.

Catered lunch, refreshments and door prizes provided.

Must pre-register by December 5 due to catered lunch 
at Audra.Anderson@crpcn.ca

Organized by the Elder Abuse Regional Awareness Committee.
Supported through funding from New Horizons for Seniors Program.

Strathmore played 
host to the provincial 
high school volley-
ball tournament this 
year, with teams tak-
ing over the courts at 
SHS, George Free-
man, and Crowther 
Memorial. Strath-
more’s girls’ team 
were eliminated ear-
ly, however the boys 
made it to the semi-
finals before being 
knocked out.

John Watson & 
Joe Lepage Photos

Christmas Christmas 
mousemouse
The Hope Community 
Covenant Church hosted 
their annual House of the 
Christmas Mouse on Nov. 
25 for children aged 5-11. 
The participants take 
part in various Christmas 
crafts and games, deco-
rate cookies, solve puz-
zles, play in the bouncy 
castle and so much more.

Joe Lepage Photos

MagicalMagical
marketmarket
The Strathmore Mu-
nicipal Library hosted 
a holiday market in its 
program room, Nov. 
25, which featured a 
host of local vendors 
and artisans. The free 
to attend market was 
an excellent opportu-
nity to support local 
businesses and do 
some early Christmas 
shopping.

John Watson Photos
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TIMESTIMESSTRATHMORE
Your Locally Owned & Operated Weekly Newspaper

The Strathmore Times will be publishing a

It’s Almost It’s Almost 
Christmas Christmas 
Time...Time...

It’s Almost 
Christmas 
Time...

Publish date: December 20, 2023   
Deadline date: December 15, 2023

Regular rates apply

For ad sizes and rate information call

Rose 403-934-5589 or 
email rose@strathmoretimes.com

Strathmore Legion presented with 
$10,000 through Chase the Ace program
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Royal Canadian Le-
gion Branch 10 Legion Executive was 
recently presented with a cheque for 
$10,000, following the most recent con-
clusion of their Chase the Ace activity. 

Chase the Ace is a fundraiser which 
encourages folks in attendance to pur-
chase draw tickets which give them a 
chance each week to win 20 per cent of 
the ticket profit pot, as well as a chance 
for each week’s draw winner to play for 
the cumulative jackpot. 

The game goes on each week un-
til somebody draws the ace of spades 
card, at which point, the prizes will be 
distributed and the game will be reset. 

“We are grateful for the continued 
support of Legion members and the lar-
ger community for their participation in 
our weekly fundraiser, ‘Chase the Ace,’ 
which contributes to operations of the 
branch,” said Donovan Arnaud, branch 
president of the Strathmore Legion. 

According to Edith Stephenson, Cha-
se the Ace coordinator, the weekly 
fundraiser started in November 2018, 
marking this year as the fifth since its 
inception. Since then, Chase the Ace 
has raised nearly $40,000 to support 
branch operations and sustainability. 

“Chase the Ace is a fundraiser for us 
to bring in money for the legion be-
cause running that building these days 
is tremendously expensive with the 

utilities and the insurance and the up-
keep and everything,” she said. “Peop-
le come into the legion for a two-hour 
period on Friday evenings; they come 
in, might have something to eat, drink, 
they might buy Chase the Ace tickets; 
we also have other fundraisers going 
on, on Friday evenings as well.”

Stephenson added attendance for 
Chase the Ace tends to vary tremen-
dously, as more people tend to show 
up as the jackpot grows. 

For each iteration of the game, the 
Legion must acquire a new license from 
Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis 
(AGLC) in order to host Chase the Ace, 
as it technically qualifies as a gambling 
activity. 

“We have had three or four smaller 
winners, but then we have had three 
$6,000 winners, and one $3,000 win-
ner,” explained Stephenson. 

On one occasion, she added, a draw 
winner pulled the Ace of Spades for the 
jackpot on the first night of the new 
game. 

Stephenson explained the impact to-
wards the operations of the legion buil-
ding from Chase the Ace are tremen-
dous, and the team behind it is excited 
that it tends to be very well received by 
legion members and the surrounding 
community.

Ken Shackleton, who most recently 
walked away with the $6,000 jackpot, 
also donated $500 of his winnings back 
to the Legion. 

New pillar added to SHS
MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

Sultan Nelson was the humble reci-
pient of the Pillar Award at Strathmore 
High School (SHS) on Nov.23. 

Nelson graduated SHS in 2003 and 
since has gone on to receive a Doctora-
te degree in Philosophy and a Doctor of 
Medicine degree. 

Principal Doug Raycroft explained 
how the nomination process happens. 

“The program was started over 10 ye-
ars ago (2010). Unfortunately we had to 
take a little break there during Covid 
years,” said Raycroft during his first Pil-
lar ceremony as principal. “We have a 
committee of teacher and ex-teachers. 
We take nominations of Strathmore 
High School graduates and then the 
committee rounds down and tries to 
pick appropriate pillars.” 

Raycroft explained that the recipient 
isn’t always an academic scholar, such 
as Nelson – each pillar is selected based 
on what the committee deems repre-
sents SHS. 

The plaque outlines the recipient’s 
achievements and is a permanent fixtu-
re on the high school wall. The Pillars of 
SHS is made possible by the generous 
donation by Steve Rodehutskor and his 
family. Rodehutskor was honoured in 
2010 with the first Pillar. 

“Steve represented a lot of the quali-
ties that we wanted to recognize when 
we started this,” said Raycroft. “Steve’s 
hard work, dedication, discipline and 
motivation allowed him to succeed at 
the highest level of sport, academics 
and was a true professional. It’s really 
good for school culture.” 

Raycroft said students are seen rea-
ding the Pillars often and when visitors 
come to the school, they often get cau-
ght up reading about the past achieve-
ments. 

Nelson was presented his pillar by his 
former teacher, Dr. Michelle Ledene. 

“Every once in a while, a student 
comes along that leaves a permanent 
imprint on your life and your heart, and 

for me that student was Sultan,” said 
Ledene, as she fought through tears. 
“From academics, to athletic, to giving 
back to his community, Sultan’s passion 
and joy for learning was contagious.” 

She said she has never met a student 
who values education as much as Sul-
tan.  

 “I’m honoured and a bit overwhelm-
ed actually,” said Nelson. “To be honest, 
my journey has been filled with more 
love and support than one can imagi-
ne.” 

He went on to thank his school and 
his adoptive parents, Denise Peterson 
and Roger Nelson for the warm embrace 
he felt as a child in a new community. 

“Strathmore High wasn’t just a step-
pingstone for me, it was truly a lau-
nching pad,” he said. “As I accept this 
award, I carry with me every handsha-
ke, every good job and every moment 
of encouragement from this community. 
This is not just an award to me; it is ac-
tually a testament to the village it takes 
to raise a child. In my case, a curious 
young, man with dreams bigger than 
myself.

“Here’s to Strathmore High School the 
teachers who are the architects of our 
future.” 

Strathmore High School honoured former stu-
dent Sultan Nelson with a Pillar of Strathmore 
High School on Nov. 23. Melissa Piche Photo 

Thanks to the generosity of the local community members who participate in the Legion’s weekly 
Chase the Ace Contest, the Legion Executive was recently presented with a cheque for $10,000. The 
recent winner of $6,000, Ken Shackleton, was even kind enough to donate $500 from his winnings. 

Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Franssen

The Wheatland Arts 
Society hosted an 
encaustic painting 
arts class on Nov. 
25 at their studio. 
Encaustic painting 
is the process of 
applying a layer of 
hot liquid bees wax 
to create a work of 
art. Denise Peterson 
(right) also demon-
strated clay throw-
ing during the event.

Melissa Piche 
Photos

Work 
of art

NEXT HOME GAMES

PLAYER OF THE GAMEPLAYER OF THE GAMEStrathmoreStrathmore
       Times       Times

Strathmore Family Centre 
- Gold Arena

Nov 24Nov 24
Brandon McGillivrayBrandon McGillivray

Nov 25Nov 25
Kage YellowflyKage Yellowfly

Saturday, December 2  • 8 pm vs High River
Sunday, December 3  • 8 pm vs Okotoks
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CORBIELL, Loretta Fay
Loretta Fay Corbiell passed away on Nov. 18/23 at the 
age of 86 in Airdrie, 2 days after leaving a 2 month stay in 
hospital.  She contracted an illness just before leaving the 
hospital ward, which was on COVID outbreak status.  She 

is predeceased by her husband of 61 years, Gabe Corbiell.  She is sur-
vived by son Wade (Shirley) of Edmonton, daughter Fay (Marcel) of Airdrie, 
grandchildren Rowena & Dustin, great-granddaughter Quinn, her brother 
Bill McKeever (Jean) of Canmore, nephews Robin (Milaine) & Brian, and 
great-nephew Xavier.
 Loretta & Gabe married in 1957 and moved to Brooks in 1969 where she 
started working at an answering service despite having a significant vi-
sion impairment – she was legally blind.  She developed an uncanny ability 
to remember phone numbers & the names of staff at the companies that 
used the answering service.  She was proud that she was able to buy & 
grow the business.  After selling their businesses, she and Gabe spent the 
next 15 years travelling to Arizona each winter.  In Dec. 2016, he & Loretta 
moved to Sagewood Seniors Community in Strathmore when Gabe’s health 
deteriorated.
 In her early years, Loretta very much enjoyed riding horses then transi-
tioned to playing stand-up base fiddle.  She played for many years in dance 
bands, with Gabe on the drums.  They played in community halls and, after 
the band days, Gabe would drive her to play in jam sessions.  Throughout 
her retirement years, being visually impaired, Loretta spent most of her 
days listening to talking books & old-time country music CDs.  In the final 
months of her life, she enjoyed traveling by Handi-Bus to watch community 
jam sessions in Gleichen, Strathmore & N.E. Calgary.
A funeral service will take place on Sat. Dec. 2 at Hope Community Covenant 
Church, 245 Brent Blvd., Strathmore, AB, at 11:00 am, with luncheon to fol-
low.  A private interment at Gleichen Cemetery will follow the luncheon.  In 
consideration of the health needs of family and visitors who could be more 
susceptible to airborne infections, the family asks that visitors wear masks 
during the service – masks and hand sanitizer will be available at the door. 
In memory of Loretta, if friends desire, memorial tributes may be made to 
the CNIB Foundation at https://www.cnib.ca. 
Funeral arrangements entrusted to:
SMITH FUNERAL HOME LTD., BROOKS, ALBERTA
Condolences may be forwarded through   www.sfh.ca  
Telephone 403-362-4636 or Toll Free 866-362-4652
“Our Families Serving Your Family with Complete Burial or Cremation Ser-
vices”

Obituary

DROOG, 
Johannes (John) Theodorus
April 5, 1939 - November 2, 2023

On Thursday, November 2, 2023 Mr. Johannes Droog of Cal-
gary, Alberta, formerly of Strathmore, Alberta passed away 

at the age of 84 years.  
Johannes (John) Theodorus Droog was born April 5, 1939 in de Beemster, 
Netherlands.  He is survived by his sister Nel, and brothers Wil, Luuk, Tom, 
Cor and Pim.  Also cherishing his memory are numerous nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased by his parents and his sister Sjaan. 
John went to agricultural school in Hoorn, Holland.  When he was 18, John 
trained in the Dutch army for two years.  After that, he immigrated to Aus-
tralia in 1959.  John worked at a Nunnery, working on their farm.  While 
in Australia, John started working at Franki Pile Construction.  This career 
brought him all over the world.  He moved from Australia to Africa, but 
was not there long.  In 1968 John returned to Holland continuing to work 
construction with heavy machinery.  In 1978 John’s brother Tom sponsored 
him to come to Canada.
John settled in Strathmore, Alberta.  As a lifelong bachelor, he loved his 
farm and took pride in planting trees there and was a very hard worker.  In 
retirement, John lived for enjoying coffee with his friends every morning 
where they talked about the weather, the price of coffee, current events and 
the latest gossip.  He loved playing crib.  John was very active and walked 
daily.  He never cooked a meal a day in his life.  John was a world traveler 
and loved taking cruises.  He marched to the beat of his own drum, coming 
and going like the wind.  Make no mistake, John quietly enjoyed his life but 
was not boastful. 
John enjoyed spending time with his only Canadian family at holidays, driv-
ing in his red VW Golf bearing a whip cream cake from the Dutch Bakery to 
share with Tom and his family. 
John lived a quiet and unassuming life.  He enjoyed his family gatherings 
in Holland and had friends to visit no matter where he stayed.  John spent 
many weeks with Tom and his niece Christy fundraising and building or-
phanages in Guatemala and Peru over a number of years.  John worked 
hard no matter the task at hand.  He liked to laugh.  John was humble, kind, 
loving, and of course, stubborn too.
The last five years of John’s life were spent living at Sagewood in Strath-
more and Bethany Riverview in Calgary.  John’s family would like to ex-
press gratitude for all of the caregivers involved in his late years of his 
life, providing exemplary care and warmth.  During visits to his “home” 
John was happy to see Tom and Christy, even when he failed to remember 
them, but always asked them to come back soon.  It was during this time 
of uncertainty in his life, John allowed himself vulnerability as he held the 
hand of whomever was willing to walk with him in the last two years.  His 
days, though quiet, echoed with the fullness of contentment, teaching us 
that a life need not be loud to be profoundly filled with rich experiences.  
Rest in peace John. 
A Celebration of Life will be held for John at the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch #10, 230 - 2 Avenue, Strathmore, Alberta on Friday, April 5, 2024 
(time still to be determined).  Cremation has taken place at the Foothills 
Crematorium.
Messages of condolence may be forwarded to the family at www.piersons.
ca

Obituary

Two credit unions take step towards merger
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

connectFirst and Servus Credit Unions have ap-
proved the proposed merger of their credit unions, 
following a pair of votes which took place during 
respective Special General Meetings of both orga-
nizations.

The results of the votes were announced via press 
release, Nov. 10, through which 85 per cent of con-
nectFirst members, and 84 per cent of Servus mem-
bers who cast votes were noted to have voted in 
favour of the merge. 

“At this point, we are nearing the finish line of 
the merger. The process has taken place over the 
last several months, during which time we had an 
intense due diligence phase whereby the board of 
directors of connectFirst and Service Credit Unions 
really did a deep dive into each other’s organizati-
ons to better understand the benefits of this merger,” 
said Kate Bowering, brand and reputation lead with 
connectFirst Credit Union. “After that intense due di-
ligence phase, both boards agreed that the intent to 
merge is in the best interest of all their respective 
members.”

Between the two organizations, connectFirst and 
Servus are comprised of more than 3,000 employ-
ees, and serve approximately 500,000 members 
across 80 Alberta communities. Such locations inclu-
de Strathmore, Hussar and Langdon.

Bowering explained at both the local and broader 

scale of the merge, it is not yet possible to explicitly 
state how changes will take shape for members and 
clients of services.

“In terms of getting specific about enhanced mem-
ber benefits, it’s not really something that we can 
anticipate right now until we get into the nitty gritty 
(details) to better understand the offerings of both 
organizations,” she said. “Member impacts will be 
very minimal over the course of the first few mont-
hs. Again, while we better understand what needs to 
change and how it needs to change.”

Subject to regulatory approval, the merger will re-
portedly enable the credit unions to operate at the 
scale necessary to invest in new technologies, while 
preserving the professional culture which has en-
couraged the cultivation of the current client base. 

There is no current timeline established regarding 
exactly when the merge will take place, according to 
Bowering, due to the complexity of the regulatory 
approval process. 

During the transition process, she added clients 
can be confident that no interruptions to their ban-
king services or anomalies in their accounts will 
take place and they may continue to engage with 
their local branches as normal.

“We are really excited about the opportunities to 
be able to have an even bigger impact in the com-
munities that we serve based on the fact that we will 
have more resources as a larger organization, while 
still being able to maintain … those small town, tho-
se credit union values,” said Bowering.

The Wheatland Kings fell to 10-8-2 on 
the season after dropping a pair of di-
visional games Nov. 24-25. After fall-
ing 7-2 on the road, the local Junior B 
team dropped a close 4-2 loss to Co-
chrane the following day. The Kings 
look to get back to their winning ways 
when they host the High River Flyers 
(8 p.m.) and the Okotoks Bisons (4:30 
p.m.) Dec. 2-3 respectively at the 
Strathmore Family Centre.

Joe Lepage Photos

Kings falterKings falter

The Wheatland Raid-
ers dropped a close 7-5 
battle on home ice Nov. 
19 when they hosted the 
Calgary CNHA North-
stars at the Strathmore 
Family Centre. Despite 
dropping three road 
games since then, the lo-
cal U16AA team is look-
ing to get back to the 
win column when they 
host the Airdire Havoc 
on Dec. 1 (7:30 p.m.) at 
the Strathmore Family 
Centre.

Joe Lepage Photo

Rough stretchRough stretch

Fixing Alberta’s health care
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

It’s time to refocus Alberta’s health care system.
We have heard loud and clear from Albertans that 

the current system centered on Alberta Health Ser-
vices (AHS) is complex and uncoordinated. AHS 
has evolved beyond its original acute care system 
mandate and is shouldering a burden it was not in-
tended to carry, and Albertans are facing long wait 
times and delays to the care they desperately need.

It’s time to refocus how the system is structured 
and create a path toward a better health care system 
for you and your family.

Alberta’s government announced that we are un-
dertaking a significant refocusing of Alberta Health 
Services. The new structure will center around four 
priority sectors: primary care, acute care, continuing 
care and mental health and addiction. This will en-
sure Albertans get the health care system that works 
for them.

This change will ensure that you and your family 
are front of mind for every health decision made. 

We know health care workers are the lifeline of 
the health care system. We know we need more doc-
tors, nurses, paramedics and many more health care 
workers. Alberta’s government will continue to grow 

the health care workforce and every frontline job 
will be protected during this transition. 

Our world-class health care workers will be con-
sulted every step of the way. Their experience and 
expertise will help shape Alberta’s refocused health 
care system. This will ensure doctors, nurses and 
other health care workers have more input and help 
drive health care innovation at a local level.

Refocusing the system means that Albertans will 
have health care that works for them, prioritizes 
their needs to find a primary care provider, get ur-
gent care without long wait times, and improve ac-
cess to the best continuing care options and sup-
ports for mental health and addiction.

This collaborative, integrated, province-wide he-
alth care system will improve outcomes for Alber-
tans and empower health care workers to deliver 
quality care across the province.

We also want to hear from Albertans. You are the 
patients, family members, seniors, and caregivers 
who use the system each day. Engagement session 
dates will be regularly updated on alberta.ca/health-
care. There is also a survey for you to provide your 
input at alberta.ca/shape-the-way.

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chesterme-
re-Strathmore and the Parliamentary Secretary for 
Affordability and Utilities)



Ace Custom 
Sewing.com
Repair, Build & Upholstery
Strathmore AB

Not taking any new clients 
because of medical issues 

until 2024

Business 
FOR SALE
Training Available

For more information
Call Debi 403-901-0342 

or Text 403-324-7710

UPHOLSTERY
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

Residential Roofing • Roof Repair
Metal Roofing • Siding

Soffit & Fascia • Eavestrough

PHR
Prairie Home Roofing Ltd.

Get the job done right the FIRST time!

FREE ESTIMATES
www.prairiehomeroofing.com
info@prairiehomeroofing.com

403-796-5381Calgary
Strathmore 403-901-7484
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ROOFING

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN

THE TIMES!

403-934-5589
www.StrathmoreTimes.com

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

Apartments for Rent
-

3 Bedroom Condos 
for Rent

-
2 Storey, 3 Bedroom 

Units downtown
-

1&2 Bedroom Units 
in adult only building

-
Tenants pay all utilities

For more information 
please call 

STRATHMORE 
HOMES LTD

Nancy
@ 403-934-5687

EMERALD 
MANAGEMENT 
& REALTY LTD.

1 & 2 bedroom 
bungalow, bi-lvl 

& 2 stry units with 
parking, some 
fully renovated 
& include W/D. 
Family Friendly.

 No Pets. 
From $925. 
+ Utilities.

WESTMOUNT DR.

Ask about our 
rental incentives: 

403-801-2021

RENTALS RENTALS

THANK YOU

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$799799
Advertise 
Province-wide 

plus GSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

Ask about the

$$799799Advertise 
Province-wide 

with a combined circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... plus GST

3” wide version

3.75” wide version
SUDOKU

Notice to Creditors 
and Claimants

Estate of MILES ELLIOTT STEPHENS who 
died on the March 7, 2023.

If you have a claim against this estate, you 
must file your claim by December 29, 2023.

 with  STRATHMORE LAW
 Attention: DAMAN K. GILL
 at  #101 318 3rd Avenue, 
  Strathmore, AB  
  T1P 1V9

If you do not file by the date above, the estate 
property can lawfully be distributed without 
regard to any claim you may have.

Creditors: you must include a full description 
and value of the debt you allege the deceased 
owes you and a full description and value of 
any of the deceased’s property that you hold 
as security for the debt.

Claimants: you must include a full description 
of your claim and why you have a right to 
make such a claim.

LEGAL NOTICE

Thank You
Thank you to 

all my clients for 
their many years 
of support and 

friendships. 
I miss you ALL! 
Retired/hands.

~
Blessings 

Lou Botterill

Peter Armstrong
Sunrise             Sunset

Nov 24/1943    Dec 5/2012

To Dad (pops)....remembering you is easy,
we do it everyday.

Missing you is the heartache that never goes away.
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure.

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond measure.
We know you and Mike are now enjoying a pint together.

~
Love always Glenn, Cherie, Trinity, your great grandson

Darhyn, Tyra, Jordyn & Lida.

MEMORIAM

GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blan-
ket Classifieds or Value Ads 
reach over 600,000 Alberta 
readers weekly. Two op-
tions starting at $269 or 
$799 to get your message 
out! Business changes, hir-
ing, items for sale, cancel-
lations, tenders, etc. People 
are increasingly staying 
home and rely on their local 
newspapers for information. 
KEEP people in the loop with 
our 90 Weekly Commu-
nity Newspapers. Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER now or  email 
classifieds@awna.com  for 
details. 1-800-282-6903, 
780-434-8746 X225.  www.
awna.com.

ANNOUNCEMENT
BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 
words or less). Reach almost 
90  weekly newspapers. Call 
NOW for details. 1-800-282-
6903 Ext 225; www.awna.
com.

AUTOS

INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas, 
Machine Sheds and more, 
sales@integritybuilt.com 
1-866-974-7678 www.in-
tegritybuilt.com.

BUILDINGS

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN - 
Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....
Barley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, 
Flax, Canola. “On Farm Pick-
up”. Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

FEED AND SEED

CASH PAID FOR GOLD, SIL-
VER & PLATINUM! Buying 
coins, collections, 999 bul-
lion, bars, ingots, jewelry, 
nuggets, sterling, old money. 
PURCHASING ENTIRE COIN 
COLLECTIONS! Call Todd 
1-250-864-3521.

WANTED

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALK-
ING or DRESSING? The Dis-
ability Tax Credit allows for 
$3,000 yearly tax credit and 
$30,000 lump sum refund. 
Take advantage of this offer. 
Apply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

MISC

THERRIEN, 
Elaine Margaret 
(nee Humphries) 
Elaine Margaret Therrien (nee 
Humphries) passed away peacefully 

at the age of 79 on November 20, 2023 with her hus-
band Albert of 63 years by her side.  
She is survived by her loving husband Albert, as well 
as her children Donald, Curtis and Richard (Diane) 
and daughter Michelle (Dave); grand-children Erica, 
Tyler, Julian, Sara, Jake, Zach, Nicole, Alex and Sa-
mantha; great-grandchildren Owen and Olive as well 
as her sisters Peggy (Bill), Barb (Wayne), Lillian (Gary), 
Susan, Brother Sid (Gail) and many nieces and neph-
ews.  She will be missed by all including her special 
fur baby Homer which she adored.
Elaine was predeceased by her parents Ted 
Humphries and Margaret Bigelow (Ed), brother Gor-
don Humphries, sister-in-law Beverly McAlpine,   
mother- and father-in-law Ruby and Don Therrien.
Elaine was born in Brandon, Manitoba on August 10, 
1944, relocating west a few years after marrying Al-
bert on June 25, 1960.  She had many careers in her 
lifetime but spent most of her years working (Retired) 
for the Golden Hills School Division at Brentwood El-
ementary School in Strathmore, Alberta where they 
have resided for the last 33 years.
Elaine was happiest when her family was around and 
spent many days and nights watching her grandchil-
dren. She loved the time she spent with them and 
her children.  
The Family would like to extend their gratitude to 
the Strathmore Hospital Palliative Care Team and the 
Strathmore Homecare office.
There will be a celebration of life in the spring of 
2024.

Obituary

COMING EVENT

Happy Gang Society

Saturday, December 9
Bake Sale 11-3 pm

Christmas Tea 12-3 pm • $5
Lambert Centre 

next to Library
For information please 

call 403-480-4336

Christmas 
Tea & Bake 

Sale

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buy-
ing Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, 
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, Heat-
ed, or Spring Thresh. Prompt 
Payment. In House Trucks, In 
House Excreta Cleaning. Vac 
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

 FOR RENT
Two bedroom, two bath, 1135 square foot 

house, w/5 appliances, enclosed yard.
$1,600/month or $1,900 with double 

car garage + 60% utilities 
+ security deposit.  Available now.

 403-264-2774  

FEED AND SEED

www.StrathmoreTimes.com
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Upcoming Council Meetings
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole 
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Low-Income Senior’s 
Property Tax  
Rebate Program
Applications due November 30th

To learn more, call FCSS at 403.934.9090 or visit their 
office at the Strathmore Municipal Building.

Municpal Enforcement’s 
Toys for Tickets 
is back for 2023 

The Town of Strathmore is revving 
up its second annual Toys for Tickets 
program.

In the spirit of the holiday season, 
the Town of Strathmore will be launching 
the second annual Toys for Tickets cam-
paign. Toys for Tickets gives every person 
who is issued a Municipal Enforcement 
non-moving violation the opportunity to 
pay the fine amount by donating a new, 
unwrapped toy of equal or greater value to 
the penalty of their parking ticket. All toys 
collected as part of the Toys for Tickets 
program will be donated by the Town of 
Strathmore in support of the Strathmore 
& Wheatland County Christmas Hamper 
Society.

“Toys for Tickets is a wonderful op-

FCSS/United Way 
Grant Funding Call 
for Applications 

Strathmore Family and Communi-
ty Support Services (FCSS) works closely 
with the United Way to provide funding 
to non-profit organizations that enhance 
the social well-being of individuals and 
families.

Premised on strengthening indi-
viduals, families, and the community, 
FCSS/United Way funded programs build 
knowledge, skills and healthy behaviours, 
improving quality of life and building 
capacity to prevent and deal with crisis 
situations should they arise. These activ-
ities are carried out under the authority 
of a joint municipal/provincial program 
regulated by the Family and Community 
Support Services (FCSS) Act of Alberta. The 
Town of Strathmore allocates this funding 

portunity to help children in our commu-
nity have a joyous and memorable Christ-
mas. Many in our community are facing 
challenges this holiday season, and this 
program allows people to turn their ticket 
into a means of helping our neighbours 
and community have a Merry Christmas,” 
said Mayor Pat Fule.

To donate, every person who receives 
a Municipal Enforcement non-moving 
violation ticket from November 13 to De-
cember 11, 2023 can bring their ticket with 
an unwrapped toy in its original packaging 
and proof of purchase to the Strathmore 
Municipal Building (1 Parklane Drive). Do-
nations of more than one toy are accepted 
if the value of the toy equals or exceeds the 
amount owing on the fine.

Didn’t get a ticket but would still like 
to help? Anyone is welcome to bring new, 
unwrapped toys to the Strathmore Mu-
nicipal Building as part of this campaign. 
All toys left under the lobby Christmas 

trees will also be donated in support of the 
Strathmore & Wheatland County Christmas 
Hamper Society.   

“We are excited to announce our 
second annual Toys for Tickets campaign. 
Toy donations in lieu of parking tickets is a 
great way the Town can be innovative and 
make a difference in our community. Last 
year, participants donated over $700 worth 
of toys to the Strathmore and Wheatland 
Christmas Hamper Society,” said Mark 
Pretzlaff, Community & Protective Services

based on the needs of the community and 
evaluation criteria.

Eligibility:

Applicants must be eligible under the 
Family and Community Support Services 
Act and Regulation as well as the United 
Way Funding Agreement. Preference will 
be given to not-for-profit organizations 
registered under the Societies Act that:

• Sustain people as active 
participants in the community

• Help people to develop 
independence, strengthen coping 
skills and become more resistant 
to crisis

• Help people to develop an 
awareness of social needs

• Help people to develop 
interpersonal and group skills 
which enhance constructive 
relationships among people

• Help people and communities 
to assume responsibility for 
decisions and actions which affect 
them and or others

• Provide supports that help sustain 
people as active participants in 
the community

Submit your letter of intent 
application today at Strathmore.ca/
FCSSGrant or call FCSS at 403.934.9090 
to learn moreabout the FCSS/United Way 
Funding Grant.

Wheatland County and 
the Town of Strathmore 
are working on two new 
initiatives to make the 
region a better place to live

Calgary, AB – The Town of Strathmore 
and Wheatland County are embarking on 
a collaborative process to develop a new 
Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework 
(ICF) and Intermunicipal Development 
Plan (IDP) to help to strengthen the part-
nership between the municipalities and 
support prosperity and growth within the 
region. 

An ICF and IDP are required through 
the Municipal Government Act (MGA) be-
tween municipalities that share a common 
boundary. Currently, the Town and County 
do not have an ICF or IDP in place. As a 
first step in the ICF and IDP development 
processes, a steering committee made up 
of Town and County Council Members has 
been created to guide the project. An IDP 
protects both municipalities’ unique de-
velopment vision and goals and provides a 
framework for ensuring that development 
that occurs in areas between the two mu-
nicipalities progresses in a fair, organized 
and efficient way. 

The process for developing the ICF 
and IDP will take up to 12 months and will 
feature facilitated sessions and discus-
sions with Steering Committee members. 
Mayor Pat Fule from the Town of Strath-
more, who is part of the project’s Steering 
Committee, supports the intention behind 
the process stating, “The Town looks forward 
to strengthening our intermunicipal relation-
ship with Wheatland County and positioning 

ourselves for continued success through the 
creation of an IDP and an ICF”. Reeve Amber 
Link from Wheatland County, echoed May-
or Pat Fule’s sentiments when asked about 
the importance of developing the new ICF 
and IDP, she said, “We know how important 
collaboration is to the growth and prosperity 
of our communities and the region, and we are 
committed to developing sound and sensible 
plans through the ICF and IDP development 
process that will support these goals”. 

To share more about the ICF and 
IDP development process, the Town and 
County will be hosting a joint information 
session on December 13 from 5:00 – 8:00 
p.m. at the Strathmore Civic Centre. This 
will be an opportunity for the community 
to learn about the projects, ask questions 
to the project team, and offer feedback, 
which will be instrumental in shaping 
the draft plans. Once prepared, the draft 
ICF and IDP draft will be shared with the 
community to gather more feedback, and 
to help refine and finalize the documents. 
Finally, a public hearing will be held by 
both municipal councils to consider adopt-
ing the final ICF and IDP.  

 
To learn more about the ICF and IDP 

development  
processes, visit:

• wheatlandcounty.ca/strathmore-
wheatland-icf-idp/ 

• strathmore.ca/IDP-ICF

FO
R

Get on the nice list.
Pay your non-moving 
violation ticket with a toy.
Nov. 13 to Dec. 11, 2023


