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8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For the third year running, the 
Strathmore Fire Department and 
Holy Cross Collegiate (HCC) are 
engaging in a friendly compe-
tition to raise donations for the 
Wheatland County Food Bank. 

Similar to the previous two 
years, the Strathmore Fire Depart-
ment issued the challenge to the 
school. Over the course of the al-
lotted time, students could bring 
in any donations to the school, 
while the fire department distrib-
uted donation bags throughout 
the local community.

“When we pick up the bags, we 
weigh up the food and see who 
the winner is, and usually we 
end up hosting the students for a 
quick lunch as a thank you for the 
classes that helped contribute to 
the food drive,” said David Stur-
geon, Strathmore fire chief. “We 
are planning on doing that again, 
and with RCMP and FCSS and 
there might be a few others who 
come out and join us.”

Instead of going door to door 
to canvas the community, it is de-
cidedly more flexible and reliable 
to leave donation bags with com-
munity members to fill with what 
they may, then leave the bags 
on their doorsteps the following 
week for collection. 

In 2023, the Wheatland County 
Food Bank indicated the compe-
tition resulted in their single larg-
est donation ever received. This 
amounted to 4,667 pounds of 
food donated as the combined to-
tal between the Fire Department 
and Holy Cross Collegiate. 

Continued on Page 2

Students of École Brentwood School held their annual French-Canadian Winter Carnival on Feb. 28. The 
day was filled with fun activities for the students to partake in, which was inspired by the famous Carnaval 
de Québec. See Page 3 for more coverage.

Fun in the sun!
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“Last year, we beat that by a lit-
tle bit, we got 4,735 pounds, so we 
are hoping this year to up it again 
and go from there,” said Sturgeon. 
“It would be quite an achievement 
to hit the 5,000 pounds mark. So, 
we are handing out 2,000 bags (and) 
hopefully we can get a lot of dona-
tions.”

Stapled to the donation bags was a 
list of items suggested for donation 
and what the most needed items by 
the food bank are, as well as instruc-
tions for when and where to leave 
the donation bags for pickup. 

Over the previous two years, the 
Fire Department raised more dona-
tions than the students both times. 
Though it didn’t take place, the run-
ning joke is if the students are de-
feated, they would have to wash the 
department’s trucks. 

“That first year, they came over to 
wash the trucks and we just provid-
ed the lunch, we did not make them 
do it, and then last year we won 
again but we still provided the lunch 
because they contributed almost half 
to the final total,” said Sturgeon.

Collection bags were distributed 
throughout the community, Feb. 28 
and are scheduled to be collected 
again, March 7, starting at 9 a.m.

We Keep 
You Smiling

Call Us Today 403-934-5292
#105f 100 Ranch Market, Strathmore, AB   |   www.theranchdentalcentre.com

Dr. Ashkan Hamzehi DDS and Associates, General Practice Family Dentist

We offer patient education systems, digital imaging, intra-oral imaging, 
quiet electric and surgical handpieces, IV sedation, microscopes, 

guided implant surgery, hygiene services, and emergency services.

25031ZD0
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Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

Even a little exercise may help slow the pro-
gression of Parkinson’s Disease. Medications 
do help with the symptoms of the disease. 
However, studies have shown that it’s never 
too late for Parkinson’s patients to embrace 
regular physical activity to improve the 
course of the disease. Even gardening, walk-
ing, or even dancing can help, but consistency 
and regularity are the keys.
Stretching promotes health of the muscles.  

There are two types of stretching: Dynam-
ic are stretches that gently put the muscles 
through their range of motion. It gets the blood 
flowing through them so they’ll be pliable and 
won’t tear.  Static stretches are positions you 
hold for 10-30 seconds once the muscles are 
warmed up. Stretching is an important part of 
all exercise programs.
The internet is full of bogus cures. One of 

them is the “liver cleanse”. The liver does not 
need to be cleansed.  It does that job itself. A 
good analogy is that soap doesn’t need to be 
cleansed either.  To be a friend to your liv-
er, reduce your alcohol intake.  That’s a great 
first step.
Canada’s suicide helpline (dial 988) was 

launched on Nov. 30/23, and since that time, 
the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 
says responders have fielded more than 
300,000 calls and texts.  For those having 
suicidal thoughts or other mental health prob-
lems, this service is available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, no matter where you live in 
Canada.

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

École Brentwood School hosted their 
ninth annual French-Canadian Winter 
Carnival on Feb. 28. 

It’s a tradition that celebrates the cul-
ture, language and heritage of French 
Canada. As the only French immersion 
school in Strathmore, Brentwood takes 
pride in offering students a hands-on 
way to deepen their connection to both 
the language and its traditions.

According to principal Danielle Se-
abrook, the carnival features a variety 
of activities – many of which are inspi-
red by the famous Carnaval de Québec. 
One of the most beloved traditions is 
the tasting of maple syrup, a staple in 
French Canadian culture. Despite the 
warm weather threatening to melt all 
the snow, the helpful volunteers were 
able to present the maple syrup rolled 
in snow on a stick: maple syrup taffy.

“Basically, because we are a French 
immersion school, (the Winter Carni-
val is) a way for us to celebrate French 
Canadian culture firsthand,” said Se-
abrook. “It helps (teachers) help stu-
dents deepen their connection to some 
of their language and traditions.” 

A key highlight of the event is the 
appearance of Bonhomme, the iconic 
snowman mascot of the Carnaval de 
Québec, which is one of the largest 
winter carnivals in the world. His pre-
sence symbolizes the heart of the Win-
ter Carnival and the kids adored him.

This year’s carnival had stations whe-
re the children could participate in 
different events. Some of the stations 
included a tug-of-war competition, win-
ter-themed games including curling and 
street hockey, bean bag toss and a ski 
race similar to a three-legged race but 
on skis and snow. The students also had 
the opportunity to take fun photos with 
props manned by student volunteers 
from Crowther Memorial Junior High. 

These volunteers in particular were 
once students at Brentwood, who took 
part in the French immersion program. 

This is a great way for them to recon-
nect with their former school communi-
ty and serve as role models for younger 
students.

Parents have also played a significant 
role in supporting the carnival over the 
years by volunteering at various activity 
stations. 

“It has just kind of become a traditi-
on,” Seabrook said. 

While the event is for students and 
staff, Ecolé Brentwood is eager to incre-
ase awareness of its French immersion 
program within the wider community. 

“We are the only French immersion 
school in Strathmore and there are so-
metimes misconceptions about what 
that entails,” said Seabrook. 

Brentwood operates as a dual-track 
school meaning families can choose 
between French immersion and English 
programs.

With a mix of cultural immersion, 
school spirit and fun winter activities 
the French-Canadian Winter Carnival 
continues to be a cherished tradition at 
Brentwood School. 

“We hope the students engage with 
French Canadian culture in a meaning-
ful and memorable way,” said Seabrook.

For those interested in learning more 
about the program, the school will host 
an open house on March 6 from 6-7p.m. 
Visitors are welcome to tour the school 
and ask questions about the programs 
offered.

It was a day of fun as École Brentwood 
School hosted their annual French-Canadian 
Winter Carnival on Feb. 28.  

Melissa Piche Photos

See you next season!See you next season!
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the memories the memories 
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making?making?

The Wheatland Conservation & Wild-
life Association hosted their annual 
dinner on March 1 at the Strathmore 
Civic Centre. The event featured a 
silent auction, a gun raffle and major 
door prizes, along with roast beef, 
ham and wild games dishes and ap-
petizers.

Joe Lepage Photos

SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
ANGLICAN

 Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 587-727-0649

Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm

strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens

403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp

Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm

Come join us for a spirit-filled time 
of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 10:30 am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland • 403-991-6143

Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette

Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY 
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY

3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494   www.c3connect.ca

Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson

Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.

C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

THE UNITY OF THE BODY OF 
CHRIST
We recently observed the “Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity,” which 
happens annually from January 
18-25. And the assigned readings 
for the past few Sundays among 
those Christian churches who 
follow the common lectionary have 
been from 1 Corinthians 12, where 
Paul is writing to a church known 
for its internal divisions over any 
number of issues. In Corinth, each 
group was certain that they alone 
had gotten things right, and all that 
was needed for unity was for those 
others to get with the program and 
join them. In other words, all that is 
needed for unity is uniformity.
Paul will have none of it, and so 
he reminds the Corinthians (and 
us) that the church is the body of 
Christ, and like any other body 
requires diversity of function if it 
is to be what it is. Imagine if your 
whole body were an eye – how 
would you have a conversation 
with your neighbour, your friend, 
or your enemy, since none of you 
could hear the other? Conversely, 
if the whole body were hearing, 
how could you warn your 
neighbourhood of a natural gas 
leak – none of you could smell the 
added mercaptan. Nor could the 
gas company come to deal with 

the problem, since no one would 
have the hands or feet necessary 
to drive. In a body, uniformity is not 
the means to unity, just to disaster.
But unlike other ancient 
philosophers and politicians who 
used the body metaphor as a 
means to keep the lower classes 
and slaves in their place, Paul 
insists that the unity of the body 
of Christ also requires an equality 
of regard, honour and respect. 
“God has so arranged the body, 
… that the members may have 
the same care for one another. 
If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together with 
it.” And this unity of regard extends 
to people that the broader society 
insists remain separated: Jews and 
Gentiles, slaves and free. Each has 
gifts to enrich the whole.
The Christian Unity for which Paul 
prayed is the same as what John 
saw in his vision in Revelation: 
“After this I looked, and there was 
a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands.”
Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $715.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 1-888-411-0205 to  
schedule your free quote!

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Last week, Alberta’s government introduced Budget 2025 
with the theme “Meeting the Challenge.” As Alberta naviga-
tes economic uncertainty and a rapidly growing population, 
Budget 2025 rises to meet the challenge head-on. Budget 
2025 reflects our commitment to maintaining Alberta’s com-
petitive advantage while investing in vital services.

The cost of living remains a concern for many families, and 
United Conservatives are taking action to ease financial pres-
sures. Budget 2025 delivers on a promise to lower personal 
income taxes, implementing a new eight per cent tax bracket 
for income up to $60,000 – two years ahead of schedule. This 
move will save individual Albertans an average of $750 per 
year, with families receiving savings of $1,500, allowing them 
to keep more of their hard-earned money.

With a rapidly growing population, Alberta’s government 
is making record-breaking investments in health care and 

Meeting the challenge
education. Budget 2025 allocates $28 
billion for health care, including $22.1 
billion for hospitals, rural facilities, and 
health worker retention. Additional 
funding is directed toward expanding 
surgeries, mental health and addiction 
supports, and long-term care facilities.

Education also sees a major boost, 
with $9.9 billion in operating expenses 
– an increase of 4.5 per cent from last 
year. These funds will help accommo-
date rising enrolment and hire 4,500 
more teachers and support staff. An 
additional $2.6 billion over three years 
will support the construction of new 
and expanded schools, creating nearly 
90,000 student spaces within the next 
four years.

Budget 2025 prioritizes building a 
skilled workforce to drive economic 
growth. With $26.1 billion invested 
through a robust capital plan, an aver-
age of 26,500 direct and 12,000 indi-
rect jobs will be created annually un-
til 2027-28. Hundreds of millions are 
being invested in new trades programs 
and in-demand skills training to ensu-
re Albertans are equipped for the eco-
nomy of tomorrow.

As Alberta faces economic challen-
ges from potential tariffs, we are taking 
proactive steps to enhance security and 
protect trade routes. Budget 2025 in-
vests $29 million to establish an Inter-
diction Patrol Team within the Alberta 
Sheriffs to combat illegal smuggling 
and border threats. 

Budget 2025 reflects a careful balan-
ce between investing in the future and 
maintaining fiscal responsibility. Alber-
ta’s plan to grow the Heritage Savings 
Trust Fund to $250 billion by 2050 will 
ensure long-term financial stability for 
future generations.

Budget 2025 is about meeting the 
challenge – whether it’s rising costs, 
a growing population, or economic 
uncertainty. By cutting taxes, making 
historic investments in health care and 
education, strengthening rural commu-
nities, and enhancing border security, 
Alberta’s government is taking action 
now to build a strong and prosperous 
future.

In the coming weeks, I look forward 
to sharing more details on local an-
nouncements for our Constituency of 
Chestermere-Strathmore.

As always, please feel free to reach 
out to my office with your feedback 
and questions (Chestermere.Strath-
more@assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for 
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordability 
and Utilities)

Wildlife dinnerWildlife dinner
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Women on Wings to host High Tea fundraiser
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Women on Wings Society is hosting their 
third annual High Tea fundraiser, this year taking 
place at the Four Sisters Farm in Strathmore.

The objective of the fundraiser is to raise money 
to aid women leaving domestic violence situati-
ons by providing emergency financial assistance, 
money for trauma release therapy and divorce 
coaching, and by providing food hampers to wo-
men in need for their families. 

“We solely rely on our fundraisers to assist these 
women who we provide assistance to. We do pay 

for all the trauma release 
therapy, the divorce 

coaching, (and) any 
women who are in 
need of emergency 
financial assistan-

ce,” said Maj 
O s m o n d , 

president 
a n d 
f o u n -
d e r 
of the 
W o -
men on 

W i n g s 
S o c i e t y . 

“ L e a v i n g 

domestic violence is just the first step to their he-
aling, but it is in providing all the other assistance 
that we do provide to them that gets them on their 
stepping stones from one step to another.”

Osmond added many women who leave domes-
tic violence situations do not take necessary steps 
to heal the traumas they have endured.

Women on Wings aims to provide more than 
simple band-aid solutions for trauma and associa-
ted symptoms, but rather to provide opportunities 
for women to leave their situations and be able 
to thrive.

“The first fundraiser that we did out there raised 
(approximately) $8,500, and last year, we raised 
$6,600,” said Osmond. “It goes a long way – we 
are very careful with how we spend our money. 
All our board members are volunteers, so every-
thing we raise goes right back to the community.”

Similar to the High Tea, Women on Wings also 
hosts a masquerade gala fundraiser annually in 
October.

The idea to host a fundraiser as a high tea was 
to suggest a fun idea for women to spend an after-
noon out with their girlfriends, mothers, daugh-
ters, in support of a good cause. Men are also 
welcome to get dressed up and be in attendance.

“It is just a really nice day to be out on an acre-
age and sharing that with a bunch of women who 
want to support our cause and we find a lot of 
women just really enjoy getting dressed up and 
feeling good and enjoying an afternoon out, espe-
cially on Mother’s Day it is a great way for them 

Financial sustainability – sustaining 
growth, strengthening Strathmore
MAYOR PAT FULE
Town of Strathmore

In tough economic times, making smart finan-
cial choices is essential – in households, busines-
ses, and at every level of government. Inflation is 
driving up costs, oil and gas revenues are projec-
ted to decline, and looming U.S. tariffs continue to 
threaten economic stability. Strathmore residents 
are adjusting, stretching their budgets further, and 
making careful decisions about where every dol-
lar goes. 

Last week, the provincial government released 
Budget 2025, reflecting the realities of a shifting 
economy – prioritizing spending restraint while 
managing rising costs. As Alberta takes a measured 
approach, local governments must do the same, 
balancing financial prudence with the needs of a 
growing community. Inflation has made it more 
expensive to maintain roads, operate facilities, 
and deliver services. In response, council has wor-
ked hard to find efficiencies in the operating bud-
get, ensuring your tax dollars go further. Because 
of this careful planning, the town’s 2025 budget 
includes a decrease in overall operating costs. 

Alongside these cost-cutting measures, council 
has prioritized long-term financial sustainability 
through responsible spending, effective debt ma-
nagement, and long-term investments that provi-
de real value for residents and businesses alike. 
This year, council will introduce a Long-Term Fi-
nancial Plan to help manage the town’s money 
responsibly and make sure today’s spending be-
nefits Strathmore’s future. At the same time, work 
is underway on a debt policy to ensure borrowing 
is done wisely and supports important projects. 
For example, the portion of the town’s yearly re-

venue used to pay off debt went down from 7.3 
per cent in 2023 to 6.6 per cent in 2024. Over 
time, lowering this number means more money 
can go toward maintaining roads, recreation faci-
lities, and essential community services instead of 
paying off debt. 

Just like any family sitting around the kitchen 
table balancing their budget, council and admi-
nistration must make thoughtful decisions about 
where resources go. Financial responsibility me-
ans stability – it keeps tax rates predictable, en-
sures essential services run smoothly, and allows 
us to make long-term investments. At the end of 
the day, it’s about keeping life in Strathmore affor-
dable so families can put down roots, businesses 
can grow, and we can all continue to enjoy the 
community we’re proud to call home.

Council is confident in our approach – making 
strategic financial decisions today that will keep 
Strathmore on solid footing, ensure continued 
investment in the services residents rely on, and 
create new growth opportunities. By prioritizing 
financial sustainability, we are not just balancing 
budgets – we are strengthening our ability to 
adapt, invest, and thrive, ensuring Strathmore re-
mains a great place to live, work, and do business, 
no matter the economic climate.

(At the beginning of each term, council sets the 
course for the future by adopting a Strategic Plan 
– a guiding blueprint that charts priorities and di-
rects resources. This plan outlines six key strategic 
priorities that influence decision-making throug-
hout the term. In the coming weeks, Mayor Pat 
Fule will provide insights into each of Strathmo-
re’s strategic priorities, reflecting on both achieve-
ments and challenges along the way.)

to celebrate their moms and the women in their lives,” said 
Osmond.

Tickets are sold on Eventbrite, and a link can be found on 
their website (www.womenonwings.ca).

Women on Wings is also seeking donations of silent aucti-
on items to list during the high tea fundraiser. For any indivi-
duals or businesses interested in supporting the organization 
that way, they are encouraged to reach out via email (info@
womenonwings.ca).

The high tea will also feature a 50/50 raffle, sale of flowers, 
a fashion show, and a keynote speaker. 

Though any and all donations are greatly appreciated, Os-
mond said her overall goal is to raise $10,000 over the course 
of the event.
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Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4           
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Public Hearings

Wheatland County Council Chambers April 1, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m.

Wheatland County will consider the following applications for Public Hearing at the regular Council meeting on Tuesday, April 1st, 2025. The 

following public hearings begin at 9 a.m. and proceed until all applications have been heard:

Comments may be forwarded in writing to Wheatland County or in person at the above meeting. The application files may be reviewed in the County Office during regular office hours – Monday to 
Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Any comments provided will become part of the public record in accordance with Section 40 (1) of the Alberta Freedom of Information and Protection Privacy Act. Any personal 
information on submissions made regarding applications is collected under the authority of the FOIP Ac t Section 33 (c) and subsequent versions of the Act.

Upcoming Meetings
March 4, 2025         | 9 a.m. Council Meeting
March 11, 2025      | 9 a.m. Municipal Planning Commission
March 27, 2025      | 9 a.m. Committee of the Whole
Council and committee meetings are open to the public in person and via 
teleconference. To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when 
prompted. You can also watch the meetings later on YouTube. Agenda packages 
are available on our website. For public hearings, it is best to attend in person. 

Careers with Wheatland County 
Seasonal & Student Postions Include:

• Seasonal Labourer (Hamlet Crew)
• Seasonal Light Equipment Operator (Hamlet Crew)
• Seasonal Labourer (Surfacing Crew)
• Seasonal Heavy Equipment Operator (Road Repair Crew)
• Information Services Assistant - GIS (Summer Student)

Deadline for Applicants: March 7, 2025

Current Career Oportunities: 
• Grader Operator (Rosebud) - Deadline for Applicants: March 10, 2025

Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY! 
wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/

Bylaw #: 2025-03 (LU2024-016)
Legal Description: A portion of SE-2-23-25-W4M & SW-2-23-25-
W4M
Proposal: To redesignate a ± 1.77 hectares (± 4.37 acres) portion of 
SW-2-23-25-W4M from Agriculture General (AG) to Community 
Service (CS) District to allow for a boundary adjustment resulting 
in a ± 2.58 hectares (± 6.38 acres) parcel and a ± 59.29 hectares (± 
146.76 acres) remainder.

Bylaw #: 2025-04 (LU2024-018)
Legal Description: Plan 249B; Block 3; Lots 8-9 in the SE 13-22-23-
W4M (Gleichen)
Proposal: To redesignate Lots 8-9, Block 3, Plan 249B from Hamlet 
Commercial (HC) to Hamlet Mixed Used (HMU) District to allow 
for the development of commercial businesses (restaurant and 
laundromat) and a residential suite within the units.

Minimum requirements:Minimum requirements:
• 18 years of  age • Valid class 5 drivers licence • No criminal record • Good physical health• 18 years of  age • Valid class 5 drivers licence • No criminal record • Good physical health

Are you wanting to give back or become more involved in your community? 
Wheatland County Fire Services is recruiting volunteer firefighters!

Minimum requirements:Minimum requirements:
• 18 years of  age • Valid class 5 drivers licence • No criminal record • Good physical health• 18 years of  age • Valid class 5 drivers licence • No criminal record • Good physical health

Are you wanting to give back or become more involved in your community? 
Wheatland County Fire Services is recruiting volunteer firefighters!

If  you’re interested or have questions, please call or 
email Fire Services at 403-361-2182 or 
fireservices@wheatlandcounty.ca.
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Westmount Elementary School 
hosts annual Husky Cup
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Westmount Elementary School hos-
ted their annual Husky Cup at the Stra-
thmore Family Centre, Feb. 25, mar-
king the culmination and conclusion of 
their hockey and ringette programs for 
the season.

Grade 5-6 students are eligible to 
participate in the hockey and ringet-
te programs, which are each open to 
both male and female students. Grade 
4 students are also able to participate 
in ringette. 

“This runs typically from Septem-
ber through March, and it culminates 
with what we call the Husky Cup, and 
so we break our players up into the 
white Huskies and the black Huskies 
and then they play off against each 
other to see who the winner is going 
to be,” said Adam Baxter, vice principal 
at Westmount Elementary School. “We 
broke this year up into a 22-minute rin-
gette session, followed by a couple of 
periods of hockey after just so we have 
both sports showcased.”

Baxter explained the students par-
ticipating in the hockey and ringette 
programs train separately throughout 
the season with specialized coaches 
for each, coming together at the end of 
the program to celebrate the respective 
sports. 

Westmount’s ringette players typi-
cally take to the ice on a number of 
Fridays throughout the course of the 
program, often coordinating with juni-
or high ringette and developing a con-
nection between schools. 

The hockey program runs two days 
a week for the Grade 5-6, often lasting 

roughly 2.5 hours, attributing for tra-
vel, ice, and lunch times all considered. 

“I think you see a lot of growth and 
confidence within our students. Some 
of our students may get into the pro-
gram, they have never played an ice 
sport before, but it is a really safe en-
vironment for them to learn in,” said 
Baxter. “They get on the ice, they learn 
what to do, and they are happy and 
growing and confident in themselves.”

Similar to a classroom environment, 
the on-ice students are differentiated 
for different levels. Students who are 
starting out with preexisting histories 
in their sports will train differently 
from students who are being introdu-
ced to the ice for potentially the first 
time.

Baxter added the Husky Cup has 
been operating for more than the last 
five years, having been established be-
fore he began working at Westmount 
Elementary. In that time, the event has 
become something of an occasion for 
students to become extremely excited 
for. 

“We have to coach them to cheer and 
not scream, but they pick a side and 
they pick the older classmates who 
they know and then they get really be-
hind it and they cheer,” he said. 

“I just think for the whole school, 
there is a lot of excitement around it 
and it is a really nice event for them.”

This year, roughly 50 students enrol-
led in the hockey program, and roug-
hly 14 were enrolled in ringette. 

Following the Husky Cup, West-
mount Elementary transitions into a 
multi-sport program for the spring in 
order to give Grades 4-6 students op-
portunities to engage in other sports. 

Don’t wait - call 587-830-2007 
today to schedule your service and 

experience the best in plumbing, 
heating, cooling and boiler solutions!

At GF 
Solutions 
Services, we 
offer top-notch 
services to ensure 
your home or business stay 
comfortable year-round. 
From expert plumbing repairs 
to reliable heating and 
cooling solutions,  
we’ve got you covered.

PLUMBING: 
Leak repairs, pipe 
replacement, 
water heater 
installation, drain 
cleaning and 
more.

HEATING:
Furnace 
Installation, repair 
and maintenance 
to keep your home 
warm.

COOLING:
Air conditioning 
installation, 
repair and 
maintenance for a 
cool comfortable 
space.

BOILERS:
Expert installation, 
servicing and 
repair of all boiler 
systems to keep 
your home warm 
and energy-
efficient.

Why Choose Us?
•  Experience, Certified   
 Technicians
• 24/7 Emergency Service for
 Urgent Repairs
• Local
• Affordable and 
 Transparent Pricing
• Free Estimates and 
 Reliable Service

Your 
ONE-STEP 
SOLUTION 

for Plumbing, 
Heating, 

Cooling & 
Boilers!

Westmount Elementary hosted 
their annual Husky Cup, Feb. 
25, marking the culmination 
and conclusion of the school’s 
hockey and ringette programs 
for the season. Participating 
students were split into two 
teams for a friendly competi-
tion to determine which side 
would be emblazoned on the 
Husky Cup for the year. Fellow 
students were encouraged to 
fill the stands of the Strathmore 
Family Centre to cheer on their 
friends and peers. 

John Watson Photos
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Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

ATHABASCA CLINIC
Every 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month

Call to inquire at: 1-866-526-8663

Hearing Evaluations
Free tests for seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!

We Provide:
Latest Technology

 - all digital hearing aid models
Repairs to all models

30 day trial period
We are AADL, WCB, NIHB, DVA

providers

Qualified Hearing Care Professional

202 Second Avenue, Strathmore

403-901-6332

Hearing Evaluations   |   Free Tests for Seniors
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Qualified Hearing Care Professionals

We Provide:

• Latest Technology 
 - all digital hearing aid models

• Repairs to 
 all models

• 30 day trial period

We are AADL, WCB, 
NIHB, DVA providers

Chantelle 
de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore

403-962-0126
129 2nd Avenue
Strathmore, AB  T1P1K1

Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA @LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

DON’T MISS A BEAT!
STAY TUNED TO OUR SOCIAL MEDIA

FOR THE LATEST NEWS ON OUR
EXCITING LAKE COMMUNITY

HONOURING
THE BRAVE

Green space and community await at Lakewood.
Our walkout homes back onto Brave Park, a public park 

dedicated to our Military and Veterans, First Responders, 
Fire, EMS, RCMP, and Police.

Kings eliminated from postseason
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings have been eli-
minated from HJHL playoffs by the Medicine Hat 
Cubs after their 5-3 road loss in Game 4 on Feb. 
28.

Cole Tweit claimed the first goal of the game in 
the first period, before Medicine Hat scored three 
goals in a span of 4:36 in the second period. Josh 
Alberda pulled the Kings to within one.

Joel Romano tied the game in the third period 
before the Cubs scored with 2:47 left in the game 
and sealed it with an empty net goal with 1:05 
left.

“We went into Medicine Hat and just like all 
the other games, it was very close. Every game 
in the series was close and we just had problems 
scoring,” said Doug Raycroft, head coach of the 
Wheatland Kings. “They have … a couple of good 
players who can really put the puck in the net – 
it is just a disappointing way to end but during 
the regular season, all the games against Medicine 

Hat were one goal games for us or against us.”
Raycroft explained looking back on the series, 

the Kings took some undesirable penalties and 
were unable to overcome Medicine Hat’s goalten-
ding. 

Hindsight being 20/20, he added the Kings 
were really hurt by the loss of some of their best 
players early in the series due to suspensions.

“Our top scorer was gone for two and a half 
games and then later on, we lost our best defen-
seman for a game as well. I think refereeing was 
a big problem and then a couple of undisciplined 
penalties were a problem too,” said Raycroft. “For 
us moving forward, you really have to work with 
our kids. We did work with our kids; we were 
much better with penalties this year than we have 
been in the past – it just seemed to bite us this 
series and in a couple of games.”

According to Raycroft, it is a bittersweet end to 
the playoff run, but he is already looking to keep 
his team busy in the off season and come back 
ready to make a play for the championship title 
starting in September.

With their backs against the wall and their season on the line, the Wheatland 
Kings came up with a big 6-4 win in Game 3 (home dark) of their playoff 
series versus Medicine Hat on Feb. 26 at the Strathmore Family Centre. 
However, despite a back-and-forth contest in Game 4 (road whites), the 
Kings fell 5-3 two nights later and were eliminated from the HJHL playoffs.

Joe Lepage Photos
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County updates 
rate penalties 
bylaw
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County has adjusted their 
Penalty, Tax Installment Payment Pro-
gram (TIPP) and Auto Payment Withd-
rawal Option (AWPO) bylaw, 2024-32.

The drafted update was presented 
before council by Manager of Financial 
Services, Joel Chiasson, during the Feb. 
18 regular meeting.

Changes to the previous bylaw, 2022-
17, were proposed to assist in working 
towards generalized improvements 
both for county administration, as well 
as for local ratepayers.

“The changes proposed in this tax 
payment bylaw are aimed at providing 
clearer and more concise language, a 
refreshed format and flow to be consis-
tent with other bylaws, some flexibility 
for administration in some areas such 
as the TIPPs process … and expanding 
details around the APWO program for 
delinquent payment plans,” said Chias-
son.

Coun. Glenn Koester inquired about 
the listed penalty of five per cent on 
property taxes should they not be paid 
prior to or by the June 30 deadline each 
year. 

Chiasson explained the penalty does 
not adjust on a monthly basis. Rather, 
the flat five per cent penalty is applied 
on top of existing fees, and an additio-
nal five per cent is added should the 
fees not be paid by Dec. 1, of the res-

pective year. 
This differs from how utility rate 

penalties work, as those are applied 
monthly; however for the arears on uti-
lities, the county maintains a process 
where if rates are left unpaid quarterly, 
they are transferred to the tax roll and 
become as if they are taxes payable. 

“The interest is viewed differently; 
once it becomes transferred to the tax 
roll it becomes as if it is property taxes. 
It is separate service and concept than 
the utilities themselves,” said Chiasson. 

The maximum that someone in arears 
in utilities could be charged is five per 
cent a month for three months, then 
county administration uses a provision 
under the Municipal Government Act 
to roll those charges into the tax roll 
account.

“A couple of years ago, we did do a 
report on our taxes, the penalty on our 
taxes specifically, and our taxes are ac-
tually some of the lowest in the region 
for the penalty amount that we char-
ge,” said Brian Henderson, chief admi-
nistrative officer for Wheatland County. 
“Utilities on the other hand, are a little 
bit on the higher side, but the taxes are 
significantly lower.”

Council passed all three readings of 
the update to the bylaw unanimously 
without further discussion or debate. 

The full details of the changes made 
to the bylaw are publicly available via 
the County’s website and public meet-
ing agenda for Feb. 18. 

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.

TIMES
STRATHMORE

SHOP LOCAL. SAVE LOCAL  
Support the local businesses that keep your community and its 
newspapers thriving.
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GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE TIMES!GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE TIMES!  Call 403-934-5589

Lakewood of Strathmore 
details newly coined 
Growth and Giving Initiative
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Lakewood of Strathmore is an-
nouncing more information regarding 
the coining of its Growth and Giving 
Initiative, which will serve as the title 
sponsor of ongoing and future commu-
nity donations. 

The launch of the program is distin-
guishing itself through the committed 
support of the Strathmore Overnight 
Shelter, donating $1,000 from each lot 
sold through Phase 2B of the Lakewood 
of Strathmore development plan. 

This comes off the heels of a similar 
$46,000 donation made to #NotInMy-
City in June 2024, which was made in 
partnership with Paul Brandt. 

“That was a near and dear campaign 
to our hearts, as it does help to bring 
awareness to human trafficking, and to 
end the terrible human trafficking that 
is going on throughout the world,” said 
Scott Silva, director of sales and marke-
ting for Lakewood of Strathmore. 

“Every phase, we are looking to find 
a nonprofit or a charity that we can 
help support, and this is coming di-
rectly from the development team. That 
means every time you buy a home, you 
are actually supporting this organizati-
on (and) this comes directly out of the 
development group.”

Throughout Phase 2B, Lakewood of 
Strathmore has a total of 76 lots availa-
ble for purchase, which has the poten-
tial to see $76,000 donated at the end 
of this year’s program to the Overnight 
Shelter. 

Silva explained in order to pull this 
off, certain sales and development mi-
lestones must be met – some of which 
have already been achieved.

These milestone requirements inclu-

de the sale of at least 80 per cent of lots 
in Phase 2B to builders, achievement of 
all necessary development entitlements, 
approvals, endorsements and financing, 
maintenance of construction schedules, 
and the completion of home construc-
tion sales. 

“We have already been able to reach 
those milestones with our builders – 
they have absorbed over 80 per cent of 
the lots. We are now working through 
some of the final development appro-
vals, but what is really important is 
the construction adherence,” said Silva. 
“With where we are right now, we are 
hoping that we are able to give this do-

nation this sum-
mer … in a pre-
sentation with 
Elizabeth Karp 
at the Overnight 
Shelter.”

Silva estima-
ted the cheque 
presentation to 
take place so-
metime in July, 
which aims to 
be in line with 

the construction and renovation sche-
dule of the shelter building. 

The money being committed to the 
Overnight Shelter is set to contribute 
to significant renovations and expansi-
on of the current building in order to 
better accommodate both patrons and 
increase the functionality of the space 
for staff and volunteers. 

Karp previously estimated the total 
cost of the renovation will be in the re-
alm of $150,000, which normally would 
not be possible without a significant 
injection such as the one aiming to be 
provided by the Growth and Giving Ini-
tiative.

... we are 
hoping that we 
are able to give 
this donation 
this summer...

Scott Silva

PUBLIC NOTICE
WHEATLAND REGIONAL CORPORATION

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT ACT
NOTICE OF APPLICATION

In accordance with the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, Wheatland Regional Corpora-
tion has applied to Alberta Environment and Protected Areas for renewal to an existing approval for the 
Wheatland Regional Corporation Waterworks System. The waterworks system obtains surface water from 
the ground water under the influence of surface water and Bow River Western Irrigation District Canal. The 
water treatment plant is located at SE of Section 10 Township 025 Range 22 West of the 4th Meridian and 
the groundwater under direct influence and surface water is currently treated in the water treatment plant 
by coagulation, flocculation, clarification through dissolved air flotation (DAF) system, rapid sand filtration, 
reverse osmosis (RO) membrane treatment, UV disinfection and chlorine disinfection before being distributed 
to the regional customers.

The renewal will reflect that water continues to be treated in accordance with Alberta Environment and 
Protected Area’s’ current standards and guidelines.

A directly affected person may provide input into certain regulatory decisions, as allowed by the Environ-
mental Protection and Enhancement Act (section 73). Specifically, any person who is directly affected by this 
application may submit a written statement of concern within 30 days of the date of this notice to:
 Environment and Protected Areas
 Regulatory Assurance Section
 Approvals Unit
 5th Floor, South Petroleum Plaza
 9915 - 108 ST, EDMONTON, AB T5K 2G8
 Fax: (780) 422-0154
 E-mail: epa.epeaapplications@gov.ab.ca

The written statement of concern should include the following:
 -  the application number 012-00001374
 -  describe concerns that are relevant to matters regulated by the Environmental Protection and
  Enhancement Act
 -  explain how the filer of the concern will be directly affected by the activities proposed in the application
 -  provide the legal land location of the land owned or used by the filer where the concerns described are
  believed to be applicable
 -  state the distance between the land owned or used by the filer and the site in the application
 -  contact information including the full name and mailing address of the filer.
  Please provide a telephone number and/or email address for ease of contact.

Environment and Protected Areas will review each written statement of concern, seek more information if 
needed, and notify each filer by letter of the decision to accept or reject their written submission as a valid 
statement of concern. The Public Notice of this application will also be posted on the Department’s website 
at https://avw.alberta.ca/PublicNoticesViewer.aspx.

Statements of concern submitted regarding this application are public records which are accessible by the 
public and the applicant. Failure to file a statement of concern may affect the right to file a Notice of Appeal 
with the Environmental Appeals Board.

Copies of the application and additional information can be obtained from:
 Wheatland Regional Corporation
 Attention: Leah Jensen
 PO BOX 196, ROCKYFORD, AB T0J 2R0
 Telephone: 403-325-9972
 Email: admin@wrc-ab.ca

Source: Totum Research, Canadians 18+; Readers of  Printed Community Newspapers; January 2025
*Local information = local news, editorial, sports, entertainment/events, COVID-19, crime features, obituaries

“Local journalism is vital to our democracy. It keeps communities informed 
and connected.  In this era of fake news, it is more important than ever before 
that Canadians have access to trusted, fact-based information.”

PUT YOUR MONEY 
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS.
LOCAL MATTERS

Every week community newspapers shine 
an unfiltered light on their community and 
reflect the community back to residents, 
warts and all. This means attending 
meetings, often being the only reporter in the 
room, and prodding public officials with 
difficult questions. It means celebrating 
achievements and sharing sorrow. It means 
being there and being relevant.

Nine in ten (90%) printed community 
newspaper readers cite local 
information* as their main reason for 
reading.  In many cases local coverage 
cannot be found anywhere else.

90%
Local 
Information*

52% 39%
Advertising 
(Flyers/ROP)

Classified/Real 
Estate/Jobs

Paul Deegan
President and CEO, News Media Canada

68% of Canadians trust printed or digital 
newspaper content.
Editorial content in newspapers and their digital 
products, is the most trusted.  This level of trust 
extends to advertising also, creating a “safe” space 
for readers and advertisers.
61% of Canadians trust editorial content in printed 
newspapers compared to only 27% trust in social 
media content on Facebook/Instagram.

CANADIANS TRUST PRINTED AND DIGITAL NEWSPAPER CONTENT

% Trust Editorial Content Completely/ Somewhat

WHEN LOCAL PAPERS REPORT ON NEWS IN 
THE COMMUNITY, READERS KNOW IT IS NOT 
SOCIAL MEDIA GOSSIP.

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWS
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Serving Strathmore & Area since 1999

2 Wheatland Green $1,195,000 
MLS#A21405185 3

For Sale

403-934-0781 careyrose@remax.net

REPs Group Team RE/MAX KEYCarey L. Rose

30'x24' Garage     -     Custom Landscaping     -    1/3 Acre

Discover luxury living in this custom log home, on just over 1/3 acre in a
private cul-de-sac location in Strathmore, a short drive from Calgary. 

Two main floor bedrooms, luxurious loft style primary bedroom, 2 large
basement bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms, Main floor laundry, spacious mud
room and a plethora of storage options add to the convenience and
functionality of this home. 

The fully developed basement includes a spacious family room with a
wet bar, built in's, an exercise space, 2 bedrooms, and a full bathroom
with a hydrotherapy tub. 

Enjoy outdoor gatherings in the custom firepit area or relax on the
spacious deck soaking in the hot tub or lounging in the sun. There's also
RV parking and two large storage sheds. 

The tandem oversized garage provides ample space and storage. 

This property combines the tranquility of a private retreat with the
convenience of nearby urban amenities. 
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Spurs host spectacular 
speeches
SARA WALDNER
Strathmore Rusty Spurs

The Strathmore Rusty Spurs held 
their annual Public Speaking competiti-
on, sponsored by Alta-Link, at the Stra-
thmore Municipal Library on Feb. 21. 

Public speaking is a mandatory activi-
ty in 4-H that allows members to practi-
ce valuable skills in a safe environment 
– with awards and the ability to move 
up in the competition to districts, re-
gionals, and, for lucky senior members, 
provincials. 

4-H members can choose to write a 
prepared speech or create a presenta-
tion. Those who do a prepared speech 
must do an impromptu speech as well, 
and those who do presentations may be 
asked questions by the judges. 

The club invited six judges and one 
Master of Ceremonies to the event. Pre-
pared speech judges were Jessie Izyk, 
Larry Kirby, and Lisa Reaper and the im-
promptu and presentation judges were 
Laurie MacDonald, Mariano Valero, and 

Senga Swain. Master of Ceremonies was 
Haleigh Harwood, a previous member 
of the Rusty Spurs. 

Placings are as follows: Preston won 
first for Junior prepared speech, follo-
wed by Kaylie in second place. Ariah 
won first for intermediate prepared 
speeches. Abby won first for senior pre-
pared speeches, followed by Kayla in 
second and Kaitlyn in third. For seni-
or presentations, Sydney won first, and 
Jessica won second.

If interested, or you have a free day 
that you want to fill, 4-H District Pu-
blic Speaking is being held at the Stra-
thmore Civic Centre on March 8. Spea-
king starts at 9:30 am., and the event is 
open to anyone who wants to watch. 
The day will include 4-H members from 
within the Wheatland 4-H District de-
livering interesting, thought-provoking 
speeches and presentations.

As always, to stay up to date with 
what the Strathmore Rusty Spurs are 
up to, follow the club on Facebook and 
Instagram.

25032HE0

The Strathmore 
Rusty Spurs 4-H 
club held their an-
nual Public Speak-
ing competition 
on Feb. 21 at the 
Strathmore Munici-
pal Library.

Photo Courtesy of 
Lynn Wolfs
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Call  403-616-1870 for  Sponsorship and table questions.

LICENSED ALL AGES EVENT  -  FOOD MENU Available
Card Subject  to Change

AG PAVILION -  33 WHEATLAND DRIVE STRATHMORE,  ALBERTA
REAL CANADIAN PRO WRESTLING

SeeSeeSee      Former
Former
Former   

WWE Superstar

WWE Superstar

WWE Superstar   EUGENE.
EUGENE.
EUGENE.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor
As has been reported on many Alberta 

news outlets, Smith’s UCP appears to be 
undermining AHS responsibility for doing 
what they asked them to do. 

I listened to our premier on a recent lo-
cal newscast basically stating part of the 
job for the head of AHS, Athana Ment-
zelopoulos, was to look at the costs of 
delivering health services. As reported, 
in a wrongful dismissal lawsuit, former 
AHS head Athana Mentzelopoulos alleges 
the premier’s then chief of staff, Marshall 
Smith, repeatedly put pressure on her to 
sign deals with the Alberta Surgical Group, 
despite concerns about costs and who was 

benefiting. 
If AHS was doing what the government 

wanted, then why fire the head of AHS 
for doing just that? Given this would be a 
top-level budget portfolio – do you believe 
Smith’s statement that LaGrange and she 
have had no involvement in this at all? If 
so, then why did Health Minister Adriana 
LaGrange issue a directive stripping the 
health authority and Mentzelopoulos of 
their authority to approve contracts? 

As reported, the lawsuit alleges AHS es-
timates the two private companies Alberta 
Surgical Group and MHCare Medical have 
completed $614 million in government 
contracts. MHCare Medical secured a $70 

million contract to import children’s pain 
medication which is reported to only have 
received about 30 per cent, despite paying 
the full cost. As reported, following that 
contract, the CEO and co-owner of MH-
Care Medical provided Smith and multiple 
cabinet ministers and government staff 
with luxury box tickets to Edmonton Oil-
ers playoff games. 

Given what has already occurred with 
Smith’s UCP being less than upfront with 
the renewable energy moratorium request 
and the eastern slopes coal mining issues, 
and that Smith has now stated there will 
be no public inquiry, you have to wonder 
what she is afraid of.

Public inquiry is full transparency
Now, the minister for infrastructure cit-

ing procurement concerns is resigning 
cabinet to be able to bring in honesty 
and integrity to the government. The new 
budget states that more funding is needed 
for health services; however, as reported 
when private for-profit surgical groups 
are charging twice as much as hospitals 
charge for the same procedure, then what 
is this increase in health spending of our 
tax dollars for? 

The best way to find out is contact your 
MLA and ask for a public inquiry. They 
are obligated to give you a reply, which 
I’m still waiting for from my MLA. As seen 
before, watch for smoke and mirrors to 
draw you away from these very concern-
ing issues of trust and responsibility of 
your tax dollars. Smith’s government talks 
about the importance of transparency, so 
tell your MLA and premier to walk the talk 
and assure Albertans that only a public in-
quiry can do. 

Dennis Bigras,
Wheatland County

Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper.

SHOP
LOCAL.
SAVE
LOCAL  

March 9, 2025
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Five candidates vying to replace Martin 
Shields as Bow River Riding MP
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

As Bow River Riding MP Martin Shields has de-
cided to not seek re-election in the next federal 
election, five candidates are vying for the vote wit-
hin the Conservative Party of Canada to attempt to 
replace him.

Nominations closed Feb. 25 for prospective 
candidates to have decided whether to participa-
te. Among the candidates are Graham Abela, JL 
DeCosta, David Bexte, Josh Senneker, and Ritesh 
Narayan.

GRAHAM ABELA 
“For me, my whole life has been dedicated to 

service … as a police officer for just about 31 ye-
ars and as a chief of police for nine, I have always 
felt a call to serve and I have been doing that in 
the community,” said Abela. “I am getting close to 
the end of my skis as being a police officer, and 
the chief of police and I thought what better way 
to serve than to become the member of parlia-
ment and represent my riding in Ottawa.”

Though this would be Abela’s first step into ca-
reer politics, he explained he is familiar with the 
realm, having interacted with politicians as requi-
red through his years of service as a police officer. 

Abela also holds a master’s degree in leadership 
and training, as well as a doctoral degree in edu-
cation. Being promoted to chief of police in 2016, 
he has remained in that position ever since. 

“During my career, I feel like I have built or 
gathered the skills, knowledge, experience, com-
petencies, to demonstrate that I have sound jud-
gement and proven leadership,” he said. “The real 
reason I got into service is about the community. 
It is about building capacity in others, it is about 
ensuring community wellness, community safety, 
and really giving back to communities that need 
it.”

Abela emphasized his responsibility in having 
been required to lead the Taber Police Service 
through the COVID-19 pandemic in a “common 
sense” manner, being a demonstration of his lea-
dership capacity. 

“I think the decision for the people in our riding 
moving forward is going to be, do we want a ca-
reer politician in the role of our Member of Parlia-
ment, or do we want someone who is from here, 
has paid taxes here, has a residence here, who has 
been through the blood, sweat, and tears hand in 
arm with their neighbors through the issues that 
we have had over the last several years?”

He added he believes among the candidates, he 
is best suited to address the challenges in Cana-
da’s criminal justice system and how to fix them in 
Ottawa among his priorities. 

DAVID BEXTE 
“I spent my career working in agriculture and 

energy and so I understand firsthand the challen-
ges facing families and workers and business ow-
ners,” said Bexte. “The reason I want to run is be-
cause it is about family and it is about community 
and I want to make this a better place for work, 
for constituents in my riding.”

Bexte explained the fundamentals of why he 
wants to run is to cut taxes, “unleash” Alberta’s 
energy industry, and to “restore common sense in 
how everything functions.”

He said farmers and energy workers built Alber-
ta and built Canada, and need to not be punished 
by the federal government in Ottawa. 

“I was born and raised in this riding, been a 
conservative my whole life, and shared conserva-
tive values. I have connections and have worked 
with every element of the industries that are in 
this riding,” he said. “I have volunteered with fire 
departments, I have volunteered with 4-H, volun-
teered with the Lions Club. It is my home, it is 
where I live and I have integrity, contacts, and ex-
perience to make a difference.”

Bexte added he believes 10 years of Liberal mis-
management is a tall order to fix everything that 
is wrong, and fundamentally, the perspectives of 

farmers, small businesses, workers and families in 
the riding need to be represented, and at the front 
of all policy discussions. 

Ultimately the goal of running is to convert his 
collective experiences in Alberta’s primary indu-
stries into “meaningful change and repair of our 
society.”

He said he wants to see the natural affiliation 
and alignment between a conservative Alberta 
government, and a conservative federal govern-
ment, rather than the combative stance currently 
ongoing between Alberta and Ottawa.

JL DECOSTA
“I come from a family of small business owners 

and also energy professionals. My family is a story 
like a lot in Alberta where energy put food on the 
table,” said DeCosta. “My campaign is essentially 
about freedom and fairness for all – it is a very 
Alberta-first policy.”

DeCosta holds a degree in political science, and 
moved to Ottawa in 2020 to “fight for Alberta” and 
has been representing the riding in the office of 
the MP for Bow River riding as the director of par-
liamentary affairs. 

Should he be allowed to serve as the next can-
didate to replace Shields, DeCosta explained he 
aims to continue building on relationships esta-
blished both at home in the riding, as well as in 
Ottawa, and to bring investment opportunities 
and eyes to the Bow River riding. 

“A lot of people, a lot of colleagues I have in 
Ottawa, they work for MPs in areas they are not 
from. For example, you can be from BC working 
for an Ontario MP and that is all well and good, 
we are all trying to fight the same fight to hold 
the Liberal government accountable, but I think it 
is really important to me that I have been serving 
my neighbours and my community in the riding,” 
he said. “I have a stake in the future of our pro-
vince. I want to see our province succeed and I 
want to be part of the change, hopefully, that a 
conservative government will drive to the better.”

DeCosta added he is the only candidate with 
current experience in Parliament and is already 
familiar with everything that has gone through the 
office of the MP for the last several years. 

“I have essentially been doing the job of the MP 
from behind the scenes, serving our outgoing MP 
and hopefully I will have the opportunity and the 
privilege … to continue building relationships,” he 
said. “I am the only candidate with the experience 
necessary to do the job of a parliamentarian, to 
deliver the concrete message, to enact the change, 
and represent everyone in the riding.”

RITESH NARAYAN 
“I continue to enjoy being a city councilor and 

being an MP has always been on my radar, but no 
matter what I do, I like to be good at the job, and 
I just figured if I tried to go and directly become 
an MP, I just simply wouldn’t be a good MP,” said 
Narayan. “I think there are MPs and then there are 
MPs who are more effective and get things done 
and I really wanted to learn how to do governance 
and read policies and make policies and the place 
to start was right at home.”

Narayan holds eight years of experience as a 
Chestermere city councilor, a doctoral degree in 
human services specializing in criminal justice 
and has taught both at Mount Royal University 
and the University of Calgary. 

Residing in Chestermere for the last 20 years, he 
explained he felt like being in politics was a way 
to give back to the local community, and rather 
than being a job, it has been a service. 

“This particular constituency means a lot to me 
not only because I live here, I feel I understand 
this constituency, I feel I can connect with the 
people,” he said. 

Narayan explained he feels Shields has done an 
exceptional job of representing the riding during 
his time in office, and that level of service needs 
to continue. 

Despite a confidence in running as a conserva-
tive being a “safe” seat, he added the local demo-

graphic is beginning to change. 
“There is a lot of fear mongering and it is causing all sorts 

of uncertainty in this riding, so in order to maintain confi-
dence, we need to show the constituents that we are a res-
ponsible government and we will be putting people here 
that (they) can connect with and who can help them,” said 
Narayan. “I find that our constituents are looking for some 
common-sense relief. You hear about ‘lets be tough on cri-
me,’ well what does that even mean? We tried being tough on 
crime during the Harper era and sadly a lot of those legisla-
tions were overturned by the Supreme Court.”

He explained the “common sense” approach he refers to is 
to craft policies in a way that is able to be held up in court 
as opposed to being overturned. 

JOSH SENNEKER 
“I was convinced from a young age that my calling was to 

fight back against the progressive agenda that devalues life, 
that attacks families and that undermines our freedoms,” said 
Senneker. “I have spent my life fighting for those true con-
servative values. I have worked for conservative campaigns 
across the country working to advance our values and advan-
ce the conservative movement.”

Senneker explained his goal for wanting to serve as the 
candidate to replace Shields is to bring his conviction, energy, 
and frontline experience of working on a multitude of con-
servative campaigns to Parliament Hill.

He said he believes people of conviction must stand and 
uphold their values not simply behind the scenes, but are 
willing to fight for them and take a bold stance in public.

“As a country, we face many issues: we have got crippling 
capital gains taxes on family farms, we have unstoppable 
rural crime, out of control spending – I am going to work to 
solve each of those,” he said. “I really believe if we are going 
to fix Canada, we can’t only deal with the symptoms, we 
have to return to our heritage as a nation. It is founded on 
the supremacy of God and the rule of law.”

Senneker explained his campaign will focus on saving wo-
men’s only spaces and biological men must be kept out of 
such spaces, standing up for human life as everyone is made 
in the image of God, and the defense of the right to worship 
God. 

“I believe churches are essential. I will call for an immedi-
ate investigation into the string of church burnings, arsons, 
I will call for laws protecting free speech of pastors, and for 
the rights of all parents to raise their children according to 
their beliefs,” he said. “I believe that the truth is real and that 
we must defend it and that we must act with conviction ac-
cording to the truth.”

More information about each candidate and their indivi-
dual platforms is available through their respective websites 
and social medias. A concrete date for announcing the ri-
ding’s new candidate has not yet been announced as of the 
release of this article.

March 15, 2025 — 7:30 pm
Adult  $35.00
Youth  $10.00  17 and under

Final Concert of Season 7

Tickets can be purchased at the Vault Cultural Collective or online at
www.smoreuc.com.  Online purchases must be picked up at the door 
the night of the concert. 

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS

Steve Pineo with Horns

Photo  by John Rutherford
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STEAD, 
Linda Mary (Cochrane)  
May 15, 1924 
– October 18, 2018

Linda Mary Stead (Cochrane) passed away peacefully 
on February 23, 2025, after her short but courageous 
battle with cancer. 
She was predeceased by her mother Elsie, father Al-
exander, sisters Dorinne and Jean. She is survived 
by her brothers Don and Jed, children Michael Stead, 
David (Veronique) Stead, and Jennifer (Jonathan) 
Shevalier, as well as her 4 grand children Lilyana, 
Charles, Adalyn, and Noelle. 
The youngest of 5, Linda grew up in Regina. Settling 
in Strathmore where she raised her 3 children. She 
gave back to the community in many ways with her 
time with Scouting, The United Church, Victim Ser-
vices, and The Heritage Society. In her later years 
she spent her days with her good friends and grand-
children when not giving back to the community she 
loved so dearly. 
Donations in her memory can be made to the Cana-
dian Cancer Society.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, March 
9, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at the Strathmore United 
Church.

Obituary

25031TG1

Strathmore Musical Arts Society 
A big thank you to

Sponsors:  Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Corporate Sponsors:  Home Hardware - Strathmore 

- Curtis, Calgary Co-Op - Strathmore, 
Strathmore Lions Club, 

Strathmore Motor Products
Venue: Travelodge     Meal: Strathmore Station
Door Prizes:  Strathmore Musica Arts Society, 
Strathmore Station, Rosebud Theatre, BAngles 

Salon & Spa
Ticket Outlets:  Assist Business Centre, 

Strathmore Home Hardware, 
connectFirst Credit Union, Pro Water Strathmore, 

The Vault Cultural Collective,
Lil Hoots Children’s Boutique

Advertisers: More Country 104.5, 
Strathmore Times

All 50/50 proceeds ($435) was donated to the
Wheatland County Food Bank

Upcoming Shows:
Scarlett Butler - April 26, 2025

Over the Moon - October 4, 2025

Check out our website for more upcoming shows!
Strathmorearts.com

THANK YOU

Regional playoffRegional playoff
The Wheatland Warriors U15AA team hosted the AEHL South Division playoff championship tourna-
ment Feb. 27 to March 2 at the Strathmore Family Centre. The Warriors went 3-1 in the round robin, 
including a 6-2 win over Lethbridge on March 1, before defeating the East Kootenay Avalanche 4-3 
in a thrilling overtime win in the semifinal. Despite a valiant effort, the Warriors lost 2-1 to the Okotoks 
Oilers in the championship final. Joe Lepage Photos

Home finaleHome finale
The Wheatland Braves wrapped up their home 
regular season with a 7-4 win over the Okotoks 
Oilers on March 1 at the Strathmore Family Cen-
tre. The local U13AA team, who lost in their final 
road game in Medicine Hat the following day, fin-
ished the season with a 12-19-3 record and will 
take part in the South Division Regional Round 
Robin March 6-8 in Medicine Hat.

Joe Lepage Photos

MEIER GUN AUCTION, Sat-
urday, March 15 - 10am; 
Wetaskiwin - Selling over 
200 Rifles, Shot Guns, An-
tique Firearms, Ammunition, 
Scopes. Consign Now. Free 
Pick Up. Call 780-440-1860 
www.meierauction.com.

AUCTIONS
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas, 
Machine Sheds and more, 
sales@integritybuil t .com 
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

BUILDINGS
2.5 ACRE LOTS, year round 
creek. Water well in place, 
power to property line. Septic 
approved, irrigation rights on 
creek. Creston, BC. Call Shelly 
250-254-0132, email shellyl-
amb55@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

ELECTRICAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

The Golden Hills School Division invites applications 
for the following position: 

FULL-TIME TRADES OR SKILLED 
MAINTENANCE REPRESENTATIVE 

– STRATHMORE AND SURROUNDING AREA  
to work in our Facilities/Maintenance Department. 

The position is to commence upon a suitable candidate 
being found.  Please refer to our website 

www.ghsd75.ca  under Employment–Non-Teaching 
Opportunities–Facilities Positions for further information.

HELP WANTED

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 500,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$599599

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

Advertise Advertise 
Province-wideProvince-wide  

plus GST/HSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$599599
BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

plus GST/HSTAsk about the

with a combined  circulation of 
over 500,000 for only... 

Advertise Advertise 
Province-wideProvince-wide  

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

Easy Calving Angus Hybrid 
Bulls for Heifers

Charlton Cattle Co. has more than 40 years’ experience  
raising only easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.  

• 68 black and red easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BWs) 
• Less than 1% assist rate in over 32,000 home-raised and commercial 

heifers
• Six month breeding soundness guarantee
An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!

Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229
CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com

www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

Easy Calving Angus Hybrid 
Bulls for Heifers

Charlton Cattle Co. has more than 40 years’ experience  
raising only easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.  

• 68 black and red easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BWs) 
• Less than 1% assist rate in over 32,000 home-raised and commercial heifers
• Six month breeding soundness guarantee

An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!
Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229

CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com
www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

 

 
 

 

 
 

Also buying all Silver & Gold, Jewelry, Coins, 
Bullion, Nuggets, Gold Dust, Ingots, 
Bars, Dental Gold, Jewelers Scrap, 

Sterling Silver & Silverware! 

PAYING CASH! BUYING ENTIRE 
COLLECTIONS – IN ALL OF ALBERTA!  

I MAKE HOUSE CALLS! 

WANTED 
COIN COLLECTIONS

CALL TODD 
780-504-7995

Looking For Coin Collections & Accumulations Of Coins!  
Buying Royal Canadian Mint Coins, Coin Sets, Old Coins 
& Paper Money, Numismatics, Olympic Coins, Rare Coins,  
Silver & Gold Coins, Platinum Coins, Us & Cdn Silver 
Dollars, Carson City Silver Dollars, All Pre 1969 Silver 
Coins, Old Rolls, Bags & Boxes Of Coins, Franklin Mint 
Coins And Ingot Sets!

Also buying all Silver & Gold, Jewelry, Coins, 
Bullion, Nuggets, Gold Dust, Ingots, 
Bars, Dental Gold, Jewelers Scrap, 

Sterling Silver & Silverware! 

PAYING CASH! BUYING ENTIRE 
COLLECTIONS – IN ALL OF ALBERTA!  

I MAKE HOUSE CALLS! 

WANTED 
COIN COLLECTIONS

CALL TODD 
780-504-7995

Looking For Coin Collections & Accumulations Of Coins!  
Buying Royal Canadian Mint Coins, Coin Sets, Old Coins 
& Paper Money, Numismatics, Olympic Coins, Rare Coins,  
Silver & Gold Coins, Platinum Coins, Us & Cdn Silver 
Dollars, Carson City Silver Dollars, All Pre 1969 Silver 
Coins, Old Rolls, Bags & Boxes Of Coins, Franklin Mint 
Coins And Ingot Sets!

BUYING OLD &  
UNWANTED JEWELRY! 

CALL TODD 
780-504-7995

PAYING CASH for Old & Broken Gold Jewelry, 
Silver Jewelry, Vintage & Estate Jewelry.  

Men’s & Women’s Rings, Bracelets, Chains, 
Necklaces, Pendants, Earrings, Charm 

Bracelets, Old Watches, Miner’s Nuggets & Dust, 
Jeweler’s Supply’s, Scrap & Dust Etc. 

ALSO BUYING COINS & COIN COLLECTIONS! 
Looking for Bullion, Ingots,  
Bars, Numismatics,  
Dental Gold, Sterling  
Silver & Silverware! 
Covering ALL  
OF ALBERTA!

CALL TODD 
780-504-7995

BUYING OLD &  
UNWANTED JEWELRY! 

PAYING CASH for Old & Broken Gold Jewelry,  
Silver Jewelry, Vintage & Estate Jewelry.  

Men’s & Women’s Rings, Bracelets, Chains, Necklaces, 
Pendants, Earrings, Charm Bracelets, Old Watches, Miner’s 

Nuggets & Dust, Jeweler’s Supply’s, Scrap & Dust Etc. 

ALSO BUYING COINS & COIN COLLECTIONS! 
Looking for Bullion, Ingots,  
Bars, Numismatics,  
Dental Gold, Sterling  
Silver & Silverware! 
Covering ALL  
OF ALBERTA!

SUDOKU

BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 words 
or less). Reach 75 weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903; 
www.awna.com; email clas-
sifieds@awna.com.

FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2025  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, Ac-
cessories, or Militaria. Col-
lections, Estates or single 
items. For Auction, or Possible 
Purchase: Contact us: 1-800-
694-2609, Email: sales@
switzersauction.com  or Visit 
us @  www.switzersauction.
com for Auction Dates & De-
tails.

COMING EVENTS

GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach 
over 500,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Three options starting 
at $269, $299 or $599 to get 
your message out! KEEP peo-
ple in the loop with over 75 
Weekly Community Newspa-
pers. Call THIS NEWSPAPER 
now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746 
www.awna.com.

FEED AND SEED

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? The Disability 
Tax Credit allows for $3,000 
yearly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Apply 
NOW; quickest refund Na-
tionwide: Expert help. 1-844-
453-5372.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228; www.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

MISC

NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS
Irrigation Districts Act  (Sections 54, 58, 59) 
Local Authorities Election Act (Section 26) 

Western Irrigation District 
in the Province of Alberta

Notice is hereby given that nominations are open 
from the date of this publication until 4:00 pm on 
Wednesday, March 19th, 2025 for the election of 
candidates for the following offices and will be 
received at the location of the office of the Western 
Irrigation District set out below:

Troy TangedalGeneral Manager 
Returning Officer

Office(s)	 Number	 Division
	 of	Vacancies		 Number

Director 1 1
Director 1 4
Electoral Division 1 comprises Townships 21, 22, 23 
and 24 in Ranges 20, 21 and 22. 
Electoral Division 4 comprises Township 24 in 
Ranges 26, 27 and 28 and Townships 25, 26 and 27 in 
Ranges 25, 26, 27 and 28. 
Nominations must be in the form prescribed by the 
Irrigation Districts Act and can be obtained from: 
Western Irrigation District Office: A-1000 Pine 
Street, Strathmore. 
DATED at the Town of Strathmore in the Province of 
Alberta, this 14th day of February 2025.

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

WANTED: 
PASTURE FOR 

COW CALF 
PAIRS

Quiet, well managed, 
established herd. 

Will repair and 
maintain fences. 

Check cattle weekly. 
Won’t overgraze.

Redline Livestock
Travis: 403-994-1065

LIVESTOCKNOTICES

Ritchie Stairs
STAIR BUILDER/SHOP 

HELPER REQUIRED
Full-Time Position
$20-$25/hr to start, 

depending on experience

Apply within at 28 Spruce Lane 
or call Phil 403-801-5670

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
Hauling & Dump Runs

Firewood Sold in Bundles
FREE Delivery within Strathmore

403-934-7645

YARD WORK
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March 12, 2025 | 6 p.m.
March 19, 2025 | 6 p.m.

Upcoming Council Meetings
CANCELLED
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Public notice to electors. 
Borrowing Bylaw.
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Town of Strathmore, in the Province of Alberta, has given first 
reading to borrowing By-law No. 25-03 which will, upon final passage and approval, authorize 
the proper officers of the said Town to borrow monies from a Canadian Chartered Bank or the 
Government of Alberta on the general credit and security of the municipality, to pay for upgrades 
to the Wildflower Reservoir located in Strathmore, Alberta.

The total borrowing required for the aforementioned project is $5,450,000. The borrowing is to 
be repayable in monthly, semi-annual, or annual equal payments of combined principal and 
interest installments not to exceed a repayment period of twenty-five (25) years, at an interest 
rate as fixed from time to time by the Canadian Chartered Bank or other financial institution. The 
annual rate of interest is not to exceed five and a half percent per annum (5.5%).

NOW THEREFORE NOTICE is hereby given by the Council of the Town of Strathmore that, unless a 
petition of the electors for a vote on By-law No. 25-03 is demanded, as provided for by the terms 
of Section 231 of the Municipal Government Act, the said Council may pass the said borrowing 
by-law.

All persons interested are hereby notified and they are required to govern themselves 
accordingly.

DATED at the Town of Strathmore, in the Province of Alberta this 22nd day of January 2025.

Per: Riley Brolly, CPA
Manager, Financial Planning, Budgeting & Reporting

Information for Electors

Persuant to Section 1(o) of the Municipal Government Act an “elector” means:
A person who is eligible to vote in the election for a Councillor under the Local Authorities Election 
Act.

Persuant to section 47(1) of the Local Authorities Election Act a person is eligible to vote in an 
election if they are:
• at least 18 years old;
• a Canadian citizen and;
• has resided in Alberta for the 6 consecutive months immediately preceding election day 

and is resident in the area on election day.

A poll may be demanded in the Town of Strathmore by electors equal in number to at least:
• in the case of a municipality other than a summer village, by electors of the municipality 

equal in number to at least 10% of the population and
• in the case of a summer village, by 10% of the electors of the summer village

In accordance with the provisions of section 223 of the Municipal Government Act and in 
accordance with the provisions of section 251 of the Municipal Government Act.

The petition for a vote must be received by the Chief Administrative Officer within 15 days of 
the last publication of this notice and shall contain on each page “an accurate and identical 
statement of the purpose of the petition”.

(Further requirements of the petition are provided in section 224 of the Municipal Government 
Act.)

Date of the last publication of this notice is 12th day of March 2025.

Land Use Bylaw No.24-23. 
Notice of Public Hearing.
March 19, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
Land Use Bylaw Amending Bylaw No.24-23 
416 and 417 80B Archie Klaiber Trail

Staff received an application for a land use redesignation (Bylaw No. 24-23) of 416 & 417 80B 
Archie Klaiber Trail (Block 31 Plan 7260 JK and Block 6 Plan 9411772) to facilitate the development 
of childcare services. These properties are currently designated as CHWY – Commercial Highway 
District in the Land Use Bylaw (LUB). At present, childcare services are not listed as a use in the 
district.

Public Hearing Process
A copy of the proposed Bylaws may be inspected by the public during regular office hours, 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday at the Town Office (1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, AB), or can be 
found on the Town website (https://strathmore.ca/en/town-hall/public-hearings.aspx). Please 
contact the Town Office if you would like an opportunity to review and provide input on the 
proposed amendments prior to the Public Hearing.

The Public Hearing will be held via ZOOM AND in Council Chambers, Strathmore Municipal 
Building, 1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore Alberta on Wednesday, March 19, 2025, commencing at 
7:00pm with procedures in accordance with the Municipal Government Act, Section 199 and the 
Town of Strathmore Council Procedural Bylaw #23-17 and amendments thereto. Any person or 
group of persons, or person acting on someone’s behalf, who claims to be affected by any of 
the proposed bylaw may present suggestions or concerns by making a submission to the public 
hearing. Please contact Please contact Legislative Services at lsadmin@strathmore.ca by 12:00 
noon on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, in order to register to present.

Written submissions to the Public Hearing or the name of any person wishing to make an 
oral presentation at the Public Hearing must be received by the Planning and Development 
Department prior to 12:00 noon on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 as outlined in Bylaw #23-17 and 
amendments thereto. If your written submission is not received by this time, please provide 
fifteen (15) copies for distribution at the Public Hearing. Each person wishing to address Council 
at the Public Hearing shall complete their verbal presentation within three minutes.

Please note that written submissions will become public documents once submitted to the Town, 
unless otherwise requested.

Please contact Legislative Services at (403) 934 3133 prior to attending a Public Hearing to 
determine the order of Bylaw presentations in the Council Agenda to ensure efficient use of 
your time.

Land Use Bylaw No. 25-04. 
Notice of Public Hearing.
March 19, 2025 at 7 p.m.
Land Use Bylaw Amending Bylaw No. 25-04 
Lakewood Phase 2B
Staff received an application for a land use redesignation (Bylaw No. 25-04) for Lakewood Phase 
2B to facilitate the development of various residential and public service districts, including:

• R1N – Single Detached Residential (Narrow Lot) District, District Overlay
• R2 – Low-Density Residential District (Overlay), District Overlay
• R2X – Medium-Density Attached Housing District (Overlay), District Overlay
• R3 – High-Density Residential District (Overlay), District Overlay
• P1 (MR) – Public Service District (Municipal Reserve)
• P1 (PUL) – Public Service District (Public Utility Lot)
• Municipal Road

Currently, these properties are designated as R1S – Single Detached Residential (Small Lot) 
District and R1N – Single Detached Residential (Narrow Lot) District under the Land Use Bylaw 
(LUB).

The developer is requesting a reduction in side yard setbacks for all proposed housing types 
within Phase 2B, decreasing the requirement from 1.5m to 1.2m. To accommodate this request, 
staff propose a Direct Control District Overlay, which would permit a 1.2m side yard setback while 
maintaining all other regulations specified in the parent land use districts.

Public Hearing Process
A copy of the proposed Bylaws may be inspected by the public during regular office hours, 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday at the Town Office (1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, AB), or can be 
found on the Town website (https://strathmore.ca/en/town-hall/public-hearings.aspx). Please 
contact the Town Office if you would like an opportunity to review and provide input on the 
proposed amendments prior to the Public Hearing.

The Public Hearing will be held via ZOOM AND in Council Chambers, Strathmore Municipal 
Building, 1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore Alberta on Wednesday, March 19, 2025, commencing at 
7 p.m. with procedures in accordance with the Municipal Government Act, Section 199 and the 
Town of Strathmore Council Procedural Bylaw #23-17 and amendments thereto. Any person or 
group of persons, or person acting on someone’s behalf, who claims to be affected by any of 
the proposed bylaw may present suggestions or concerns by making a submission to the public 
hearing. Please contact Please contact Legislative Services at lsadmin@strathmore.ca by noon 
on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, in order to register to present.

Written submissions to the Public Hearing or the name of any person wishing to make an 
oral presentation at the Public Hearing must be received by the Planning and Development 
Department prior to noon on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 as outlined in Bylaw #23-17 and 
amendments thereto. If your written submission is not received by this time, please provide 
fifteen (15) copies for distribution at the Public Hearing. Each person wishing to address Council 
at the Public Hearing shall complete their verbal presentation within three minutes. 

*Please note that written submissions will become public documents once submitted to the 
Town, unless otherwise requested.

Please contact Legislative Services at 403-934-3133 prior to attending a Public Hearing to 
determine the order of Bylaw presentations in the Council Agenda to ensure efficient use of 
time.

It’s property assessment season. 
Property Assessment Notices.
Property Assessment Notices are mailed each year in February. When you 
receive your notice please review it carefully, as there’s a couple things for you 
to keep in mind.
In Alberta, property assessments are governed by regulations outlined in the 
Municipal Government Act, ensuring a fair system that promotes an equitable 
distribution of municipal taxes. Property assessments in Strathmore are based 
on the market value of each property as of July 1, 2024, and the property’s 
physical condition as of December 31, 2024. 
The Customer Review Period is an important time for property owners to check, 
compare and review their assessment for accuracy, fairness and equity. When 
you receive your notice, there’s a few things you should do.
• Review your assessment: Once you receive your letter, take time to review 

the details carefully. This assessment will provide important information 
about your property value.

• Contact information: If you have any questions or concerns about your 
assessment, let us know! You can contact our Taxation Department at tax@
strathmore.ca

• Appeal process: If you believe there is an error in your assessment, you 
ahve the right to appeal. If you’d like to appeal your assessment you 
have until April 28, 2025 to do so. All complaints must be submitted using 
the Assessment Review Board Complaint form, available on our website. 
Detailed instructions on how to file an appeal will be included in your 
letter and you can find more information about the appeal process on our 
website, Strathmore.ca/Assessment

• Payment deadlines: Be aware of any deadlines for payments or appeals 
mentioned in your letter to avoid any penalties.

For more information, visit Strathmore.ca/Assessment




