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This great family home features 6 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, walkout basement & double 
attached garage. New A/C. Located close to 

schools, sports facilities, playgrounds & 
hospital. Quick possession. MLS # A2291394

FREE Home Evaluation

Carey L. Rose
403-934-0781

Strathmore Denture Clinic StrathmoreDenture

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228
www.strathmoredentureclinic.com

219C 3rd Avenue, Across from the Post Office

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

La Shaun Andrews 
403-850-4593 

Lashaun@
heartandsoldyyc.com

Ashlee Samaska 
403-990-4962 

             Ashlee@
  heartandsoldyyc.
                 com
The Mother Daughter 

team that Treats You 

like Family!

REAL ESTATE (FIRST)

 “ONCE IN 
A LIFETIME! 

Live, rental income, 
home based business 

Two Homes on one 
exceptional Property!

A2280272A2280272

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore is consid-
ering changes to the way it offers 
incentives to physicians for bringing 
their services to the local commu-
nity. 

Recognizing the challenges cur-
rently being experienced through 
provincial jurisdiction, the Town of 
Strathmore has been aiming to at-
tempt to reduce impacts to local res-
idents.

The town has made efforts to lob-
by the province for increased medi-
cal services and supports, as well as 
to establish new programs to attract 
primary care physicians to the local 
community.

“Over the past couple years, the 
town established two new grant 
programs to assist with physician 
attraction. They were the physician 
sponsorship grant policy, and the 
physician incentive program policy,” 
said Johnathan Strathdee, manager 
of legislative services.

The physician sponsorship grant 
policy, adopted in May 2024, was 
the result of discussions with the lo-
cal medical office, engagement with 
external stakeholders, and review 
with the Alberta College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons. 

The grant was developed to reim-
burse a local medical office which 
sponsored an internationally-trained 
physician through the program. 
Since the policy was put into place, 
only one application was submitted. 
The application was successful.

“It brought in one new doctor to 
our community, which was great, 
but for this reason, we are going 
to be proposing that this policy be 
amended to change a sponsorship 
grant total from three awards total-
ling $90,000 to one grant totalling 
$30,000,” said Strathdee. 

Continued on Page 4

Families from across the community gathered for an evening of music and celebration during the 7th Annual 

St. Patrick’s Jelly Bean Dance, hosted by the Strathmore Parents Association of Expressions.

The “Four Leaf Frolic” took place on March 14 at the Strathmore Civic Centre, featured an evening of danc-

ing along with a variety of activities for families. Attendees enjoyed a concession, face painting, temporary 

tattoos, games, and prizes throughout the night.

Four leaf frolic

Doctor 
incentives

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!
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Zone hosts

ICE storm

129 2nd Avenue
Inside the Strathmore Business Centre

Office Hours Office Hours Monday-Thursday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Now Open! 
FAMILY AND 

WALK-IN CLINIC
Join the waiting list!

Opening Hours: 
Mon - Friday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Country Plaza, Unit A, 510 

Highway 1, Strathmore
www.countryplazamedical.ca  

403-361-8364
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Town receives Q3 
2025 policing report
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Local crime numbers are noted to be 
down from last year, though still present 
as being above local historical averages, 
according to the most recent quarterly re-
port.

Staff Sgt. Mark Wielgosz presented the 
Strathmore RCMP’s Q3 2025 report befo-
re the Committee of the Whole during the 
March 11 meeting in council chambers. 

The report presented before council 
summarized policing initiatives and results 
achieved by local RCMP between Oct. 1 
and Dec. 31, 2025.

Among the regular programs operated 
by local police is the habitual offender ma-
nagement program, which in Q3 consisted 
of monitoring 12 habitual offenders, five 
of whom reside in Strathmore.

“The checks during that quarter did not 
identify any violations or breaches at that 
time, so we are obviously quite pleased 
that those individuals are again living a 
law-abiding lifestyle and not coming to our 
attention in a negative way,” said Wielgosz. 

The security screw program, which ori-
ginated in Strathmore in 2022, continues 
to aid in reduction of license plate theft in 
the local region.

Wielgosz reported that not only are lo-
cal dealerships adopting the fasteners as 
standard issue on their product vehicles, 
but police in Drumheller have expressed 
interest in also adopting the practice. 

“We do find a large percentage of our 
theft from motor vehicles have historically 

been theft of license plates. That includes 
our rural areas as well, so this has been 
a useful tool for residents,” he said. “We 
are happy that (some dealerships) have 
purchased their own fasteners and had the 
uptake with that.”

Though break and enters, thefts of and 
from motor vehicles throughout quarter 
three were reduced from last year during 
the same time period, they are still above 
local historical averages.

Wielgosz added that for several reports 
of break and enters, there have been some 
occasions of the report being unsubstanti-
ated and no evidence of misconduct was 
discovered.

“Most of the occurrences that we are 
seeing in those areas are again, still com-
mitted by habitual offenders – people who 
do not live in our area. Most of the occur-
rences that we are seeing are stolen vehi-
cles that are dumped in our area,” he said. 
“With respect to those crimes, offenders 
were charged in seven out of the 11 thefts, 
whether in our area or as they were iden-
tified in vehicles in neighbouring jurisdic-
tions, so we were able to ensure that the 
investigations were carried through and 
charges were laid.”

Wielgosz explained he remains concer-
ned that theft of or from vehicles is no-
ted to take place as crimes of opportunity, 
noting occasions where keys were left in 
the ignition and the victim’s vehicle was 
running while it was unattended. 

He aims to continue educating the pu-
blic to ensure they are properly safeguar-
ding their property.

26033HE1

The Holy Cross Collegiate Hawks senior 
boys basketball team hosted the 2A Boys 
South Central Zone Championship tourna-
ment on March 13–14, drawing teams from 
across the region. The Hawks opened the 
tournament with a 91-55 loss to Didsbury 
on Friday. Holy Cross regrouped and came 
back strong in their second game, defeat-
ing the Acme Redmen 93-75. In the con-
solation round, the Hawks faced Prairie 
Christian Academy in a close contest. The 
home team battled hard, but Prairie Chris-
tian Academy pulled out an 81-73 victory.

Joe Lepage Photos

Hawks host zones
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County approves new fire 
equipment purchase 
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County council has approved the ex-
penditure of $112,530 for the purchase of new 
safety equipment for the Dalum Fire Protection 
Association.

The request made of the county was to facilitate 
the purchase of self-contained breathing appara-
tuses (SCBA) and related equipment. The county’s 
approval was made during the March 3 council 
meeting.

The county’s contribution fulfills their obligati-
on to contribute 60 per cent of expenses relating 
to the association’s equipment needs.

“Twice a year, the fire capital committee meets. 
They met again in early February and as part of 
the discussion, there was a resolution that arose 
out of this to request the county to provide some 
funding for the SCBA,” said Joel Chiasson, interim 
general manager of community and development 
services. “It is some safety equipment that they 
wear along with some air tanks and the new com-
pressor. This ask includes eight new SCBA pieces. 
During the discussion point in the meeting, they 
emphasized ensuring that it is similar or the same 
equipment as the rest of the fire associations and 
the county fire halls just so that they can have 
consistency and share equipment in emergencies 
when needed.”

The funding is to be taken from the county’s 
Fire Capital Reserve and is to be noted in the 2026 
operating budget once it comes to finality. 

Approval of the request for funding to purchase 
new SCBA equipment was made, citing that cur-
rent equipment is outdated and under an older, 
pre-2018 National Fire Protection Association sa-
fety standard. 

Upon the acquisition of the new equipment, the 
Dalum Fire Protection Association will be brought 
up to date with the other seven departments pre-
sent throughout the county and will be able to 
support collaboration at larger incidents.

“As part of this … they also talked about, once 
they have consistent equipment, of inventorying 
the dates and starting a lifecycle replacement plan 
for all of the county and association SCBA equip-
ment,” said Chiasson. “This specific request from 
Dalum was just to ensure that their current equip-
ment gets up to date, as well as their compressor, 
which is also very old.”

It was indicated to council that the Dalum Ru-
ral Fire Association had gathered the necessary 
finances to pay for their 40 per cent share of the 
expense, as per their existing agreement with the 
county. 

Coun. Rick Laursen motioned that council ap-
prove the request as outlined in their agenda 
package. This motion was passed unanimously 
without further discussion or questions by council.

Town approves repair of civic center 
doors, addition of north entrance
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore is aiming to have the 
sliding doors leading into the Civic Center repai-
red by summer, as well as taking the opportunity 
to increase accessibility to the facility. 

The expenditure of $50,000 to be allocated from 
the financial stabilization reserve was approved 
during the March 11 meeting.

“Due to extreme weather conditions, age of the 
doors, as well as extreme use, the exterior door 
(of the civic center) is starting to function inter-
mittently, especially during cold weather events,” 
said Mark Pretzlaff, director of community and 
protective services for the Town of Strathmore. 
“Staff have tried to do their best with preventative 
maintenance and regular callouts, but it appears 
that this door has now reached its end of life.”

With the exterior door to the civic center 
malfunctioning, staff and residents are effectively 
required to enter the facility from the pool or high 
school entrances, as there is currently no effective 
alternative. 

During his presentation to council, Pretzlaff in-
dicated three possible options suggested by admi-
nistration, ranging in cost from $30,000 to $70,000 
respectively. 

The first option indicated was to simply replace 
the malfunctioning sliding doors and motor and 
return the facility to a fully operational condition. 

Administration recommended that council ap-
prove the replacement of the doors and motor, as 
well as to renovate the vestibule to create a secon-

dary swing door entrance in the event of future 
malfunctions or damage. 

The third option, and notably the most expen-
sive, would be to have approved the replacement 
of the current sliding doors with two swing doors, 
including a door for accessibility. 

Pretzlaff noted to council that the original swing 
doors on the facility were replaced with sliding 
doors following an incident of damage to the old 
doors resulting in the handles being ripped off.

“I like all three options, but I definitely think … 
replacing the exterior sliding doors and adding 
this single swing door to the north vestibule wall, 
and while it certainly is going to add $20,000 in 
cost, I think just for emergency purposes, this 
just seems like the absolute best plan moving for-
ward,” said Coun. Brent Wiley. 

Following approval from council, administrati-
on is required to secure additional quotes for the 
repair and renovation as per the town’s procure-
ment policy. 

It is anticipated that the repair of the malfuncti-
oning doors will take between four and six weeks 
to complete. 

In the meantime, weather allowing, the doors 
can be opened so long as the building’s heating 
system is not forced to be taxed for doing so. 

Regarding a long-term approach, administration 
may return before council at a later date to discuss 
potentially more durable doors, or upgrades to 
the facility in order to protect the equipment and 
preserve it for longer periods before replacement 
becomes inevitably required. 

26033AA2
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Thought for Thought for 
the Weekthe Week

~  ~  
Could it be Could it be 

that love cures that love cures 
people - both people - both 
the ones who the ones who 

give it and give it and 
the ones who the ones who 

receive it.receive it.

SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLY  (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  
www.sacredhc.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY

3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494   www.c3connect.ca

Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson

Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.

C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE 
CHURCH

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171

Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time 

of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 
1st service 9:00am

2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Brandon Trotter
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

GOD’S QUESTIONS

To a people experiencing 
economic and political 
distress, God, through the 
prophet Isaiah, asks, “Why 
do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” While it’s 
an ancient question, it is 
remarkably appropriate in our 
modern society, where we are 
inundated daily with promises 
that this or that product or 
experience is exactly what will 
satisfy our life’s needs and 
desires. Except, of course, 
most of those promises never 
prove true, at least not in the 
long run. And yet, we still buy 
into those promises again and 
again – until circumstances 
change for the worse and we 
can no longer even hope to 
acquire the thing we’ve come 
to believe we need.
The irony in God’s original 
question is that it comes in the 
middle of God’s invitation: “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and you that have 

no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without 
price … Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may 
live.” 
God is laying out a great feast, 
a bounty that will last a lifetime 
and even longer. So why waste 
your life in unsatisfying pursuits 
when a feast of real food that 
truly satisfies is available for the 
asking?
The invitation to a great feast 
may seem out of place during 
Lent. But the true thrust of both 
Lent and God’s invitation to the 
great banquet are the same – 
take the opportunity to return 
to God. “Seek the Lord while 
he may be found and call upon 
him while he is near.”
Even with its focus on fasting 
and self-denial, Lent is still a 
most 

Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Continued from Page 1

“When we talked to those medical 
offices, that was around how much the 
sponsorship grant fee or sponsorship 
fee was for those medical offices.”

Strathdee added there has been sig-
nificantly more interest expressed in 
the physician incentive program policy, 
which has to date brought in two new 
medical offices into the local communi-
ty, resulting in four more doctors.

Administration is recommending that 
the town’s resources be allocated to the 
latter policy as opposed to continuing to 
offer resources that are not being used 
for the international sponsorship pro-
gram.

“I would agree with reducing the in-
ternational sponsorship policy so that 
we can bring more to bear on this as-
pect. I have already had, and I believe 
our CAO has had conversations with an 
existing longtime doctor who has some 
plans regarding a clinic and possibly 
bringing in a physician,” said Mayor Pat 
Fule. “This would give us some more 
flexibility, some more ability to help out 
in situations like that on a case-by-case 
basis, as a council would decide.”

It was outlined during the March 11 
committee of the whole meeting, that 
council may wish to create a medical 
services committee in order to better 
oversee the management and allocation 
of resources for the purposes of attract-
ing medical staff and assets. 

Should council ultimately decide to 
establish a new medical services com-
mittee, through which a mandate, mem-
bership, and resources would be man-
aged for attracting medical interests, a 
new bylaw will have to be passed at a 
future council meeting. 

This, however, would require a signif-
icant amount of the town’s resources by 
itself in order to commit to coordinating 
meetings, supporting procedures, and 
committee reports.

Town considers 
new approach 
for attracting 
physicians

Join violinist Diana Cohen concertmaster of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Roman Rabinovitch winner of thee 2008 Arthur Rubinstein International Piano Com-
petition for and evening of Music. 
April 25, 2026 - 7:30 pm  - A RECITAL 
Strathmore United Church 410 Fourth Street, Strathmore, AB 
Final Concert of Season 8 
Adult - $40.00 
Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under 

Tickets can be purchased at the Vault Cultural Collective or online at 
www.smoreuc.com with etransfer smoretreasurer@gmail.com. 
Online purchases must be picked up at the door the night of the concert.  
Concerts are held at Strathmore United Church 410-4th St., Strathmore 

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS 
Diana Cohen & Roman Rabinovich 

Opening Act  
7 pm 

Community support needed 
for advanced diagnostic 
services in Strathmore
STRATHMORE DISTRICT HEALTH FOUNDATION RELEASE

The Strathmore District Health Foundation invites munici-
palities, organizations, and members of the public to submit 
letters of support advocating for a CT scanner and/or an 
MRI for Strathmore. 

These letters will play a vital role in demonstrating the 
community’s need for improved diagnostic services and 
strengthening the case for investment with our MLA and 
Alberta Health Services.

Access to advanced imaging is essential for emergency 
physicians and frontline healthcare teams. A CT scanner or 
MRI in Strathmore would support timely diagnoses, enhan-
ce emergency care, improve chronic disease management, 
and reduce the burden on seniors and families who current-
ly travel to Calgary for essential services.

The first step in this process is gathering public letters of 
support. These letters will help quantify demand, highlight 

lived experiences, and demonstrate 
unified regional advocacy.  The foun-
dation will use this collective input to 
advance discussions with Alberta He-
alth Services and provincial decision 
makers. 

Your voice will directly strengthen 
the case for bringing essential di-
agnostic equipment closer to home 
and improving healthcare access for 
thousands of residents in Strathmore 
and surrounding communities.

Please send letters of support by 
mail (200 Brent Blvd, Strathmore, AB 
T1P 1T8) or  via email (strathmorehos-
pitalfoundation@gmail.com).

Thank you for your support.
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Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

There is nothing like fresh produce in the 
peak season of summer. However, when not 
available, frozen produce is an excellent 
substitute. On a weight basis, frozen foods 
are less expensive. Also they are just as nu-
tritious as fresh, being picked at their peak 
ripeness. Frozen foods are already prepped 
so they save you time in the kitchen. 
Glaucoma is an eye disease caused by 

high pressure within the eye. The condition 
is effectively treated with prescription eye 
drops. Age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD) is a loss of vision in the central part 
of the eye but not the outer edge of the visu-
al field.. Those vitamin formulas (AREDS) 
may be helpful for AMD but will not help 
glaucoma. 
Those skin patches, called transdermal 

patches, each contain a measured amount 
of medication to be released slowly over 
time. They should not be cut in half. This 
could result in the release of medication 
too quickly resulting in an overdose. If in 
doubt, check with your pharmacist. To dis-
pose of a used patch, fold the sticky sides 
together and store away from children. 
Are you a bathroom reader? Evidently, 

prolonged sitting on the toilet is a major 
cause of hemorrhoids. It puts extra pressure 
on the veins in your rectum causing them 
to swell. It is best to limit toilet time to 5 to 
10 minutes, avoid straining, ensure enough 
fibre in your diet, drink plenty of water, 
and stay active. And don’t take your smart 
phone into the bathroom. 

KKeeeeppiinngg  IItt  SSiimmppllee

Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)

KKeeeeppiinngg  IItt  SSiimmppllee

Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)

We service all makes and models without the drive.
Complimentary shuttle service and courtesy vehicles! 

Same day appointments available!

Call us today at 403 934 3334

Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?

Chantelle de Jonge
MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2  Avenuend

P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Strathmore to host 
U16C ringette provincials
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Minor Ringette Association (SMRA) is ge-
aring up to host the U16C provincials for the first time in 
several years, come March 20-22. 

Leanne Mohr, director of division coordinators for the 
SMRA, explained the tournament will host the top eight 
teams from across the province to compete in a round robin 
tourney, followed by bracketed playoffs.

“This is what teams work towards every year … in order 
to qualify, you have to go through playoff games, and then 
they always have a certain number of teams from the south, 
and a certain number of teams from the north,” she said. 
“Every team, basically you go through three sessions. Ses-
sion one is your beginning of the season, then session two, 
those games matter in where you fall in your session three 
pool. Session three is playoffs.”

She added that there are typically between two and four 
pools of teams that participate in those playoffs. From there, 
the top teams from each pool earn their place at the provin-
cial tournament. 

This time around, Strathmore Ice having earned their 
place as opposed to simply being the host municipality, they 
will be joined by two teams from Calgary; Airdrie, Red Deer, 
Edmonton, Spruce Grove, and Sherwood Park.

 “It is a big deal for our association. There is a lot of be-
hind the scenes planning and organizing. Our tournament 
coordinator has been in charge, but we all tried to help her 
out as best we can,” said Mohr. “Because our tournament 
was so late, we did not get to focus on this until after our 
home tournament, which was at the end of January. It has 
been a busy February and March.”

The majority of games will take place at the Strathmore 

Family Center Arena, however due to scheduling necessity, 
the Standard arena will also be utilized. 

The bid to host the event was required to be submitted 
through Ringette Alberta. Mohr explained that a successful 
big largely boils down to ice availability, but a host municip-
ality must also be able to comfortably receive the volume of 
traffic anticipated for the event. 

“From the past, I don’t think there are many people left 
who would have helped because it has been a while. It was 
definitely before COVID-19,” added Mohr. “Definitely, we 
will have some learning lessons from this weekend for sure 
moving forward if we have the opportunity to host again.”

March 20 will see the opening ceremonies take place, 
officially launching the tournament. The medal games and 
award ceremonies will take place on Sunday, March 22.

The Strathmore ICE 
U14C team scored 
early and often en 
route to a 7-0 win over 
the Airdire Sting on 
March 14 at the Strath-
more Family Centre. 
Despite the large win, 
the ICE lost 4-3 on the 
road in Rockyford on 
March 15.

Joe Lepage Photos

Big win
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LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA
@LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

DON’T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR THE 
LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!

BUILT BY

TRUSTED BUILDERS

BUILT BY
TRUSTED BUILDERS
Design Your Perfect Home Book NowDesign Your Perfect Home Book Now

403-615-9174 | kellykustomhomes.ca403-615-9174 | kellykustomhomes.ca

Your Dream. Designed
From the Ground Up.

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

March 26, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Committee of the Whole
April 7, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

April 8, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | ASB Meeting
For call-in details, access links, and agenda packages, please visit our website.

https://wheatlandcounty.ca/agendasandminutes/

Province supports seniors housing
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

With the population of Alberta in-
exorably moving towards breaching 
one million seniors, the Provincial 
Government is taking greater strides 
towards making supported housing 
more accessible.

An announcement was made March 
12, committing an additional $200 mil-
lion for the construction and renovati-
on of seniors’ lodge facilities across the 
province. 

Jason Nixon, minister of assisted li-
ving and social services, estimated the 
senior population within Alberta will 
cross the million-person threshold by 
2035.

“Alberta’s government works closely 
with our partners to support seniors’ 
access to housing in our province and 
to keep up with the growing demand. 
This is especially true in rural com-
munities that may not have the same 
access to senior housing,” said Nixon. 
“We have heard from Albertans time 
and time again that they want to age 
in the communities that they call home 
and that they have helped build.”

Over 25,000 provincially subsidized 
units specifically for housing seniors 
currently operate in Alberta. Another 
30,000 subsidized long-term care and 
continuing care spaces are primarily 
utilized by senior populations.

The $200 million earmarked for se-
niors’ lodges is being made available 
through the Seniors Lodge Moderniza-
tion Program, aiming to support over 
1,000 seniors’ living units. 

The province anticipates the intake 
for Seniors Lodge Modernization Pro-
gram applications to open this fall but 

did not provide an exact implementati-
on timeline.

Glenn Koester, chair of the Wheat-
land Housing Management Board, said 
prior to the announcement, the board 
had not heard any word from the pro-
vince regarding the implementation of 
the program. 

“Staff up in Edmonton, they reach 
out to our administrators at the office 
probably a week or two before if there 
is anything for us,” he said. “If there is 
a new component to it, I haven’t heard 
about it before, so I’m still not sure 
what the new component is exactly … 
or what we will be applying for.”

Koester suggested that the Wheatland 
Housing Management Board would be 
reaching out to the Alberta Seniors and 
Community Housing Association follo-
wing their next board meeting for more 
information and clarification about the 
new program.

Conversations regarding the pro-
posed new lodge in Strathmore have 
been ongoing since 2020, with support 
being gathered from several surroun-
ding municipalities. Local senior popu-
lations are anticipated to nearly double 
scaling from 2019 census numbers esti-
mated until 2029.

The Wheatland Housing Manage-
ment Board has failed multiple times 
in their application to receive funding 
from the province to support the build 
– without which, it is unable to conti-
nue.

The last notification of an unsucces-
sful application was delivered to the 
WHMB in July 2025. Since then, the 
board has been awaiting the next fun-
ding application window and aiming to 
advance the classification of its project 
budget.
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Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

ATHABASCA CLINIC
Every 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month

Call to inquire at: 1-866-526-8663

Hearing Evaluations
Free tests for seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!

We Provide:
Latest Technology

 - all digital hearing aid models
Repairs to all models

30 day trial period
We are AADL, WCB, NIHB, DVA

providers

Qualified Hearing Care Professional

202 Second Avenue, Strathmore

403-901-6332

Hearing Evaluations   |   Free Tests for Seniors
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Qualified Hearing Care Professionals

We Provide:

• Latest Technology 
 - all digital hearing aid models

• Repairs to 
 all models

• 30 day trial period

We are AADL, WCB, 
NIHB, DVA providers

Blazing season for local ringette teams
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Local players on the Zone 2 AA Bla-
zers ringette teams have had a success 
season, with a pair of squads winning a 
provincial championship.

Locklyn Hayes, Kaylee Lester, Hayden 
Paschal and Hayden Darago of Strath-
more captured provincial gold with 
the U14AA Blazers and will represent 
Team Alberta at the Western Canadian 
Ringette Championships in Saskatoon 
from March 18–21.

Meanwhile Rina Greenslade, Addis-
on Hazelwood, Kyla Koester, and Jen-
na Herriot, along with Brooklyn Munro 
of Rockyford, of the U19AA Blaze won 
provincials and will head to the Cana-
dian Ringette Championships in Otta-
wa from March 31 to April 5.

The U16AA Blaze competed in one 
of the most impressive and talented 
divisions, battling hard in every game 
and demonstrating remarkable skill, 
teamwork, and resilience. Kendall Les-
ter, Avery Clark and Kalie Croft of Stra-
thmore, along with Jaden Nelson of 
Standard represented the area on the 
U16AA Blaze.

“(It was) a sense of relief and overw-
helming pride,” said U14AA head coach 
Tim Smith. “We had 56 wins and only 
one loss the entire season; we had a 
team that excelled from the first game 
of the year to the last. The girls had a 
target on their back in every game and 
tournament we played this season. The 
fear I had was that others would im-
prove at a greater rate than us and we 
would not be the same dominant team 
at the end of the season as we were at 
the start. I am very proud of the team 
that we were able to not only maintain 
our advantage but probably extend in 
some areas. To have that type of consis-
tency for over six months at the highest 
level of play is a real feather in the cap 
of each player on the team.”

The U14AA started the season in the 
Rusty Ring tournament and won all six 
games, so by a wide margin. The team 
also went on to win the St. Albert Tur-
key Ring, Saskatoon BPM tournament, 
and the Calgary Golden Ring tourna-
ment. They knew right away they had 
a great team.

The turning point in the season came 
during a tournament a half dozen 
weeks into the season.

“The one loss that we had in the seas-
on, which was in November, really mo-

ved us forward. We outshot the team 
68-24 and came up short,” said Smith. 
“This lesson was hard for the team due 
to it being a gold medal game in a tour-
nament, but it also was a wakeup call 
to let our team know that nothing is a 
certainty in sport, and we must find a 
way to hopefully not let that happen 
again.”

Luckily, they didn’t, winning all the 
games afterwards.

“I am fortunate to have a great lea-
dership team including the other coa-
ches, that as simple as it sounds, just 
love the game,” said Smith. “We had 
amazing consistency in work ethic, 
game play and team dynamics throug-
hout the year. It was a truly special seas-
on with so much success on and off the 
ice. Strathmore Ringette should be very 
proud of their hometown athletes that 
contributed so much to our success.”

Meanwhile, the U19AA achieved gre-
at success in the biggest games. Despite 
not being a top-ranked team heading 
into provincial, the Blaze elevated their 
game.

“I was just so excited and so proud of 
this team – we faced a lot of adversity 
this season and grew so much as indi-
viduals and as a group,” said coach Jen-
na Garner. “Coming into provincials we 
were the sixth-ranked team, so coming 
out first was an incredible achievement, 
and felt so deserved. The competition 
in Alberta is very strong, and our team 
truly earned every second of the suc-
cess we claimed, not only in the final 
game, but all weekend long.”

Despite having a young team and a 
new coaching staff, Garner said it took 
some time to sort out the team dyna-
mics and for the first year players to 
settle into the pace of U19AA. The big 
turning point was following a dominant 
performance at the Esso Golden Ring 
tournament in January, where the Blaze 
went 6-0 and won the gold. 

According to Garner, the team started 
to believe they had what it took to win 
and started to eye a provincial champi-
onship.

“This team has so much heart and 
grit,” said Garner, who grew up in 
Rockyford. “I may be biased, but I truly 
believe that Zone 2, and our team in 
particular, is home to some of the most 
resilient, strong, and passionate players 
in all of Alberta. Despite all the challen-
ges we faced this season, this team has 
developed such a strong bond – their 
chemistry is incredible and has been a 

huge reason for our success.”
The Zone 2 AA program brings to-

gether athletes from Airdrie, Cochrane, 
Indus, Standard, Strathmore, Rockyford 
and Okotoks, combining top players 
from these associations to form a re-
gional team that competes at Alberta’s 
highest level of ringette for their age 
group.

For athletes from smaller communi-
ties east, north and south of Calgary, 
the program provides an opportunity 
to develop and compete at an elite le-

vel while still representing the associa-
tions where their ringette journeys first 
began.

Several players on the Blaze roster 
first learned the sport in local arenas 
throughout Wheatland County and sur-
rounding communities before earning 
their place on these highly competitive 
teams. Their success at the provincial 
level reflects the dedication of athle-
tes, coaches and volunteers, as well as 
the strength of grassroots ringette pro-
grams across the region.

U19AAU19AAU16AAU16AAU14AAU14AA

The Strathmore High School Spartans 
senior boys basketball team is heading to 
provincials after a strong showing at the 
zone championships. The Spartans fin-
ished second at the 4A Zone basketball 
tournament, earning a berth at the up-
coming provincial championships in Le-
thbridge March 19-21. The Spartans will 
open the tournament on March 19 (12:45 
p.m.) when they square off versus Father 
Lacombe of Calgary.

Photo Courtesy of of SHS

Going to provincials
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RCMP warn public 
of spring scams
ALBERTA RCMP

The Alberta RCMP is advising that 
with the change of season comes an 
increase in certain scams. RCMP are 
already responding to reports of pa-
ving and distraction/gold scams.

Paving scams are very common. 
Contractors claim to have leftover ma-
terials from previous jobs and offer 
to pave driveways and parking lots 
at reduced pricing. Companies may 
use business names that suggest they 
are affiliated with a government road 
maintenance department and typically 
provide false addresses or contact in-
formation. 

After contractors collect payment 
and disappear from the area, custo-
mers discover the materials used are 
poor quality and the work is unprofes-
sional. Victims are sometimes left una-
ble to contact the scammers and face 
expensive asphalt repairs or in other 
incidents, the contractors attempt to 
intimidate the customer into paying 
after the work is completed for poor 
product and services. 

Keep the following tips in mind to 
avoid falling victim to a paving scam:

• Ask for names of previous custo-
mers and verify that they were satis-
fied with the work.

• Research the company through 
the Better Business Bureau in Alber-
ta, the Consumer Investigations Unit, 
your local Rural Crime Watch, or on 
social media.

• Obtain a written quote that inclu-
des the full business name, address, 
phone number, GST number, as well 
as provincial and municipal license 
numbers, if applicable.

• Quotes should specify the quanti-
ty and quality of materials being offe-
red. Be skeptical if contractors decline 
to provide this information.

• Seek estimates from reputable 
companies to compare costs.

• Do not agree to a contract if you 

feel pressured or if the contractor re-
fuses to take “no” for an answer.

• Be leery of unsolicited offers. If it 
sounds too good to be true, it proba-
bly is!

• Do not pay for services upfront, 
before the work is done.

Distraction/Gold scams mostly oc-
cur in retail parking lots. Victim is 
approached by a seemingly stranded 
motorist. Scammer claim they need 
money for food, gas, or airfare to get 
home, and offer fake gold or jewellery 
for exchange. The scammer often cites 
hardship, such as the recent death of 
a family member, or referencing sad-
looking children in their vehicles in 
order to solicit a sympathetic response 
from victims. The scammers will sell 
what turns out to be fake jewelry or 
use distraction techniques to remove 
real jewellery from a victim.

Keep the following tips in mind to 
avoid falling victim to distraction/gold 
scams:

• Always remain vigilant
• Secure your valuables. 
• Be cautious of strangers in your 

personal space or attempting to hug 
or touch you.

• Trust your instincts and don’t be 
afraid to say no or yell for help if you 
feel uncomfortable.

• Walk away from any suspicious 
person or behaviour. 

If you have been the victim of or 
have information regarding a scam in 
your area, call your local police or to 
contact the RCMP non-emergency line 
while in any Alberta RCMP jurisdic-
tion, call 310-RCMP(7267). If you wish 
to remain anonymous, you can con-
tact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS), online at www.P3Tips.com or 
by using the “P3 Tips” app available 
through the Apple App or Google Play 
Store. To report crime online, or for 
access to RCMP news and informati-
on, download the Alberta RCMP app 
through Apple or Google Play.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Viewing March 16 - 21 
NEW LOCATION – Vulcan Lot – From Vulcan, Go 8 Kms (5 Mi) West on Hwy 

534 to 253029 Hwy 534 - Call Stacey 403-485-2440 
*All Items Must Be Removed By Friday March 27th @ 5 pm — Unless Other  

Arrangements Have Been Made. 

CALL NOW TO CONSIGN!

SELLING: BACKHOE; SEEDING & TILLAGE; TRUCK; SIDE BY SIDES; LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT; GRAIN 
HANDLING EQUIPMENT; LAWN MOWERS; YARD & GARDEN EQUIPMENT; TREES; ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES 
& HOUSEHOLD; LUMBER; WATER TANKS & PUMP; SHOP TOOLS & WOODWORKING EQUIPMENT; PLUS MORE!

“Selling is our business,           our ONLY business”

WE ACCEPT INTERACT,  
VISA & MASTERCARDFrank McInenly Auctions Ltd Box 839  •  Vulcan, Alberta   T0L 2B0

For more info. phone 403-485-2440 

   SPRING 2026 
WHEAT COUNTRY EQUIPMENT 

ONLINE/TIMED AUCTIONONLINE/TIMED AUCTION  
SAT-TUES, MARCH 21 - 24SAT-TUES, MARCH 21 - 24

Visit www.mcinenly.com for full listing & photos 

CONSIGNED BY VULCAN COUNTY

26033RR0

The Holy Cross Collegiate Hawks senior girls basketball team is making school history after earning a 
berth at the provincial tournament for the first time ever. The Hawks secured their spot at provincials 
by finishing second at the Zone tournament held in Three Hills, where they earned a wildcard spot at 
provincials. The Hawks will now travel north to compete at the 2A Provincial Basketball Champion-
ships in Peace River from March 19–21. Photo Courtesy of the Holy Cross Collegiate

Hawks make history

The annual Men’s Bonspiel took over the Strath-
more Curling Rink from March 8-15, drawing local 
curling enthusiasts for a week of high-level com-
petition. The local team of skip Scott Garnett, third 
Jason Wilson, second Brennan Fule, and lead Ryan 
Dahl, competed in the A semifinals.

Joe Lepage Photos

Hurry hard
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Strengthening Alberta’s economy
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Alberta’s government continues 
to deliver practical solutions that 
strengthen Alberta’s economy, support 
growing communities, and protect the 
services families rely on. Through Bud-
get 2026 and new policy initiatives, 
we’re focusing on what matters most 
to Albertans: strengthening our energy 
sector, building important infrastructu-
re, and ensuring our province remains 
one of the best places in Canada to 
live, work, and raise a family.

Our government continues to take 
important steps to speed up major 
project approvals and unlock Alber-
ta’s economic potential. A newly-inked 
agreement between Alberta and the 
federal government will streamline en-
vironmental and impact assessments, 
reduce duplication, and ensure provin-
cial expertise leads reviews on projects 
within Alberta’s jurisdiction. By cutting 
unnecessary red tape while maintai-

ning strong environmental standards, 
this agreement will help major projects 
move forward faster, giving investors 
certainty and helping get shovels in 
the ground sooner so more jobs and 
economic opportunities are created for 
Albertans.

Investing in infrastructure that keeps 
people and goods moving remains 
another key priority for our govern-
ment. Budget 2026 invests more than 
$8.3 billion over three years to expand 
highways, improve bridges, and redu-
ce road congestion across the provin-
ce. This includes $2.8 billion for major 
road and bridge construction projects 
and $3.3 billion in capital grants to mu-
nicipalities, supporting vital projects in 
both the greater Calgary and Edmon-
ton regions while strengthening key 
rural economic corridors.

Major transportation upgrades are 
moving ahead across our constituen-
cy, including work along Highway 1 
between Strathmore and Calgary, 
such as engineering for the Conrich/

Locals head to regionals
SARA WALDNER
Strathmore Rusty Spurs

Intermediate and Senior members 
from the Calgary 4-H region are get-
ting together at Olds College for the 
annual Regional Public Speaking 
event. Members from Wheatland, 
Rockyview, Kneehill, Foothills, and 
Mountainview districts will meet to 
compete with amazing, well resear-
ched speeches and presentations for a 
regional speaking title.

We welcome all to come to the event 
to support our future leaders at the 
Werklund Agriculture and Technology 
Centre in Olds College on March 21. 
Speeches will start at 10 a.m., and pre-
sentations will start at 1:30 p.m.

The communications event is a man-
datory part of 4-H and encourages all 

members to step out of their comfort 
zones and develop their public spea-
king capabilities. Many 4-H alumni 
find that the communications event 
has positively affected their lives in 
both personal and professional set-
tings, along with this, members also 
tend to excel in school projects that 
require a public speaking portion.

Competitors had to advance through 
three different levels to get to regio-
nals, winning a first or second place 
to advance. The multiple levels in 4-H 
are as follows: club, areas, districts, re-
gionals and provincials. Club level is 
the only required level and the first 
three welcome all members. Only in-
termediate and senior members are 
allowed to move onto regionals and 
only seniors may advance to provin-
cials.

Garden Road interchange, as well as 
engineering for future interchanges 
at Chestermere High School (High-
way 791), and near the future de Havil-
land Field site. In addition, $16 million 
of funding is secured for the Glenmore 
Trail-Rainbow Road intersection, up-
grading Glenmore Trail intersections at 
Range Roads 283 and 284 starting this 
year.

Additional investments include in-
tersection upgrades at Highways 9 
and 564 with an estimated $8 million 
roundabout. The area is also benefiting 
from $5 million for the Langdon–Glen-
more Trail Stormwater Diversion pro-
ject and more than $10 million in mu-
nicipal grants for local improvements.

Further transportation work inclu-
des design progress on Highway 817 
between Highway 1 and Strathmore 
North and lighting upgrades at the 
Highway 817/564 intersection. In 
Wheatland County, over $7.8 million is 
being invested in key road projects, in-

cluding Township Roads 2250 and 222 
and Range Road 264.

These investments will improve sa-
fety, shorten commute times, and sup-
port the infrastructure that people in 
our growing constituency depend on 
every day.

These actions demonstrate how Al-
berta’s government is delivering practi-
cal results for Albertans. By strengthe-
ning energy partnerships, investing 
in infrastructure, and building new 
schools, our government is ensuring 
Alberta continues to grow while pro-
tecting the services and opportunities 
families depend on for generations to 
come.

As always, please feel free to reach 
out to my office with your feedback 
and questions (Chestermere.Strath-
more@assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for 
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordability 
and Utilities)

Is video conferencing a Phishing date?
BBB RELEASE

As part of Fraud Prevention Month, 
Better Business Bureau serving Alberta 
and East Kootenay is issuing an alert 
about phony meeting invitations.

“It could be Zoom, Microsoft Teams, 
Google Meet or other video confe-
rencing platforms,” says Mary O’Sulli-
van-Andersen, President and CEO of 
BBB Alberta and East Kootenay. “Once 
at the fake meeting, scammers may 
even have a list of other employees 

who appear to already be present. The-
re will be a delay which the scammers 
use to install malicious tools on your 
computer.

“The whole scam is created so that 
criminals can install these tools and 
take control of your computer.”  

To avoid phishing scams, always dou-
ble check the sender’s information. 

“If you’re not entirely sure, verify the 
meeting with the sender or at a larger 
organization confirm it with the IT de-
partment,” says O’Sullivan-Andersen.
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GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS IN THE 

TIMES!

Call 
403-934-5589

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

FEED AND SEED
BARLEY – *NEW-AB Stand-
swell* Smooth AWN, High 
Yielding, Grain and Forage 
Great Lodging Resistance. 1st 
NITROGEN USE EFFICIENT CE-
REAL IN CANADA.OTHER BAR-
LEY: Cerveza, CDC Austenson, 
CDC Durango, CDC Maverick, 
Esma, Sundre. WHEAT – Pin-
tail, Forage or Grain. OATS 
– AC Juniper, AC Morgan, AC 
Mustang, Derby, CDC S01 Su-
per Oat. PEAS – Very Early Yel-
low Peas,  Forage Peas. ALSO 
AVAILABLE: Polish Canola & 
Spring Triticale. Special pricing 
on truckloads. www.mastin-
seeds.com; 403-556-2609.

EQUIPMENT
PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose from 
three packages beginning at 
$269, $299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 70 
Weekly Community News-
papers. Contact THIS NEWS-
PAPER today or email clas-
sifieds@awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 or visit 
www.awna.com.

SUDOKU

FOR SALE
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas, 
Machine Sheds and more, 
sales@integr i tybui l t .com 
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

CUSTOM HOMES
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com.

FRIDAY MARCH 27, 2026
AG PAVILLION STRATHMORE, AB

Advance Front Row $30 @ the Door $35 ( If  Avalible)
Advance General $25 -@ the Door -  General $30

Order on Eventbrite (L ink in  QR Code)
 Doors:  6 :30pm -  Show 7:30pm

Advance Tickets at Mike’s Bar & Grill / Sammich Cycles

FRIDAY MARCH 27, 2026
AG PAVILLION STRATHMORE, AB

Advance Front Row $30 @ the Door $35 ( If  Avalible)
Advance General $25 -@ the Door -  General $30

Order on Eventbrite (L ink in  QR Code)
 Doors:  6 :30pm -  Show 7:30pm

Advance Tickets at Mike’s Bar & Grill / Sammich Cycles
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LIVE PRO WRESTLINGLIVE PRO WRESTLING

Call  403-616-1870 for Sponsorship and table questions.Call  403-616-1870 for Sponsorship and table questions.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor
Dear Premier Smith,
As a once stanch supporter I have been ponder-

ing the deceitful and political timebomb that you and 
your cabinet have unleashed against the APP referen-
dum to subvert and sabotage the Alberta Prosperity 
Parties (APP) independence question to Albertans.

I, along with many likeminded individuals, have 
scrutinized your televised event of Feb. 19; the more I 
watch, the more disillusioned I become. Let me pon-
der a question, “how deeply planted inside the Carney 
government are you?”

After numerous conversations with respected televi-
sion, radio and podcast hosts, I believe this question 
is a fair one to ask, since you have deliberately and 
negatively intervened in the APP referendum process 
by reintroducing already answered questions and 
muddying the waters to the point where mass confu-
sion will prevail in October. Not only that, but your 
actions also have the appearance of a direct attack on 
the very fabric of our rights as Albertans. You as pre-
mier have the authority and legal standing to establish 
a date for the “independence referendum” separate 
from the nonsense you announced on television, yet 
you chose to corrupt the process and cheat Albertans 
from having a fair say.

Further, the supreme court has said that we must 
have a “clear question” and a “clear majority.”

However, with your subversive actions you have 
made a “very clear” question irrelevant since there are 

direct conflicting questions that will null the process. 
In other words, you have insidiously intertwined the 
singular “clear question” situation with a series of “al-
ready answered” constitutional and policy questions, 
thereby sowing the seeds of failure into the process.

It will be approximately one year from the time of 
your “spin the wheel” referendum fiasco until you 
must go to the polls in October 2027. The number of 
eligible voters in Alberta is approximately 2,966,000, 
of which only 60 per cent will turnout at any given 
time to vote; that is a total of 1,779,600 voters. This 
is a very important point since the APP may garner 1 
million signatures, or dare I use the term, “votes.”

Take a moment to think about that and let that 
potential outcome sink in. If we for some reason do 
not achieve our referendum objectives, then we must 
consider the alternative, and that would be a newly 
formed political party perhaps named the “Alberta 
Prosperity Party,” a party who may hold the keys to a 
potential 1 million votes. This party would be the par-
ty of choice for us in the 2027 election. Does it split 
the vote? Yes. Are we risking an NDP win? Possibly. 
Are we willing to take the risk? Absolutely, and here 
is why. Premier Smith, you have finally put your cards 
on the table; you thought you had a winning hand 
with the “sovereignty within a united Canada” slogan 
and your eight, (already answered) referendum ques-
tions on a single ballot. 

Well, that “not-so-well-thought-out plan” is the final 
nail for me, and I may add, many of my fellow Alber-

Enough is enough
tans. Playing both ends against the middle is not a strategy, its 
political suicide – plain and simple. Playing “sleight of hand” fed-
eral tricks may work in eastern Canada where the sheep follow 
blindly, but not so in Alberta where right-wing voters are savvy to 
the bait-and-switch tactics of the Laurentian Elites. Ms. Smith, you 
have unfortunately overplayed your hand and are in an unenvi-
able position with the APP supporters. You have interfered with 
our rights, and you have tried to pull the proverbial wool over 
the eyes of Albertans. You forgot, the sheep are in the east – we 
are the bulls of the west.

Enough is Enough. Let’s go.
Ken Pirie

Medicine Hat

To the Editor
Many people in Alberta are clearly unhappy. Working and pro-

fessional families feel distant from their government and uncer-
tain about the future. Costs are rising, stress is high, and trust is 
thin.

“Elections Alberta is urging better behaviour when people are 
interacting with citizen initiative and recall campaign canvass-
ers around the province after it said it’s seen a marked increase 
in reports of harassment. This problem isn’t new, as the non-
partisan office said it has observed and addressed harassment on 
these campaigns since the ‘Forever Canadian’ petition, organized 
by former deputy premier Thomas Lukaszuk, was approved last 
June” (CBC, March 13, 2026)

What concerns me most is not which solutions people support, 
but how divided we are becoming. Two hardened camps are 
forming. One believes Alberta has been treated unfairly by the 
federal government and sees separation as the answer. The other 
fears the provincial government is moving too quickly to sell 
public services and demands recall. Both groups are respond-
ing to real pressure. Both want stability, fairness, and security. 
As opinions harden, neighbours stop listening. Disagreement be-
comes personal. 

History shows deeply polarized societies struggle to function. 
Compromise feels like betrayal, institutions lose legitimacy, and 
daily issues turn into battles. I am not arguing for separation 
or recall. I am asking whether deepening division will actually 
improve life for ordinary families. Alberta is strongest when dis-
agreement does not destroy trust.

The Alberta government continuously blaming others for our 
problems is complicit in dividing communities. And our federal 
government needs to be taking more proactive steps to support 
working families with price controls.

Ken Riley,
Bassano

Polarization in Communities
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COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Citizenship & Immigration

Service Canada

Canada Pension Plan

Disability Pension Plan

Canada Revenue Agency

Veterans Affairs

Employment Insurance

Email: david.bexte@parl.gc.ca
Website: www.davidbextemp.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020

David Bexte, MP
Bow River

Working For Contact

GOVERNMENT

211 ALBERTA
ab.211.ca

Call, Text, or Chat - 24/7

211 Alberta is a free, confidential service that connects 
you to support for mental health, food and basic needs, 

employment and more. No matter the challenge we’re here, 
Province Wide, 24/7 in over 170 languages.  

Call text or chat with a community resource specialist who 
will listen, offer support and connect you with community, 

government and social programs and services.

Provided in partnership by:

to supports and resources, 24/7. Free and conf dential.

Need help? We’re here for you. 211 Alberta connects you  

Help starts here.

Call 2-1-1
170+ languages Text 211 Chat Live

Visit ab.211.ca

BUSINESSES

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

NOTICES

Coldwell Agencies is a small, well-established 
brokerage in Strathmore, Alberta. We are 

currently seeking an experienced, licensed 

LEVEL 2 INSURANCE BROKER 
with a minimum of 2 year’s experience. 

At Coldwell Agencies we are all about the 
people and are proud to offer a high standard of 

personalized service. We are looking for someone 
that is looking for long-term employment. 

Monday to Friday, 9-5.

Day to Day Responsibilities:
•  Process a variety of personal and commercial/ 
 farm transactions 
•  Establish consistent accuracy with transactions
•  Inspect transactions for required supporting  
 documents
•  Make all corrections on transfer forms and  
 documents

To be successful in this role you must:
•  Have a positive attitude
•  Provide excellent customer service
•  Multi-tasking abilities 
•  Be detail oriented
•  Have excellent communication/documenting  
 skills
•  Have sound decision making skills
•  Have openness to feedback and learning

Essential Qualifications:
•  Minimum Level 2 insurance license
•  Ability to use computers and other office  
 equipment

How to Apply
If you are interested in applying for this position, 
please forward your resume including cover letter 
to colleenb@coldwellinsurance.ca or drop off in 
office at 133 2nd Ave, Strathmore, AB.

HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice to Creditors 
and Claimants

Estate of JOHN MARK KETTENBACK 
who died on the January 17, 2025.

If you have a claim against this 
estate, you must file your claim by 
April 25, 2026.

 with  ALLISON C. RODVANG 
  OF BEAUMONT CHURCH  
  LLP
 at  300, 2912 
  Memorial Drive SE, 
  Calgary, AB T2A 6R1

If you do not file by the date above, 
the estate property can lawfully be 
distributed without regard to any 
claim you may have.

Form 3 C
Irrigation Districts Act

(Section 12)
Western Irrigation District

Province of Alberta

TAKE NOTICE that a plebiscite will be held for 
the purpose of seeking approval of the irrigators 
to change the expansion limit of the Western Irri-
gation District from the existing limit of 110,000 
acres to 140,000 acres.
Additional information regarding the proposed 
change is available to the public at the offices of 
the district.
The plebiscite will take place on the 30th day of 
March, 2026, between the hours of 10:00 AM 
and 8:00 PM. 
Voting stations will be located at:
 Western Irrigation Office
 A-1000 Pine Street
 Strathmore, Alberta
DATED at the Western Irrigation District in the 
Province of Alberta, this 13th day of March, 
2026.

AR 79/2000 Sched.;30/2003

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

Easy Calving Angus 
Hybrid Bulls for Heifers
50 years’ experience raising only  
easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.  
• 85 red and black easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BW) 
• Less than 1% assist rate in over 33,000 home-raised and commercial heifers
• Six month breeding soundness guarantee
An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!

Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229
CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com

www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

Easy Calving Angus 
Hybrid Bulls for Heifers

50 years’ experience raising only easy 
calving bulls for first calf heifers.  

• 85 red and black easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BW) 
• Less than 1% assist rate in over 33,000 home-raised and commercial heifers
• Six month breeding soundness guarantee

An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!
Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229

CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com
www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

GOLD
Unused or unwanted Chains, Rings, Bangles, Coins

SILVER
Royal Canadian Mint sets

Canadian Silver Coins 1968 and older 10, 25, 50 & SiIver dollars
US 1964 and earlier 10, 25, 50 & silver dollars 

Silver flatware, tea sets, all things silver

SENIORS’ SPECIAL 55+
10% more in March

Bonded since 1967

Canadian Prairie PickersCanadian Prairie Pickers
  Pays Cash!    Pays Cash!  
Doing business in Alberta since 1986

GOLD
Unused or unwanted Chains, Rings, Bangles, Coins

We come to the privacy of your home, no fees!
Please call Joy or Ted 825-966-4373

SILVER
Royal Canadian Mint sets

Canadian Silver Coins 1968 and older 10, 25, 50 & SiIver dollars 
US 1964 and earlier 10, 25, 50 & silver dollars

Silver flatware, tea sets, all things silver

Doing business in Alberta since 1986

Bonded since 1967

We come to the privacy of your home, no fees!
Please call Joy or Ted 825-966-4373

SENIORS’ SPECIAL 55+
10% more in March

 

 
 

 

 
 

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS 

$$$ $$$

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED ROyAl CANADIAN MINT COINS, 
FRANklIN MINT, US MINT, WORlD SETS ETC, 

COllECTOR’S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OlyMpIC COINS, 
OlD COINS, OlD $, gOlD COINS, SIlvER COINS, 

bARS, INgOTS, jEWElRy, NUggETS, STERlINg SIlvER 
& ENTIRE COIN COllECTIONS!

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS 

$$$ $$$
WANTED ROyAl CANADIAN MINT COINS, FRANklIN 

MINT, US MINT, WORlD SETS ETC, COllECTOR’S COINS, 
NUMISMATICS, OlyMpIC COINS, OlD COINS, OlD $,  

gOlD COINS, SIlvER COINS, bARS, INgOTS, jEWElRy, NUggETS, 
STERlINg SIlvER & ENTIRE COIN COllECTIONS!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 

ALL OVER ALBERTA+

I PAY CA$H!! I PAY CA$H!! 

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust, 
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything made 
of gold or silver! 

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,  
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything  
made of gold or silver! 

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

WANTED WANTED 
GOLD & SILVERGOLD & SILVER  

CALL OR TExT NOW! Ph: 825-365-8557

PAYING $5000 for 1oz Gold
NOW PAYING:

• $90 an oz Silver
• $65 for US Silver Dollars
• $50 for Canadian Silver Dollars
•  Pre 1964 US & Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $20 each, 

$8 each per Quarter, $3 each per dime.
• 1967 & 1968 silver coins 20X
Also buying ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, Jewelry, bullion, 
ingots, bars, nuggets, gold dust, dental gold, sterling silver, 
coin collections, Royal Mint, RCM, US Mint, Franklin Mint sets, 
old money, numismatics & anything made of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you! 
CALL OR TExT NOW! Ph: 825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you! 

WANTED WANTED 
GOLD & SILVERGOLD & SILVER  
PAYING $5000 for 1oz Gold
NOW PAYING:

• $90 an oz Silver
• $65 for US Silver Dollars
• $50 for Canadian Silver Dollars
•  Pre 1964 US & Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $20 each, $8 each 

per Quarter, $3 each per dime.
• 1967 & 1968 silver coins 20X
Also buying ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, Jewelry, bullion, ingots, 
bars, nuggets, gold dust, dental gold, sterling silver, coin collections, 
Royal Mint, RCM, US Mint, Franklin Mint sets, old money, 
numismatics & anything made of gold or silver!

NOTICES

COMING EVENT
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2026  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, Acces-
sories, or Militaria. Collections, 
Estates or single items. For 
Auction, or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609, 
Email: sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit us @ www.swit-
zersauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

HEALTH
HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Oth-
er medical conditions causing 
TROUBLE WALKING or DRESS-
ING? The Disability Tax Credit 
allows for $3,000 yearly tax 
credit and $30,000 lump sum 
refund. Take advantage of this 
offer. Apply NOW; quickest re-
fund Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

TRAVEL
VACATION IN CANADA’S 
WARMEST DESTINATION. Ex-
traordinary villa in Osoyoos, 
BC, breathtaking lake views, 
just 3 minutes from town. Or 
warmer weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Doug 306-716-2671 
or visit osoyooslakevilla.com.

THE LAKESIDE LEADER is hiring a full-time reporter/photographer 
position in Slave Lake. Salary negotiable. Email resume, cover let-
ter and samples of writing and photography to spnproduction@
hotmail.com.

Western District 
Historical Society

 

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING 
7:30 pm • Thursday, 

March 26, 2026  
Lower Gallery 
at The Vault 

New Members Welcome

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!
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Upcoming Council Meetings
Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Notices coming out in February. 
Property assessment notices.
On February 18, 2026, more than 6,400 annual property assessment notices were mailed out, signaling the 
start of the 2025 Customer Inquiry Period, which wraps up in April. 
The Customer Inquiry Period is an important time for property owners to check, compare, and review their 
assessment for accuracy, fairness, and equity.
When you receive your notice, there’s a few things you should do.
• Review the details on your assessment notice.
• Check what makes up your property’s assessment value and compare it with similar properties in your 

neighbourhood using our property search function, found at Strathmore.ca/Assessment
• Contact the Town’s assessor, Wildrose Assessment Services, for one-on-one support by calling 403-

343-3357. Their property assessment experts can answer most assessment related questions with no 
formal complaint fees required. To help address concerns, please have your latest assessment notice in 
front of you with the account number and validation group information ready.

• If you disagree with your property’s assessment, you can file a formal appeal with the Assessment 
Review Board by the deadline stated on your latest property assessment notice. You can find 
information on this process at Strathmore.ca/Assessment

Stage 4 Water 
Restrictions.
The City of Calgary has enacted 
Stage 4 Water Restrictions 
due to a water main break 
and have asked surrounding 
communities to do so as well. 
Effective March 9, 2026, the 
Town of Strathmore has also 
implemented Stage 4 Water 
Restrictions. These restrictions 
mean:
• No outdoor water use 

(e.g., flooding outdoor ice 
surfaces)

• Indoor facilities such as 
pools, rinks, and recreation 
facilities will remain open

Please consider taking the 
following steps to reduce water 
consumption:
• Limit showers to under 3 

minutes
• Flush toilets only when 

necessary
• Run dishwashers and 

laundry only when full
As we navigate Stage 4 Water 
Restrictions, our water system 
operator, EPCOR, is proactively 
topping our reservoirs to 
ensure we have adequate 
water reserves to support 
essential services and maintain 
system stability. While EPCOR 
manages operations behind 
the scenes, our community’s 
continued efforts to conserve 
water remain critical. Reduced 
demand helps keep reservoir 
levels strong and supports 
system reliability until Calgary’s 
system is fully restored.

For more information on 
Stage 4 Water Restrictions, 
please visit: Strathmore.ca/
WaterRestrictions

It really makes a 
difference.

Please 
save 
water.

Notice of Public Hearing.
April 1, 2026 at 7 p.m.
Municipal Development Plan Amending Bylaw No. 25-25 (Amendment No. 2, 60-80)

Please be advised that the Town of Strathmore has received a Municipal Development Plan Amendment application on 
those lands described as 40 and 60 Wheatland Trail, also referred to as 60 and 80 Wheatland Trail. The legal addresses 
for the proposed applications are Block 2, Plan 9012129 for the parcel currently containing a residential home, and Lot 1, 
Block 1, Plan 1910233 for the parcel adjacent to the golf course.

The applications propose a mix of residential and commercial land uses, including R3 High Density Residential District, 
R2X Medium Density Attached Housing District, and C1 Neighbourhood Commercial District. The applications would 
allow for future subdivision and development permit applications to be accepted by administration for a variety of 
housing and non-residential options including apartments, townhomes, duplexes, multi-unit, retail stores, restaurants, 
professional services, health services, and more.

Public Hearing Process

A copy of the proposed Bylaw may be inspected by the public during regular office hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
to Friday at the Town Office (1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, AB), or can be found on the Town website, Strathmore.ca/
PublicHearings Please contact the Town Office if you would like an opportunity to review and provide input on the 
proposed amendments prior to the Public Hearing.

The Public Hearing will be held via ZOOM AND in Council Chambers, Strathmore Municipal Building, 1 Parklane Drive, 
Strathmore Alberta on Wednesday, April 1, 2026, commencing at 7:00 p.m. with procedures in accordance with 
the Municipal Government Act, Section 199 and the Town of Strathmore Council Procedural Bylaw No. 23-17 and 
amendments thereto. Any person or group of persons, or person acting on someone’s behalf, who claims to be affected 
by any of the proposed bylaw may present suggestions or concerns by making a submission to the public hearing. 
Please contact Legislative Services at LSAdmin@strathmore.ca by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in order 
to register to present.

Written submissions to the Public Hearing or the name of any person wishing to make an oral presentation at the Public 
Hearing must be received by the Planning and Development Department prior to 12:00 noon on Wednesday, March 25, 
2026, as outlined in Bylaw No. 23-17 and amendments thereto. If your written submission is not received by this time, 
please provide fifteen (15) copies for distribution at the Public Hearing. Each person wishing to address Council at the 
Public Hearing shall complete their verbal presentation within five minutes.

Please note that written submissions will become public documents once submitted to the Town, unless otherwise 
requested.

Please contact Legislative Services at (403) 934 3133 prior to attending a Public Hearing to determine the order of 
Bylaw presentations in the Council Agenda to ensure efficient use of your time.

Notice of Public Hearing.
April 1, 2026 at 7:05 p.m.
Land Use Bylaw Amending Bylaw No. 25-26 (60-80 Wheatland Trail)

Please be advised that the Town of Strathmore has received a Land Use Bylaw Amendment application on those lands 
described as 40 and 60 Wheatland Trail, also referred to as 60 and 80 Wheatland Trail. The legal addresses for the 
proposed applications are Block 2, Plan 9012129 for the parcel currently containing a residential home, and Lot 1, Block 1, 
Plan 1910233 for the parcel adjacent to the golf course.

The applications propose a mix of residential and commercial land uses, including R3 High Density Residential District, 
R2X Medium Density Attached Housing District, and C1 Neighbourhood Commercial District. The applications would 
allow for future subdivision and development permit applications to be accepted by administration for a variety of 
housing and non-residential options including apartments, townhomes, duplexes, multi-unit, retail stores, restaurants, 
professional services, health services, and more.

Public Hearing Process

A copy of the proposed Bylaw may be inspected by the public during regular office hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
to Friday at the Town Office (1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, AB), or can be found on the Town website, Strathmore.ca/
PublicHearings Please contact the Town Office if you would like an opportunity to review and provide input on the 
proposed amendments prior to the Public Hearing.

The Public Hearing will be held via ZOOM AND in Council Chambers, Strathmore Municipal Building, 1 Parklane Drive, 
Strathmore Alberta on Wednesday, April 1, 2026, commencing at 7:05 p.m. with procedures in accordance with 
the Municipal Government Act, Section 199 and the Town of Strathmore Council Procedural Bylaw No. 23-17 and 
amendments thereto. Any person or group of persons, or person acting on someone’s behalf, who claims to be affected 
by any of the proposed bylaw may present suggestions or concerns by making a submission to the public hearing. 
Please contact Legislative Services at LSAdmin@strathmore.ca by 12:00 noon on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in order 
to register to present.

Written submissions to the Public Hearing or the name of any person wishing to make an oral presentation at the Public 
Hearing must be received by the Planning and Development Department prior to 12:00 noon on Wednesday, March 25, 
2026, as outlined in Bylaw No. 23-17 and amendments thereto. If your written submission is not received by this time, 
please provide fifteen (15) copies for distribution at the Public Hearing. Each person wishing to address Council at the 
Public Hearing shall complete their verbal presentation within five minutes.

Please note that written submissions will become public documents once submitted to the Town, unless otherwise 
requested.

Please contact Legislative Services at (403) 934 3133 prior to attending a Public Hearing to determine the order of 
Bylaw presentations in the Council Agenda to ensure efficient use of your time.


