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Dixie Hartell 403.934.1034 Brenda Sproule    403.809.8811

C/SC/S
3 bedroom, 2.5 bathrooms, fully developed with walkout 

basement and double attached garage. 
MLS # A2324303 $409,000

19.6 acres with 6 bedroom home and 2nd kitchen, triple 
detached garage, Quonset and several out buildings. 

Just minutes from the city at Delacour MLS# A2326130

Affordable Brand New home 3 bedroom, 2.5 bathrooms, 
ready early fall. Get in and pick your finishes. 

MLS# A2291799 $449,900

5 acre parcel with 5 bedroom home, double detached 
garage andvarious outbuildings. 
MLS # A2304583 $619,900

Karen Kathol    403.934.1353

Personally for You
403.901.8955403.901.8955

Sculptured Nails | Pedicures 
Hair Removal Services

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

FREE Home Evaluation

Carey L. Rose
403-934-0781

Strathmore Denture Clinic StrathmoreDenture

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228
www.strathmoredentureclinic.com

219C 3rd Avenue, Across from the Post Office

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Dissenting voices in 
Strathmore are making them-
selves heard regarding ongo-
ing changes being made by the 
province to income for the se-
verely handicapped. 

A rally was hosted in Kins-
men Park, July 3, to protest Al-
berta’s transition from the AISH 
program (Assured Income for 
the Severely Handicapped), to 
ADAP (Alberta Disability Assis-
tance Program). 

“It is time to let the city people 
know that rural Alberta is not a 
monolith of conservativism, that 
there (are) actually a lot of pro-
gressive and liberal thinkers in 
rural Alberta,” said Allison Turn-
bull, organizer of Friday’s rally. 
“A lot of people are really up-
set about what is happening in 
AISH with the switch to ADAP, 
and which was the focus of our 
rally. We have a lot of disabled 
members in our community in 
Strathmore who are very scared, 
very worried that they are going 
to lose housing, that they are 
going to lose their doctors, they 
are going to lose a lot with the 
switch.”

Beginning July 1 under the 
new ADAP system, many in-
dividuals relying on disabili-
ty supports are now receiving 
$200 less per month than on 
the previous system, which had 
provided $1,940 monthly. 

Last month, 57-year-old local 
was reported to have died by 
suicide after sending a message 
to government officials criticiz-
ing the transition, and that the 
impending changes had intensi-
fied his anxiety, stress, and de-
pression symptoms. 

Continued on Page 6

Canada Day was celebrated a day early as the Rockyford Lions Club hosted their annual Bull-A-Rama on June 

30. Despite the muddy condition inside the infield, it was a successful event, capped off with a Canada Day 

fireworks. See Page 7 for more coverage.

Celebrating Canada!

Fight back 
rally

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!
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Venom in action
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Office HoursOffice Hours
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

If you have laryngitis, it’s natural 
to avoid talking.  But you should also 
avoid whispering as well. Instead, give 
your voice a complete rest, keep hydrat-
ed and avoid clearing your throat.  This 
will help heal the inflamed vocal cords.  
In 1932, a new generation of wonder 

drugs began with the introduction of 
prontosil, the first of the sulpha drugs.  
These drugs were effective against 
specific bacteria and grandchildren of 
prontosil are still in use today.
Just another bit of pharmacy history:  

Back in the 1930s, a company intro-
duced benzedrine inhalers as a nasal 
decongestant.  It actually contained an 
amphetamine, a strong stimulant and 
was also being used to treat obesity 
and hyperactive children.  And it was 
available without prescription.  Howev-
er, due to its growing evidence of mis-
use and addiction, its availability was 
changed the prescription-only in 1959.
To reduce the risk of dementia, the 

Alzheimer’s Society recommends do-
ing routine physical exercise, drinking 
less alcohol, don’t smoke, and staying 
socially active. Also important is man-
aging long-term health conditions like 
cholesterol, diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, and obesity. 

KKeeeeppiinngg  IItt  SSiimmppllee

Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)

KKeeeeppiinngg  IItt  SSiimmppllee

Oil Changes from $99.95

WWhhaatt  DDiidd  YYoouu  PPaayy  LLaasstt  TTiimmee??

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspection
 & Fluid Top Ups (Even Washer Fluid!)

We service all makes and models without the drive.
Complimentary shuttle service and courtesy vehicles! 

Same day appointments available!

Call us today at 403 934 3334

Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?Tired of driving to THE CITY for dealership service?

Chantelle de Jonge
MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2  Avenuend

P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Lakewood of Strathmore brings back 
community event and food drive
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Lakewood’s 50K Big Roll returned, July 5, to offer a new 
Strathmore homeowner a chance at $50,000 for their new 
home, as well as to raise donations for the Wheatland County 
Food Bank.

Scott Silva, director of sales and marketing for Lakewood of 
Strathmore, explained the event, aiming to be family friend-
ly, also featured activities such as face painting, a car show 
with the Strathmore Fun Runners, pickleball, and cornhole, 
among several others. 

“It has been a great chance to work with the local vendors 
… of course, we are doing it all in good support of our local 
Wheatland Food Bank,” he said. “At least once a year, we like 

to do a food drive. The last one we did was at Christmas last 
year; I think we delivered just over 550 kilograms, so we 
were very happy about that; and this year, we are doing it 
this summer to see if we can get some donations brought out 
from all of our lovely residents.”

The 50K Big Roll was initiated three years ago, which pre-
sented an opportunity for new homeowners to win upgra-
des for their newly constructed homes. During the inaugural 
year, a contestant successfully claimed a $50,000 prize. 

Last year, none were successful. This time around, Silva 
added, several new homeowners who will be moving into 
Lakewood in the coming weeks, expressed eagerness for the 
opportunity.

“The event is centered around the giveaway, but with 
everything that we do in Lakewood, we want to have it for 
a community-based non-profit, and so that is why we are 
working with the food bank again and getting this food dri-
ve together,” he said. “We are going to be planning this one 
every year, and next year we are going to look at getting it 
up to $100,000. This year will probably be our last year at 
$50,000, and next year we are going to push it.”

As the team grows the event on an annual basis, Silva ex-
plained the goal is to keep making it bigger and bolder, and 
maintain an expanding community excitement. 

Local vendors participating in the event include Baldwin 
BBQ, Origin, and Miss Max Face Painting. 

The Wheatland County Food Bank keeps an active list of 
their urgently needed items on their website. These current-
ly include canned meat, soup and fish, juice, granola bars, 
snacks, and personal hygiene products, among others. 

For those who were unable to attend the 50K Big Roll but 
still wish to donate, Wheatland County Food Bank’s drop 
off location operates Wednesday mornings from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. or by appointment.

Premier Auctions hosted its inaugural Car & Bike 
Show Fundraiser on July 4 in Strathmore, bring-
ing together vehicle enthusiasts and community 
members to raise funds for two local organiza-
tions. Part of the funds raised went to the Strath-
more Overnight Shelter, while the other portion 
went to provide essential items for families with 
young children to be dispersed through Lil Hoots 
Family Boutique. Joe Lepage Photos

Car & Bike show drives 
community support
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Celebrating a 
successful season
MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

As Expressions the Dance Gallery prepares for 
a summer break, the studio is celebrating not only 
a successful year on stage, but also the accomplis-
hments of several dancers whose hard work and 
dedication continue to pay off.

The Strathmore-based studio took part in the 
Excel Dance Challenge in Red Deer, where dan-
cers competed over three days and earned nume-
rous awards May 8-10.

One of the highlights was receiving the Studio 
Spirit Award, a recognition that reflects the cha-
racter of the dancers as much as their talent.

Among the dancers earning special recogniti-
on is Bella Damen, who is graduating from high 
school this year. While Damen has been dancing 
for several years, this was her first season com-
peting on the competitive team and her first time 
performing a solo at competition.

Damen was chosen to perform in the high score 
dance off Sunday afternoon at Excel Dance Chal-
lenge and placed second in the overall competiti-
on for her division.

“It was so exciting,” she said. “I never get in a si-
tuation like that before. We were watching all the 
other performers, and they were just all so good. 
I kept looking at my teacher and saying, ‘I’m not 
going to compete against them.’ But when it was 
my time to go, I just had to gather myself and go. 
Honestly, I don’t think I remember what happe-
ned, but I did it, and I’m really proud of myself 
because I was really nervous.”

Competing solo was a personal challenge that 
Damen intentionally set for herself during her fi-
nal year of high school. 

“We wanted to be able to show my progress 
with my ballet,” she said. “Being able to prove to 
myself that I could do it all on my own and find 
myself on stage was important. It being my last 
year, I really wanted to push myself.”

She credits much of her confidence to the sup-
port she received from her coach and choreograp-
her, Jasmine Goulet.

“Jasmine made sure everything in my dance was 
tailored perfectly to me, so all my strengths were 
shown, and I just felt confident going in,” she said.

That support extended far beyond the coaching 
staff. Damen says one of her favourite parts of 
dancing at Expressions is the sense of community 
among the dancers.

“The girls are so talented and driven, and just 
getting to be part of that environment is so spe-
cial,” she said. “They all knew that I was nervous 
and that it was my first time, and they would stand 
in the wings and cheer me on. It’s a really great 
community.”

When the awards were announced and her 
number was called for second overall in her divi-
sion, she was stunned. 

“I was so shocked,” she said. “I gave it my best 
shot, but whatever happened, happened. Then 
they called my number and started playing my 
music. I got to collaborate with Jasmine on a lot of 
the music and the choreography and the costume. 
That made it super special and personal to me.”

Expressions owner and director Heather Tho-
mas said Bella’s success is a perfect example of 
the opportunities available to dancers who choose 
to challenge themselves.

“We are not just competitive,” said Thomas. “We 
train recreational students, so they get an oppor-

tunity to showcase at the end of the season, but 
we do have the opportunity for kids to be able to 
compete if that’s what they choose.”

Thomas noted that many of the studio’s succes-
sful competitors began in recreational classes be-
fore advancing into the competitive program.

Recognition is also being given to Mia Srubo-
wich of Chestermere and Hayley Butland of Stra-
thmore, who earned opportunities to compete in 
the final dance-off alongside Damen.

All three dancers began as recreational dancers 
at Expressions before moving into competitive 
dance, demonstrating what dedication and quality 
training can accomplish.

The studio itself has a long history of helping 
young dancers develop those skills. Thomas said 
Expressions has been in business for 43 years and 
has spent more than two decades serving the Stra-
thmore community. “We have students that I’ve 
had since babies all the way up through gradua-
ting,” she said.

As Damen looks toward graduation and a future 
career in healthcare, dance will continue to play 
an important role in her life. 

“Dance is always going to be part of my life,” 
she said. “I’m hoping to continue to do classes, 
and I’d love to teach someday.”

For Expressions the Dance Gallery, it is another 
reminder that success is measured not only by 
scores and awards, but by the confidence, sports-
manship and growth their dancers carry with 
them long after the music ends.

It was a breakout dance season for Bella Damen, who took part 
in the Excel Dance Challenge in Red Deer.

Photo Courtesy of Expressions the Dance Gallery

Strathmore High School’s drama alumni gathered for a cabaret style per-
formance on July 5 at the SHS drama room. The concert featured musical 
talent from graduated students from SHS who are perusing the arts in post-
secondary. A group number started the evening off with a mirage of various 
musical numbers sprinkled in and finished off with a final group ensemble. 
The concert was held to raise funds for the SHS drama program to help 
purchase new lights. Photo Courtesy of Kyla Ferrier

Musical fundraiser
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SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE 
ALLIANCE

325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail

Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen

Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland
Sundays 10 am

Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLY  (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

LORD OF ALL (NALC) 
LUTHERAN

112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson

Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, 

Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  
www.sacredhc.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE 
CHURCH

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171

Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time 

of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 
1st service 9:00am

2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Brandon Trotter
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

GOD’S QUESTIONS

To a people experiencing 
economic and political 
distress, God, through the 
prophet Isaiah, asks, “Why 
do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” While it’s 
an ancient question, it is 
remarkably appropriate in our 
modern society, where we are 
inundated daily with promises 
that this or that product or 
experience is exactly what will 
satisfy our life’s needs and 
desires. Except, of course, 
most of those promises never 
prove true, at least not in the 
long run. And yet, we still buy 
into those promises again and 
again – until circumstances 
change for the worse and we 
can no longer even hope to 
acquire the thing we’ve come 
to believe we need.
The irony in God’s original 
question is that it comes in the 
middle of God’s invitation: “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and you that have 

no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without 
price … Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may 
live.” 
God is laying out a great feast, 
a bounty that will last a lifetime 
and even longer. So why waste 
your life in unsatisfying pursuits 
when a feast of real food that 
truly satisfies is available for the 
asking?
The invitation to a great feast 
may seem out of place during 
Lent. But the true thrust of both 
Lent and God’s invitation to the 
great banquet are the same – 
take the opportunity to return 
to God. “Seek the Lord while 
he may be found and call upon 
him while he is near.”
Even with its focus on fasting 
and self-denial, Lent is still a 
most 

Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

County exploring land redesignation to allow for data 
centre construction
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County is exploring the potential to see a near-
ly 600-acre data centre constructed within the local region.

The July 7 meeting of council offered council an opportu-
nity to hear from the applicant, Diode Ventures, regarding 
the current state of their proposal, as well as from the local 
constituents who may be affected by the development. 

Members of the public were granted an opportunity to 
make their voices heard by council, both in sending letters 
ahead of the meeting, and via presentation in person. 

Over 100 letters were received by the county, of which, 
the vast majority decried the data centre proposal. In person, 
one constituent presented in favour, followed by 24 speaking 
in opposition. 

 “At this point in time, I do not think that the applicant 
has demonstrated enough technical expertise on a number 
of factors – so groundwater impact, environmental impact, 
noise impact, impact to livestock – for this application to 
proceed, because I think the onus is on the applicant to pro-
ve that there will not be an impact to those residents, not on 
the residents to prove there has been an impact,” said Heidi 
Pratt, co-owner of Infinity Equine.

“I believe this stuff needs to be established ahead of time, 
not after the fact. In their proposal, they state that the facility 
will be primarily air cooled, which comes with its own impli-
cations and risks to horses and livestock that are sensitive to 
noise, but regulating the water, they say that while they are 
not going to use it, they might.”

Diode Ventures, in the current iteration of their applicati-
on, proposes the use of a closed loop cooling system so as 
to lessen the impact of their facility on local water supplies 
and quality. 

Pratt explained systems such as these must still be initially 
primed for use. The water for this purpose was not indicated 
as to where it would come from, nor how much of it would 
be required. 

The land is proposed at this time to be changed from Agri-
culture General district to Industrial General district and falls 
within the Goldfinch Industrial Area Structure Plan (ASP). 

Specifically, the area outlined falls immediately south of 
Township Road 222, and west of Highway 24.

The ASP was adopted in 2018 with intent for the region to 
see occupation by industrial use; however, at the time, data 
centre construction and their operations were not conside-
red as an applicable use case. 

As it is proposed, the project aims to proceed with the 
construction of a total 3.5 million square feet across multiple 
individual structures. 

In addition to the land use, a four-acre section of Range 
Road 264 has been suggested for closure in order to consoli-
date the land ownership and use for the facilities. 

Heather Gagne, who resides less than three kilometers 
from the proposed subject lands, expressed concern over 
the livelihood, livestock, and ability to retire of herself and 
her neighbours due to their proximity. 

“If you have these kinds of data centres that are impacting 
our livestock, that can impact how we can go use our horses 
in (events such as the Calgary Stampede),” she said. “Some 
of our commercial people who are there, Infinity Equine, 

Equine Connection, these are their live-
lihoods. If you start impacting their 
horses, if you start impacting how tho-
se horses behave with little kids or with 
clients, you lose your business.”

She added Range Road 264 is cur-
rently a primary access point for her 
which allows the towing of horses on 
the highway.

With the amount of anticipated in-
creased and redirected traffic over the 
construction period, she worries for 
her own safety, as well as that of neigh-
bours and incoming drivers. 

Due to publication deadlines, the 
printed iteration of this article was dis-
tributed prior to the county making any 
vote on the July 7 discussion. 

Coverage of this story will continue 
online and in print as more space and 
time is able to be allocated.

BBB RELEASE

The Better Business Bureau issued an 
alert on June 6 in relation to a scheme 
targeting businesses in the province.

“This is a sophisticated enterprise 
that spoofs email addresses of employ-
ees of well-known corporations,” says 
Mary O’Sullivan-Andersen, President 
and CEO of BBB Serving Alberta and 
East Kootenay. “The scammers create 
fake email and even fake websites im-
personating employees from legitima-
te corporations. They then order large 
quantities of products that are delivered 
to third-party warehouses from whe-
re the material is shipped to locations 
often located out of the country. One 
Edmonton business is known to be out 
more than $50,000 worth of products.

“These are criminals targeting unsus-
pecting employees. Train your staff to 
recognize the signs of impersonation 
fraud.”

Protecting Your Business from imper-
sonation fraud:

• Verify customer information using 
contact information that is validated.

• With new customers, carry out de-
tailed background checks, including 
banking information.

• Use extra caution when an urgent 
or rush order is requested.

• Confirm shipping addresses and 
deal with known contacts at the vendor.

•Train staff to recognize the signs of 
impersonation fraud including how to 
spot fake email addresses and websites.

• Report suspicious activity to the po-
lice using the non-emergency line and 
to the BBB at BBB.org.

Wheatland County coun-
cil chambers were over-
flowing with members 
of the public who came 
out to make their voices 
heard regarding a pro-
posed data centre con-
struction in the Goldfinch 
ASP. Of the presenters, 
24 spoke in person in op-
position, with one stand-
ing in support following 
the presentation made by 
the applicant, Diode Ven-
tures. 

John Watson Photo

Impersonators 
targeting 
Alberta 
businesses
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Canada Day, 
July 1, largely 

throughout Kinsmen Park with activties 
being made family-friendly and available 

for all ages. At the end of the day, fireworks 
were launched from the adjacent 

baseball diamond. 
John Watson and 

Joe Lepage Photos
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Rally held in Strathmore voicing 
concerns over disability benefit 
program changes
Continued from Page 1

The Alberta government has said 
the new system is intended to create 
a system that can better distinguish 
who may be able to participate in the 
local workforce with supports, and 
those who cannot work at all. 

Turnbull added she is concerned 
that there are too many different an-
swers being told to those in the dis-
abled community, should anyone be 
able to receive an answer at all.

“A lot of progressive seniors are very 
unhappy with the direction the prov-
ince is going. They spent a lifetime 
building a province and don’t want to 
see it being sold off to foreign invest-

ment and people who do not care if 
our water is clean, if our air is clean, 
if our disabled people have any quali-
ty of life,” she said. “We are hoping to 
do another in August. There are a lot 
of different issues to focus on: health-
care, education, just general survival.”

She added yet another rally aims to 
be hosted in Strathmore come Oct. 17, 
shortly prior to the Alberta separation 
referendum. 

For those wishing to take an in-
terest or take part in the rallies and 
making their voices heard, informa-
tion is being made available through 
Fight Back Now’s website and social 
media channels, as well as on local 
events pages.

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For call-in details, access links, and agenda packages, please visit our website.
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/agendasandminutes/

July 8, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission | ASB
August 11, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

August 18, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | MPC | PPC | COW

Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY!
wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/

Careers with Wheatland County
Available opportunities include:

Road Repair Foreman
Closes July, 13, 2026

Heavy Truck Operator (Hamlet Crew)
Closes July 10, 2026

DON’T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR THE 
LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!

LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA
@LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

HOOVES &HOOVES &

HOTCAKES:HO����ES�

HOOVES &
HOTCAKES:

SAVE THE DATE

CHUCKWAGONCHUCKWAGON

BREAKFAST BASHBREAKFAST BASH

CHUCKWAGON
BREAKFAST BASH

SATURDAY AUGUST 1SATURDAY AUGUST 1 , 2026, 2026STST

BRAVE PARK IN LAKEWOODBRAVE PARK IN LAKEWOOD

10AM - 12PM10A� - 12P�
SATURDAY AUGUST 1 , 2026ST

BRAVE PARK IN LAKEWOOD
10AM - 12PM

See the Co-operators ChuckSee the Co-operators Chuck

Wagon at Brave Park & PancakeWagon at Brave Park & Pancake

breakfast by Baldwin BBQbreakfast by Baldwin BBQ

See the Co-operators Chuck
Wagon at Brave Park & Pancake

breakfast by Baldwin BBQ

Attendees gathered at Kinsmen Park in Strathmore on July 3 for a family-friendly rally organized by 
Fight Back Now. The event primarily focused on opposition to UCP policies on disability benefits, 
among other issues. Joe Lepage Photo
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All proceeds will be donated to the Strathmore Legion 

Western Irrigation District

JOIN US FOR THE GREAT
 WID RUBBER DUCK RACE!

Friday, July 31, 2026

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Play some Quack-tastic Games
Hear the Duck Coach inspire the team to paddle their best
Listen to the Race Announcer go Quackers
Cheer for the winners and congratulate the wobblers
Waddle away a winner! Buy $1 raffle tickets for a great prize 
Loonie Lunch - $1 for a hot dog and bottle of water

Adopt your lucky duck at  www.wid.net >Duck Race

Thomas Drive at the big ole tree
and WID canal

The Rockyford Lions Club cel-
ebrated the 10th anniversary 
of its annual Bull-A-Rama on 
June 30 at the Rockyford Ro-
deo Grounds, where bull riders 
took on powerful bucking bulls 
in front of an enthusiastic crowd. 
The evening also featured mut-
ton bustin’, mini wild pony events 
and concluded with a Canada 
Day fireworks display.

Joe Lepage Photos

Canada Day 
Bull-A-Rama 

Fred Eaglesmith
Juno Award winning 

poet of rural Canada     
 

Juno Award winning 
poet of rural Canada     

 

Featuring:Featuring:Featuring:Featuring:

OPEN-AIR MUSIC FESTIVALOPEN-AIR MUSIC FESTIVALOPEN-AIR MUSIC FESTIVAL

Authentic and Intimate Annual Music Festival 

Hosted at Rosebud’s Festival stage

Sunday, August 16, 2026

BUY TICKETS

RosebudTheatre.com | 1-800-267-7553
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Local rodeo athletes competed during 
Pool A of the Greatest Outdoor Show 
on Earth, the Calgary Stampede, from 
July 3-5. Audrey Butler of Wheatland 
County and Langdon native Shelby 
Boisjoli-Meged took part in breakaway 
roping, while Jayden Wilson of Glei-
chen and Edgar Durazo of Speargrass 
took part in barrel racing and bull rid-
ing respectively. Meanwhile team Big 
Tobacco of Siksika Nation took part in 
Indigenous Relay Racing.

Photos Courtesy of the 
Calgary Stampede

Locals compete 
at Calgary Stampede

Audrey ButlerAudrey Butler

Shelby Boisjoli-MegedShelby Boisjoli-Meged

Big TabaccoBig Tabacco

Edgar DurazoEdgar DurazoJayden WilsonJayden Wilson

Book Your CLASSIFIED AD Today!

Call the Strathmore Call the Strathmore TIMESTIMES  403.934.5589403.934.5589
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OLD SCHOol
Wrestling academy

OLD SCHOol
Wrestling academy

403-616-1870

VS.
OSV

Steve Wilde
Matt Hart NSV 

Steven Styles
Scotty Ace

F R I D A Y  A U G U S T  2 8 T H  ,  2 0 2 6F R I D A Y  A U G U S T  2 8 T H  ,  2 0 2 6

Card Subject to Change without notice

AG PAVILION -  33 WHEATLAND DRIVE STRATHMORE,  ALBERTA
REAL CANADIAN PRO WRESTLING

A d v a n c e  T i c k e t s  A v a i l a b l e  a t  S a m m i c h  S y c l e sAdvance  T i cke ts  Avai lab le  a t  Samm i ch  Syc lesA d v a n c e  T i c k e t s  A v a i l a b l e  a t  S a m m i c h  S y c l e s

N O W  B O O K I N G  C O R P O R A T E  T A B L E  S P O N S O R S H I P SN OW  B O O K I N G  C O R P O R A T E  T A B L E  S P O N S O R S H I P S   
F O R  A L L  2 0 2 6  S T R A T H M O R E  E V E N T SF O R  A L L  2026  S T R A T H M O R E  EVE N T S

Hold  your  tab le  today  whi le  quant i t ies  are  ava i lab le .Hold  your  tab le  today  whi le  quant i t ies  a re  avai lab le .
  

N O W  B O O K I N G  C O R P O R A T E  T A B L E  S P O N S O R S H I P S  
F O R  A L L  2 0 2 6  S T R A T H M O R E  E V E N T S

Hold  your  tab le  today  whi le  quant i t ies  are  ava i lab le .
 

“ONE MORE FIGHT”“ONE MORE FIGHT”  “ONE MORE FIGHT”
“

O

N

E

 

M

O

R

E

 

F

I

G

H

T

”

  Presents

Advance Front Row $30 @ the Door $40 ( I f  Avalible)Advance  Front  Row  $30  @  the  Door  $40  ( If  Ava l ib le )
  Advance General  After  July  3Advance  Genera l  After  July  3  $25-@ the Door -  General  $35 $25-@  the  Door  -  Genera l  $35r drd

Order on Eventbrite (Link in QR Code)Order  on  Eventbr ite  (L ink  in  QR Code )

General  Genera l  Doors:  6 :30pm -  Show 7:30pmDoors :  6:30pm  -  Show  7:30pm

Advance Front Row $30 @ the Door $40 ( I f  Avalible)
 Advance General  After  July  3  $25-@ the Door -  General  $35r d

Order on Eventbrite (Link in QR Code)
General  Doors:  6 :30pm -  Show 7:30pm

Special - Advance General $20 - Ends July 3rd 

Corporate - Group and Table Questions - 403-616-1870

Supporting families in need
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Alberta is proving that it can grow the 
economy and support families at the 
same time. Last week, our government 
advanced one of the most significant op-
portunities in a generation – a new west 
coast pipeline that will connect Alberta 
energy to the world. We also launched 
applications for the Alberta Energy Reba-
te and added more support for complex 
classrooms.

Alberta’s energy future took a major 
step forward with the submission of the 
west coast oil pipeline proposal to the fe-
deral Major Projects Office for designati-
on as a project of national interest. This 
bold, nation-building project would move 
more than one million barrels of oil per 
day to the west coast, opening the door 
to Asian markets and helping Canada 
become an energy superpower. Working 
with Trans Mountain Corporation, Pembi-
na Pipeline, and Indigenous partners, this 
project will create thousands of jobs, ge-
nerate revenue that supports public servi-
ces, strengthen Canada’s energy security, 
and support economic growth across the 
country – all while helping Alberta pro-
duce some of the lowest-emissions heavy 
oil in the world through the Pathways 
CCUS initiative.

Everyday costs are still putting pressu-
re on many Alberta families, and a litt-
le extra help can go a long way. That’s 
why our government has opened appli-
cations for the one-time Alberta Energy 
Rebate, which provides $100 to eligible 
Albertans. The rebate can be used howe-
ver families need it most – whether that’s 
groceries, gas, utility bills, or other expen-
ses. Eligible Albertans can apply online 
from July 1 to Sept. 30 by visiting energy-
rebate.alberta.ca, while those receiving 
the Alberta Seniors Benefit, AISH, ADAP, 

or Income Support will be automatically 
enrolled. By putting money directly into 
Albertans’ pockets, our government is de-
livering practical support where families 
need it most. If you have questions about 
the Alberta Energy Rebate, please email 
AlbertaEnergyRebate@gov.ab.caor call 
780-401-4014 or toll free 1-844-401-4014. 
The call centre is open Monday to Friday, 
8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Students learn best when classrooms 
are safe, supportive, and focused on le-
arning. That is why Alberta’s government 
is investing $100 million to help schools 
manage increasingly complex classroom 
needs from kindergarten to Grade 12. 
This funding will help hire more teachers, 
educational assistants, and specialized 
support staff, including 221 new com-
plexity teams across the province. These 
teams work directly with schools facing 
behavioural and safety challenges, with 
new help for students in Grades 7 to 12 
and additional support for kindergarten 
to Grade 6 classrooms. The funding also 
includes training for teachers and school 
staff, along with better access to specia-
lized services in rural and remote com-
munities, giving teachers the tools and 
support they need to help every student 
succeed.  

Building a stronger Alberta means 
looking ahead while continuing to sup-
port families today. The decisions govern-
ment makes should lead to real impro-
vements in people’s lives. Whether it’s 
creating jobs through major infrastructure 
projects, helping families with rising costs, 
or supporting teachers and students, our 
government is focused on delivering re-
sults that strengthen Alberta today and 
create opportunities for the future.

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Ches-
termere-Strathmore and the Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Affordability and Uti-
lities)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor
There is a pattern repeating itself on both 

sides of the border, and Albertans should pay 
attention to it. In the United States, President 
Donald Trump promised working families 
cheaper healthcare, better coverage, lower 
premiums, and full protection for people 
with pre‑existing conditions.

He said no one would lose coverage and 
that the middle class would finally get the 
help they had been waiting for. Those prom-
ises were central to why millions of mid-
dle‑class and poor Americans voted for him.

None of it happened. No replacement plan 
was ever introduced. Premiums and deduct-
ibles continued to rise. The administration 
supported lawsuits that would have elimi-
nated protections for pre‑existing conditions. 
The people who believed they were voting 
for relief did not receive the healthcare im-
provements they were told to expect.

Now, after failing to deliver the help he 
promised, Trump has declared that socialism 
is “America’s greatest evil.” Certain Christian 
political factions in Canada have adopted the 
same message, even though it works against 
the very people they claim to defend. They 
repeat the idea that government support is 
dangerous, that public healthcare is a threat, 
and that social programs somehow replace 
religion. This is not theology. It is political 
messaging designed to keep people fearful 
of any policy that shifts even a small amount 
of power or resources away from the wealthy.

Albertans should recognize the trajectory. 
Our own government has been steadily mov-
ing healthcare toward an American model. 
Clinics and labs are being shifted out of hos-
pitals. Private operators are being invited 
deeper into the system. Public services are 
being fragmented. Costs are being pushed 

onto families. Seniors, low‑income workers, 
and people with disabilities are being told 
to make do with less while private interests 
expand their role. This is not modernization. 
It is Americanization.

As a Christian, I cannot accept the argu-
ment that government assistance is evil. 
Nothing in the Gospels suggests Jesus would 
support a system dominated by a small elite 
while ordinary people live in tents, struggle 
to afford medication, or work full‑time for 
wages that do not cover basic needs. Christ 
stood with the vulnerable. He confronted 
the powerful when their wealth came at the 
expense of others. He taught that the mea-
sure of a community is how it treats the least 
among them.

The fear of “socialism” being pushed by 
political actors is not about faith. It is about 
protecting an economic structure where the 
wealthy set the rules and everyone else is ex-
pected to endure whatever follows. We have 
already seen what happens when societies 
leave everything to charity. The poor houses 
of the past were not accidents. They were 
the direct result of refusing to build public 
systems that protect people from destitution.

Albertans deserve a healthcare system that 
serves the public, not one that drifts toward 
the American model of high costs, private 
profit, and broken promises. We should not 
repeat the mistakes of a country where mil-
lions were told help was coming, only to be 
left with rising bills and shrinking coverage. 
We should build a system rooted in compas-
sion, fairness, and responsibility to one an-
other. That is not evil. That is basic decency. 
This is humane leadership.

Ken Riley
Bassano, Alta

The betrayal Albertans should pay attention to

Another great 4-H year 
wraps up
AVA KOESTER
Rockyford 4-H Beef Club

West Wheatland 4-H Show and 
Sale had a great turnout. The Stan-
dard 4-H Sheep Club and the Rocky-
ford 4-H Beef Club held their annu-
al show and sale on June 3 in the 
Rockyford Arena. They held it inside 
because of the weather for the first 
time since 2019 (prior to Covid). 
They worked very hard to move the 
show inside, setting up mats, panels, 
and shavings, and there was a very 
good turnout. 

The Rockyford club held a mini 
show a few weeks prior, where Anna 
Newell gave tips on the members’ 
showmanship and ran them through 
what a judge would normally do. She 

also gave a grooming demonstration 
and showed them how to clip, blow, 
and properly groom their steers. This 
helped a lot of the members when 
show day came. 

Grand Champion Market Animal 
for Rockyford was Kaylee Nielsen, 
and Reserve was Rhett Desmet. The 
beef on a bun lunch provided by the 
Lions Club was delicious and had a 
very long line of people there. The 
sale afterwards had many bidders, 
and many of them made a significant 
contribution to the 4-H community. 

We would like to thank everyone 
who supported the club with dona-
tions, the silent auction, and most of 
all, the buyers. The club has had ano-
ther great year, and next year is sure 
to be just as successful.

The Rockyford 4-H Club capped off another successful season with the West Wheatland Show 
and Sale on June 3. Kaylee Nielsen was named the Grand Champion.

Photos Courtesy of Belinda Nielsen and Megan Koester
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Tabletop wargaming 
tournament runs second 
iteration in Strathmore
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wargamers are returning to the tables in Stra-
thmore this weekend with a new tournament 
set to kick off at Hob’s Gaming Café.

For Mitchell Ton, it’s the second time he has 
organized such an event for the local commu-
nity, and he’s hoping to build on the success of 
his previous go, creating an even better expe-
rience for local players. 

“A new edition was (recently) released, a set 
of new rules, so this tournament is a way for 
people to learn the rules together, and try a 
bunch of different armies,” he said. “It is a way 
for everyone to come together in one place all 
at once, share in the hobby, play this tactical 
war game together, and show off their armies 
as well because we’ve got some people who are 
very creative with their paint jobs and construc-
tions.”

The game is Warhammer 40,000 – a tabletop 
skirmish war game set in the far reaches of a 
grimdark future. Players choose their army from 
a wide host of different factions, assemble and 
paint their game pieces themselves, and bring 
them to field against their opponents. 

The size of the game is variable and prede-
termined by a point system, with each model 
being worth a certain amount. 

Ton’s previous tournament encouraged teams 
of two to pair up for their matches and com-

mand their armies together. This time around, 
participants will be playing alone throughout 
the course of the day. 

“Rather than just three matches that takes the 
entire day, we are going to be doing four ra-
pid-fire matches,” he explained. 

Hosting the event at Hob’s Gaming Café, it 
has been limited to 12 players who will compe-
te for prizes and bragging rights, but the even-
tual aim is to grow enough to migrate the event 
to the Strathmore Civic Centre. 

Ton added competitions such as these present 
opportunities for veteran players to get even 
more ingrained in the hobby, to encourage new 
players to sink deeper than just getting their 
feet wet, and to maintain a sense of community.

“We do have multiple awards for the event, of 
course. We have the best overall player, so the 
one who would take first place points and wins 
wise; we have the best painted … then we also 
have some secondary prizes that are still very 
important to promote certain things like sports-
manship,” he said. “Then the last award is the 
one that has been dubbed, ‘The Wooden Spoon,’ 
which is a staple for all tournaments and that is 
the player who comes dead last but stuck it out 
every single round … for the love of the game.”

Ton aims to be hosting tournaments seasonal-
ly or once a quarter. Information about schedu-
ling and participation can be found in person 
at Hob’s Gaming Café, or online via their Face-
book page and Discord server.

Strathmore 
Stampede crowns 
newest rodeo queen
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Stampede is 
soon to crown their next rodeo 
queen, having selected Kesten Sa-
vage to be their ambassador for 
the next year. 

Currently the “lady in waiting,” 
Savage will officially be handed 
down the title from Aliera Cher-
noff during this year’s Strathmore 
Stampede operations. 

“I am just very excited. I have 
wanted this for a really long time, 
and I have tried at two other rodeos to be a rodeo queen,” 
said Savage. “I worked hard throughout the year to prepare 
for this, and I’m very honoured and very excited to have this 
position and be trusted with this role and to represent the 
Strathmore Stampede.”

She explained a previous roadblock she had encountered 
when attempting to achieve a rodeo queen title was in re-
gard to her public speaking ability. 

To remedy this, she joined a Toastmasters group near the 
tail end of 2025. Exercises through joining the group had 
Savage refining both her delivery of prepared speeches, as 
well as for impromptu instances.

“They molded me into a way better public speaker. That 
definitely prepared me, my confidence level – having all the 
right tools and things in your belt to just be able to go in 
with confidence gives you that leg up to be the best person 
you can be through the competition process,” said Savage. “I 
was very fortunate to be able to bring in all the right tools 
and have all the right things and just go in with all that con-
fidence, and it really helped at the end of the day … I just 
felt way better prepared.”

The competition process consisted of a radio interview, a 
written exam testing knowledge of Strathmore, and the Ca-
nadian Pro Rodeo Association, among other topics, sponsor 
visits, parade participation, public speaking, and a horse-
manship exam. 

For the equestrian component, candidates were given a 
prepared pattern which they were allowed to practice ahead 
of time, as well as an impromptu pattern expected to be 
completed on site. 

Savage, originally hailing from Calgary, explained her inte-
rest in rodeo pageantry started at a young age, having seen 
the Calgary Stampede royalty on numerous occasions and 
being inspired by them.

“I wrote my speech about how I admired rodeo queens 
growing up because it has been such a big thing for me for 
a very long time and something that I have always dreamed 
of doing since I was a little girl,” she said. “It meant a lot to 
me to be able to put my name into the ring and eventually 
become a rodeo queen myself, which was super exciting.”

Savage has participated as a Calgary Stampede Showrider 
and has competed for rodeo crowns in Cochrane and Oko-
toks prior to finding her queenship in Strathmore.

The Strathmore Venom Jr. B lacrosse team jumped out to an early 4-1 first 
period lead when they hosted the Badlands Sun Devils on July 5 at the 
Strathmore Family Centre. Unfortunately, the offence dried up in the final 
two periods en route to an 8-5 loss. The Venom will play their final regular 
season home game on July 10 at the Strathmore Family Centre.

Joe Lepage Photo

Venom stung
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

ELECTRICAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

GOVERNMENT

KICKSTAND STRATHMORE Operated by Trellis 

mykickstand.ca/Strathmore
kickstand@growwithtrellis.ca  |  403-934-0516

Services & Service Area: At Kickstand, we provide free therapy 
and support for mental health, substance use, and more, tailored 

to young people aged 11-25 across Alberta, up to 12 free sessions.
You can access our confidential therapy services for anxiety, 
depression, trauma, and more - both virtually and in-person. 

Our services are designed to provide young people with a 
safe space to talk, relax, and get the peer support and 

mental health therapy they need in Strathmore, 
Wheatland County and the communities within.

BUSINESSES

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

MOW-VAC LAWN CARE

403-690-6873
MowVac.lawncare@gmail.com

Serving Lyalta, Langdon, Strathmore, Irricana, 
Chestermere and surrounding areas

Mowing, Trimming
Weekly and Biweekly Mowing available

Spring Packages available
Over Seeding and Fertilizing

Turning Gardens and Flowerbeds
Pressure Washing (House, Deck, Fence, Driveway)

LAWN CARE

I PAY CA$H!! I PAY CA$H!! 

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust, 
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything made 
of gold or silver! 

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,  
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything  
made of gold or silver! 

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

CASH  CASH  
FOR COINSFOR COINS

CASH  CASH  
FOR COINSFOR COINS

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, 
FRanklin Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, 

ColleCtoR’s Coins, nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, 
old Coins, old $, gold Coins, silveR Coins, 

baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, steRling silveR 
& entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

WANTED Royal Canadian Mint Coins, FRanklin 
Mint, Us Mint, woRld sets etC, ColleCtoR’s Coins, 

nUMisMatiCs, olyMpiC Coins, old Coins, old $,  
gold Coins, silveR Coins, baRs, ingots, jewelRy, nUggets, 

steRling silveR & entiRe Coin ColleCtions!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICESDAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
• Stump Grinding • Aeration
• Firewood • Rototilling
• Hauling • Junk Removal
• Gopher Traps - Lee’s Trap Works

403-934-7645403-934-7645

YARD MAINTENANCE
LIVESTOCK

PASTURE 
WANTED: 

Cow/Calf Pairs.  
Quiet, quality cattle.  

Checked regular. 
Managed well.  

Don’t overgraze.  
Contact Travis @ 
Redline Livestock  
403-994-1065

COMING EVENT

To old and new friends
you are invited to help us celebrate 

65th Wedding Anniversary
at the Travelodge, 350 Ridge Road 

in Strathmore. July 25, 2026, 
1.30 PM to 5.00 PM. 

If you wish to help us celebrate, please RSVP 
before July 10, so we can tell the caterer 

how many to expect.
And since we are moving in the fall, it will also 

give us a chance to see everyone before.
Call 403 540 0201 or email:  
jenslehma13@gmail.com 

NO gifts please and dress casual

Looking forward to seeing you.

Clara & Jens Clara & Jens 
LehmannLehmann

SUDOKU

BUILDINGS
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas, 
Machine Sheds and more, 
sales@integr i tybui l t .com 
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

COMING EVENT
FIREARMS WANTED FOR  OUR 2026  AUCTION PROGRAM: Fire-
arms, Ammunition, Accessories, or Militaria. Collections, Estates or 
single items. For Auction, or Possible Purchase: Contact us: 1-800-
694-2609, Email: sales@switzersauction.com or Visit us @ www.
switzersauction.com for Auction Dates & Details.

SERVICES
PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. 403-543-
0927; www.firstandsecond-
mortgages.ca.

TRAVEL
OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VILLA: 
Executive lakeview villa in Os-
oyoos, BC, breathtaking lake 
and mountain views; just 3 
minutes from town. Vacation 
in Canada’s warmest destina-
tion. Or warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort units in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 306-
716-2671 or visit osoyoo-
slakevilla.com.

THOMPSON, 
Ronald “Ron” Stewart
Thompson - Ronald “Ron” Stewart 
Thompson, beloved partner, father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, cow-

boy, and friend, passed away on Saturday, July 4th, 
2026 in Medicine Hat, at the age of 72 years. Ron 
was the only child of Shorty and Elaine Thompson. He 
was born on October 4th, 1953, in Bassano, Alberta, 
where his lifelong love of ranching and rodeo began. 
Although he spent much of his life living and working 
in the Bassano and Strathmore areas, he returned to 
his hometown five years ago to be closer to family. 
Ron attended Bassano School and graduated in 1973. 
While he never pursued post-secondary education, 
some of his most valuable lessons were learned 
long before graduation—often while checking cattle 
on the lease under the watchful eye of Jack Peake, 
even on days he was supposed to be in school. As 
a teenager, Ron embraced the rodeo lifestyle, trying 
nearly every event. He even rode the occasional buf-
falo at convention rodeos when they were short of 
riders. In 1974, Ron married Darlene Stewart, and 
they welcomed two sons, Cody and Tyler. In 1995, 
he met Shirley Boucher, and they began their 31-year 
partnership. Throughout his career, Ron worked for 
several well-known operations, including LK Ranch-
es, Snake Lake Ranches, Western Feedlots, and the 
Calgary Stockyards. A cowboy through and through, 
he found great satisfaction working with cattle and 
horses. He was a patient teacher who generously 
shared his knowledge of rodeo, livestock, and agri-
culture with anyone eager to learn, especially young 
people. Ron was equally generous with his time and 
dedicated many years to supporting the rodeo com-
munity. He served on numerous rodeo committees, 
was an Event Director with the Foothills Cowboys 
Association, a respected rodeo judge and clinician, 
an active member of the Canadian Classic Rodeo 
Association where he competed in team roping, and 
a valued member of the Bassano Rodeo Committee. 
Known for his kind heart, friendly smile, and willing-
ness to strike up a conversation, Ron never met a 
stranger. He loved to visit, tell stories, and share his 
remarkable knowledge of the history of the Bassano 
area. Ron was predeceased by his parents, Shorty 
and Elaine Thompson. He is lovingly remembered by 
his partner, Shirley Boucher; his sons, Cody (Traci) 
and Tyler (Riley); his grandsons, Riley (Caitlyn), Scott 
(Taylor), and Lachlan and his great-granddaughter, 
Michaela. A Celebration of Ron’s Life will be held on 
Saturday, July 11th, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. at the Bas-
sano Community Hall in Bassano, Alberta. Refresh-
ments will follow the program.
Cremation is entrusted to and conducted at
Smith Funeral Home Ltd., Brooks
Funeral arrangements entrusted to:
SMITH FUNERAL HOME LTD., BROOKS, ALBERTA
Condolences may be forwarded through   www.sfh.ca  
Telephone 403-362-4636 or Toll Free 866-362-4652
“Our Families Serving Your Family with Complete 
Burial or Cremation Services”

Obituary

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

403-934-5589

Check us out ONLINE!!Check us out ONLINE!!
www.www.StrathmoStrathmoreTimesreTimes.com.com
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July 15, 2026 | 6 p.m.
July 22, 2026 | 6 p.m.
Sept 2, 2026 | 6 p.m.

Upcoming Council Meetings
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Bored? We can fix that. 
Join a board.
Boards and committees have always played an important role in our 
community. If you’re looking for a way to make an impact, this is your 
chance to get involved. The Town is currently accepting applications 
for Family and Community Support Services Advisory Board - 1 
position open.

For questions about Volunteer Boards and Committees, please email 
LSAdmin@strathmore.ca or call 403-934-3133.

Theme Date

Splash and Play (Swim 
Lessons) July 6 to 10, 2026

Sport and Explore July 13 to 17, 2026

Multi-Sport Adventure July 20 to 24, 2026

Splash and Dash (Swim 
Lessons) July 27 to 31, 2026

Neon Days Aug 4 to 7, 2026

Balls and More Aug 10 to 14, 2026

Olympic Days Aug 17 to 21, 2026

NEW* Fencing Camp 
(Ares Pentathlon & 
Fencing)

Aug 24 to 28, 2026

Let’s Celebrate Aug 24 to 27, 2026

Enjoy them safely. 
Storm pond safety.
Storm ponds play an important role in protecting our homes and 
neighbourhoods. They help prevent flooding by managing heavy 
rainfall and slowly releasing water back into the environment. As 
water moves across streets and properties, it collects sediment, 
pollutants, and debris - storm ponds help filter this before it reaches 
our rivers and streams.

While Strathmore is home to many storm ponds, only Kinsmen Lake 
and Strathmore Lakes permit recreational use such as fishing. For 
your safety, please avoid any activity on or near other storm ponds. 
These ponds are deeper than they appear with water levels that rise 
and move quickly. They often contain contaminants like fertilizers, 
pesticides, and animal waste as well.

Visit our website, Strathmore.ca/StormPonds for more information.

Register today! 
Summer Camps.
We’ve got some fun and safe alternatives to 
boredom for ages 4 to 12 with our summer 
camps! Check out the themes of each week 
and register your child for their favourite 
theme, or register in all the weeks for a fun-
filled summer!

For more information, visit our website 
Strathmore.ca/Recreation. For 
registration, you can register for camps 
through your PerfectMind account. Got 
questions? Give us a call at 403-361-2121. 

New classes available. 
Lifeguard academy.
Interested in the Lifeguard Academy? We’ve got some new classes 
for you to check out.

• Lifesaving Intermediate First Aid with CPR-C & AED

• Bronze Medallion

• Bronze Cross

• National Lifeguard

• Swim Instructor

Check out Strathmore.ca/Recreation for more information.

Hey dogs, keep your 
owner on their leash.
You don’t want them getting lost, right?

June to early August road maintenance. 
Summer Construction on Wheatland Trail.
Starting as early as today through approximately early August, you 
may see construction activity along Wheatland Trail (Highway 817) 
as the Government of Alberta through Alberta Transportation and 
Economic Corridors begins road rehabilitation work in and around 
Strathmore.

Weather permitting, their contractor Aecon will be working on 
Highway 817 from approximately 1 km south of Highway 1 to 3 km 
north of Strathmore. Work anticipated to be completed between 
June 18 and June 30 includes:

• Concrete and sidewalk repairs at several locations within 
Strathmore, including near Esso, Fas Gas, and Strathmore 
Alliance Church

• Roadway repairs south of Brent Boulevard

• Crack sealing throughout the project area

• Installation of highway street lighting at the Highway 564 and 
Highway 817 intersection

To help reduce impacts on traffic, work south of Westmount Drive 
will generally take place overnight between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. Work 
north of Westmount Drive will generally occur during daytime hours 
due to nearby residences.

You should expect to see reduced speeds, lane restrictions, and 
delays while work is underway. Paving operations are scheduled to 
begin after the July long weekend and run until early August, weather 
dependent.

Please note that Highway 817 and the above project is managed by 
the Government of Alberta and not the Town of Strathmore.

For more information on Government of Alberta road conditions and 
construction updates, call 5-1-1 toll-free or visit 511.alberta.ca

Information on Strathmore’s roads can always be found at 
Strathmore.ca/RoadReports

Strathmore Forward. 
Municipal Development Plan Update.
The Town of Strathmore is updating its Municipal Development 
Plan (MDP) — a guiding document that provides direction on how 
our community will grow and develop over the long term. The 
Town’s current MDP is being reviewed and updated to reflect where 
Strathmore is headed. This review, called Strathmore Forward, is 
happening in stages. The first stage, Module A, focuses on topics 
like growth management, economic development, and agricultural 
operations, and includes updated content to help residents better 
understand the plan.

Bylaw No. 26-07, pertaining to Module A, is posted and available for 
public review and comment. The commenting period will remain 
open up to and including the scheduling of a public hearing at 
Council. Questions and/or comments about Module A and Bylaw 
No. 26-07 can be sent to strathmoreforward@strathmore.ca or 
by regular mail to Town of Strathmore c/o Project Manager (MDP 
Review), PO Box 2280, 1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, Alberta, T1P 
1K2. 

More information about the Town’s Municipal Development Plan can 
be found at Strathmore.ca/MDP

You can 
make a 
difference.
Recruitment is now open for paid-on-call 
firefighters. These community members step 
up to protect their neighbours when it matters 
most. Whether you’re a parent, student, 
tradesperson, or small business owner, you 
could be the next to answer the call. You don’t 
need to be a superhero. You don’t have to quit 
your day job. 
All you need is an interest in making a difference.
Apply today:

403-934-3022
firehall@strathmore.ca
Strathmore.ca/PaidOnCall


