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Town renews support
for new lodge

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Town of Strathmore council will be renewing its sup-
port of the Wheatland Lodge project aiming to be con-
structed adjacent to Kinsmen Park.

Council voted 5-2 in favour to authorize Mayor Pat
Fule to sign a letter of support to the Wheatland Hous-
ing Management Body (WHMB) in order to better their
odds of receiving funding from the province required
to take the build to tender.

“Over the past several years, Town of Strathmore
council has passed a number of motions related to the
collaboration with regional partners including Wheat-
land County and the villages of Rockyford, Standard,
and Hussar for the potential development of a 120-unit
Wheatland Lodge,” he said. “This would support the
WHMB'’s reapplication for the affordable housing part-
nership program grant, as they have been advised that
all municipalities must be in full support of the project
and the application submission deadline is Jan. 31.”

The Town of Strathmore is being asked to contribute
a one-time debt of $2.865 million over a 25-year amor-
tization period to the project.

Coun. Richard Wegener noted the amortization pe-
riod is variable, with discussion having taken place
about as much as a 40-year amortization.

The caveat to potentially extending the repayment
period would be at the point of 40 years, the repay-
ments would be over double the interest of the original
borrow. In this case, the town would have to repay an
extra $3 million on top of the original $2.865 million.

It was the recommendation of administration that the
town authorize Fule to sign the letter of support for
the project, as well as to invite the WHMB and Chief
Administrative Officer to a future council meeting to
discuss project updates.

During the discussion, Coun. Brent Wiley aimed to
help clarify exactly which demographic the new lodge
would aim to serve should it see construction through
to completion.

“It is really important that people understand this
lodge is not being built as a high level of health or a
high level of care. It is actually an L1, which means it
would be an introductory level of care,” he said.

Wegener added the facility is intended to serve as
congregate living for residents who do not require ad-
ditional help and are effectively self-sufficient.

The facility is intended to feature menial care sup-
ports, as well as six palliative care beds, however the
majority of the facility would serve a similar purpose to
the currently existing lodge.

Continued on Page 4

3 acres fully developed
bungalow with over
1700sqft of living area and 12+ acres with 2 homes,
double attached garage.  large shop, setup for horses
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Protecting the ring

The U16A RISE ringette team hosted the Lethbridge Rattlers on Jan. 24 at the Strath-
more Family Centre. Despite keeping it close early, the RISE were ultimately defeated
after giving up half a dozen goals before the half. The RISE team then played a close

home game the following day, losing 4-3 to Calgary Bow Valley. Lepage Photo
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Pictures worth a thousand words

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

Mike Drew kicked off the Vault Cultu-
ral Collective Speaker Series on Jan. 23
with stunning photos displayed in the
Upper Gallery for all to see.

The award-winning photographer
shared decades of work and stories dra-
wn from a life spent watching Southern
Alberta closely.

Drew, who had spent more than 35
years photographing and documenting
his On the Road column for the Calgary
Sun, brought a deeply personal collec-
tion to Strathmore. His images celebra-
ted wildlife, prairie landscapes and qui-
et corners of the region that often went
unnoticed.

“Basically, I photograph whatever I
see,” Drew said. “If ’'m out in the coun-
try and I’'m driving along and something
catches my eye, I'll photograph it. In
general terms, I photograph Southern
Alberta.”

Over decades on the road, Drew de-
veloped a reputation for noticing de-
tails others passed by.

“I would much rather be out on the
prairie looking around and looking for

N

things that people might just pass by
and not even notice, and then try to
bring some attention to them,” he said.

Many of the photographs he shared
did exactly that, transforming familiar
land into something fresh and compel-
ling.

Drew told the crowd his curiosity
was rooted in a lifelong connection
to the region. Now 73, he had lived
in Southern Alberta since infancy and
paid close attention to how it looked
and felt over time.

“I've essentially lived my entire life in
Southern Alberta,” he said. “I've paid at-
tention to stuff around me through that
whole time.”

That attentiveness, honed during ye-
ars of newspaper work, had shaped his
desire to help people understand whe-
re they lived.

“Most people know almost nothing
about where anything is,” he said. “It
made me want to educate people a little
bit and spark their curiosity.”

As visitors listened intently, Drew
spoke about travelling back roads wit-
hout rigid plans, letting the land guide
him.

“Every time I go out, even if it’s to
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the same place on the same
route, it’s always different,”
he added. “There’s always
something else to see, or so-
mething familiar in a diffe-
rent way.”

That philosophy resona-
ted with the audience, many
of whom recognized the
places Drew described. He
spoke enthusiastically about
prairie valleys, parkland
transitions and historic ter-
rain shaped thousands of
years ago, all within driving
distance of home.

“Most people don’t even
know it exists, let alone go
there,” he said. “I guess may-
be an appreciation of what
they have that’s right around
them ...when I talk, I hope
people take away the idea to
get out and explore around
where they live.”

Judging by the full gallery
and captivated audience at
The Vault, many left inspired
to do just that.

Mike Drew spoke about his travels around Alberta and across
the World during the Vault Cultural Collective Speaker Series
on Jan. 23.

Melissa Piche Photo

RCMP reports Q2 2025
local crime numbers

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore RCMP reported a decre-
ase in local crime, but an increase in
traffic collisions during the second
quarter of 2025 compared to the first.

Staff Sgt. Mark Wielgosz presented
the RCMP’s April 5 to Sept. 30 report
to the Town of Strathmore Committee
of the Whole on Jan. 14 to summari-
ze local goings on and update the new
council.

“Our policing priorities were esta-
blished with the last council (at) the
beginning of the fiscal year with res-
pect to crime prevention and reduction
activities within the Town of Strath-
more,” said Wielgosz.

Local police have emphasized reduc-
tion in property crimes, road safety, and
community engagement. This is not to
say they have been negligent in other
areas; these in particular were specifi-
cally highlighted to the committee.

Wielgosz explained these areas being
points of strategic focus aim to see the
greatest impact for the benefit of the
local community with respect to public
safety.

“If we may be noticing a certain cri-
me trend that may be emerging, we
can also modify our priorities and add
them to what it is we are looking at,”
he said.

Break and enter incidents dropped
from nine in the first quarter of 2025
down to three in the second. Thefts
of and from motor vehicles also saw
drops in activity from 13 to nine, and
from six to five respectively.

NEW CANNABIS

STORE

OPEN

Regarding reportable traffic collisi-
ons, there were 33 in the second quar-
ter, up from 22 in the first. Those re-
sulting in injury were up from four to
seven during the indicated time period.

Though reportable collisions have
been indicated to be significantly up
from the previous year, the numbers
are still well within the six-year histo-
rical average.

The report describes driver inattenti-
veness being a significant contributor
to collisions largely consisting of rear
end collisions, striking objects such as
posts, lights and guard rails, and run-
ning red lights.

Of the collisions noted during the
time period, one resulted in a fatality.

“Our first program that we have seen
much success over the past four years
in my tenure here is our habitual offen-
der management program. These are
people that we know of in our commu-
nity that have certainly had a negative
impact on communities through the
volumes of crimes that they commit,”
added Wielgosz.

“During Quarter 1 and Quarter 2, we
were monitoring 15 habitual offenders,
seven of them residing in the Town of
Strathmore proper. Compliance checks
during Quarter 1 and Quarter 2, we did
not find any of those subjects to be out
of compliance.”

Addressing concerns expressed by
council members, Wielgosz added lo-
cal RCMP may explore additional safe-
ty measures to prevent collisions and
injuries along Highways 1 and 817,
being among the more common areas
of incidents.

Unit 125C - 100 Ranch Market

Licensed Cannabis Retailer. Government ID is checked.

No person under 18 years of age is allowed to order online or on-premises.
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Kings solidify playoff spot, gun for home
Ice advantage

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

With only two games remaining in the regular
season, the Agra Risk Wheatland Kings have gua-
ranteed themselves a slot in the upcoming play-
offs.

The question remaining is whether they will be
able to have home ice advantage, and the answer
is on a razor’s edge.

“We really have a long-term plan, so we are
going to stick with that, and that is basically ... at
the end of the year, we want to work on our team
systems, and fine tune everything as we get ready
for playoffs,” said Doug Raycroft, head coach of
the Wheatland Kings. “It is also a combination of]
because most teams in this league only practice a
couple times a week, you are constantly working
on your scoring and passing, and you are always

staying as sharp as you can.”

Throughout the course of the regular season,
Raycroft has put a large emphasis on developing
the team’s systems of play and defence, maintai-
ning the methodology that in order to compete at
the top, being able to score is not all encompas-
sing, but preventing goals against is just as im-
portant.

This past weekend, after picking up three of
a possible four points, the second place Kings
hold a narrow two-point lead over the third place
Cochrane Generals in the South Division.

The Kings closed out their home regular season
schedule by losing 3-2 in overtime to the Generals
on Jan. 23, before defeating the Rocky Mountain
House Rams 6-2 on Jan. 24 at Strathmore Family
Centre.

Judging by how tight the schedule is, there is a
good chance the Kings could face the Generals in

FCSS funding recommendations
approved by council

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Over $104,000 in funding recommendations
made by the Family and Community Support Ser-
vices (FCSS) advisory board was approved by the
Town of Strathmore during the Jan. 21 meeting.

Grant programs to receive support include 5
for Life Early Childhood, Accredited Supports to
the Community, Growing Families - Bridging the
Gap, Hope Bridges Society, STAND ASA, the Stra-
thmore Library, Golden Hills School Division, and
Christ the Redeemer schools.

“There (is) some urgency around awarding the-
se funds as several organizations that we do fund
have started their programs in January,” said Budd
Brazier, community and social development ma-
nager.

It was noted in Brazier’s report that during the
FCSS advisory board meeting in December, quo-
rum was not met due to a resignation shortly prior
to the meeting, which did not allow for a replace-
ment to be found in time.

Should the meeting have not occurred as dicta-
ted by regular procedure, funding recommenda-
tions would have been delayed until February or
March, well after regular programming was sup-
posed to be initiated by several recipient organi-
zations.

“I am comfortable with letting the board make
the decisions and not get into the granular aspects
of what each group actually does; leave that to
the board,” said Mayor Pat Fule. “I also recognize
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that the membership has caused this question to
come up.”

In the worst-case scenario, should funding not
have been approved during the Jan. 21 meeting,
certain programs would not have been able to be
initiated by their regular operating times, scaling
down programs, or cancelling altogether.

With the funds being approved for distribution
as recommended, there are now zero funds remai-
ning through the town for the 2026 FCSS grant
funding year.

Coun. Brent Wiley supported the recommenda-
tion for funding despite the failure to meet quo-
rum. He also called to the public regarding any
potential interest in volunteerism for the FCSS
board.

“This is less than an ideal situation and we
need to get this fixed. If there is anyone at home
looking to volunteer for a very, very useful com-
mittee that only meets three to four times a year,
that is responsible for directing the allocation of
tens of thousands of dollars of grant money to
fantastic organization in town, this is for you,” he
said.

Coun. Melissa Langmaid and Coun. Claude
Brown expressed interest in council receiving a
summary of what funded organizations intend to
utilize their grants for at a later meeting.

Langmaid’s motion to approve the funding re-
quests was approved unanimously following dis-
cussion.
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the post season.

“I think just staying out of penalty trouble with them is
important and just playing a really solid team game. They
are really good in their rink, so when you go to Cochrane
you really have to be ready to play a good team game,” said
Raycroft. “Our rink, we have got the Olympic-sized ice. It’s a
big rink so we like to use that space by moving the puck a
lot and taking advantage of our speed.”

Since the calendar switched to 2026, Wheatland has batt-
led some of the top teams in the league. The Kings were
defeated 3-1 at home by the Mountainview Colts, then be-
sted the division-leading Medicine Hat Cubs 3-2 in overtime
during the Jan. 16-17 home games.

“They were both really close games against some good
teams and that is kind of what we wanted,” said Raycroft.
“When you are getting ready for playoffs, you want to play
the best teams and test yourself so you can see where we are
at and get ready.”
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Weekend split

The Strathmore Storm U11A
team open the weekend docket
with the 6-1 loss to Duchess on
Jan. 24 at the Strathmore Family
Centre. However, the Storm got
back to their winning ways with
a 3-1 home win over Okotoks the
next day.

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS IN
THE TIMES!

Call 403-934-5589
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MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2" Avenue
P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

ADVENTIST CHURCH C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY
Meeting in the Lutheran Church 3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
112 Lakeside Blvd. 403-273-0494  www.c3connect.ca

1-888-506-1066 ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright
Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM
www.strathmoreadventist.ca

Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson
Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.

(C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

donald816@hotmail.com STRATHMORE UNITED
God’s Closet Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue
Collects children’s clothing and 403-934-3025

diStribUteS Feb., Ma\/, AUg and NOV. Rev_ Maria sZabone Berces

Sunday Worship Services 10:30am

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE Services posted on-line at:
325 1 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543 WWW.SMOreuc.com
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe W/C accessible
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland HARVEST HEALING CENTRE
Sundays 10 am CHURCH

Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE Worship Sundays 10:30 am
ASSEMBLY (1 PET. 2:9) Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore Come join us for a spirit-filled time
403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com of worship
Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm CHURCH

Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month -
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm

50 Maplewood Drive ¢ 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays
1st service 9:00am
2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. ¢ 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services - 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ! HOPE COMMUNITY
COVENANT CHURCH
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 245 Brent Bivd, Strathmore
221 4th Ave, Strathmore 403-934-2424
403-934-2641 Sunday Worship 10 am
www.sacredhc.ca www.hope-community.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY C3 STRATHMORE

Mixed finals

The Strathmore & District Curling Club capped
off five days of great competition with the final
of the Mixed Bonspiel on Jan. 25. The club is
now switching gears as they prepare to host the
Strathmore Ladies Bonspeil Feb. 4-8.

Joe Lepage Photos

Town votes to

advocate for new
Wheatland Lodge

Continued from Page 1

“(Residents would) not need the sup-
port that they would get from a Sage-
wood or a, when it gets built, Shasta
(facility). Those are higher levels of care
for the seniors,” said Wegener.

“I think people are under the impres-
sion that when we can get this built,
there is going to be a place for them to
go when they are unable to take care of
themselves, and in reality, that is just not
even what is being proposed to build.
That is not what this project is about,”
added Wiley.

Coun. Matt Hyde, as well as Wiley, ul-
timately voted against authorizing the
letter following extensive discussion
by council. Their concerns were largely
centered on the town’s ability to afford
taking on such a debt required for con-
struction.

GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS
IN THE TIMES!

Call 403-934-5589
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Discussions ongoing over offsite
levies for future developments

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore continues to consider the
implementation of additional offsite le-
vies ahead of imminent development
requirements to support a growing po-
pulation.

Discussion was brought before the
committee of the whole during the Jan.
14 meeting.

“Soft levies are a tool to ensure that
new development continues to support
the capital cost of essential communi-
ty infrastructure such as fire halls, po-
lice stations, recreation facilities, and
libraries,” said Jamie Dugdale, director
of infrastructure, operations, and deve-
lopment services. “In terms of strategic
alignment, implementing soft levies in
the Town of Strathmore would support
several of council’s strategic priorities
such as community development, well-
ness, and financial sustainability.”

Dugdale explained this type of ap-
proach helps to maintain predictable
tax rates, build financial reserves, and
support sustainable municipal growth.

The idea is to effectively relieve the
tax burdens of new growth and deve-

lopment from existing residents and
taxpayers by delegating costs to new
properties, ventures, and residents.

“Strathmore currently has an offsite
levy bylaw for hard services such as
roads, water pipes, and sanitary sewer
pipes,” added Dugdale. “Recent chan-
ges to the (municipal government) act
now allow municipalities to charge of-
fsite levies for soft services or for fa-
cilities. Several municipalities have
implemented those soft levies. These
include Edmonton, Calgary, Chesterme-
re, Cochrane, and High River.”

Dugdale explained to the committee
a key issue council will have to consi-
der is the identification of eligible fa-
cilities for offsite levies such as a fire
hall, a police station, recreation center,
or a library.

He added town staff may be directed
by council to move forward with deve-
loping the required policies and bylaws
to support further offsite levies, as well
as to prepare an implementation plan.

A contingency does exist within the
municipal government act to develop
redevelopment levies; however, in the
context of the Town of Strathmore, cur-
rent levies, as well as those proposed

for future growth are focused on the
emergence of new developments.

CAO Kevin Scoble added the provin-
ce has not to date drafted regulations
or motions regarding making changes
to current offsite levies policies.

Coun. Claude Brown noted interest in
how the town would go about finding
a “sweet spot” in its levies to properly
fund and maintain new infrastructure,
while not unfairly taxing or dissuading
developers and residents from coming
into the town.

“The developers, they have to be en-
gaged, they are a big stakeholder in
this process. We are also aware of whe-
re Strathmore sits in terms of what our
offsite levies are in comparison with
some of the other (nearby) communi-
ties,” said Dugdale. “We also have to
consider ... the four facilities you could
use those soft levies to fund. We can
choose any or all of those that will miti-
gate and manage what that dollar value
is. I do not want to presuppose what
that will look like, but that would be a
part of a subsequent report.”

Council will next discuss how to pro-
ceed with offsite levies during their
strategic planning retreat.

Town continues Grey’s Park
pathway deliberations

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore is actively
considering the construction of a new
pathway through the Grey’s Park wet-
land area.

Council discussed the project during
the Jan. 21 meeting. Previously, a moti-
on to conduct a feasibility study and a
cost estimation was passed, Sept. 17, to
explore the project.

“If we move forward with this, it
must follow all environmental regula-
tions, including approvals from Alberta
Environment and Protected Areas be-
fore going ahead. Both desktop and
on-site environmental studies would
be needed to ensure protection of local
wildlife and sensitive areas,” said Jamie
Dugdale, director of infrastructure,
operations, and development services.

The property currently under dis-
cussion for the pathway is currently
owned by West Strathmore Develop-
ments and is to be transferred to the
town as part of the West Creek Area
Structure Plan development, tentatively
in 2026 or 2027.

Dugdale estimated that should the
project eventually receive a green light,
it will take approximately 18 months to
go from start to finish.

Coun. Brent Wiley noted that acces-
sible and affordable recreation sites
are considered among the highest pri-
orities described to him by residents,
and low environmental impact projects
such as pathways are generally well
supported by the public.

“When we did a community survey
and asked the citizens what recreation
they prioritized the most, outdoor acti-
vities came, I think it was seven out of
the Top 10 things that people wanted
... I heard again and again how much
residents appreciate our pathway
systems,” said Wiley. “Six months of
the year in Strathmore, you can go out
and run into people on every different
pathway. We have a very active town,
and it is because of 20 years of our
council putting into these pathways. It
is a high priority for me to continue
that legacy.”

He added it would be the envy of
small cities and surrounding municip-
alities to be able to efficiently utilize

local green spaces with pathways such
as the one proposed.

Wiley emphasized that such a pro-
ject is also comparatively very affor-
dable to the town, being budgeted in
the realm of $210,000 between mate-
rials and labour, public consultation,
environmental assessment, and other
associated costs.

“We are not talking about something
in the millions or even in the high
hundreds of thousands here to put
in, but it is something that all people
in this town will use, and it is going
to be awesome,” he said. “I really just
see this as Phase 1 in eventually incor-
porating Kinsman and Grey’s Park as
much as possible together.”

Coun. Claude Brown noted that ba-
sed on the town’s budget, a $100,000
expense represents a one per cent tax
increase and that this should be taken
into account while considering the pri-
ce of a new pathway.

Council voted to direct administrati-
on to return to a future committee of
the whole meeting with various opti-
ons for price points and materials for
constructing the pathway.

NEXT GAMES

Friday, January 30
in Didsbury

Saturday, January 31
in Red Deer

PLAYER OF
ANre
5{;/'{»{’[" e THE GAME 4
7@%65 Jan24
Jan 23 Evan McNair

Connor White

Come Cheeron éﬂzm’
Elara Kisk UWheatlond Kinas

- YOUR WEEKLY
¥ HEALTH ADVICE

2 Gord Morck Pharmacist
Capsule Comments

Turmeric has a history spanning 4000
years where it has both culinary medic-
inal uses. With a huge increase in the use
the past few years, some signs of liver
injury are beginning to be noted only in
those who take turmeric in large doses.
Watch for any yellowing of the eyes of
skin, dark urine, nausea, vomiting, or
stomach pain

Social media is full of cancer and autism
videos, and the majority contain misin-
formation. CBCs Marketplace analyzed
100 videos discussing cancer treatment
and 100 on autism therapy and 80% are
not supported by scientific evidence.
Before trying any of these, talk to your
doctor or pharmacist to see if there’s any
validity to the claims.

The causes of Parkinson’s disease are
unknown, but it could be a combination
of genetic and environmental factors
with age being the most significant risk
factor. High exposure to chemicals like
trichloroethylene used in dry cleaning,
and exposure to pesticides, like Paraquat
have been linked to Parkinson’s. Since
some of these chemicals can seep into
groundwater, an good quality water filter
is a good idea.

On the good side, there have been some
links between drinking coffee or tea
and the reduced risk of Parkinson’s. Al-
though, these links are inconsistent, just
may reduce the risk of Parkinson’s.

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm
Sat: 9-6 pm * Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore

VALUE
DRUG
MART

Cet the latest new products, special savings,
contests and more sent directly to your
email. Sign up today for the
Value Drug Mart E-letter.

132 - 2nd Ave.
Strathmore
Ph: 403-934-3122

CANADA %

STRATHMORE /
MOTOR PRODUCTS

403-934-3334

- 888-934-4434

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

== ] e

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1976

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

www.StrathmoreMotors.com

gm

GENUINE PARTS

Certified Service
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Celebrating literacy

The Strathmore Municipal Library hosted Family
Literacy Day on Saturday, Jan. 24 at the library. The
family-friendly event featured games, reading, a visit
from a local author and free pizza.

Joe Lepage Photos

Investing in Alberta’s future

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Alberta is growing quickly, and that
puts extra pressure on important ser-
vices that families count on. With more
people than ever calling our province
home, we need to make smart choices
now, so our health care, water, and
energy systems can keep up. That is
why Alberta’s government is making
targeted investments that help Alber-
tans today and set us up for the future.

Work is underway to expand the
Alberta Children’s Hospital. Plans in-
clude building a larger inpatient tower
and a new research centre to improve
care for kids from every corner of the
province. When it is finished, the ex-
pansion will add 40 new hospital beds
and 10 mental health beds, boosting
capacity by 32 per cent and giving
more families confidence that their
children can get the specialized care
they need.

At the same time, the $151 milli-
on expansion of the Peter Lougheed
Centre is now complete. This upgrade
adds almost 100 new patient beds, in-
cluding more space in the emergen-
cy department. For seniors, families,
and anyone who has spent long hours
waiting for care, this means better pa-
tient flow, less crowding, and faster
access when it is needed most.

Both of these facilities play a vital
role for residents in our constituency,
with families from our communities
relying on the Alberta Children’s Hos-
pital and the Peter Lougheed Centre
for specialized care, emergency ser-
vices, and ongoing treatment close to
home.

Albertans deserve to know how

- WHEATLAND

N
\j

COUNTY

their health care system is performing,
especially when it comes to wait times
and access to care. That is why Alber-
ta has launched a new health system
dashboard. This online tool gives cle-
ar, easy-to-understand information
about surgeries, wait times, and he-
alth care services across the provin-
ce. Albertans can access the health
system dashboard at alberta.ca/he-
alth-system-dashboard.

By making this information public
and updating it regularly, Albertans
can better understand what’s happe-
ning in their communities, health care
workers can see where improvements
are needed, and the system can be
held accountable.

Strong hospitals and emergency ser-
vices are especially important in rural
Alberta, where people often need to
travel long distances for care. Inves-
ting in modern facilities and digital
resources helps make sure rural com-
munities have reliable, high-quality
health services.

Our government is also taking real
steps to support farmers, ranchers,
and rural communities by improving
access to water. New rules now al-
low producers to store more water in
dugouts, helping them better manage
drought and protect their operations.
Communities and businesses can also
make greater use of stormwater and
wetlands, which supports conservati-
on and helps ensure water is available
when it’s needed most.

Looking ahead, we have launched
a province-wide conversation about
the future of Alberta’s energy. Electri-
city demand is rising, and Albertans
are being invited to share their views
on how to meet that demand. Public

town halls are being held across the
province to gather feedback on the
potential role of nuclear energy. I am
honoured to chair the Nuclear Energy
Engagement and Advisory Panel, and
I invite you to participate and learn
more about upcoming in-person en-
gagement sessions. Please visit alber-
ta.ca/nuclear-energy-engagement.

Our government is always working
to make Alberta a place where fami-
lies can thrive, seniors are supported,
and rural communities remain strong.
These efforts — from upgrading hos-
pitals to improving water access to
planning for long-term energy needs
— all aim to keep our province the
best place to live, work, and raise a
family.

These priorities translate into real
support for people in our commu-
nities. Through programs like the
Community Facility Enhancement
Program (CFEP), our government
works alongside local organizations
to strengthen essential services and
ensure help is available when it’s
needed most. Recently, the Ministry
of Arts, Culture and Status of Wo-
men approved $95,000 to support the
much-needed expansion of the Strath-
more Overnight Shelter that provides
temporary shelter, essential supports,
and wraparound services for people
experiencing homelessness, domestic
violence, or other crises.

As always, please feel free to reach
out to my office with your feedback
and questions (Chestermere.Strath-
more@assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordability
and Utilities)

(] (]
Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.
For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.
February 3, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting
February 10, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission
February 10, 2026, 10:00 a.m. | PPC & COW

To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted.
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

< When: March 11, 2026, 8:30am - 5:30pm

Where: Wheatland County
Administration Office:
242006 HWY #1 & RR 243

2026 Farmer Pesticide Certificate Course

The Farmer Pesticide Certification course s a tool

intended to help farmers to reduce risks associated with

pesticide use, This course i recommended under the

Alberta Environmental Farm Plan, but is also mandatory

for farmers who wish to use restricted pesticides that
i such as

Cost: $100 + tax (lunch included)

“ Instructors:
Dr. Bill Hamman & Erin Mellwraith

« Register before March 2 at:

Online home study of the course would be beneficial.
The online training is located at the following link or
simply search Farmer Pesticide Training on the Alberta
Agriculture & Irrigation website | o

2026 Alberta Farmer Pesticide Applica-
tor Certificate Course Tickets, Wed,
Mar 11, 2026 at 8:30 AM | Eventbrite

For more information contact:
Albert Anderson@wheatlandcounty.ca
Ph: 403-934-4949

f 4l
training-certificate-course

The Certificate will be sent to you by Alberta Agriculture
and lerigation after successfully passing a closed book
exam at end of day.

Dr. Blll Hamman and Erin Mcllwraith are certified
trainers who have been teaching pesticide application

Mote: Recertification ks no longer an option, the

course must be re-taken every 5 years. many years.

and i I safety for

AGRICULTURE &

ENVIRONMENT

»«uaymm_qm»'ma lg‘mfﬁ-mmmm
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If you're interested or have questions, please call or
email Fire Services at 403-361-2182 or
fireservices@wheatlandcounty.ca.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4

Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

oo

)]
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Careers with Wheatland County
Available opportunities include:

. Heavy Truck Operator (Hamlet Crew)
. Closes February 6, 2026

WE'RE
" HIRING!

Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY!

wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/
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her last days.

two terms.

Nina, Toby and Lynne.

and Leonard.

Funeral Chapel.

Qbituary
SCHELSKE,

Judith (Judy) Elaine
(nee Lassiter)

Judith (Judy) Elaine Schelske (nee
. Lassiter) passed away on January 20,
2026, at the age of 83 in Strathmore Hospital. She
was surrounded by her children and grandchildren in

Judy was born to Oscar Bruce (OB) and Alice Lassiter
in Chin Alberta, the second youngest of 12 children.
The family later moved to Duchess, AB onto the John
Ware Ranch for a time before settling in Bassano, AB.
In her younger years Judy was active in the Girl
Scouts, and various school activities. After marrying
Glen and settling on the Schelske family farm near
Cluny, she enjoyed a very busy life as a farm wife,
artist, avid reader and loving mother to her 3 children.
She was very community minded and was Honored
Royal Lady with the Bassano Royal Purple/Elks for

Judy is survived by her sons Randy (Myrna), Eldon
(Tina), and her daughter Maria (Darcy), grandchildren
Adam, Thomas, Nicole (Chase), Amanda (Dustin), and
Melissa. Great grandchildren Kayson, Tyler, Sophia,
Amelia, Leah, Jace and Maci. And her siblings Caral,

She is pre-deceased by her husband Glen, siblings
Shirley Mae, Eric Bruce, Mildred, Patrica, Stan, Byron

A memorial service for Judith will be held on Satur-
day, February 21,2026, at 1:00 p.m. at the Wheatland

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the
Wheatland Society of Arts, Strathmore, AB.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE

Kevin Ellis

Alberta T1P 0M1

NOTICE

IS HEREBY GIVEN that all
persons having claims against the Estate
of Rebecca Lynn Dahl, late of Wheatland
County Alberta, who died on October
3, 2025 are required to file particulars
of their claims, duly verified, with the
undersigned on or before 30 days from
publication, after which date the Estate
will be distributed having regard only to
the claims then filed.

DATED this 28 of January, 2026.

Executor of the Estate of Rebecca Dahl
251077 RR 243 Wheatland County,

TRAVEL

EXTRAORDINARY ~ VILLA IN
0S0Y00S, BC, breathtaking
lake views, just 3 minutes
from town. Vacation in Cana-
da’s warmest destination. Or
warmer weather, two luxurious
5-star resort units in Phoenix,
Arizona. Doug 306-716-2671;
osoyooslakevilla.com.

HELP WANTED

THE LAKESIDE LEADER is hir-
ing an editor, for a full-time
position in Slave Lake. Salary
$55,000 per year. Email re-
sume, cover letter and samples
of writing and photography to
spnproduction@hotmail.com.

BUILDINGS

INTEGRITY ~ POST  FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT
WITH  CONCRETE  POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds and more,
sales@integritybuilt.com
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

HEALTH

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Oth-
er medical conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING or DRESS-
ING? The Disability Tax Credit
allows for $3,000 yearly tax
credit and $30,000 lump sum
refund. Take advantage of this
offer. Apply NOW; quickest re-
fund Nationwide: Expert help.
1-844-453-5372.

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

AUTOS

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less).
Reach 75 weekly newspapers.
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com;
email classifieds@awna.com.

SERVICES

Scribbly: a whimsical, monthly
writing program mailed to your
home! Experience new levels
of writing skill & joy. Start-
ing at $57 Cdn. Members in
18 countries. www.kimduke-
writes.com/Scribbly.

ANNOUNCEMENT

“THINKING OF YOUR DREAM
VACATION?” How about the
Knights of Columbus Airdrie
Dream Vacation Raffle. BUY
YOUR TICKET TODAY! at aird-
riedreamvacation.ca”

COMMERCIAL

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE
THROUGHOUT  Alberta. The
Blanket Classifieds or Value
Ads connect with more than
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose
from three packages begin-
ning at $269, $299 or $599
to share your message in
over 70 Weekly Community
Newspapers. Contact THIS
NEWSPAPER today or email
classifieds@awna.com  for
more information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-8746 or
visit www.awna.com.
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE

2021 ROYAL LEPAGE AWARD'WINNER!

SHAUNA KENWORTHY

Serving
Strathmore

and Area

ELECTRICAL FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

THE CARPETCOP W
403-981-6182 W

.fﬁ

for
25 Years!

ﬁ . naral.umrl

-(f/

403 803 4605

Dennis McNeill - master Electrician
403-934-7249
dennismcneill@shaw.ca
Strathmore, Alberta

STRATHMORE'S
LEADER IN HOME

PROFESSIONAL

ELECTRICAL

SERVICES!

DIRECTORY

ROCKY VlEW |MM|GRANT
SERVICES (a project of CCIS)

www.ccisab.ca

ewahl@ccisab.ca | 403-629-7842
Eryn Wahl, ewahl@ccisab.ca

Servicing Strathmore & Chestermere, supporting newcomers and
refugees in Strathmore and Chestermere. We offer free help with
English, school, employment, health and wellness, local resources,
and navigating life in Canada. Contact us to connect with services
that support successful settlement and community integratioy

DENTURES

'l I‘
-Mm.w 2 n' e

RESIDENTIAL -
INDUSTRIAL — FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca
www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP

Kelly Camden

403.991.6192

kellycamden@hotmail.com

COMMERCIAL

ww.otrathmoreTimes.com

¥\ Decked!|Dut’AB

I N . L] .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

PLUMBING & HEATING

General Contracting

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

¢ Hotwater Tanks

¢ Renovations

e Service Work

* New Construction

e Commercial
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

BREO-TEC

PLUMBING &. HEATING ING.

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Like us on Facebook Wes Breault 403-393-7097
wes(@alldeckedoutab.ca @

f www.alldeckedoutab.ca

GOVERNMENT

Working For Contact
o Eo ‘/

Sl

e Furnaces

¢ Hydronic Heating

e Gas Fitting

* Sewer Cleaning/
Sewer Camera

* Canada Pension Plan

Email: david.bexte@parl.gc.ca
s Canada Revenue Agency

Website: www.davidbextemp.ca
¥ Citizenship & Immigration Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020
e Disability Pension Plan
¥ Employment Insurance
¥ Service Canada

¥ Veterans Affairs

David Bexte, MP
Bow River

‘Advertise $

Provmce wide 59 9

Ask about the Plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association ‘/

toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 Alberta

email classifieds@awna.com (.j Weekly Newspapers

or visit your community newspaper Association
WANTED RovaL Canapian MINT coins, FRANKLIN
Mint, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC, COLLECTOR'S COINS,

NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS, OLD COINS, OLD S,
GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS, BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS,
sTERLING SILVER & ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!
Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

| PAY CASH!!

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS,
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS,
NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling
Silverware, plus anything
made of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,
and | can come to you!
| also purchase coin collections!

CaLL Toop

780-304-7995
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Upcoming Council Meetings

February 4, 2026 | 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council
February 11,2026 | 6 p.m. Committee of the Whole
February 18,2026 | 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council

% Strathmore

Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you're welcome

at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call
Rural Relmaglned ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample

public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Notices coming out in February.
Property assessment notices.

On February 17, 2026, more than 6,400 annual
property assessment notices will be mailed out,
signaling the start of the 2025 Customer Inquiry
Period, which wraps up in April.

The Customer Inquiry Period is an important time for
property owners to check, compare, and review their
assessment for accuracy, fairness, and equity.

When you receive your notice, there’s a few things
you should do.

«  Review the details on your assessment notice.

«  Check what makes up your property’s
assessment value and compare it with similar
properties in your neighbourhood using our
property search function, found at Strathmore.
ca/Assessment

«  Contact the Town’s assessor, Wildrose
Assessment Services, for one-on-one support by
calling 403-343-3357. Their property assessment
experts can answer most assessment related
questions with no formal complaint fees
required. To help address concerns, please have
your latest assessment notice in front of you
with the account number and validation group
information ready.

- If you disagree with your property’s assessment,
you can file a formal appeal with the
Assessment Review Board by the deadline
stated on your latest property assessment
notice. You can find information on this process
at Strathmore.ca/Assessment

License fees due in January.
Business license fees.

A valid business license is required for every
business operating within or partly within the Town
of Strathmore. Business licenses are valid for the
calendar year of the application date. Business
license fees are due in January, so be sure to submit
your payment on time to avoid any disruptions.

For more information, please visit Strathmore.ca. If
you have questions or concerns about your business
license fees, reach out to us at development@
strathmore.ca

Charlie ‘

Resident of Strathmore
Certified Good Boy

Bored? We can fix that.
Join a board.

Boards and committees have always played an

important role in our community. If you're looking

for a way to make an impact, this is your chance

to get involved. The Town is currently accepting

applications for the following boards or committees: ® l

TR T T

« Assessment Review Board - 1 position available.

«  Family and Community Support Services
Advisory Board - 3 positions available.

+  Municipal Library board - 1 positions available.

«  Municipal Policing Committee - 1 positions
available.

For questions about Volunteer Boards and
Committees, please email LSAdmin@strathmore.
ca or call 403-934-3133.

Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre.
School Closure Camps.

Got a day off school coming up? We've got a plan.
The Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre offers
day camps and seasonal break camps designed to
keep your kids busy and having fun.

Registration is available through PerfectMind. Be
sure to visit Strathmore. calSchooIClosureCamps
to register and ensure all required forms are
completed.

If you have questions or concerns, give us a call at Whenever you can, shop local.
403-361-2121. It might sound cliché, but it really
matters.
CourselD Dates Days Time Cost
‘1"3 Strathmore
39662 Mar 13, 2026 F 9am.to5p.m.  $47.50 &
39677 Apr24,2026  F 9am.to5p.m. $47.50
39679 May 1, 2026 F 9am.to5p.m.  $47.50
41349 May 15,2026  F 9am.to5p.m.  $47.50

Winter Break Camp
CourselD Dates Days Time Cost

39660 Feb17-20,2026 T-F 9am.to5p.m. $148

Spring Break Camp
CourselD Dates Days Time Cost

39676 Apr7-10,2026 T-F 9a.m.to5p.m. $148

Join our team.
Career opportunities available.

Are you looking for a rewarding career in a
vibrant community? The Town of Strathmore is
hiring! We have a variety of positions available
across different departments.

«  Casual Building Services Worker
«  Contract Group Fitness Instructor
+  Lead Facility Operator (Arena)

License your pet. Rt

It’s their best bet for making it home safe.

Visit Strathmore.ca for more information.

+  Summer Camp Counsellor

Check out Strathmore.ca/Careers for more
information about current opportunities and
discover your bright future with the Town of
Strathmore.



