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Selling Strathmore & Area One Dream at a Time!
NONIE NONIE HALL HALL AGENTAGENT

403-934-0420403-934-0420
nonie.hall@shaw.canonie.hall@shaw.ca
104 - 3rd Avenue, 
Strathmore

Your full service local realtor, 
representing buyers & sellers with 

experience and integrity.

Look on Page 12 for
 Town of Strathmore 
Municipal Notices

Contact Us Today!Contact Us Today!

403.934.5589403.934.5589
info@info@strathmoretimes.comstrathmoretimes.com
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Strathmore Denture Clinic StrathmoreDenture

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228
www.strathmoredentureclinic.com

219C 3rd Avenue, Across from the Post Office

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

Carey Rose
 

Serving Strathmore & Wheatland County since 1999

www.careyrose.com
careyrose@remax.net
(403)934-0781

Carey Rose

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated
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JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Many RCMP detachments across Al-
berta, Strathmore’s included, are moving 
to a new pre-charge approval process 
with Alberta Crown Prosecution Servic-
es. 

This change is meant to help reduce 
delays in bringing individuals to trial. 
As it currently stands, more than half of 
detachments across the province have 
been phased into this new process. The 
goal for the RCMP is to see 100 per cent 
compliance by the end of spring this 
year. 

One of the changes being implement-
ed due to the new process is individu-
als who have been arrested, as well as 
their charges will no longer be public 
information, and will only be provided 
if charges are ultimately laid. 

Language used by the RCMP to inform 
news organizations as well as the public 
will shift to that such as “A suspect has 
been arrested in relation to X incident 
and charges are pending Crown approv-
al. An update is anticipated once charges 
are laid.”

It will be a minor change to their pro-
cess.

“It is a slight change in the way that 
we have been doing business with send-
ing people to court. Essentially with 
criminal matters, we now do our inves-
tigation, we send it to a crown officer 
who will then review everything, and if 
there is extra investigation they want us 
to do prior to information or the charges 
being sworn, they will indicate that, they 
will decline to proceed with charges, or 
they will say everything is ready and it 
will move forward,” said Sgt. Jay Salmon, 
speaking on behalf of Strathmore RCMP. 
“For us, it is just an extra step and it will 
help the crown filter out matters that are 
best dealt with at court, or if they feel 
there is insufficient evidence to secure a 
conviction, they can then either indicate 
further investigation to be done or the 
file will not proceed any further.”

Continued on Page 4

TIMESTIMES
La Shaun Andrews 

403-850-4593 
Lashaun@

heartandsoldyyc.com

Ashlee Samaska 
403-990-4962 

             Ashlee@
  heartandsoldyyc.
                 com
The Mother Daughter 

team that Treats You 

like Family!

COMING SOON 
AMAZING HOME ON 

AMAZING LOT!
This beautiful home backs to 
the golf course and across 

from the park!
Can be yours! Call the team 

for more Information!

STRATHMORE STRATHMORE 
TIMESTIMES

AddressAddress
129 2nd Avenue

Inside the 
Strathmore 

Business Centre

Office HoursOffice Hours
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Provincial hosts

Joe Lepage Photo

Wheatland Kings defenceman Tegan Skehar celebrates his first period goal versus the Coaldale Cop-
perheads on Jan. 21 at the Strathmore Family Centre. Skehar, who was hurt in the first game of the 
season, returned from the injured list to provide a spark for the Kings, who are preparing for the Heritage 
Junior League post season. See Page 2 for more coverage.

Welcome back!

RCMP to speed 
up court dates

Sharks growing
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Chantelle 
de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore

403-962-0126
129 2nd Avenue
Strathmore, AB  T1P1K1

Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Coffee Meet & GreetCoffee Meet & Greet
Friday, January 26

10am - 11:30 am
Rocky’s Bakery 

126 2nd Ave., Strathmore

Your Member of Parliament, Martin Shields and his staff are 
here to assist you with questions that you have regarding any 
programs or services from the Government of Canada. The local 
office is here to guide anyone who may have questions relating to:

Celebratory Greetings for milestone birthdays and anniversaries 
are available from Mr. Martin Shields.

We always look forward to hearing from you. If 
you are experiencing delays or have concerns 
with an existing application from the programs 
listed above, please get in touch with the 
office either by phone, through email, or a 
letter to the office postage-free.

• Toll free: 1-844-241-0020
• Website: 
    www.martinshieldsbowriver.ca
• Email: martin.shields@parl.gc.ca

• Citizenship and Immigration
• Service Canada
• Canada Pension Plan
• Disability Pension Plan
• Veterans Affairs
• Old Age Security

• Indigenous Programs
• Employment Insurance
• Passports
• Canada Revenue Agency
• Social Insurance Number (SIN)
• Firearms Licenses (PAL & RPAL)

HOW CAN YOUR MEMBER
OF PARLIAMENT HELP?

Wheatland Kings 
struggling to field players 
as playoffs loom
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Wheatland Kings split a pair of weekend 
games, registering their first win of the new year 
against Medicine Hat, 3-2, followed by a loss to 
Coaldale 7-2 on Jan. 20-21 respectively.

“It was a pretty good game going into the third 
period, it was 2-2 … and then in the third period 
we got some penalties, they had two or three po-
wer play goals,” said Doug Raycroft, head coach 
for the Wheatland Kings, speaking to the game 
against Coaldale. “Obviously, they had five unans-
wered goals … it was definitely one of those pe-
riods where it kind of fell apart, which is unfortu-
nate. We have not had many games like that this 
year, so it was definitely a little bit frustrating.”

Raycroft added his team has been better as of 
late for picking up its pace and playing the full 
60 minutes, as he had previously been wanting. 
The problems the Kings are facing now are the 
significant lack of their players who are able to 
hit the ice.

Four of the Kings players are currently sus-
pended, including Chase Tweit, O’Shea Red Crow, 
Eric Castro, and Josh Alberda. Approximately five 
players are also out due to injuries.

“It is getting hard to even field the team. I think 
in the last four weekends, we have had to bring 
affiliates up or play with three lines or less,” said 

Raycroft. “The only thing that was different this 
week is we did have most of our defensemen 
back, which was sure nice, but we are missing a 
lot of forwards and guys who can score and we 
have had some trouble scoring lately.”

Raycroft explained Tegan Skehar has finally re-
turned to playing with the Kings after injuring his 
Achilles tendon in the first game of the season. 

Philip Raycroft also returned to the ice after 
being out for approximately a month. He was 
also absent from the ice in the early season, not 
playing until November due to recovering from 
surgery.

The Wheatland Kings have also been missing 
Brandon McGillivray and Kage Yellowfly, who are 
some of their stronger offensive players.

Raycroft explained the plan going forward is 
for the Kings to continue trying to hold their own 
and secure a playoff spot while they wait for their 
full roster to return to the ice.

“We have been battling hard and Coaldale is 
a pretty good team, so unfortunately if you give 
them some opportunities, things can happen like 
that,” said Raycroft. “We are really competitive 
with every team in the league and even though 
we are in fifth spot in the south, it is a pretty tight 
south division.”

The next game, scheduled for Jan. 26, will be 
against the High River Flyers at the Bob Snod-
grass Recreation Complex.

The Wheatland Kings split 
a pair of weekend home 
games when they hosted 
the Medicine Hat Cubs and 
the Coaldale Copperheads 
Jan. 20-21 at the Strath-
more Family Centre. The 
local Junior B team need-
ed a shootout to sneak 
past the Cubs, before fall-
ing 7-2 the following day 
to Coaldale. The Kings will 
now travel to High River on 
Jan. 26 before their next 
home game on Feb. 3 (8 
p.m.) when they play host 
to the Flyers.

Joe Lepage Photos

24013he0
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RCMP to host open house 
at local McDonald’s
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The RCMP are hiring, and an open house is 
being hosted in Strathmore at the McDonald’s for 
potential applicants to drop in an speak with local 
officers about the opportunity.

Taking place Feb. 3 from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m., 
the coffee with a recruiter event will be a very 
casual setting as part of a large recruiting push 
across the province. 

“We will have one of our recruiting officers the-
re. Members from our local detachment will pop 
in and out depending on calls for service,” said 
Sgt. Jay Salmon, speaking on behalf of the Stra-
thmore RCMP. “If anyone is interested, they can 
come in, they can speak with a regular member 
from the recruiting branch, and if one of the local 
members is available, they can speak with them. 
It is a good opportunity for people to just ask any 
kind of questions about the job, good and bad 
and get answers from guys who are living it.”

Salmon added it is very much the intention to 
create a casual, more approachable setting for the 
public and potential applicants to drop in and le-
arn about the job. 

As opposed to being set up at a formal job fair, 
this creates more of an opportunity to ask more 
candid questions and have direct, impactful con-
versations about the job opportunities as opposed 

to being in a loud environment with less time at 
a booth, and more people vying for jobhunters’ 
attention.

Resumes and applications will not be collected 
at the event directly. Instead, those who are inte-
rested in applying will be directed to where they 
may be able to submit an application and begin 
the hiring process.

“They will have pamphlets, we have recruiting 
cards with QR codes on them that will take peo-
ple to the website, we will have lots of answers 
about the process and that kind of information 
there,” said Salmon. “It is across the province. Du-
ring COVID-19, our recruiting numbers were very 
low, and now we are ramping up to try to catch 
up.”

Successful applicants are recruited to the Al-
berta RCMP and may be posted anywhere in the 
province, rather than the Strathmore detachment 
specifically hiring people for a guaranteed local 
position. 

Salmon described that the RCMP look for all 
sorts of different kinds of people to take on as 
applicants. Since a great deal of the job requires 
interacting with the public, there is a need to have 
a diverse pool of people as members of the RCMP.

“We are looking for all different kinds of people 
because we deal with all different kinds of people. 
I do not think there is a cookie cutter, ‘you must 
be like this,’” said Salmon. “I have worked with 

Community Futures Wild Rose 
Celebrates 35 years of service
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Community Futures Wild Rose has announced 
their 35th anniversary and is celebrating their de-
dication and service to the local communities they 
have served throughout their tenure. 

These communities include Wheatland County, 
Strathmore, Kneehill County, parts of Rocky View 
County, the City of Chestermere, Three Hills, and 
Bassano, as well as the villages of Acme, Beiseker, 
Carbon, Hussar, Irricana, Linden, Standard, and 
Trochu.

First established in 1989, Community Futures 
described themselves in a release as a cornersto-
ne for economic development within the service 
region. 

Similarly, Community Futures has released that 
over the lifetime of the organization, they have fa-
cilitated over $36 million in loans and investments, 
benefiting 1,006 local businesses. Community Fu-
tures Wild Rose itself is a non-profit organization.

This financial support has not only fueled the 
growth of these businesses, but also played a role 
in their establishment and expansion. Community 
Futures credits itself with being involved in the 
creation of 7,586 jobs.

“Our 35-year journey is filled with countless 
success stories of local businesses flourishing 
with our support,” said Amber Link, who serves 
as board chair for Community Futures Wild Rose 
in a release. “As we celebrate this milestone, we 
reaffirm our commitment to fostering entrepre-
neurship and driving economic growth in our re-
gion.”

In addition to its direct investments, Community 
Futures Wild Rose has leveraged over $52 million 
in funding for the region, specifically for the pur-
poses of economic growth and development.

The branch operating in and around Wheatland 
County is one of 268 offices throughout the coun-
try, and represents part of Canada’s largest econo-
mic development movement.

Community Futures Wild Rose is operated by a 
volunteer board of directors, largely consisting of 
local entrepreneurs and business owners. It ac-
tively works to foster competitiveness within its 
operational region. 

The organization’s approach to supporting lo-
cal businesses includes offering loans to both new 
and existing small businesses as well as social 
enterprises, providing free business information 
and coaching, delivering entrepreneurial training, 
supporting community economic development 
projects, and assisting with strategic planning – 
primarily for non-profit organizations.

Via their release, Community Futures Wild Rose 
stated they take pride in its “myriad success sto-
ries, underscoring the flourishing small businesses 
that owe their existence to the loans and business 
coaching provided by the organization.”

They added the organization looks forward to 
continuing its mission of supporting local busi-
nesses and promoting economic growth within its 
local service region.

Community Futures Wild Rose did not respond 
to requests for comment beyond what was availa-
ble for quotation via their distributed release.

guys who played video games professionally, I have worked 
with guys who played in the WHL, who were in the army, I 
have worked with guys who were drywallers before. We deal 
with everybody in the public, and so we need a wide cross 
section of members so that we have a representation of the 
communities that we serve.”

More information regarding a potential career with the 
RCMP is available online (rcmpcareers.ca).
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the Weekthe Week

~  ~  
Losing your Losing your 

reason to reason to 
live is far live is far 

worse than worse than 
losing your losing your 
capacity to capacity to 

do so.do so.

RCMP moving 
to pre-charge 
approval system
Continued from Page 1

Salmon added the change is intend-
ed to help make the court system more 
efficient. Under the old system, the first 
time a Crown prosecutor saw an ac-
cused person’s file was at their first ap-
pearance.

This new system will have Crown 
prosecutors viewing documents and 
assessing the charges before cases are 
brought before the courts.

“The potential is there for cases to 
move through more quickly because 
they have already been reviewed once, 
the Crown does not need to look at it 
again, so they know if it is to the point 
of being on the docket and informa-
tion is sworn, they know it is a viable 
charge,” said Salmon.

This change is new for the Strathmore 
RCMP Detachment, but has been in the 
process of implementation across the 
province for more than a year. 

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright

Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Youth Pastor: Rev. Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 10:30 am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY 
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Fully resumed in-person services

www.rccgstrathmore.com

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
Holy Cross Collegiate School Gym 

709B - 2nd Street, Strathmore
403-934-2641

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

www.sacredhc.ca

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens

403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Pastor: Dave Mackie

Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm

Come join us for a spirit-filled time 
of worship

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland • 403-991-6143

Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
ANGLICAN

 Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 587-727-0649

Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm

strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Heidi Wiebe
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Pamela Scott

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

ARISE, SHINE
It’s only a few weeks after 
the winter solstice, when the 
darkness of night was at its 
longest. But even now we 
can observe that the light of 
the day is slowly getting just 
a little longer. The metaphor 
of the light shining into a dark 
world has been part of the 
readings from Isaiah that have 
been a feature of the season 
leading up to and beyond 
Christmas. Readings like: 
“The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great 
light.”  and “Arise, shine; 
for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord 
has risen upon you.”  And 
the season after Christmas, 
called Epiphany, is particularly 
focused on the ways in which 
the glory of God was revealed 
in various aspects of Jesus’ 
life, the ways in which Jesus, 
as the light of God, entered 
into a dark world.
Ultimately, the intent of these 
Gospel scriptures is not just 
to provide historical accounts 
of the miraculous aspects 
of Jesus’ life. Rather it is to 
encourage Jesus’ followers 

to take up the task of shining 
like lights in the world. Indeed, 
the scriptures we read in 
this season of Epiphany act 
as preparation for Jesus’ 
admonition to his followers 
that “You are the light of the 
world. So let your light shine 
before others so that they 
may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” 
The glory of the Lord does 
not blaze into the world in 
one massive burst. Rather 
it comes little by little, like 
the way the light gets a 
little longer each day, until it 
eventually dominates, and 
we get up in the light and 
go to bed in the light. As the 
followers of Jesus reflect his 
own glory and image to the 
surrounding world, the world 
becomes just a little less dark 
and a bit more light, until the 
glory of Lord is all the light the 
world needs.
So, arise, shine; for your light 
has come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon you.
Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

In the past three years we have witnessed droughts and 
water shortages in various parts of Alberta. Compounding 
this challenge, a global phenomenon known as El Niño is us-
hering in a warm and dry winter across Canada, heightening 
the potential for continued drought conditions this year.

Major droughts a concern
In response to these pressing circumstances, our United 

Conservative government is taking proactive measures to 
ensure agriculture producers can meet their needs and con-
tinue contributing to the growth and diversification of our 
economy.

Alberta’s government recently awarded a contract to Wa-
terSMART Solutions to enhance drought modelling and help 
us maximize our province’s water supply while mitigating 
the risk of a severe drought in 2024. Alberta’s government is 
closely monitoring snowpack, rainfall, river levels, and water 
use throughout the province to develop early warning capa-
city and understand how much water will be available this 
year. Using this data, WaterSMART will help the province 
conduct advanced modelling and explore ways to make the 
best use of Alberta’s water.

Vital grants to make the province more naturally drought 
resilient are being provided by our government this year.  A 
total of $3.5 million will be provided to fund eight projects 
in communities across the province through the Watershed 
Resiliency and Restoration Program. These projects will help 
restore riverbanks and watersheds, stabilize stream banks, 
and improve natural drainage.

Additionally, our government is meeting with water licen-
se holders, major water users, municipalities, farmers, busi-

ALBERTA RCMP

The RCMP’s Provincial Financial Crime Team has charged 
a Strathmore resident with seven criminal offences relating 
to fraud and making false entries.

Between May 2010 and July 2017, the accused is alleged to 
have misappropriated more than $6 million in unauthorized 
wire transfers, payments and bonus cheques to himself whi-
le working as the controller and later as the Chief Financial 
Officer for Thompson Bros. (Constr.) LP. 

On Jan. 17, Paul Michael Sturt, 49, a resident of Strathmore, 
was arrested and charged with: fraud over $5,000 contrary to 

Former Chief Financial 
Officer chargedReceive a free 7-year warranty with 

qualifying purchase* - valued at $945.

Call 888-411-0205 to schedule your free quote!

nesses, and other partners to develop 
water conservation plans and water 
sharing agreements. We will continue 
to work to help conserve and manage 
water now, so that we can be prepared 
for uncertain conditions in the future.

Our province has navigated many 
droughts in the past. We have a long, pr-
oud history of coming together during 
tough times and we will get through 
this like we always do – by working to-
gether.

As mentioned last week I will be hos-
ting a series of Coffee Meet & Greets 
across our constituency in the coming 
weeks. This Friday, Jan. 26, I will be at 
Rocky’s Bakery in Strathmore, located 
on 126 2nd Ave, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. I look forward to seeing you for a 
coffee and chat!

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA Elect 
for Chestermere-Strathmore and the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Affordabi-
lity and Utilities)

section 380(1)(a) of the Criminal Code 
(x6); and making false entries contrary 
to section 397(1) of the Criminal Code.

Sturt is scheduled to appear in Stony 
Plain Provincial Court on Feb. 14.

“An intensive investigation uncover-
ed a complex fraud which caused sig-
nificant financial harm to a company 
who employs more than 1,000 indi-
viduals and, by extension, threatened 
the economic integrity of Alberta’s 
construction industry,” said Sgt. John 
Lamming, Provincial Financial Crime 
Team. “The RCMP remains committed 
to ensuring the diligent investigation 
of these crimes and the mitigation of 
their impact to the financial security of 
Canadians.”

The Provincial Financial Crime Team 
is a specialized unit under the RCMP 
Federal Policing program that conducts 
investigations relating to multi-jurisdic-
tional serious fraud, investment scams 
and corruption.
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403.901.0440
115 2 AVE Strathmore

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

Natural products sometime hit the news es-
pecially when there is a promise of weight-
loss or diabetes associated with it.  Berberine 
is one such product. There is some evidence 
from a few small studies saying it can reduce 
blood glucose and reduce weight.  Berberine 
has some side gastrointestinal side effects like 
abdominal pain and nausea, vomiting and di-
arrhea.  Also it is also unsafe in women who 
are pregnant or breastfeeding. Caution must 
also be used in patients who are already tak-
ing medication for type 2 diabetes. Check with 
your doctor first.
A CT scan examination of the lungs of to-

bacco-only smokers and cannabis smokers 
and non-smokers showed greater inflammato-
ry changes and higher rates of emphysema in 
cannabis smokers. It is thought that cannabis 
smokers keep the smoke in their lungs longer 
to get the maximum absorption of the drug re-
sulting in damage to both small and large lung 
airways.
Did you know the Band-Aid brand of adhe-

sive dressings goes back to 1920 when the wife 
of an employee of Johnson & Johnson, cut 
herself often so her husband cut a piece of tape 
about 4 inches long and stuck a piece of gauze 
on it and the first Band-Aid was born.  The 
idea was so successful, he became vice-presi-
dent of the company until retirement.
Cancer is preventable.  Tobacco causes 25-

30% of cancers. Another 30-35% are linked 
to diet.  So stopping smoking and eating more 
fruits and vegetables and drinking less alcohol 
will cut out half of the causes of cancer. Not 
easy to do but now is a great time to begin.

Silver Sharks keep growing
MELISSA PICHE 
Times Contributor

2024 is looking like a monumental 
year for the Strathmore Silver Sharks. 

With a new president to the asso-
ciation, Karl Dean, some fresh ideas 
with hopes of growing the club to its 
pre-COVID19 numbers are on the ho-
rizon. 

Dean took on the role as president 
in October although his two daughters 
have been a part of the club for a num-
ber of years. 

“I work with a great team – the other 
board of directors are invaluable,” he 
said. “The club runs quite a few age 
groups and the goal here was to sort 
of develop into the next level, to allow 
them to compete on a much bigger 
scale.” 

Dean explains that along with this 
bigger picture comes implementing 
new programs to not only improve 
swimmer performance, but also to 
support them mentally. 

Dare to Care is a bully prevention in 
sports program that the Silver Sharks 
will host for all its members. 

“It teaches the kids the right way to 
act in sport,” said Dean.

 He said that many youth programs 
have antibully programs already in 
place and make it mandatory. He is ex-
cited to be able to offer this to all the 
swimmers, parents, board members 
and coaches. 

There is an in-person workshop 
where the Dare to Care coordinators 
come out to Strathmore to host the 
event.  

Other programs that will be offered 
this season that are new to the club 
will be nutrition workshops and ad-
vanced swim technique clinics with 
Todd Melton (Global Swim Coach for 
Olympian Finlay Knox) and SwimX 
Community. 

The association is also bringing in a 
new and revamped logo to the club – 
it’s a bit more simplistic in its design 
and it will be showcased in the new 
online store. 

“Swimming, I find, is fairly indivi-
dual driven,” said Dean. “It’s so much 
easier to perform better when you 
have a group backing you. To have 
that togetherness is really helpful for 
the kids to perform better and makes 
it easier for them to swim harder.” 

Coaches make all the difference in 
team sports. To have a solid coaching 
staff is something the Silver Sharks 
take great pride in. 

“We have some amazing coaches 
who each bring something unique to 
the club,” said Dean. “Our head coach 
Lexi Sidorenko was a past swimmer 
with the Strathmore Silver Sharks and 
is going on her sixth year as a coach 
with the team. We have a registered 

dietitian and a professional kinesiolo-
gist as a coach as well.”

The club had a very successful swim 
meet in December at the University of 
Calgary Swim Club (UCSC) Holiday 
Classic where they took home 22 rib-
bons and numerous medals. 

“It was a fantastic meet; there were 
a lot of our smaller kids,” said Dean.

The club is home to over 100 swim-
mers, welcoming any newcomers to 

the group with open arms. The club 
runs from October until June where 
they practice 2-5 times a week out of 
the Strathmore Aquatic Centre.

The club is actively seeking volun-
teers from the Strathmore community. 
If anyone is interested in a volunteer 
opportunity with the Silver Sharks, 
they are encouraged to contact Dean 
via email (president@strathmoresil-
versharks.ca).

Swimmers from the 
Strathmore Silver 
Sharks participate in 
multiple weekly swim-
ming practices and 
swim meets over the 
course of the season. 

Photos Courtesy of 
the Strathmore Silver 

Sharks Swim Club 
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Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4           
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference. 

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person. 

February 6: Council Meeting
February 13: Municipal Planning Commission
February 13: Public Presentation Committee

February 13: Committee of the Whole

Careers with Wheatland County 
Available opportunities include:
• Automotive Technician 

Closes February 2, 2024

Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY! 
wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/

WHEATLAND COUNTY INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 2024 WHEATLAND COUNTY INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 2024 
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUNDINGCOMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUNDING

Wheatland County recognizes that its residents utilize various recreational, 
cultural and other community enhancement facilities and resources and has 
established the Community Enhancement Fund to provide financial support 
for such venues and activities.  

The Community Enhancement Fund provides grant funding from Wheatland 
County to enhance, promote, and support groups and organizations that bring 
a broad range of enjoyment, benefit, beautification, recreation, entertainment, 
participation, and enhancement projects to Wheatland County.  The program 
is intended to invest tax payer dollars annually to support recreational, cultural 
and other community activities, facilities, and resources that are utilized by 
Wheatland County residents. 

How to Apply:
Applications and Guidelines for the Community Enhancement Fund are avail-
able at the Wheatland County Office and on the County website: 
www.wheatlandcounty.ca/cerb

Deadline:
Applications must be post marked on or before January 31, 2024.

Please note that eligibility for 2024 funding is dependent on filing all previous 
funding reports with Wheatland County by January 31, 2024.

For more information please contact Jessica Salmon at 403-361-2021 or 
jessica.salmon@wheatlandcounty.ca   

Subdivision and Development Appeal Board 
Call for Members

Do you hold a strong interest in the decisions made by local government 
regarding subdivision and development permits? If so, seize the opportunity 
to apply and become a representative on the Subdivision and Development 
Appeal Board (SDAB)!
 
Wheatland County is actively searching for individuals residing in Division 
2, Division 6, and Division 7 to participate as members of the SDAB. If you 
reside outside these specific Divisions but are interested in contributing, we 
encourage you to submit your application for our consideration.

The SDAB deals with subdivision and development appeals by the provisions 
of the Municipal Government Act; and shall exercise any other powers, duties, 
and functions as assigned by Wheatland County bylaws or policies. Members 
of the SDAB serve a three-year term and meet as necessary during the day 
or evening.

Following your appointment to the Board, SDAB members must successfully 
complete online training provided by the Land & Property Rights Tribunal. 
Members will be financially compensated for their training as well as 
attendance for scheduled appeal hearings.

For more information regarding training, please go to: https://www.alberta.ca/
subdivision-and-development-appeal-boards-training.aspx

If you require additional information, please contact the Wheatland County 
Subdivision and Development Appeal Board Clerk, Michelle Van Haarlem, at 
(403) 361-2000.  

Please forward letters of interest to sdab@wheatlandcounty.ca.

Application Deadline: February 1, 2024

To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted. 
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Public Hearings
Wheatland County Council Chambers February 6th, 2024 at 9 a.m.

Wheatland County will consider the following applications for Public 
Hearing at the regular Council meeting on Tuesday, February 6th, 2024.

The following public hearings begin at 9 a.m. and proceed until all 
applications have been heard: 

Bylaw #: 2023-24
Legal Description: County-Wide – Land Use Bylaw Textual Amendment
Proposal: To amend the Land Use Bylaw to add ‘Agricultural Operations’ 
as a permitted use in the Hamlet Residential (HRG) District, and to 
update Section 4.2 Development Permits Not Required to support this 
addition.

Comments may be forwarded in writing to Wheatland County or in 
person at the above meeting. The application files may be reviewed in 
the County Office during regular office hours – Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Any comments provided will become part of the public record 
in accordance with Section 40 (1) of the Alberta Freedom of Information 
and Protection Privacy Act. Any personal information on submissions 
made regarding applications is collected under the authority of the FOIP 
Act Section 33 (c) and subsequent versions of the Act.



Raiders to host 
provincials
MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

The Wheatland Raiders will host the 
2024 Hockey Alberta U16AA provincial 
championship March 21-24. 

The Raiders, consisting of players 
from Strathmore, Chestermere, Siksika, 
Langdon and Drumheller, play in the 
South Central Alberta Hockey League.

“They’re doing pretty good, run-
ning just a little bit over .500 on (the 
season),” said Derek Hachey, the Rai-
ders social media coordinator and vi-
deographer. “It’s a really competitive 
league … it’s a lot of great competition. 
We seem to be improving really well 
there.”

There is also a real economic boost 
to the community.

“Strathmore’s population could bub-
ble up for the weekend,” said Hachey, 
adding that the Gold Arena at the Stra-
thmore Family Centre is well equipped 
to accommodate the event. “Everybody 
is welcome to come in. There will be 
ticket packages. You can buy a week-
end pass or just come in to watch a 
game. There’s going to be a lot of hoc-

key packed into that weekend – a lot of 
action going on.”

There will be many great things hap-
pening at the rink besides the great 
hockey such as draws and raffle bas-
kets. 

“There’s a lot of excitement – the pa-
rents are pumped up. We’ve already 
got our organizing committee fired up 
here and everybody’s looking forward 
to play their part,” he said. “We made 
the announcement to the whole team 
at our Christmas party before the ho-
lidays and everybody was just so exci-
ted. It was awesome.”

Game packages haven’t been finali-
zed; however, people are encouraged 
to check out the Raiders Instagram (@
wheatlandraidersu16aa) for up-to-da-
te information regarding all tourna-
ment-related information. 

The Raiders are actively seeking 
sponsorship for the tournament with 
different packages available including 
advertising and passes to the games. 
Anyone who would like to sponsor or 
receive a sponsorship letter is encoura-
ged to contact Hachey at u16aa2024p-
rovincials@gmail.com or 587-432-0899.

The Wheatland Raiders, who knocked off the 
Okotoks Oilers 7-6 on Jan. 19 at the Strathmore 
Family Centre, will host the U16AA Provincial Cham-
pionship later in March. The Raiders, who also de-
feated the West Central Tigers 5-1 on the road on 
Jan. 20, will host the Lethbridge Hurricanes on Jan. 
26 (7:30 p.m.) in the Hussar Arena.

Joe Lepage Photos

Braves on a rollBraves on a roll
The Wheatland Braves are riding a three-game win-
ning streak after a 6-3 win over the Red Deer Wesco 
on Jan. 21 at the Strathmore Family Centre. The local 
U13AA team will host the Bow Valley Timberwolves 
on Feb. 2 in Chestermere before embarking on a 
three-game road trip.

Joe Lepage Photos
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GREAT LEARNING STARTS HERE!

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, Jan. 24
3:30 pm to 7:00 pm
You do not have to be registered

to attend

visit https://sacredheart.redeemer.ab.ca
403-901-1544

Visit us on social  @sacredheart.ctr

TO REGISTER VISIT

FULL AND PART-TIME
KINDERGARTEN

 OPTIONS 
ARE AVAILABLE

Accepting Catholic and 
non-Catholic students

Kindergarten students must be 5 years of age
or older by December 31, 2024

REGISTRATION ALSO 
OPEN FOR GRADES 1 TO 6

LITTLE FLOWER PRE-K 
THREE MORNINGS PER WEEK 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
8:25 am to 11:20 am

Pre-Kindergarten students must be 4 years of
age or older by December 31, 2024

Visit our website and click on the
REGISTER tab 

REGISTER FOR KINDERGARTEN ANDREGISTER FOR KINDERGARTEN AND  
PRE-KINDERGARTEN TODAY!PRE-KINDERGARTEN TODAY!

WINCHESTER
BUILDERS

As the President & CEO of Winchester, Paul Bergmann boasts
an extensive background in real estate investment spanning

over two decades. His notable achievements encompass
securing financing surpassing $100 million, directing the

construction of residential housing projects totaling over $300
million, constructing more than 400 units across 9

communities, and revitalizing over 500 units in 10 distinct
projects.

https://winchesterbuilders.ca/
Check Out The Website:

PAUL
BERGMANN

MEET THE BUILDER
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Strathmore Mayor 
volunteering at 
Sports Centre
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Town of Strathmore Mayor, Pat Fule, 
has begun volunteering at the Strath-
more Motor Products Sports Centre to 
help coach sports programs for young 
kids. 

Fule is coaching two sports programs, 
both taking place once a week over 
eight weeks, in 45-minute time blocks. 
The first is for two- and three-year-olds, 
and the second is for four- and five-ye-
ar-olds.

“My wife and I ran our Jets sports 
program for about 25 years, and then 
I stopped when I became mayor, but I 
just thought I have some free time as 
a part-time mayor that I could get in-
volved in coaching again,” said Fule. “I 
contacted some people within the town 
and I offered some volunteer time to 
help on Sunday mornings. I have got 
the two- and three-year-olds at 10 a.m. 
and then the four- and five-year-olds at 
11 a.m.”

The programs are going to consist of 
different sports each week, such as soc-
cer and basketball. The kids will mostly 
be doing drills to focus on very basic 
skills such as dribbling, passing, kic-
king, throwing, and so on. 

Fule added the programs are an ex-
cellent way for kids to be active while 
also learning physical skills, and socia-

lizing with other little kids their ages.
“I figured I have some free time, and I 

have some knowledge and some expe-
rience in running these kinds of sports 
programs, and I was watching my 
grandkids in the program anyway, so 
I thought if I am there watching, why 
not just get involved and help coach,” 
he said. “It is a chance for kids to start 
learning some skills at a pretty basic, 
beginner level, get used to the idea of 
trying to learn the proper way to do 
things in a simple way, but it is also 
socializing and learning routines and 
lining up at times and following direc-
tions.”

The programs aim to get kids familiar 
with movement, socializing, following 
directions, and give them some skills 
they can take to pre-school, kindergar-
ten, or grade one physical education 
classes.

Parents who are interested in the 
programs will have to register online, 
and are able to do so through the Town 
of Strathmore website. Currently, Fule 
said there are roughly 18 kids enrolled 
in the two- and three-year-old group, 
and roughly 11 in the four- and five-ye-
ar-old group. 

“I like to joke with the parents that 
my goal is to get their kids moving a 
lot, get them to have fun, and to make 
sure they give their parents a nap later 
on,” said Fule.



Anime Club debuts in Strathmore
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Local Strathmore business owner, 
Denise Geremia, has taken it upon 
herself to launch an Anime Club for 
youths in the community.

Geremia explained the idea for the 
club stemmed from a desire to help her 
daughter make friends and meet new 
people who share similar interests.

“I made a post on (the) ‘I Love Stra-
thmore’ (Facebook Page) as an anony-
mous poster, and there ended up 
being a lot of parents whose kids are 
also having the same issues making 
friends,” she said. “A bunch of these 
kids are obsessed with anime, but it 
makes it a bit harder to make friends 
in their school when you’re obsessed 
with something that is very different 
from what other kids are into.”

Following the response from other 
parents regarding their kids’ mutual in-
terests, Geremia decided to volunteer 
her store, Lil Hoots, to host the debut 
club meeting.

The club met for the first time, Jan. 
11, with six kids coming out to par-
ticipate, despite the adverse weather 
conditions. Geremia has been making 
efforts since then to coordinate with 
other parents to talk about hosting fu-
ture meetings and making the club a 
regular occurrence. 

“The Strathmore Municipal Library 
has also offered to help host the even-
ts and organize some things because 

they have more time to put into it and 
they have a much bigger pool of re-
sources,” said Geremia. “They are allo-
wed to play movies, and they can actu-
ally have somebody who is focused on 
this club, so I have been also talking 
to them and seeing how they can help 
organize it. Hopefully this can become 
a much bigger thing than just having it 
at my store.”

Anime is a Japanese style of anima-
ted art which can be thought of simi-
larly to American cartoons. Stories are 
told across a wide host of genres with 
often very exaggerated or over the top 
characters. 

Themes can range between fantasy, 
science fiction, sports, music, super-
heroes, comedy, romance, slice of life, 
among just about anything else. Anime 
can be original series, or they may be 
based off of manga books, which are 
similar in concept to graphic novels.

Geremia added some of the kids who 
attended the first Anime Club meeting 
even came in cosplay – dressed in cos-
tume, of their favourite characters. 

“If you are just going to one school 
and none of the kids at that particular 
school are into that, you start to assu-
me that you are different or you are 
strange, or it is something that nobody 
else is into, and then all of a sudden, 
there is this whole network of kids 
who are into the exact same thing that 
you are,” she said. “You can become 
yourself and be yourself and if a pa-
rent can step out of their own comfort 

Town passes operating line of credit 
bylaw for 2024 operational year
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore council gave third and 
final reading to its 2024 Operating Line of Credit 
Bylaw, No. 24-05 during the Jan. 17 regular meeting 
of council. 

Bylaw 24-05 will serve effectively as a contingency 
in order to allow the town to continue delivering 
its regular programs and services to residents, busi-
nesses, and key stakeholders while taxes are being 
collected up until July 1, 2024. 

Once taxes are collected, if the town had been at 
all required to draw funds from its line of credit, 
those monies will be paid back immediately. It is 
anticipated by town administration that use of the 
town’s line of credit will not be needed. 

“This is a just in case bylaw. One of the reasons 

we ask (for this to be passed) every year is to ensure 
that if we ever came into a crunch where we could 
not meet our cash requirements before our property 
taxes are due on June 30, we would be able to draw 
on our line of credit,” said Leana Ashbacher, seni-
or manager of financial services for the town. “The 
Town of Strathmore has had an operating line of 
credit for close to a decade, and we have never, ever 
needed to use it. I believe this is due to our fiscal res-
ponsibility on how we spend money, and knowing 
that our capital projects are normally paid for during 
the summer months during construction season.”

The proposed recommendation to council was 
intended to ensure that the town will have the fi-
nancial means to pay for offering its programs, pay 
contracts, and deliver services to residents.

Town administration noted they anticipate no 
changes to the town’s services, programs or ope-

rations in regards to the line of credit, prior to the 
request being passed.

Under Section 251, Subsection 1 of the Municipal 
Government Act, a municipality may only borrow 
money if the borrowing is authorized by a borro-
wing bylaw. This section of the Municipal Govern-
ment Act applies to operating expenditures of a mu-
nicipal body. 

“This is a contingency approach to support the 
town’s existing line of credit, but does require a by-
law to comply with the legislation,” said Ashbacher.

Following her presentation, Ashbacher requested 
council give all three readings of the bylaw during 
the Jan. 17 meeting.

Motions made by Coun. Denise Peterson and 
Coun. Melissa Langmaid for all three readings re-
garding the bylaw were passed unanimously by 
council.

zone and encourage a love or obsessi-
on that their children are into … they 
can help their kids bloom and go out 
and become who they actually are. If 
that is something that I can do for my 
daughter and some of these other kids, 
I will 100 per cent do it.”

The club was initially advertised for 
youths between 12 and 15 years of 
age, though one as young as 10- ye-
ars-old attended the first club meeting. 
The idea is to encourage a youth de-

mographic to have a safe place to be, 
but nobody will be excluded from the 
club. 

More information regarding the Ani-
me Club is available through the Stra-
thmore Anime Club Facebook page. 
Youth who may be interested are en-
couraged to talk to their parents or 
guardians about joining. Similarly, pa-
rents and guardians with children who 
share the interest are encouraged to 
reach out.

Close battleClose battle
The Strathmore Storm U18 Tier 3 scored first and led for most of the game, but ultimately allowed two 
third period goals en route to a 2-1 loss to Innisfail on Jan. 19 at the Strathmore Family Centre. The 
Storm will now host Rockyford on Feb. 2 (7:15 p.m.) at the Strathmore Family Centre.

Joe Lepage Photos

Come Cheer on Your Strathmore Wheatland Come Cheer on Your Strathmore Wheatland Kings!Kings!

NEXT HOME GAMES

PLAYER OF PLAYER OF 
THE GAMETHE GAME

StrathmoreStrathmore
       Times       Times

Strathmore Family Centre 
- Gold Arena

Jan 20Jan 20
Tegan SkeharTegan Skehar

Jan 21Jan 21
Charlie Goll Charlie Goll 

Saturday, February 3
8 pm vs Three Hills
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STRATHMORE TIMES!
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www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

FRANCHISE FEE INCREASE 
NOTICE

Please be advised that the Village of 
Standard is proposing to increase the 
local access fee, which is charged to 
FortisAlberta Inc. (FortisAlberta) for use 
of municipal lands for its power lines 
effective April 1, 2024*.

The fee is recovered by FortisAlberta 
from its customers as the local municipal 
access fee on electric billings of all 
customers that receive electric service 
in the Village of Standard. This local 
access fee will be increased from $0.00 
(0%) to $3.24 (4%) of the delivery charge 
of FortisAlberta, excluding energy related 
riders. This calculation is based on 640 
kWh consumption in 30 days.

Questions or concerns should be directed 
to Yvette April, Chief Administrative Officer 
at 403-644-3968.

NOTICES

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN - 
Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....
Barley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, 
Flax, Canola. “On Farm Pick-
up”. Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buy-
ing Oats, Barley, Wheat, 
Canola, Peas, Screenings, 
Mixed Grains. Dry, Wet, 
Heated, or Spring Thresh. 
Prompt Payment. In House 
Trucks, In House Excreta 
Cleaning. Vac Rental. 1-888-
483-8789.

FEED AND SEED

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALK-
ING or DRESSING? The Dis-
ability Tax Credit allows for 
$3,000 yearly tax credit and 
$30,000 lump sum refund. 
Take advantage of this offer. 
Apply NOW; quickest refund 
Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

MISC
INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 
BUILT WITH CONCRETE 
POSTS. Barns, Shops, Riding 
Arenas, Machine Sheds and 
more, sales@integritybuilt.
com 1-866-974-7678 www.
integritybuilt.com.

BUILDINGS

ZAROKOSTAS, 
Vasilios “Bill” 
It is with profound sadness that we 
announce that Vasilios “Bill” Zarokos-
tas, 77, of Strathmore, Alberta passed 

away on January 16th, 2024, surrounded by his fam-
ily.
Bill was born Sept.3, 1946 to Stamatios and Eleni 
Zarokostas in Leonidio, Greece. Bill was the young-
est of 8 siblings. He made the bold move to Calgary, 
Alberta at the youthful age of 21 to embark on his 
fearless journey. He then met the love of his life 
(JoAnn) shortly there after. They were married for 53 
incredible years. They had 3 children: Barry (Zabrina), 
Mike, and Jackie (Trevor). From there his family grew 
to include 9 grandkids: Brett, Marcus, Justin, London, 
Kennedy, Mason, Maxwell, Raina and Gabriel.
He was a pioneer of many restaurants in his home-
town of Strathmore. Starting off with Villa Pizza which 
was followed by many more. Lots of the locals still 
refer to him as “Pizza Bill” and rave about it being the 
best they ever had.
He was a great man with an infectious smile and 
warmth making everyone around him feel like they 
were family. He was generous, kind, and gentle. Just 
the right mix of crazy and fun. His accent was un-
deniable and sometimes challenging to understand. 
Regardless, he was truly one of and kind and he will 
not be forgotten.
A funeral service will be held on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 24, 2024, at Hope Community Covenant Church 
(Strathmore) at 1:00 p.m. 
To send condolences, please visit Bill’s obituary at 
www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca.

Obituary

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor
Does the CBC say Canadian to you?
What does the Conservative Party of Canada want to do with 

the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation?
So, what has this programming been offering all Canadians? 

Let’s do a quick partial review.
TV Programming: Hockey Night in Canada; The Nature of 

Things; The National – a news program that covers ALL of 
Canada; Land and Sea – a program stories about Canada’s east 
coast; Dragons Den – Canadian entrepreneurs; Marketplace – 
a program to alert Canadian consumers; Coronation Street and 
Murdoch Mysteries; CBC news at noon – the only program that 
covers the Ottawa’s house parliament question period and the 
only station to consistently have CBC reports and reporters in 
areas covering all of Canada including our Northern territories; 
The Calgary eye opener; little kids’ morning programming; Our 
Calgary; The Fifth Estate - this is just a sample of TV program-
ming that is all Canadian, only on CBC.

Radio Programming: Cross Country checkup, Alberta at Noon, 
The Eye Opener and The Homestretch, The World this Hour and 
the World at Six, As It Happens and The Current and Ideas – 
three Canadian programs talking to world’s people of “trusted 
verified” about recent events, good and bad. Q – mainly about 
Canadian music and art, along with many Canadian podcasts. 
This is just a sample of Radio programming that is all Canadian 
only on CBC.

The Conservative Party of Canada’s leader Pierre Poilievre’s 
election platform is to get rid of the CBC. I have to ask myself, 
why would you want to remove the only program that covers 
all of Canada in only the way the CBC does? Is this another me-
dia outlet to be eliminated? Their TV and radio programming is 
mainly about Canada and all of its people, with far less advertis-
ing and more information programming delivered for your valu-
able time. As well, there are some Canadians in our vast county 
that only get CBC over the air transmission at no cost. Yes, anten-
nas are still used even around Calgary.  

This important Canadian connection would be lost to those 

that don’t have internet coverage. It could add to their daily cost 
for a pay-for-view replacement, if even available in their area. 
This seems contrary to the Conservatives’ stand to reduce Cana-
dian costs and communicating with all Canadians. More impor-
tantly what Canadian benefit do Canadians get in not having the 
CBC? What are we being saved from? The truth is your choice. 
That said, I guess it’s hard for a politician to understand the 
convenience of not having to pay for a Canadian news program 
on an air transmitted signal to reach all Canadians for TV and 
radio, when they have almost everything paid for by the Cana-
dian taxpayer. 

The CBC employs 7,444 taxpaying Canadians that will be out 
of a job – does that make sense? What’s also hard to understand 
as reported is Poilievre suggested he supports radio-Canada’s 
French services only, but not the English portion of this CBC 
program. Hmmm, it kind of makes you wonder why. Gee, could 
it be about keeping certain voters happy on both sides of this 
issue? Note, to all politician’s, Canadians are not stupid people, 
spoon feeding is not wanted or appreciated, use your resources 
to focus on the real issues Canadians are facing.

CBC has stated the cost to run this Canadian operation is 
about 10 cents a day per Canadian. You pay way more for a cup 
of coffee. Do you think losing all of the great uniquely Canadian 
programming from West to East to Arctic coast because of a 
political party’s opinion is in the best interest of all Canadians? 
Is this worth losing the only consistent Canadian broadcast com-
pany that covers all of Canada in news, arts and entertainment 
for 10 cents a day? How does that issue sit with what you want 
the government parties to really focus on? Do you think getting 
rid of the CBC will bring Canadians closer together by having 
less Canadian content? Do these questions seem a little redun-
dant to you? Then talk to your MP and MLA if you want to keep 
Canadian programming Canadian. Fortunately, we still have the 
voting process which allows your choice to keep what makes us 
uniquely Canadian.

Dennis Bigras
Wheatland County

The CBC is worth saving

Town passes 2024 Supplementary 
Assessment Bylaw
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Town of Strathmore Council gave third reading to its 2024 
Supplementary Assessment Bylaw, No. 24-04, during the 
Jan. 17 regular meeting of council. 

The bylaw is designed to provide clear parameters to en-
sure that taxes are levied fairly, and town revenues are sta-
ble. 

“This is our annual bylaw that allows our appointed asses-
sor, Wild Rose Assessment Services, for the municipality to 
determine new improvements added to our properties since 
Dec. 31 of the previous year,” said Leana Ashbacher, senior 
manager of financial services for the Town of Strathmore. 
“Without this bylaw, we cannot do supplementary assess-
ments which adds additional revenue to the organization.”

The supplementary assessment bylaw is an annual bylaw 
request submitted to council every January, and at the time, 
Ashbacher requested council pass all three readings of the 
bylaw during the meeting at which it was presented.

Organizational implications of the recommendation ensu-
res that the town will have the means to pay for offering the 
programs and services to new taxpayers.

The intent of the recommendation was to allow the town 
to impose taxes on all partially constructed or additional 
buildings constructed throughout the year. Being an annu-
al process, this allows the town to be able to capitalize on 

property taxes from new developments as it continues to 
grow and expand. 

This implies that tax revenue for the town will be incre-
ased due to new construction completed throughout the ca-
pital year. 

In the publicly available document, which was presented 
to council for review, it is stated exact estimates regarding 
increases to tax revenue are difficult to estimate, as changes 
will depend on the volume of new construction taking place 
within Strathmore. 

Section 313, Subsection 1 of the Municipal Government 
Act allows council to pass a bylaw authorizing supplementa-
ry assessments to be prepared for the purpose of imposing 
a tax under Part 10 of the Act in the same year. 

In the Municipal Government Act, Section 313 also speaks 
to the preparation of supplementary assessments, this by-
law, and it makes reference to all improvements, and all 
manufactured homes within the municipality.

Without passing the bylaw, the town would be unable 
to prepare supplementary assessments during the taxation 
year for several improvements that are outlined within the 
publicly available request for decision. 

Motions to pass readings for Bylaw 24-04 made by Coun. 
Denise Peterson and Coun. Melissa Langmaid were passed 
unanimously by council. All three readings were passed du-
ring the Jan. 17 meeting, as requested by town administra-
tion.

The Strathmore Storm U15 Tier 2 team scored three goals in 
each of the first two periods en route to an 8-1 win over Oyen 
on Jan. 21 at the Strathmore Family Centre. The Storm will hit 
the road for a pair of games before returning home on Feb. 10 
(11:30 a.m.) to host Irvine. Joe Lepage Photos

Storm surgeStorm surge



Ace Custom 
Sewing.com
Repair & Upholstery
Strathmore AB

Not taking any new clients 
because of medical issues 

until 2024

Business 
FOR SALE
Training Available

For more information
Call Debi 403-901-0342 

or Text 403-324-7710

UPHOLSTERY
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

Residential Roofing • Roof Repair
Metal Roofing • Siding

Soffit & Fascia • Eavestrough

PHR
Prairie Home Roofing Ltd.

Get the job done right the FIRST time!

FREE ESTIMATES
www.prairiehomeroofing.com
info@prairiehomeroofing.com

403-796-5381Calgary
Strathmore 403-901-7484
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Residential Roofing • Roof Repair
Metal Roofing • Siding

Soffit & Fascia • Eavestrough

PHR
Prairie Home Roofing Ltd.

Get the job done right the FIRST time!

FREE ESTIMATES
www.prairiehomeroofing.com
info@prairiehomeroofing.com

403-796-5381Calgary
Strathmore 403-901-7484

ROOFING

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

Check us out ONLINE!!Check us out ONLINE!!
www.www.StrathmoStrathmoreTimesreTimes.com.com

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

403-803-4605

REAL ESTATERENTALS
Apartments for Rent

-
3 Bedroom Condos 

for Rent
-

2 Storey, 3 Bedroom 
Units downtown

-
1&2 Bedroom Units 

in adult only building
-

Tenants pay all utilities

For more information 
please call 

STRATHMORE 
HOMES LTD

Nancy
@ 403-934-5687

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
Hauling  •  Junk Removal
Truck and Trailer for Hire

Firewood - Sold in Bundles or Bulk

403-934-7645

HAULING, REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$799799
Advertise 
Province-wide 

plus GSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

Ask about the

$$799799Advertise 
Province-wide 

with a combined circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... plus GST

SUDOKU

GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blan-
ket Classifieds or Value Ads 
reach over 600,000 Alberta 
readers weekly. Two options 
starting at $269 or $799 to 
get your message out! Busi-
ness changes, hiring, items 
for sale, cancellations, ten-
ders, etc. People are increas-
ingly staying home and rely 
on their local newspapers for 
information. KEEP people in 
the loop with our 90 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or  email classifieds@awna.
com  for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746 
X225. www.awna.com.

FIREARMS WANTED 
FOR  OUR 2024  AUCTION 
PROGRAM: Rifles, Shotguns, 
Handguns, Antiques, Mili-
taria, Collections, Estates, 
Single Items. For Auction, or 
Possible Purchase: Toll-Free 
1-800-694-2609, Email Us 
at sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit Us @ www.swit-
zersauction.com.

COMING EVENTS

SPRUCE POINT PARK As-
sociation now accepting 
applications for the posi-
tion of: PARK MANAGER, 
2024 season, May 1st to 
September 15th (end date 
flexible). Spruce Point Park 
Campground and Marina 
is located on Lesser Slave 
Lake approximately 285 
kms northwest of Edmonton, 
AB near Hamlet of Kinuso. 
Manager must live on site in 
own RV unit. Full-service lot 
provided. For complete job 
description package please 
call 780-775-3805 or email 
sprucepointpark@gmail.
com. Closing date: Until a 
suitable candidate is found.

HELP WANTED
CASH PAID FOR GOLD, SIL-
VER & PLATINUM! Buying 
coins, collections, 999 bul-
lion, bars, ingots, jewelry, 
nuggets, sterling, old money. 
PURCHASING ENTIRE COIN 
COLLECTIONS! Call Todd 
1-250-864-3521.

WANTED OLD ADVERTISING: 
Dealership signs, service 
station, gas pumps, globes, 
oil cans, Red Indian, White 
Rose, Buffalo, Husky, Ford, 
GM, Dodge, Tire signs, Coke, 
Pepsi, etc. Call 306-221-
5908.

WANTED

BLANKET THE PROVINCE 
with a classified ad. Only 
$269/wk (based on 25 
words or less). Reach almost 
80  weekly newspapers. Call 
NOW for details. 1-800-282-
6903 Ext 225; www.awna.
com.

TRAINING

HELP WANTED

www.StrathmoreTimes.com
GET YOUR 

CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

403-934-5589

Rosebud Theatre & School of the Arts is 
HIRING! 

Join our team of storytellers in the thriving arts village  
of Rosebud, only 40 minutes from Strathmore.

We’re dedicated to producing exceptional professional 
theatre and transformative post-secondary education. 

Employment Opportunities Available

Marketing & Communications Manager
Kitchen Professionals

More information and instructions  
to apply can be found online. 

RosebudTheatre.com/Careers

GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE TIMES!GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS IN THE TIMES!  Call 403-934-5589
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Upcoming Council Meetings
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole 

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Council Chambers at the 
Strathmore Municipal Building
(1 Parklane Dr., Strathmore, AB T1P 1K2)

Attending a meeting
Hearing from the community is important 
to us and you’re welcome at any Regular 
Council or Committee of the Whole Meeting. 
You don’t need to call ahead or register to 
observe Strathmore Council in action. There 
is ample public seating and additional 
standing room if needed. You can also 
watch livestreamed meetings online as 
they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Coming and going
Meetings generally start at 6 p.m. and begin 
with Closed Meeting agenda items before 
moving to a Public portion. Meetings last as 
long as necessary for Council to finish the 
business on the agenda. Members of the 
public may come and go as they please 
but are asked to do so quietly so as not to 
disturb the discussion.

Public participation at meetings
Your Council actively encourages people to 
get involved. We make time at the start of 
every Regular Meeting of Council for people 
to speak on any item on the agenda. 
Hearing from the community helps Council 
so don’t be shy. Submit a “Request to Speak 
at Council Meeting Form” at least 48 hours 
prior to the scheduled meeting. 

Presenting at meetings 
Have an idea you think Council should 
hear about? You’re welcome to form a 
delegation and request to present at a 
meeting, but you’ll need to register as a 
delegation so we can save your place on 
the agenda. Interested delegations must 
submit a summary in writing, briefing 
Council about what it is that you will be 
presenting. This must be submitted to the 
Manager of Legislative Services (lsadmin@
strathmore.ca) by noon the Wednesday 
before a meeting.

*Schedule subject to change upon Council Resolution.

2024 Town Council 
Meeting Schedule 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

December

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

November

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

October

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

September

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

August

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

July

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 1 2 3 4 5 6

June

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

May

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

April

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

25 26 27 28 29 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

March

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

February

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

January

Regular Council Meeting

Committee of the Whole Meeting

Annual Organizational Meeting

Aquatic Centre
Winter Swimming Lessons
Schedule released: January 15, 2024
Registration opens: 
January 30, 2024 at 9 a.m. 
(Strathmore and Wheatland County residents)
February 1 at 9 a.m. (for all other members)

Course ID Dates Days Time Cost

26332 Jan 31, 2024 W 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

26334 Feb 9, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

27467 Mar 15, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

27481 Apr 19, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

27482 May 3, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

27483 May 17, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

27484 Jun 7, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

27485 Jun 28, 2024 F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $47.50

PD Day/School Closure Camps

Course ID Dates Days Time Cost

27687 Feb 21 to 23, 2024 W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $120

Winter Break Camp

Course ID Dates Days Time Cost

27480 Apr 2 to 5, 2024 T, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $180

Spring Break Camp

Are you looking for activities to keep your kids busy while 
they have days off from school? Look no further. Strathmore 
Motor Products Sports Centre is now offering day camps on 
PD / School Closure Days!

February is Heart Month – a time to 
bring attention to the importance of 
cardiovascular health, and what we can 
do to reduce our risk of cardiovascular 
disease. things such as eating healthier, 
getting proper sleep, being physically 
active, managing your stress, and limiting 
your alcohol intake. We may not be able 
to help with all these changes, but there 
are plenty of ways to get get active with 
Strathmore’s Recreation Team.

Strathmore Motor Products Sports Centre

Family Centre Arena
Free Skate Sundays
Sponsored by UFA Strathmore

Dates: Feb 4, Feb 11, Feb 25, Mar 3, 
Mar 10, Mar 24, Mar 31, Apr 7
Time: 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Theme Dates Days Time Cost

Water Fun Jul 2 to 5, 2024 Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $148
Spray and Play 
(Swim Lessons) Jul 8 to 12, 2024 M, Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $252

Sport and 
Explore Jul 15 to 19, 2024 M, Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $185

Multisport 
Adventure Jul 22 to 26, 2024 M, Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $185

Splash and Dash 
(Swim Lessons) Jul 29 to Aug 4, 2024 M, Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $252

Neon Days Aug 6 to 9, 2024 Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $148

Balls and More Aug 12 to 16, 2024 Mo, Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $185

Olympic Days Aug 19 to 23, 2024 M, Tu, W, Th, F 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $185

Let’s Celebrate Aug 26 to 29, 2024 M, Tu, W, Th, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $148

Summer Day Camps
Registration for 2024 Summer Day Camps 
opens February 15th, 2024. We’re excited 
to be introducing new age groups, 
continuing with pre-care services, and 
offering half-day options.

Age groups: 
• Four to five (half-day)
• Six to seven
• Eight to nine
• Ten to twelve

HEART MONTH

Learn more at Strathmore.ca/Recreation
Register for classes and camps at Strathmore.ca/RecSchedule


