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Join the waiting list! Dixie Brenda
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court explored

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore is exploring
the feasibility of establishing another
multi-purpose sport court at the Motor
Products Sports Center.

Mayor Pat Fule spoke to an adminis-
trative inquiry he submitted during the
Feb. 18 meeting of council. The idea
is to explore potential improvements
to the currently undeveloped cement
area.

“The current cement area does not
meet the needs of residents. While it
will be an investment, I have received
external information that showed a
potential increase in rentals for club
volleyball and basketball at the Sports
Centre, should we have three operating
courts,” he said.

Administration has been asked to re-
turn before council with a cost estimate
for a third sport court to be installed
at the facility with lines for basketball,
badminton, volleyball, and pickleball.

Additionally, council has request-
ed economic and services benefits of
these improvements to be included in
the report.

A multi-purpose sport court was of-
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Storm action

Kings eliminated

STRATHMORE
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Address ficially opened on the outside of the

129 2nd Avenue facility in November as a result of
Inside the George Freeman School’s collaboration
Strathmore with Grey’s Limited.

Though the budget for the project
was not released to the public, it was
noted to also have been significantly
financed by the Warrack Family Foun-
dation.

The establishment of another sport
court is anticipated to attract revenue
from sources such as Basketball Alber-
ta and Volleyball Alberta tournament
bookings.

“I think we have had an increase in
the usage of the sports center. 'm a vol-
unteer coach there, I see the number of

Business Centre

Office Hours
Monday-Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Look on Page 8 for

Town of Strathmore
Municipal Notices

Contact Us Today!

403.934.5589 people who come in on Sundays, and
info@strathmoretimes.com I've seen the tournament bookings in
. there,” said Fule.
wwwStrathmore Times com
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Cheering for anada

Die-hard hockey fans packed the Boston Pizza Lounge in the early morning hours of Feb. 22, donning
red and white and waving flags in support of Canada as the national team faced off against rivals from
the United States for the Olympic gold medal. Despite the 6:10 a.m. start time, the atmosphere inside
the restaurant was electric, with cheers erupting at every Canadian scoring chance. Although Canada
ultimately fell in 2-1 overtime, many pointed to Canada’s dominant performance, noting the team outshot
the Americans 42-28. Joe Lepage Photo
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Collection Tips

* On collection day, set carts out by 7:00am 0
and remove by 11:00pm.

* Place carts at least 1m (3.3f) away from objects to
the rear or side and 3m (9.8f) from above.

* Layer between wet and dry organics with
newspaper, food soiled cardboard or paper towel.

* Extra bags of waste require bag tags.

* Place only acceptable materialin the carts.

* Do not overfill carts so the lid does not close.

* Weight restrictions for large carts is 100 kg (220lbs)
and for small green carts is 50 kg (110lbs).

* Do not block collection routes with vehicles and
trailers or other material and items.

* Trim overhanging branches and overgrown
vegetation to provide a safe route for collection of
the carts.

* Do not remove carts from the property they are
assigned to.

black and green cart
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Beautiful banner

The Strathmore Storm U13 Tier 4
team caputured the divsion ban-
ner after 4-2 home win over Sik-
sika on Feb. 21 at the Strathmore
Family Centre. After falling 6-5 in
Game 1, the Storm needed the
two goal home win to claim the
win and will now move on to the
league championship, where the
winner will advance to provincials.

Photo Courtesy of David Bryan

2026 WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Biweekly Organic Collection
November thru April

Holiday Collection Interruption
January 1 and December 25
No other holidays are affected.

Christmas Tree Collection Week*
January 19 to 23

HIG Collection Week
April13to 17
September 14 to 18

Trash to Treasure
April9to 12
September 10 to 13

Free Compost @ the Recycling Facility
May 1 to October 31

Recycling Facility, 103 Huxted Way
Tuesday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm

Missed Collection or General Inquiry
403-361-2108 / infrastructure@strathmore.ca
Cart Repair or Replacement
403-361-2126 / operations@strathmore.ca

Garbage Routes

Tuesday
Weadnesday
Thursday

Friday
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Development, volunteers and vision shape Standard

FERNANDO MORENO-PRADO
Times Contributor

The Village of Standard closed out 2025 with
new leadership at the council table, steady infra-
structure progress, and a slate of active community
projects that signal continued growth for the small
but vibrant community.

“We’re a small municipality but we can do a lot
for ourselves and keep moving forward,” said CAO
Yvette April.

The 2025 municipal election welcomed three
new councillors. Brandon Duffala, Rhett Penny
and Brian Pedersen joined the re-elected members
Mayor Martin Gauthier and Richard Bryan to form
the five-member council. Duffala serves as Deputy
Mayor. Gauthier was unavailable for comment.

While no major infrastructure builds were com-
pleted in 2025, the village focused on essential
repairs and maintenance, including sidewalk and
street repairs and annual servicing of water, sewer
and hydrant systems.

The village’s partnership with Connect Mobility
to provide local internet services has proven suc-
cessful and is now generating revenue for the mu-
nicipality.

“It’s fast and reliable and affordable,” said April.

Funding was also secured for a municipal solar
project, aimed at reducing electricity costs for mu-
nicipal buildings and local non-profit organizati-
ons. In addition, the village received a grant for
a building feasibility study to evaluate municipal
facilities and explore ways to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

“If the weather keeps going the way it is, we
might be ready as early as April,” said April. “It de-
finitely has been challenging.”

Greenleaf Fuel continues to offer competitive
fuel pricing comparable to nearby Strathmore, to
which April points out that it is “sometimes even
cheaper.”

The community grocery store, Standard Clover
Farm, came under new management in 2025. Won
and Jamie Lee now operate the store as a mother
and son team, explains April. The store features
local products, fresh baked goods, an on-site but-
cher, produce, dairy, dry goods, lottery services
and liquor.

The Wheatsheaf Bakery and Grill was also wel-

comed as the new operator of the arena kitchen,
adding to local amenities.

The village campground saw increased bookings
after launching an online reservation system
through Camp Spot.

The Ag Society enhanced recreational facilities
with a new skate shelter at the outdoor arena,
providing benches for skaters. The annual Skate-a-
thon last February raised funds for the arena, whi-
le the concession building at the campground was
re-sided.

Baseball remained active across all three com-
munity diamonds, and hockey continued to field
teams in every age group.

The Rodeo Society faced weather-related chal-
lenges when its annual parade and rodeo were
postponed, but celebrations were successfully held
later on Canada Day. Gymkhana events ran throug-
hout the summer and fall, and a new shelter was
added at the rodeo grounds to host functions.

The local library reported strong attendance at
its annual Golf Tournament and Ham & Oyster
Supper fundraisers and is planning an outdoor gar-
den space titled “Reading in the Green.”

The Standard Community Hall remained a po-
pular wedding venue during the summer months,
bolstered by its proximity to the campground, as
stated in the Standard 2025 review document that
was emailed. Its annual “Nashville Night” fundrai-
ser also drew strong community support.

The Standard Lions Club donated and installed
new “Village of Standard” signs at both the nor-
th and south entrances to the community. The Li-
ons’ annual auction fundraiser raised more than
$100,000, with proceeds earmarked for community
projects.

Looking ahead, the Village Fire Department is set
to receive new trucks in late 2026, replacing both
its current fire engine and bush buggy. It is “an in-
vestment that will strengthen emergency response
capacity for years to come” according to the review
document.

From steady development and environmental
initiatives to strong volunteer engagement and
recreation programs, 2025 proved to be a year of
progress and community pride for the Village of
Standard.

April gives “a huge shout out to all the volun-
teers,” for which everything is made possible.

Long Walk in the Snow comes to Rosebud

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

Audiences seeking an intimate evening of music
and storytelling found a rare artistic experience
in J.S. Bach’s Long Walk in the Snow, presented
Feb. 17 at the Akokiniskway Gallery by Rosebud
Theatre & School of the Arts.

Set in the picturesque Rosebud River Valley, the
one-night-only chamber musical blended live clas-
sical music with narration to tell the story of a
remarkable journey.

J.S. Bach’s Long Walk in the Snow “takes you
along on a trip: a 400 km odyssey to a glittering
northern port city with street fights, big business,
insight, fulfillment, the father figure Bach didn’t
know he needed and, quite possibly, true love.”

The performance took place in the historic Ako-
kiniskway Gallery, a former church known for its
acoustics and close setting.

“It’s very different than anything we typically
do,” said marketing coordinator Hayley Rosenau.
“It has beautiful acoustics.”

The gallery accommodates roughly 70 to 80
guests, creating a personal and immersive en-
vironment.

“It’s an ethereal experience to be in such a small
setting, have this beautiful music playing and then

STRATHMORE
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John Watson Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
Kristina Bezic Financial Manager

Contributors: Laureen F. Guenther, Joe Lepage, Melissa Piche, Fernando David Moreno-Prado

Rose Hamrlik Advertising

have Tom kind of weave this story. It’s really ma-
gical.” Rosenau explained.

Narrated by Tom Allen of CBC, the production
blended classical music with storytelling about
the life and journey of composer Johann Sebas-
tian Bach.

Artistic Director Craig Hall said the production
came to Rosebud through a direct invitation from
the narrator himself.

“Tom Allen from the CBC is the one that actually
approached us,” Hall said. “This is basically the ar-
tists reaching out to us saying, ‘we have this show,
(ity’d be perfect in your gallery space.””

The show combined Bach’s music with storytel-
ling in what Hall describes as a distinctive format.

“It’s kind of a combination of Bach’s music and
the story of Bach’s life,” he said.

The performance offered audience members a
chance to experience classical music in an intima-
te rural setting.

“They are tapping into all things fine arts,” Rose-
nau said. “They get to hear about one of the best
pianists and composers in history, like J.S. Bach is
iconic, and then they’re kind of stepping out from
what is typically offered in rural Alberta without
going to a symphony.”
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Connor White

See you next season!

CLUES ACROSS

1. What travelers must do
5. Calendar month

8. Hopefully quickly

12. Once more

14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
15. “Cheers” actress Perlman
16. Astronomy unit

18. Savings vehicle

19. Get your ducks in this
20. Right away
21. Popular sports league

22. Containers 58.
23. Entireties 59.
26. One who wassails 60.
30. Turned-up position 61
31. Extreme modesty 62.
32. Writing utensil 63.
33. Rewards (archaic) 64.
CLUES DOWN

1. Off-Broadway figure 29.
2. Gelatinous substance 35.
3. Concern 36.
4. “Lick It Up” rockers 37.
5. Serbian river 38
6. Part of a hat 40.
7. Bowl-shaped drinking vessel 41.
8. Semitic language 42.
9. Utter a shrill cry 43.
10. Long times 44,
11. Animal parts 45.
13. Causing annoyance 47.
17. Amorous talker 48
24. Attempt 49.
25. Harmonic effects 52.
26. Cost per mile 53.
27. They 54.
28. Bitterly regret 55.

34.
39.
42.
44.
46.
47.
49.
50.
S1.

56

Ancient capital

S. American wood sorrel
General discomfort
Philippine island

A witty saying

One who summarizes
Covered in

Mimic

Henry was a notable one

. Daughter of Hera and Zeus
57.

Retired NFLer Newton
Playground equipment
Concept

Satisfaction

. Fishing net

Hammer end
A father’s male child
Japanese drink

Not even

A way to drop
Title of respect
World leader

. Georgia rockers

National capital

Great Plains people
Duck-sized dinosaur genus
Architectural recesses
Member of U.S. Navy
Mountainous

Kite bird

. Sweetheart (archaic)

Popular snack made of potato
70s songsters The Bee

SE China port __-men
Something to fill up

League of Legends character

STRATHMORE WHEATLAND
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Operation Cold Start

ALBERTA RCMP

keys were in them, and whether they were properly secured.
Officers also educated the public about how to keep their
vehicles safe.

While vehicle theft impacts vehicle owners, it also has a
greater impact on the community. Costs of insurance rise as
a result, and stolen vehicles are often used to commit further
crimes or are sold to unsuspecting Albertans.

Whether you’re a new or experienced driver, follow the
below tips to help keep your vehicle safe:

e If you can’t park in a garage or driveway, ensure that
you’re parked in a visible, well-lit area.

* Visible anti-theft devices, like steering wheel locks, can
help mitigate vehicle thefts and break-ins.

* Know your vehicle’s security settings. If investing in
an automatic car starter to warm your vehicle, be aware of
whether your vehicle can be driven without keys present.
Some vehicles with push starts can be driven without keys.

* Never leave your vehicle unattended if the keys are in it.

* Always lock your vehicle’s doors, even when parked in
a driveway or garage.

RCMP encourages distraction-free driving

ALBERTA RCMP

* Leaving your vehicle idling and
unoccupied puts all your cargo at risk,
including wallets, keys, garage door
openers, documents with personal in-
formation, loose change, purses, shop-
ping items or even children and pets.

* Most modern engines do not requi-
re a ‘warm-up’ period. If your vehicle
does need to warm up, do not leave it
unattended.

“Leaving your vehicle running to
keep it warm can be convenient for
thieves looking to steal transportati-
on to commit additional crimes,” says
S/Sgt. Luke Halvorson, Alberta RCMP
Community Safety and Well-being Unit.
“Operation Cold start aims to reduce
auto theft by educating Albertans on
steps they can take to help keep their
vehicle safe.”

As temperatures drop and snow continues to fall, the Al-
berta RCMP is partnered with law enforcement agencies
across the province for Operation Cold Start. Earlier this
month, police worked with the public to reduce theft of
idling vehicles during winter months.

Police checked on unattended, idling vehicles to see if

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS
ONCUE

ot Wl —

—_

Opening Act
at7 PM
engaging in a distracted activity is not

safe and is still distracted driving.

¢ Distracted driving isn’t worth it. The
penalty for distracted driving in Alberta
is a $300 fine and three demerit points.
The bigger price you pay is risking your
own safety and the safety of others.

“Distracted driving is a common bad
habit among drivers,” says Sgt. Darrin
Turnbull, Alberta RCMP Traffic. “It may
not seem like a big deal to check a text
or change a song, but it only takes a
second where your attention is diverted
for a collision to take place. Distracti-
ons behind the wheel are never worth
putting yourself, or other motorists, at
risk.”

For more traffic safety information,

The Alberta RCMP is reminding drivers that it’s essential to
remain distraction free. Operating a vehicle requires a mo-
torist’s complete attention to be aware of other vehicles and
pedestrians and reduce the risk of collision.

In 2025, the Alberta RCMP issued a total of 3,337 tickets
for distracted driving. Help stay distraction free on the roads
with following tips:

e If it impairs your driving, it’s a distraction. Distracted
driving is not limited to texting or talking on a handheld
device while operating a vehicle — it also includes personal
grooming, reading, writing, adjusting GPS or audio devices,
attending to passengers or pets and any other activity that
might impair your ability to operate a vehicle safely.

* Plan ahead. Before putting your vehicle into drive, prepa-
re by pre-setting your hands-free device, GPS, radio or music.

e Pull over and put it in park. If you need to text, make a
call or engage in any distracting activity, pull over where it’s

Brentwood
Senior Choir

March 7th, 2026 - 7:30 pm

ONCUE - Youth Singers of Calgary
Adult - $40.00

Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under ];LME’\S'
Upcoming Concert

April 25, 2026 - Diana Cohen & Roman Rabinovich - 7:30 pm

Tickets can be purchased at the Vault Cultural Collective or online at
www.smoreuc.com with PayPal or etransfer smoretreasurer@gmail.com
Online purchases must be picked up at the door the night of the concert.

. Thousht for safe and park your vehicle. Simply stopping at a red light and  please follow us on Facebook @RCM-
yA - ought 1o _ _ _ PinAlberta, X @RCMPAIlberta, and on
O . the Week r — — YouTube @RCMP-GRC Alberta.

- T - STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY C3 STRATHMORE

D L Perhaps what lies ADVENTIST CHURCH C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY

= E el s ad] Meeting in the Lutheran Church 3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB TOW|1 tO eXp I O re
O s ) 112 Lakeside Bivd. 403-273-0494  www.c3connect.ca ag ugm

) 0 what lies before 1-888-506-1066 ext. 101 Lead Pastor - Bill Olson feaSI bl I Ity Of

H M us are tiny matters Pastor: Donald Wright Location Pastor - Shan Simpson a d d i t i 0 n a I

E Services held every Saturday Pastor - Eric Horstia

H compared to what Sabbath School: 10 AM Sunday at 10:10 am. | :
lies within us. Worship Service: 11 AM (C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m. -
E Emerson www.strathmoreadventist.ca m u tl p u rpose
donald16@hotmail.com STRATHMORE UNITED
God's Closet Wheatland Trail & 3rdl Avenue Sport cou rt
Collects chidren’s clothing and 403-934-3025

.y Continued from Page 1
distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

Sunday Worship Services 10:30am “I just feel that with the information

Level: Advanced

Christa

¥
REMAX KEY N

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential « Land « Farm « Luxury « Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live

Call 403.324.4343
Christaalemanrealtor.com

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
3251 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland
Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE
ASSEMBLY (1 PET. 2:9)
322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month -
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. ¢ 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services — 10:30 am

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore
403-934-2641
www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette

W

403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

Services posted on-line at:
WWW.Smoreuc.com
Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE
CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time
of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL
CHURCH
50 Maplewood Drive ¢ 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Services Sundays
1st service 9:00am
2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY
COVENANT CHURCH
245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424
Pastor: Brandon Trotter
Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

that may be coming to us at this April
meeting, we can see that there is a
great opportunity for more revenue on
weekends that some of these club vol-
leyball and club basketball tournaments
need three courts, and they could all be
housed in one large centre for the tour-
naments, and it would generate a lot of
revenue from renting the facility.”

Fule added he maintains several con-
cerns regarding seniors and young peo-
ple who have been playing pickleball
on a cement floor sustaining injuries to
their knees, hips, and ankles.

Coun. James Chisholm added he
would be eager to see the potential rev-
enue enhancement and expense adjust-
ments which would take place due to
the addition of an additional court.

Council voted unanimously in support
of the inquiry, requesting that adminis-
tration return to present their report for
further discussion during the April 15
meeting of council.

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS
IN THE TIMES!

call 403-934-5589
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Local riding community rallies to support teenager with rare bone cancer

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A local community has rallied behind the family of a 14-ye-
ar-old who has been diagnosed with cancer in order to sup-
port her treatment.

The Tyrrell Riding Academy hosted a benefit run for Dayla
Seely, who has Ewing Sarcoma, a rare and aggressive form
of bone cancer.

“We were already hosting our monthly cattle sorting event,
so for one of the events, we just did by donation, they got to
participate in a special run, and all the donation money went
back to the family,” said Christine Huxted, a parent volunteer
with the academy. “We raised over $2,000 for (Dayla’s) fa-
mily. We did ask them ahead of time just to make sure it was
something they were comfortable with, and then we were
able to tell them how much we supported. They were very,
very appreciative.”

Due to the rarity of her condition, the specific proton ra-
diation treatment necessary is only available at a specialized
facility in Florida. Seely and her mother, Sierra Murray must
temporarily relocate in order to go through with the treat-
ment.

Huxted explained member riders who participated in the
event donated whatever they felt comfortable being able to
contribute, ranging from five dollars to upwards of $200 a
person.

“We really try to give back; we are always looking to build
that barn family, so anytime we have one of our members,
one part of our family that needs something, we are always
looking to do some sort of event,” she said. “This past sum-
mer, one of our lesson students had a house fire, so we did
an event to raise money for her, and now (with) Dayla, gi-
ving money to them. Anytime there is something we can do,
we always do veterans food drives and things like that.”

A GoFundMe campaign for the family launched Feb. 10,
in order to aid in the costs of relocation and for medical
expenses. The original goal set for the campaign was set for
$11,000. As of Feb. 21, the campaign had breached $18,400.

Murray explained Seely began experiencing pain in her

Chantelle de Jonge

MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2" Avenue
P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

back in July, prompting a visit to the Strathmore Hospital.
Lacking evidence of compression fractures, the pain at the
time was suggested to be a result of normal riding and lifting
activities.

Come September, Seely described a lack of energy and con-
tinued pain in her back. A chiropractor noted the crooked-
ness of her back in x-ray scans, as well as an irregular bulge.
At that time, it was recommended that she receive an ultra-
sound to check for cancer.

“(We had) an ultrasound in Strathmore on Halloween and
then I didn’t even make it back to Rocky View County where
my job site is before they called and said it was suspicious
for malignancy,” said Murray. “We got an MRI on Nov. 12 ...
and that is when they started throwing around the ‘C-word’ a
little bit, but we didn’t get the diagnosis until Nov. 20. That’s
when they diagnosed her with Ewing Sarcoma.”

Murray added when Seely was taken for a PET scan, the
results showed signs of cancer not just around the tumor, but
all throughout her body.

Seely has been undergoing chemotherapy treatments since
Dec. 1.

Despite the intensive nature of her treatments, Murray said
her daughter has been “taking it like a champ” and is eager
to get back in the saddle once her body is strong enough to
do so.

Should Seely be to receive the proton radiation therapy,
it would still be several months of chemotherapy before the
process would be scheduled, and relocation with her mother

ETAK///
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Types of Firearms and
Ammunition

Estates and Large Collections Welcome
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for
transportation and verification

call TONY 403.519.7250 or email

info@metakdistributing.com

would take place.

For any who are interested and able
to support the campaign, donations are
being accepted online at https://www.
gofundme.com/f/support-for-daylas-
fight-against-cancer.

YOUR WEEKLY
HEALTH ADVICE

& Gord Morck Pharmacist
Capsule Comments

About 80% of Canadians got their primary
COVID-19 shots but only 25% have received
their booster doses. But there are still thou-
sands of patients hospitalized and hundreds
of deaths occurring. There are many reasons
for this low booster uptake.....presumed im-
munity from the first shot, side effects and
even message fatigue ( ike this one), encour-
aging people to get their COVID-19 boost-
ers. Bottom line: the benefits of the vaccine
outweigh the risks of getting COVID-19.

Everything natural isn’t necessarily good.
There are six natural products that have
been most often associated with serious or
fatal liver damage. These include turmeric,
ashwagandha (Indian ginseng), green tea
extract, garcinia cambogia (Male ar tama-
rind), red yeast rice and black cohosh.Tell
your doctor if you are taking any of these
products.

Nosodes are homeopathic products made
from a pathogen or diseased tissue (blood,
saliva, pus, etc) then diluted in a step-wise
fashion so that none of the original material
remains. Nosodes are often promoted as a
substitute for vaccines. This is wrong. They
are not substitutes for regular vaccines and
there is no proof that nosodes prevent infec-
tion.

Nosodes do not prevent diseases and the
Canadian Paediatric Society and Health
Canada endorse this proven fact. Health
Canada has not ever approved of nosodes as
a substitute for proven vaccines. To protect
your children from diphtheria, whooping
cough, polio, measles, mumps and chicken-
pox, use only proven vaccines, not nosodes.

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm
Sat: 9-6 pm * Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore | 13 _ 254 Ave.
Strathmore

Ph: 403-934-3122

Cet the latest new products, special savings,
contests and more sent directly to your
email. Sign up today for the
Value Drug Mart E-letter.
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Bronze
winners

The Strathmore Storm
U15 C brought home
a bronze medal after
a strong showing at
the Claresholm Tour-
nament held Feb. 14-
15 in Claresholm. The
Storm battled through
the weekend with de-
termination and team-
work to secure a spot
on the podium, cap-
ping off a successful
weekend.
Photo Courtesy of
Marlene Belton

Comfort You Can Feel.
Style Youill Love.

Storm surge

The Strathmore Storm U11A team opened the division playoffs with a 6-4
win over Medicine Hat in Game 1 on Feb. 21 at the Strathmore Family
Centre. The Storm then went on the road and earned a 5-3 win in the two
game total to advance to the next round, where they will take on Redcliff

in the Tier 2 Blue division semifinal. Joe Lepage Photos
TRUSTED.BUILDERS .-
DesigniYouriPerfectjliomelBookMNow; 6 )
DON'T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR THE 4 |
LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS! =
£, | [VEINLAKEWOOD.CA = _

LAKEWOOD Storm advance
A Destination Lake Community ﬂ @L AKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE The St.rathmore $t9r.m U15B team defeated the 3Cs (Coronation, Qastor and Consort) 5-4 to open the

U15 Tier BWW division playoffs on Feb. 21 at the Strathmore Family Centre. The Storm then went on
the road the next day and earned a 4-3 win to advance to the division semifinal versus EWAA.
Joe Lepage Photos

Upcoming Meetings

Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.
~ For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.
N March 3, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

March 10, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission
5 C O U N T Y March 26, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Committee of the Whole
' For call-in details, access links, and agenda packages, please visit our website.

https://wheatlandcounty.ca/agendasandminutes/

ee P la nt ng | Farmer Pesticide Certificate Course

<« When: March 11, 2026, 8:30am - 5:30pm The Farmer Pesticide Cerfification course is a tool
‘\t‘ ‘&’ WorkShOp intended to help farmers to reduce risks associated with
& <« Where: Wheatland County pesticide use. This course is recommended under the

g . . Alberta Environmental Farm Plan, but is also mandato
Administration OFfice: : Ly
March 31st, 6:00pm o 242006 HWY #1 & RR 243 for farmers who wish to use restricted pesticides that
Wheatland County Admin Building require certification such as Aluminum phosphide.

“ Cost: $100 + tax (lunch included)

Online home study of the course would be beneficial.

< Instructors: The online training is located at the following link or
mektreesst;ln?‘tsh; uis m‘g : _ Or BillH3mman & Erin Melwrsith simply search Farmer Pesticide Training on the Alberta
bt IR G gl Agriculture & Irrigation website
ecobuffers can help to prevent Join us for this free wurkshap, =
; : you will learn about: < Register before March 2 at: http://open.alberta.ca/dataset/Farmer-pesticide-
soil erosion, reduce extreme 2026 Alberta Farmer Pesticide Applica-  training-certificate-course
temperatures and energy use, e Shelterbelt design tor Certificate Course Tickets, Wed, - ) .
capture snow for water e Site selection & preparation Mar 11, 2026 at 8:30 AM | Eventbrite Th: ?E':t'h;ate "‘;” hesent t:' :‘I'D"' by eia ;qgr':"l[:"";
r Ef_fﬂmn or to prevent e Tree & shrub species selection < . . :" rr;ga ;:fz esECERIIE PR A SeiatB00
blowing snow on roadw?yf, e Tips for planting success i?g;:‘:;ﬁégg;ﬂ%ﬁﬁg:&ggﬁigunty = S e e
seq?ester Swtian, provkle ¢ Maintenance Ph: 4()_'-3-934.4949 ; Dr. Bill Hamman and Erin Mcllwraith are certified
habita tfor pollinators and e Minimizing environmental trainers who have been teaching pesticide application
other wildlife, a’:d so much damage Note: Recertification is no longer an option, the legislation, applicator and environmental safety for
more! e Managing pests & diseases course must be re-taken every 5 years, many years. [ ,

County funding programs AGRICULTURE &

ENVIRONMENT

To register or for information visit: Careers with Wheatland Cou nty
https://2026WCtree.eventbrite.ca =4 Available opportunities include: WE'RE
: " HIRING!

or contact agandenv(@wheatlandecounty.ca
. Truck Driver/Equipment Operator (Surfacing Crew)
Closes February 27, 2026

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4 S e
. Summer Student & Seasonal Positions
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Closes February 27, 2026

@ g J;g Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY!
T conT wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/
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Kings playoff run ends with Game 4

efeat in Cochrane

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The crown has shattered and the
playoff dream for the Wheatland Kings
came careening to a stop, on Feb. 20,
as they were defeated 4-2 in Cochra-
ne in Game 4 of their second round
series.

It was the third defeat in a row for
the Kings after having only taken the
first game of the best-of-five set against
the Generals.

“Obviously, we are pretty raw. We
had hopes to go a little further this
year. Different breaks and the way
the games turned out ... obviously we
didn’t. Right now, the boys are pretty
upset, but that’s sports, that’s athletics,
that’s hockey,” said Head Coach, Doug
Raycroft. “You get your same amount
of time as everybody else and you
know, we will regroup and see what
we can come back with next year.”

Contrary to the first two games of
the series, Raycroft added he believes
his team brought much better perfor-
mances to the ice in the latter two.

Among his other complaints, he
called out the pattern of poor officia-
ting which takes place throughout the
league, which often leads to extremely
impactful, and often detrimental calls
being made.

“We really deserved to win the third
game of the series. We outplayed them
just about the whole game, (but) we
were on the wrong side of a whole
bunch of calls. The officiating in this
league has been really horrendous
most of the time,” he said.

“(The refs) missed a call, they thought
they saw something else, we looked at
it on review, and it was wrong. It cost
us a five-on-three goal, and then the
overtime goal, they tripped one of our
guys and didn’t call it and that ended
up being the reason why they scored
(in Game 3).

Another contributing factor was the
absence of the Kings top scorer, Luke
Nottveit, throughout the entirety of the
playoff run due to an incorrect suspen-
sion call, according to Raycroft.

Among the roster, there are four play-
ers who are aging out of the league
this season, being Cole Tweit, Josh Al-
berda, Trey Kam, and Chase Berg.

Raycroft explained he had initially
thought this year would be a bit of a
“rebuild year” for the team, particular-
ly after losing players like Phillip Ray-
croft, Joel Romano, and Tegan Skehar
to age-out. Instead, the Kings were
able to finish second in the south divi-
sion by the end of the regular season.

Across the 22-player roster, nine of
the Kings were rookies this season,
which Raycroft aims to see continue
developing going forward.

“We’ve got some first-year players
who I thought were gritty and really
played well and when it got a little
tougher, they got tougher, so we were
pretty happy with that ... and I think
they have a bright future going for-
ward,” he said. “We lost a lot of older
guys, and brought some young guys
in ... when you take a younger player,
they are playing against 20-year-olds,
so you have to make sure they are
tough enough and have the courage so
that they stay safe out there.”

The Kings will meet again in the
spring for their annual awards banquet
to celebrate the season and say an of-
ficial farewell to the over-aged players.

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings were eliminated from
their playoff run, suffering a 4-2 defeat to the Cochrane
Generals in Game 4 of the series, Feb. 20. The Kings
will see four players retiring from the league due to age
out now that their season has concluded.

John Watson and Patrick Price Photos

‘Strathmore’s most unique and
versatile short-term rental.

* Sleeps up to 14 people

« Full kitchen with all
appliances and cookware

« Beautifully landscaped
outdoor space with large
deck and fire pit

« Flexible and functional
private venue

Consider our house your home! From short term stays to business functions, to retreats, wedding, and family celebrations, you'll
have the space to enjoy boutique comfort and charm along with amenities unmatched by traditional venues.

300 1st Avenue | www.welcometofirstplace.com | hello@welcometofirstplace.com | 1.877.807.1080

W] DebbieMitzner.ca

How much is your home worth?
Call 403.934.5555 403.804.8340
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Open discussion takes place between MP and Wheatland County council

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

An opportunity for open discussion and questions
took place between Wheatland County council and
Bow River MP, David Bexte for the first time since
either election.

During the Feb. 17 meeting of council, Bexte took
to the floor to formally introduce himself to the
county, as well as to briefly summarize his agenda
since taking over his seat from Martin Shields.

He described three particular themes he has be-
gun to pursue since the start of his tenure, being
agriculture, energy, and liberty.

“Family farms, the agriculture industry, it needs
strong advocates and I have several other colleagues
in Ottawa that are in the same thread and are very,
very powerful advocates,” he said.

“From the energy side, there are a lot of things
underway that with the MOU in Alberta between
Alberta and Ottawa and potentially that may or may
not manifest into something good, but is something
to pay close attention to and is definitely going to
need a lot of work because the form of that, how
that ultimately comes about could make a big diff€

rence.”

On the topic of “liberty,” as he described, speci-
fically was in reference to freedom of speech and
individual property rights.

He indicated maintaining a vigilant stance against
“innumerable opportunities for the state” to en-
croach upon an individual’s property rights, and
such potential being something to pay strict heed.

Coun. Glenn Koester took the opportunity to bring
the ongoing Wheatland Lodge project to Bexte’s at-
tention and inquire about how to proceed with po-
tentially acquiring federal funding.

“There is no CMHC, and the new Canada Homes
thing does not have anything out there (about) bor-
rowing or anything. And if we are successful, we
can’t move on without a mortgage, or it’s hard. We
are in limbo now, we can’t prepare anything,” said
Koester. “We don’t know what we need or support,
or continuum. I know the province is very reluctant
to have the feds come down and give us money and
build their own thing. They want to have their input
into it too.”

Bexte acknowledged the Province of Alberta
being hesitant to relinquish any authority or control
over a project, particularly the implications of such

that would come with allowing external — in this
case federal, funding sources. However, he added, if
the province is not willing to provide the required
funding, they must live with the consequences.

He suggested the WHMB send a letter to his of-
fice outlining specific details, application dates and
times, and the current status of the project in order
to potentially direct further actions.

Coun. Rick Laursen inquiring directly to Bexte’s
wheelhouse as a member of the committee on en-
vironment and sustainable development, asked for
clarification regarding the government’s movements
towards emphasizing electric vehicles, and phasing
out fossil fuels.

“I think a large part of the pressure and the im-
petus to push on EVs and, certainly over the last
10 years in the Trudeau era to reduce fossil fuel
use and production and consumption, was an abject
disbelief for not understanding the connection bet-
ween economic prosperity and how powerful of an
economic driver that was,” said Bexte.

Bexte cited a difficulty in understanding the
thought process of the liberal government, as well
as a notion that the caucus is not unified in their
opinions regarding the use of fossil fuels.

Fire department, town services host annual food drive

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Fire department is
bringing back its annual food drive, this
year partnering with the Town of Strath-
more to support the Wheatland County
Food Bank.

This will be the fourth such annual
food drive hosted by the fire depart-
ment. In previous years, Holy Cross Col-
legiate (HCC) has joined in to support
the endeavour, though due to some ad-
ministrative changes, the school is not
participating this time around.

“It has morphed into an annual food
drive and something the food bank de-
pends on every year. We are looking this
year to beat our previous total,” said Fire
Chief, David Sturgeon. “Over the past

then CS Camd:
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S@ecr Your Seed Today!

Visit fpgenetics.ca to connect and learn how.

Join thousands of Canadian Growers who trust us to deliver
innovative, reliable seed genetics, season after season

three years, we have steadily increased
the amount, and so this year, we are
looking to beat last year’s number. All
of the emergency services are included,
so police, fire, and EMS, as well as our
municipal bylaw and potentially some of
our operations team within the town.”

Last year, between the school and the
fire department, over 5,400 pounds of
food was donated through the week-
long drive.

A release distributed by the Town of
Strathmore indicates demand for the
food bank’s services has increased by
approximately 60 per cent over the past
several years. In 2025, over 900 house-
holds accessed food hampers.

“The Town of Strathmore’s Fire De-
partment Food Drive is one of our lar-
gest food drives of the year and has a

WHEAT DURUM BARLEY OATS FLAX PULSES HYBRID FALLRYE
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huge impact,” said Lynette Aschenbren-
ner, food bank manager at Wheatland
Food Bank, via the release. “Every piece
of food helps feed everyone right now.”

Volunteers will be distributing dona-
tion bags to neighborhoods on Feb. 26
and will be returning to collect filled
bags on March 6.

As staff and volunteers will not be
able to distribute bags to the entire
town, those who are not in the canvas-
sing neighborhoods may still drop off
donations at the Strathmore Fire Hall
between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. during the
campaign period.

“It is very rewarding seeing the food
bank get stocked up for the season and
just being out and about talking with
people in the town, I think it is very
well supported by the residents and ob-

viously, they are the ones donating. We
are just the conduit to get it to the food
bank,” said Sturgeon. “The residents are
amazing and super giving and thought-
ful, so we are very appreciative. That is
what makes it successful, and I know
the food bank is kind of overwhelmed
every year when we drop off the donati-
ons on behalf of the residents.”

Though HCC is not participating with
the students this year, Sturgeon added
he hopes to see that return in future
food drives as a fun and lighthearted
competition, ending with hosting the
students for lunch.

Urgently needed items are listed by
the food bank on their website. These
include, but are not limited to, canned
meat and soup, tuna, juice boxes, oat-
meal, and hygiene products.

GHSD exploring student apprenticeship,
experiential learning opportunities

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Golden Hills School Division (GHSD)
is in discussions with Wheatland County
regarding potential involvement in pro-
viding students with experiential learn-
ing opportunities.

On behalf of the division, Cathy Price
and Kurt Ratzlaff presented before the
County Public Presentation Committee
during the Feb. 10 meeting.

“We have funding from CAREERS,
formerly Careers Next Generation, and
what we are trying to do is find ways
for students to have hands-on experien-
tial learning opportunities in different
work environments,” said Price. “This
process begins early in their elementary
ages, starting to get them introduced to
different careers in their communities
through guest speakers and learning
about their community, and then as they
go through junior high, we are trying to
get them learning a little bit more about
their different skills and abilities.”

Moving into high school, Price ex-
plained that is when the aim is to have
students exposed to more hands-on,
off-campus experiences.

She added the division is finding
many students are lacking in exposure
to work environments in the same way
that they used to be — an example being
less to no time spent working in family
farm operations or working with their
families’ businesses.

Part of the aim is to have students uti-
lize their time throughout high school
to experiment with and test drive dif-

ferent career paths which may interest
them or discover what they don’t like
prior to going into post-secondary edu-
cation.

“It is very important that schools are
working with communities, with busi-
nesses, with municipalities to make sure
that we are helping to train our students
effectively for the work environments
they that are going into with the com-
petencies they need to be successful,”
said Price.

“What we are finding is that lots of
professions are training their young
people through the apprenticeship-style
model. The four-year university degree
is still relevant in some professions, but
fewer and fewer,” added Ratzlaff.

He noted job-site training and “mi-
cro credentials” are not only becoming
more relevant to many modern work
forces but are also more cost efficient
than spending four years or longer
earning a degree.

Among the options presented to the
county for their proposed involvement
included attendance at the GHSD ca-
reer expo and hiring fair scheduled for
March 26, in order to meet students and
talk with them about civic careers.

The county was also invited to join
dialogue sessions with other businesses
to discuss challenges, as well as oppor-
tunities presented through hiring and/
or apprenticing high school students.

Though no decisions regarding the
presentation were made during the
committee meeting, it was accepted as
information for council to consider at a
later date.
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Final project brings Damien to stage

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

For Matthew Boardman, bringing
Damien to the stage is more than a
final assignment - it is the culmination
of four years of personal, spiritual and
artistic growth at Rosebud School of
the Arts.

“Rosebud has just been life chan-
ging,” Boardman said. “My four years
here have just been so wonderful, with
such a personal theatre training expe-
rience. I've learned a ton about myself;
I've learned a ton about my faith.”

Boardman is a fourth year acting
student and as part of Rosebud’s final
project requirements, students must
produce a full theatrical production
while participating in their field of stu-
dy. For Boardman, that meant taking
on an ambitious challenge; producing
and starring in Damien, a one-man

show written by Aldyth Morris and ba-
sed on the true story of St. Damien of
Molokai.

“As part of the final project you have
to produce the play and you have to
participate in your field of study,” he
explained. “Because I'm in the acting
program, I have to produce and act.
And since there’s only one role, I'm
doing it all. I chose to do that.”

The play follows Father Damien,
later canonized as St. Damien, who
ministered to people suffering from
leprosy in the late 1800s on the Hawai-
ian island of Molokai. Boardman des-
cribes the show as a reflective, almost
ghostly retelling.

“He kind of appears after his death
and he talks to you about his life,”
Boardman said. “Why he came to Mo-
lokai in the first place, and what it me-
ant to dedicate his life to people who
had been completely cast aside.”

At the time those afflicted with le-
prosy were forcibly removed from
their homes and sent to poorly resour-
ced colonies. Damien, though not sick
himself, chose to live among them.

“He sees this, and he dedicates
his life to being that colony priest,”
Boardman said. “He just spends his
life taking care of everyone there and
helps to work to get them things like
running water. He brings attention to
what’s happening, and from that at-
tention comes real change.”

Boardman believes the story’s rele-
vance today is impossible to ignore.

“We’re in a similar position where
we’re kind of staring at the space of so
much pain worldwide,” he said. “The-
re’s a phrase at the end of the play. He
says he felt the wound of love and he
knew he had to do something.”

Producing the show has also stret-
ched him in new ways.

“There’s something really risky but
also really rewarding about trusting a
whole team with your vision,” Board-
man said. “To be given such a resoun-
ding yes from the people I asked has
been really touching.”

As he looks beyond graduation,
Boardman remains committed to the-
atre that explores faith, humanity and
compassion.

“I came for acting and I still am in
love with acting in the theatre,” he
said. “I want to keep telling these
kinds of stories.”

Damien runs March 26-29 at 6 p.m.
nightly and an afternoon matinee at
2 p.m. March 29 at Rosebud’s Akoki-
niskway Gallery. Tickets are $16 ge-
neral admission and $10 for seniors,
they can be purchased through ser-
vanthoodstageworks.com or you can
buy them at the door and pay cash or
etransfer.

Johnny Cash tribute comes to Rosebud

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

Rosebud Theatre & School of the Arts is kicking off
its 2026 season with a musical celebration of an icon,
the Man in Black himself: Johnny Cash.

From March 19-28, Rosebud will host An Evening
with Johnny Cash, a tribute concert featuring Alber-
ta-born performer Devon Brayne, a Betty Mitchell
Award winner for his portrayal of Johnny Cash. The
multi-venue show run takes place in the Rosebud
Opera House, where patrons can enjoy a buffet din-
ner followed by the performance.

Brayne first connected with Cash’s music at a
young age, drawn in by the depth of his voice and a
haunting version of ‘Hurt.

“I started playing guitar around 16 or 17, right after
my voice dropped,” Brayne said. “I got turned onto
Johnny through his Nine Inch Nails cover of ‘Hurt.’
For whatever reason, my dad was confused as to why
his 17-year-old son could emulate a 71-year-old man
so accurately.”

It wasn’t until Brayne appeared in Million Dollar

Quartet in 2018 that his career portraying Cash truly
took off. Since then, he has crafted his own musical
biography of the Man in Black, balancing vocal au-
thenticity with personal interpretation.

“You'’re trying to distinguish yourself amongst a
highly saturated market,” Brayne explained. “There
are many Johnny Cashes that are great and brilliant
at what they do. It’s a matter of trying to distinguish
who I am as a Johnny performer.”

At Rosebud, that distinction is intentional.

“I'm using the Rosebud show to strip things down,
make it more accessible, more intimate, less of a su-
per showy rock concert style,” he said. “The com-
munity view of Rosebud and the theatre itself lends
itself to a more intimate night.”

The performance will feature roughly 20 to 25
songs, spanning Cash’s early Arkansas roots through
his most famous hits, including selections from
Folsom Prison Blues and Man in Black, interspersed
with storytelling about Cash’s life and Brayne’s own
musical journey.

For Rosebud’s Marketing Coordinator, Hayley Ro-
senau, the pairing of performer and venue feels na-

tural.

“With Johnny Cash, he’s such a classic. And Rose-
bud’s a bit of a classic,” Rosenau said. “I think you
get a classic Rosebud experience and then you get to
experience Johnny Cash.”

Artistic Director Craig Hall describes the show as a
first for the theatre.

“We’ve never actually put one of these together,”
Hall said. “This is the first time we’ve actually done
one of these, so we’re pretty excited about it.”

Dinner service begins before each performance,
creating the signature Rosebud destination theatre
experience that draws visitors from across southern
Alberta.

“You can come and have a beautiful meal, go over
to the theatre and have a beautiful show, and then
you’re on your way home,” Hall said. “It’s the place
as much as it is about a particular show.”

Ticket to the show, which includes a buffet meal
and the show are $95 for adults, $70 for youth ages
13-17 and $60 for ages 12 and under.

Visit RosebudTheatre.com or call 1-800-267-7553
to reserve seats.

Calling Alberta home

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Alberta faces serious wildfire seasons and ha-

road shared by the Cities of Calgary and Chestermere.

I shared the concerns I have been hearing from many
residents about growing congestion on 17th Ave as deve-
lopment continues and advocated for Calgary to twin its
portion of the road in collaboration with the City of Ches-
termere to help improve traffic flow and support our gro-
wing communities.

As always, please feel free to reach out to my office with
your feedback and questions (Chestermere.Strathmore@as-
sembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chestermere-Strath-

ving stronger air support is essential. That’s why
we’re investing $400 million in five new Alberta
built DHC 515 waterbombers. These De Havil-
land aircraft will boost wildfire fighting capacity
by nearly 60 per cent and give firefighters ano-
ther powerful tool to keep communities safe. The
investment also supports Alberta’s aerospace sec-
tor, helping create and sustain about 1,000 skil-
led jobs as the planes are built and maintained
right here at home in Chestermere-Strathmore.

As more people choose to call Alberta home,
the everyday needs of families are changing too.
From health care and assisted living to wildfi-
re response and school construction, Albertans
count on clear information and reliable services.
Our government is responding with new tools
and investments that help make these systems
easier to navigate and ensure they keep pace

with our growing communities.

This is incredible news for our constituency.

more and the Parliamentary Secretary for Affordability

Strong primary care is the front door to Alber-
ta’s health care system — and with more providers
practicing here than ever before, making them
easier to find matters for every family. Alberta’s
redesigned Find a Provider website brings family
doctors, nurse practitioners, midwives and clinics
into one simple place. Instead of searching clinic
by clinic, Albertans can now instantly see who’s
accepting new patients and what services they
offer. For anyone who’s struggled to find a regu-
lar provider, or is new to the province, this tool
cuts through the confusion and helps people get
care faster. Learn more at albertafindaprovider.
ca.

Any family with an aging parent knows that
choosing assisted living can feel overwhelming.
Alberta’s new Assisted Living Navigation Portal
makes that process easier by gathering all the
information families need in one location. The
interactive map, simple guides, and short questi-
onnaire help people compare options and under-
stand what supports fit their needs. The portal
will keep expanding over time, eventually inclu-
ding home and community care so Albertans can
see all their choices in one place. Find out more
by visiting alnavigator.alberta.ca/find-your-care.

Alberta is also expanding school spaces to
keep up with demand. Through the $8.6 billion
School Construction Accelerator Program, more
than 130 school projects are being built or up-
graded across the province including in Chester-
mere and Strathmore — and many are being sped
up so students can move into new classrooms
sooner. More than 120 projects are already un-
derway, helping growing neighbourhoods access
safe, modern learning spaces that match Alberta’s
pace of growth.

Together, these projects reflect a simple goal:
making life easier, safer, and more secure for
Albertans. By improving access to care, suppor-
ting families as they make important decisions,
strengthening wildfire protection, and investing
in classrooms, our government is building the
services and infrastructure Alberta needs today —
and for many years to come.

Finally, I am pleased to share that I recently
met with Mayor Jeromy Farkas at the City of
Calgary to discuss key infrastructure priorities
for our region. We talked about the impact of
Calgary’s recent water main breaks on residents
in Chestermere and Strathmore, as well as the
ongoing challenges along 17th Ave — a municipal

and Utilities)

2ND ANNUAL

ELKS MENTAL HEALTH
GOLF TOURNAMENT

AUGUST 13, 2026 - 2:00 PM

| SPONSORS REGISTE NO GENERAL PUBLIC MAY 1ST

@ Strathmore Golf Course wicss.org/elks-mental-health-project
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celebrates seven years

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

The Strathmore Performing Arts Festival is ce-
lebrating its seventh year, continuing to expand
opportunities for young performers and draw au-
diences from across southern Alberta.

Loralee Laycock, president of the organization
— commonly referred to as SPAF — says the festi-
val has evolved significantly since its first event in
2019.

“Our first festival that we put on was in 2019, so
now 2026 ... that would be seven festivals, except
for we didn’t have one in 2020 because of COVID.
Six actual festivals, but the festival’s been running
for seven years.”

This year’s festival has drawn 428 registrations,
a number Laycock says reflects steady community
support.

“It's about the same as last year actually, but
with a steady number, we’re happy with that,” she
said.

One of the fastest-growing components is the
band festival, scheduled for March 18-19 at Holy
Cross Collegiate.
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“Call 403-616-1870 for Sponsorship and table questions.

“The band festival is getting bigger,” she said.
“We’re bringing in more schools from other pla-
ces.”

Because of increased participation, two adjudi-
cators will attend on the second day, and every
available performance slot has been filled. The
band festival also uniquely attracts performers
from outside Strathmore, including groups from
across southern Alberta.

Local participation is also expanding. West-
mount School will bring a choir, and Wheatland
Crossing School bands are participating, reflec-
ting broader involvement within the Golden Hills
school division.

Laycock emphasized the importance of volun-
teers in making the festival possible.

“We always need more volunteers,” said Lay-
cock. “We couldn’t do it without them. Every year
we get a few new people who attended the festi-
val the year before and say, “Wow, that was really
great. I'd love to help out next year.”

While volunteers are essential during the festi-
val, SPAF also seeks year-round board members
to assist with planning. The organization typically
holds its annual general meeting in early June.
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Laycock says the festival offers something for everyone.

“Some people really love to watch singing and musical
theatre because they like to connect with the stories and the
songs,” said Laycock. “Some people love the instrumental
because it gives them a connection to music they’re familiar
with.”

The piano division continues to be one of the largest ca-
tegories.

To enhance the experience, SPAF brings in a Steinway
piano from Calgary so participants can perform on a con-
cert-quality instrument.

“All the kids who play in our piano festival play on a Stein-
way, which is kind of a huge deal.”

When duets or ensembles perform, the venue’s grand pi-
ano is placed beside the Steinway, creating expanded learn-
ing and performance opportunities.

“To be able to play on a piano of that calibre is a real treat
for those kids.”

Laycock also praised teachers for their dedication.

“The amount of time that these teachers put in ... is as-
tounding to me ... making sure that these kids have a posi-
tive experience is really inspiring,” she said.

The festival begins March 18, with simultaneous events
during the first two days.

Contemporary voice and instrumental classes will also run
concurrently early in the festival, offering audiences plenty
of viewing options.

This year, the Praeker family has donated funds to esta-
blish the Geordie Praeker Quarter Note scholarship, in me-
mory of their son, Geordie.

“They wanted to really celebrate music and how music can
help overcome challenges in your life and help you find joy,”
said Laycock.

The scholarship will be awarded to a Grade 12 participant
who applies by reflecting on how music has shaped their
lives.

The festival concludes with the Best of the Best concert
on April 1 at 7 p.m. at Hope Community Covenant Church.
Admission is $5 per person or $10 per household.

PRO WATER

S YS T EMS
9,2&’;
Water Softeners, Iron Filters & Drinking Water Systems

403-901-5512

'3 Pentair Water
Platinum Dealer
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MACHINERY

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less).
Reach 75 weekly newspapers.
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com;
email classifieds@awna.com.

AUCTION

MEIER GUN AUCTION, Satur-
day, March 7 - 10am Wetaski-
win - Selling Rifles, Shot Guns,
Antique Firearms, Gun Safes,
Ammunition, Scopes, Sports-
man  Equipment.  Consign
Now! Free Pick-up. Call 780-
440-1860;  www.meierauc-
tion.com.

TRAVEL

VACATION IN  CANADA'S
WARMEST DESTINATION. Ex-
traordinary villa in 0soyoos,
BC, breathtaking lake views,
just 3 minutes from town. Or
warmer weather, two luxurious
5-star resort units in Phoenix,
Arizona. Doug 306-716-2671
or visit osoyooslakevilla.com.

HEALTH

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Other
medical conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING or DRESS-
ING? The Disability Tax Credit
allows for $3,000 yearly tax
credit and $30,000 lump sum
refund. Take advantage of this
offer. Apply NOW; quickest re-
fund Nationwide: Expert help.
1-844-453-5372.

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS IN THE

TIMES!

Call
403-934-5589
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LANDSCAPING

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE
THROUGHOUT  Alberta. The
Blanket Classifieds or Value
Ads connect with more than
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose from
three packages beginning at
$269, $299 or $599 to share

Registry office your message in over 70
; Weekly Community News-
$16/sq ft, triple net papers. Contact THIS NEWS-
Call Kingsley @ Pf?lPI(EjR@today or eTaiI clas-
_a9r_ sifieds@awna.com for more
403-325-3500 information. Call 1-800-282-
Or Jayson @ 6903 or 780-434-8746 or visit

\__ 604-657-9044 WWW.awna.com.

REAL ESTATE

. 2021 ROYAL LEPAGE AWARD 'WINNER!

SHAUNA KENWORTHY

Serving
Strathmore
E O AECE]
for
¥ 25 Years!

.crA.as,.
m

403-803-4605

ﬁ - mal.umrl

NOTICES

grydges Soc ety
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

March 19,26 ¢ 5:30 pm

RSVP your attendance no later than
Monday, March 16, 2026
403-983-3640
coordinator@hopebridges.ca

Troy Tangedal

REVISED DATE

Quality Water. Western Legacy. Since 1894

Form3A

Irrigation Districts Act

(Section 12)

Notice of Public Meeting
Western Irrigation District

Change to the Expansion Limit

TAKE NOTICE that a public meeting will be held at Western
Irrigation District’s main office at A-1000 Pine Street, Strathmore,
Alberta, on the 13th day of March 2026, beginning at 10:00 o'clock
in the AM to discuss a proposed change to the expansion limit
of the Western Irrigation District from the existing limit of 110,000
acres to 140,000 acres.

Additional information regarding this proposed change is
available to the public at the office of the District.

Dated at Strathmore, Alberta, this 9th day of February 2026.

Chief Executive Officer
Western Irrigation District

@ Alberta’

211 ALBERTA

ab.211.ca
Call, Text, or Chat - 24/7

211 Alberta is a free, confidential service that connects
you to support for mental health, food and basic needs,
employment and more. No matter the challenge were here,
Province Wide, 24/7 in over 170 languages.

Call text or chat with a community resource specialist who
will listen, offer support and connect you with community,

government and social programs and services. /

DENTURES

I N . L .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

FIREWOOD

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Firewood sold in Bundles or Cords
1 Bundle $12, 3 or more $11 each

FREE Delivery in Strathmore A‘A

403-934-7645

BUSINESS OPP

ONE OF A KIND BUSINESS FOR
SALE. Owner-Operated/ High
Cash Flow/ Limited Workdays!
Serving rural AB, SK and BC.
1smalltownalberta.com.

NOTICES

¥ Service Canada
¥ Veterans Affairs

SERVICES

Scribbly: a whimsical, monthly
writing program mailed to your
home! Experience new levels
of writing skill & joy. Start-
ing at $57 Cdn. Members in
18 countries. www.kimduke-
writes.com/Scribbly.

FEED AND SEED

BARLEY — *NEW-AB Stand-
swell* Smooth AWN, High
Yielding, Grain and Forage
Great Lodging Resistance. 1st
NITROGEN USE EFFICIENT CE-
REAL IN CANADA.OTHER BAR-
LEY: Cerveza, CDC Austenson,
CDC Durango, CDC Maverick,
Esma, Sundre. WHEAT - Pin-
tail, Forage or Grain. OATS
— AC Juniper, AC Morgan, AC
Mustang, Derby, CDC SO1 Su-
per Oat. PEAS —Very Early Yel-
low Peas, Forage Peas. ALSO
AVAILABLE: Polish Canola &
Spring Triticale. Special pricing
on truckloads. www.mastin-
seeds.com; 403-556-2609.

Working F
Ing or"A/ '/

#% Canada Pension Plan

¥ Canada Revenue Agency
* Citizenship & Immigration
* Disability Pension Plan

& Employment Insurance

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL - FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616

Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca
www.jescoelectrical.ca

Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Al

FB Boersema & Partners Ltd.

Designers and Builders of Energy Efficient Homes

“Let us put YOUR thoughts on paper
and build it to your satisfaction.”

Certified I.C.F. Installers
403-651-4637 fbbp@efirehose.net

www.fbboersema.com

Serving the Foothills since ‘78.

BRO-TECH

PLUMBING . HEATING INC.

* Hotwater Tanks e Furnaces
* Renovations * Hydronic Heating
* Service Work * Gas Fitting

¢ New Construction
e Commercial
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

e Sewer Cleaning/
Sewer Camera

Like us on Facebook

f

GOVERNMENT

Contact /
Ay

Email: david.bexte@parl.gc.ca
Website: www.davidbextemp.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020

David Bexte, MP
Bow River

Check us out ONLINE!!
wwStrathmoreTimes com

$SS $6$
CASH FOR COINS

$SS $§6$

WANTED RovaL Canapian MINT coins,
FrankLIN MinT, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC,
COLLECTOR'S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD $, GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS,
BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS, STERLING SILVER

& ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPETCOP WS
403-981-6182 W

STRATHMORE'S
LEADER IN HOME
SERVICES!

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP

Kelly Camden

403.991.6192

kellycamden@hotmail.com

@\ Decked!|0ut’AB

General Contracting

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-393-7097

wes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.alldeckedoutab.ca

SEPTIC SERVICES

O
/ NEED SEPTIC?

AFTERTHEFLUSH.CA

F.B. BOERSEMA ACREAGE DEVELOPERS
Since 1978 403-651-4637

Email: fobp@efirehose.net
“Everything you need to turn raw land into your home”

.Easy CalvingAngus ¢
Hybrid Bulls for Heifers:

50 years’ experience raising only
easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.
« 85 red and black easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BW)

o Less than 1% assist rate in over 33,000 home-raised and commercial heifers
« Six month breeding soundness guarantee

An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!

Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229
CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com

www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

| PAY CASH!!

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS,
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS,
NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling
Silverware, plus anything made
of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,
and | can come to you!
| also purchase coin collections!

CaLL Tobp

780-304-7995
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Upcoming Council Meetings

March 4, 2026 | 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council
March 11,2026 | 6 p.m. Committee of the Whole
March 18,2026 | 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council

% Strathmore

Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you're welcome

at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call
Rural Relmaglned ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample

public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Notices coming out in February.
Property assessment notices.

On February 17, 2026, more than 6,400 annual
property assessment notices were mailed out,
signaling the start of the 2025 Customer Inquiry
Period, which wraps up in April.

The Customer Inquiry Period is an important time for
property owners to check, compare, and review their
assessment for accuracy, fairness, and equity.

When you receive your notice, there’s a few things
you should do.

«  Review the details on your assessment notice.

+  Check what makes up your property’s
assessment value and compare it with similar
properties in your neighbourhood using our
property search function, found at Strathmore.
caf/Assessment

«  Contact the Town's assessor, Wildrose
Assessment Services, for one-on-one support by
calling 403-343-3357. Their property assessment
experts can answer most assessment related
questions with no formal complaint fees
required. To help address concerns, please have
your latest assessment notice in front of you
with the account number and validation group
information ready.

- If you disagree with your property’s assessment,
you can file a formal appeal with the
Assessment Review Board by the deadline
stated on your latest property assessment
notice. You can find information on this process
at Strathmore.ca/Assessment

Bored? We can fix that.
Join a board.

Boards and committees have always played an
important role in our community. If you're looking
for a way to make an impact, this is your chance

to get involved. The Town is currently accepting
applications for the following boards or committees.

+ Assessment Review Board - 1 position open.
+  Family and Community Support Services
Advisory Board - 2 positions open.

For questions about Volunteer Boards and
Committees, please email LSAdmin@strathmore.
ca or call 403-934-3133.

How will you get active?
Heart Month in Strathmore.

In Strathmore, building a healthy community means
supporting residents in living active lives at every
stage. Heart Month is a great opportunity to do just
that.

Join us for the fourth annual Heart Month Challenge
and make moving a priority this February. Here's
what to do:

»  Walk or swim as much as you can throughout
the month.

« Track your distance with us.
« Beatlast year's distance of 3,227.29 km

Learn more about how to get active with the
Strathmore recreation team at Strathmore.ca/
StrathmoreHeartMonth.

Every donation matters.
Fourth Annual Food Drive.

Over the past three years, this community has
broken it's own record for amount of food donated
to the Wheatland Food Bank. In 2023, residents
donated 4,667 pounds of food. The total grew to
4,735 pounds in 2024, and in 2025, the drive collected
an impressive 5,456.15 pounds of food.

Let’'s break the record for a fourth time.

The Strathmore Fire Department, joined by members

fromm RCMP, FCSS, Operations, Wheatland EMS, and Whenever you can, shop local.

Municipal Enforcement, will be taking part in our It might sound cliché, but it really
annual food drive for Wheatland Food Bank. matters.

This year's food drive runs from February 26th to &

March 6th. Volunteers will be dropping bags off at > Strathmore

select neighborhoods on February 26th, and will
return to collect filled bags on March 6th.

If you didn't get a bag but want to contribute, give
the Strathmore Fire Department a call at 403-934-
3022. items can also be dropped off at the Firehall
any day between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Good food, great food.
Get the Good Food Box.

The Good Food Box is a non-profit organization
offering access to quality produce while ensuring
variety, freshness and affordability. This program is
accessible for everyone regardless of income level.
For more info, visit Strathmore.ca/GoodFoodBox

Join our team.
Career opportunities available.

Are you looking for a rewarding career in a vibrant
community? The Town of Strathmore is hiring! We
have a variety of positions available across different
departments.

«  Casual Building Services Worker
«  Contract Group Fitness Instructor
«  Facility Operator

- Lead Facility Operator (Arena)

Bored? ]Oin a board. » RCMP Detachment Municipal Employee

Multiple positions available.

Supervisor

Check out Strathmore.ca/Careers for more
information about current opportunities and

Visit Strathmore.ca/BoardsandCommittees for more information. discover your bright future with the Town of

Strathmore.





