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Strathmore Denture Clinic StrathmoreDenture

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228
www.strathmoredentureclinic.com
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JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore and District Agricultural So-
ciety announced, Feb. 15, its campaign to raise 
funds for the construction of a Western Events 
and Cultural Centre in Wheatland County. 

An announcement event was hosted at the 
Strathmore Golf Club, with members of local gov-
ernments, the community, and stakeholders invit-
ed to learn about the ambitions for the project. 

Ryan Schmidt, CEO of the Strathmore and Dis-
trict Agricultural Society, said his team was excit-
ed to show off their progress so far of the facility 
design, and talk about its future benefit to the 
region.

“We have been working on this for almost five 
years now, so to finally get to the point where we 
have got everything lined up that we can go out 
and raise the capital for it is a huge achievement,” 
he said. “Obviously this year ahead, raising the 
capital, there is a lot of hard work to be done 
there, but we feel confident that we can make 
this happen.”

The Strathmore and District Agricultural Socie-
ty is aiming to have a total of $20 million raised 
by the conclusion of 2024 in order to finance the 
construction of the facility.

Schmidt explained the facility will serve to pro-
vide a space within Wheatland County for year-
round event hosting, be it from rodeo sporting 
events to powwows to concerts – something that 
is currently lacking at the outdoor Ag Society 
grounds in Strathmore. 

“The facility (will) bring so much to the re-
gion, and it is not just an argument about hav-
ing a space for western events or for cultural 
and performing arts activities,” he said. “This is 
about creating an economic development hub in 
Strathmore, (and) a place to attract tourism as the 
gateway to the Canadian Badlands.”

The greater facility aims to feature ameni-
ties that are rare commodities amongst western 
events venues. This includes a 37,900 square 
foot horse hotel, 5,500 square foot multi-use and 
roughstock arena, and 150 electrified RV and 
camper stalls. 

In addition to being an events venue, the fa-
cility also intends to serve as a practical space 
for hosting rodeo and ranching schools for future 
generations to learn about sports and industries. 

Continued on Page 4
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Golden tournament
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Astokomii Smith performs a dance during the Kakato’si Kristian Ayoungman Foundation 
announcement, Feb. 16. The foundation will be spearheading the second annual Lead By 
Example powwow in June, and hosted their sponsors as a way to announce the formation 
of the foundation, as well as to thank them for their support. See Page 6 for more coverage.
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Shasta Seniors Living presents long-term 
care facility update to county
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

On Tuesday, Feb. 13, Doug Murphy, president 
and CEO of Shasta Seniors Living, presented to 
the Wheatland County Public Presentation Com-
mittee. 

The purpose of the presentation was to provide 
an update on and answer questions regarding the 
seniors’ care community building proposed to see 
construction in Strathmore. 

“We have had a lot of questions about the pro-
ject, a lot of misinformation, and we just wanted 
a forum to talk about what we are doing, what 
we have done to get here and how we see oursel-
ves going forward,” said Murphy. “We are doing 
similar things (to the Hospice Society) but in a 
different way. It is good to clarify the difference 
between what the lodge is and what our care buil-
ding is because they are completely separate peo-
ple who will live there.”

The timing of presenting before the county now 
was intentional, as Shasta Seniors Living will soon 
be starting on the geotechnical and environmental 
evaluations necessary prior to construction of the 
facility beginning. 

In October 2020, Shasta Seniors Living Society 
responded to a request for expression of interest 
and qualifications from Alberta Health Services for 
the provision of supportive living, long-term care 
and hospice spaces in a host of locations across 
Alberta, one of which being in Strathmore. 

Shasta received a signed commitment letter for 

funding 54 long-term care spaces, 18 supportive 
living level four spaces, 18 supportive living me-
mory care spaces, and six hospice spaces with Al-
berta Health Services in October 2023. These will 
be fully funded by Alberta Health Services, with 
accommodation rates set by Aberta Health. 

Approval has been granted for Shasta to pur-
chase 3.25 acres of the Strathmore Health Centre 
land. Land investigation, appraisal, subdivision, 
and sale is anticipated to be finalized in June. 

“We have had a number of meetings with the 
Town of Strathmore, all generally positive. Our 
interactions with the planning and development 
department have been exceptional; they are very 
knowledgeable, very responsive, and we are 
going to enjoy working with them very much,” 
said Murphy. 

Despite serving a similar purpose to the facility 
which the Wheatland and Area Hospice Society 
aims to construct in Strathmore, Murphy added he 
does not anticipate adverse or hostile competition 
with them.

Plans for the project propose a three storey, 
87,520 square foot facility, including an 8,000 
square foot hospice. 

The anticipated cost of the facility is current-
ly estimated at approximately $36.5 million, and 
aims to see a construction period of two years, 
opening in early 2026. 

The Strathmore facility will be the fifth such de-
velopment of this nature completed by Shasta in 
Alberta, with other locations located in Edmonton, 
Medicine Hat, and Airdrie.

Chantelle 
de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore

403-962-0126
129 2nd Avenue
Strathmore, AB  T1P1K1

Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Everyone
    Invited!

SACRED HEART CHURCH
CONSTRUCTION SITE

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

(11:00AM)

SACRED HEART CHURCH
CONSTRUCTION SITE

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25

(11:00AM)
221 - 4TH AVENUE, STRATHMORE

SAVE THE DATE! 
Join us immediately after morning Mass (11:00am)

for a Guided Interior Tour of our Church Building,
and see the EXCITING progress made to date!

Hot Chocolate and Cookies will be served.

SACREDHC.CA

24023pp0

Striking gold at homeStriking gold at home
The Strathmore Spartans senior boys and girls basketball teams hosted 
their annual tournament Feb. 16-17. Both teams captured the gold medal in 
their respective divisions, as the Lady Spartans defeated École H. J. Cody 
High School 80-45 in the final, while the boys beat Fort McMurray’s Holy 
Trinity 87-71.

Joe Lepage Photos
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Vault Cultural Collective 
hosts Kyle Brittain to speak 
about high-impact weather
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Kyle Brittain, a freelance video journalist and 
storm chaser, gave a presentation at The Vault Cul-
tural Collective, Feb. 16, about his adventures, and 
extreme weather events across Canada.

His presentation marked his first time in Stra-
thmore, attending at the request of The Vault to 
come out. 

“It is quite a niche career … I work professi-
onally in weather and have for six years now. I 
basically just take my meteorological knowledge, 
experience as a storm chaser and former wildland 
fire fighter to get out there and document high im-
pact weather,” said Brittain. “I want to be able to 
try and inform the public, as well as to try to help 
keep them prepared for intense weather events.”

Brittain explained his work largely consists of 
capturing footage of weather events as they occur, 
reporting on what is happening in the atmosphe-
re, and attempting to forecast how the weather 
events will develop. 

He added weather has been effectively a life-
long passion, which is what eventually lead him 
to the career choice. 

“It sort of came naturally as a result of liking 
weather, so I decided to start chasing storms. I 

thought it would be cool to work as a firefighter 
for a few years, and then they started to come 
together,” he said. “You start to realize how much 
you love to witness, observe, and document these 
sorts of displays of nature and I think it is a matter 
of falling into place over time.”

Brittain said he hosts similar presentations at li-
braries and schools in a variety of capacities. For 
audiences, he explained they are often interested 
because it is uncommon to have access to first 
person, on the ground accounts of extreme natu-
ral events. 

An understanding of meteorology and atmosp-
heric science aids in the profession and his ability 
to effectively be in the right place at the right time 
to witness weather events. 

“I love it. That is why I do it. I like to share those 
experiences with others who will not be going out 
there and documenting that, or seeing that up clo-
se,” he said. “I think it is important to educate the 
public as well about these type of severe weather 
events, especially here in Alberta where we are no 
strangers to high-impact weather.”

Photography, he added, is another aspect of his 
career he said came about by happenstance, follo-
wing a train of thought that if he was going to tra-
vel to document high impact weather, it would be 
a good idea to learn how to capture still images.

Premier Smith to attend 
Surface Rights Society AGM
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Wheatland and Area Surface Rights Society 
will be hosting Alberta Premier Danielle Smith at 
their Annual General Meeting (AGM), March 5, be-
ginning at 9 a.m. at the Standard Hall.

“Our March AGM, (the way) we planned it, 
we had a meeting in November in Calgary with 
Premier Smith and a number of ministers, and a 
couple of MLAs. It was a really good opportunity 
to have a chat with a group of our government 
officials,” said Spencer Hilton, chairman of the 
Wheatland and Area Surface Rights Society. “We 
were specifically talking about service rights, and 
I think specifically what is of concern to us right 
now is … oil and gas operators in this area wan-
ting to cut back on their surface leases.”

During the AGM meeting, Hilton said the topic 
of surface rights and leases to farmers will be dis-
cussed at length. 

He added he is excited that Smith has indicated 
to the Surface Rights Society that she is in support 
of their dilemma. 

“We are very fortunate, I think, to have a Pre-
mier who … is a landowner advocate. We are very 
fortunate that we have the leader of our province 
who has that background and that understanding,” 
he said. “Obviously, it is going to take some really 
good communication and some hard work, but 

we feel that there is an opportunity here where 
we can possibly sit down with energy companies 
… and to sit down with the government … and 
try to figure out what we can do to go forward.”

Ongoing concerns regarding surface rights, as 
Hilton described, are between oil and gas entities 
leasing land from farmers to extract material from 
the ground, and the farmers who own lands being 
operated on. 

These disputes are largely in regards to com-
pensation to the farmers for use of their lands, 
given the invasive nature of crude extraction, as 
well as the loss of farmable land due to the pre-
sence of extraction equipment.

“Typically, you renegotiate (every cycle) just 
like as if you’re leasing (to) somebody or you’re 
renting somebody’s house or typically you would 
anticipate that there would probably be an in-
crease because nothing ever seems to go down,” 
said Hilton. “Landowners from all the people who 
we have talked to and all the experiences that 
we have had … almost completely have been ex-
cellent to their tenants … the farmers, what they 
have said is they have not asked for an increase 
(in compensation) over two to three cycles. And if 
a cycle is five years, that is 10 to 15 years.”

Hilton added as negotiations are ongoing, there 
is not yet a clear resolution date, nor conditions 
that have been set for resolving the dispute.

about

to
Recycle?Ways
Thinking

We are too 
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this newspaper

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association – recognizing the e�orts of community newspapers

The process in recycling 
takes a newspaper full circle, 

right back to newsprint 
ready to be printed again.
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SUDOKU

Thought for Thought for 
the Weekthe Week

~  ~  
Could it be that Could it be that 
those who forget those who forget 

history are history are 
condemned to repeat condemned to repeat 
the mistakes of the the mistakes of the 
past, and knowing past, and knowing 
our history gives us our history gives us 
the opportunity to the opportunity to 
make entirely new make entirely new 

mistakes?mistakes?

The Alberta 55 Plus host-
ed the Sturling Provin-
cial Championship at the 
Strathmore Curling Club 
Feb. 16-18. Local players 
Josh Binns and Jim Adair 
won silver, while Gus Cam-
mer and Fred Swedes took 
fourth place. Other local 
teams who competed were 
Ed Beaudin and Dick Frayn, 
along with Maryanne Pinch-
beck and Arlene Wahl, who 
stepped in when a team 
couldn’t attend.

Joe Lepage Photos

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright

Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Youth Pastor: Rev. Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 10:30 am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY 
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Fully resumed in-person services

www.rccgstrathmore.com

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
Holy Cross Collegiate School Gym 

709B - 2nd Street, Strathmore
403-934-2641

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

www.sacredhc.ca

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens

403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Pastor: Dave Mackie

Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm

Come join us for a spirit-filled time 
of worship

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland • 403-991-6143

Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
ANGLICAN

 Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 587-727-0649

Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm

strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Heidi Wiebe
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am

Services posted on-line at:
www.smoreuc.com

     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
 W/C accessible

ARISE, SHINE
It’s only a few weeks after 
the winter solstice, when the 
darkness of night was at its 
longest. But even now we 
can observe that the light of 
the day is slowly getting just 
a little longer. The metaphor 
of the light shining into a dark 
world has been part of the 
readings from Isaiah that have 
been a feature of the season 
leading up to and beyond 
Christmas. Readings like: 
“The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great 
light.”  and “Arise, shine; 
for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord 
has risen upon you.”  And 
the season after Christmas, 
called Epiphany, is particularly 
focused on the ways in which 
the glory of God was revealed 
in various aspects of Jesus’ 
life, the ways in which Jesus, 
as the light of God, entered 
into a dark world.
Ultimately, the intent of these 
Gospel scriptures is not just 
to provide historical accounts 
of the miraculous aspects 
of Jesus’ life. Rather it is to 
encourage Jesus’ followers 

to take up the task of shining 
like lights in the world. Indeed, 
the scriptures we read in 
this season of Epiphany act 
as preparation for Jesus’ 
admonition to his followers 
that “You are the light of the 
world. So let your light shine 
before others so that they 
may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” 
The glory of the Lord does 
not blaze into the world in 
one massive burst. Rather 
it comes little by little, like 
the way the light gets a 
little longer each day, until it 
eventually dominates, and 
we get up in the light and 
go to bed in the light. As the 
followers of Jesus reflect his 
own glory and image to the 
surrounding world, the world 
becomes just a little less dark 
and a bit more light, until the 
glory of Lord is all the light the 
world needs.
So, arise, shine; for your light 
has come, and the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon you.
Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Hospice Society provides update to County PPC
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Joni McNeely, president of the Wheatland and Area Hos-
pice Society, presented to the Wheatland County Public Pre-
sentation Committee, Feb. 13, regarding the progress of their 
ongoing build project.

The facility, which will be developed in partnership with 
the Wheatland Housing Management Body, aims to see con-
struction in Strathmore, which will provide both a rural hos-
pice and a congregate living space for seniors no longer able 
to live independently.

“Today was our first of many visits to councils to express 
to them our progress in the Hospice Society’s build project,” 
she said. “It is very exciting because we have raised a total 

of $4.1 million, so we are almost at the point where we are 
able to pay for our part of the building. The next phase of 
our fundraising will specifically address furniture, fixtures, 
and equipment in the hospice.”

The objective of the Feb. 13 presentation before the com-
mittee was to inform council of the Hospice Society’s pro-
gress on their capital build, as well as to address the antici-
pated operating costs of the facility. 

McNeely explained the Hospice Society is looking towards 
Alberta Health and their new restructuring into continuing 
care to aid in their operations, as well as to create other ave-
nues for financing staffing costs. 

Anticipated costs to see the facility constructed are ap-
proximately $53 million. Of this, 12 per cent will be paid for 
as capital down by the Hospice Society over 50 years. The 
remainder of the budget will be provided upfront through 
provincial and federal loans and grants. 

“In the past, there have been four or five different models 
of operational funding for different hospices across the pro-
vince, so rather than feeling sorry for ourselves, we are very 
excited because there are so many choices available,” said 

Ag Society launches 
ambitious capital 
campaign
Continued from Page 1

“Facilities like this … that can attract 
large events are very few and far be-
tween, so we are talking about people 
coming from all over Canada, even the 
United States and around the world, to 
come and compete at this facility,” said 
Schmidt. 

The goal is to see shovels in the 
ground and construction to begin in ear-
ly 2025, and to see the facility officially 
opened in late 2026. 

More information about the project 
is available through the Strathmore and 
District Agricultural Society.

The Strathmore and District Agricultural Society 
officially announced their capital campaign to 
finance the western events center intended for 
construction in Wheatland County. Local digni-
taries, sponsors and members of the public were 
invited to the announcement, Feb. 15 to learn 
more about the project. John Watson Photo

McNeely. “I will be presenting to all the 
town councils, as well as all the Lions 
Clubs, and then finally, once the Snow-
birds come back, we are hoping to 
present to the communities to let them 
know where we are in our progress.”

McNeely added the Hospice Society 
is precisely on target as far as where 
they intended to be regarding financing 
and project development at this time. 

At this stage, the Hospice Society is 
waiting only on the resolution of grant 
application funding, which, following 
a delay, should be released within the 
next month. That will catapult the pro-
ject to its final phase of mortgage ap-
plication funding through the Canadian 
Housing Mortgage Corporation. 

McNeely did not specify when exact-
ly the Hospice Society aims to have 
shovels in the ground, though once 
started, the build is anticipated to take 
place over 20 to 24 months.

Great hostsGreat hosts
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403.901.0440
115 2 AVE Strathmore

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

The gut microbiome is made up of tril-
lions of bacteria, fungi and other microbes.  
They play an important part in your health 
by helping control digestion, metabolism, 
appetite, blood glucose and benefits your 
immune system. You can bolster your gut 
biome by adding fermented foods to your 
diet. like kefir, kombucha and unpasteurized 
sauerkraut.
If you are traveling this year, become fa-

miliar with any diseases that might occur 
at your destination.  Look into what im-
munization needs are required….typhoid, 
influenza, malaria, COVID-19, and hepa-
titis vaccines…based on the requirements 
of each country.  Plan early because some 
vaccines may require multiple doses.
Here’s another “association is not 

causation” situation.  A large study of adults 
with Restless Legs Syndrome (RLS) sug-
gested the disorder could be a risk factor for 
dementia. They found that those with RLS 
were significantly more likely to develop 
dementia over ten years compared to those 
without RLS.  It’s the symptoms of RLS….
poor sleep, depression, anxiety, poor diet 
and low oxygen levels….which are also risk 
factors for dementia. This information could 
allow for earlier diagnosis of dementia.
Do you like really hot, spicy foods?  There 

is some evidence that these foods stimulate 
endorphins in the brain.  These are brain 
chemicals that are responsible for a sense of 
pleasure and what avid runners experience 
when they feel that runner’s high. 

Sacred Heart Church 
hosted Mardi Gras at 
Holy Cross Collegiate 
on Feb. 13. Free pan-
cakes, sausages and 
refreshments were 
offered to celebrate 
the night before Ash 
Wednesday. Tradi-
tional pinatas were 
also supplied for chil-
dren to crack open. 
John Watson Photos

Sacred Heart Church 
celebrates Mardi Gras
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The night before Ash Wednesday, which marked the begin-
ning of Lent for the Catholic faith, the Sacred Heart Church 
hosted a pancake dinner at Holy Cross Collegiate to celebra-
te Mardi Gras. 

“It is a day characterized by the fact that we take ash from 
the burned palm branches that we used at a previous cele-
bration earlier in the year and we put those ashes on our 
head in the shape of a cross as a sign of our devotion to 
Christ,” said Father Cristino Bouvette of Sacred Heart Church. 

“It is also a symbol to us that we are sinners and that we 
are in need of repentance. These 40 days of Lent are how we 
mark that period of time that we are trying to undergo some 
conversion and repentance.”

Mardi Gras, from French, translates to “Fat Tuesday,” and 
refers to the idea of needing to get rid of stored meat and 
lard and fasting from those for 40 days. 

Members of the parish also invited friends and peers from 
outside the church to also participate in the celebration, 
which featured activities for the kids, traditional pinatas, and 
a speech given by Bouvette. 

“In the Catholic culture, the idea behind fasting is that by 
depriving ourself of something that is good in itself … we 
are showing a sign of sacrifice … that is motivated by an 
awareness of our sin,” said Bouvette. “Because we know we 
are sinners, and because we are in need of God’s mercy, by 
performing voluntarily this act of sacrifice, we are trying to 
enliven within ourselves a spirit of repentance and conver-
sion.”

The conclusion of Lent comes with the celebration of Eas-
ter, at which point in the Catholic lore, is the time of Jesus 
Christ being resurrected from the dead. 

Bouvette added hosting pancake breakfasts and similar 
events is nothing strange to the Sacred Heart Church parish, 
though this is the first occasion celebrating Mardi Gras in 
this fashion. 

The goal, however, would be to see Mardi Gras celebra-
ted annually in a similar fashion. Going forward, the Sacred 

Heart Church will have the capacity to do so out of their own 
church building. 

“I get the sense that this will be probably something every-
one will look forward to doing on an annual basis,” said 
Bouvette. “Ash Wednesday moves every year because the 
date of Easter is not consistent, but (it) is always the night 
before Ash Wednesday. It doesn’t matter what day it falls, 
there will always be a Mardi Gras.”

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Call 888-411-0205 
to schedule your free quote!

Receive a free 5-year warranty with  
qualifying purchase*  - valued at $535.
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Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4           
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference. 

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person. 

March 5: Council Meeting
March 12: Municipal Planning Commission

March 28: Committee of the Whole
To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted. 

Agenda packages can be found on our website.

2024 Wheatland Wind Community Benefit Grant
The application period for the 2024 Wheatland Wind Community 
Benefit Grant is now open! 

The Community Benefit Grant is available to groups such as 
local registered charities, not-for-profit societies, organizations, 
associations, and schools.

Grant applications for up to $10,000 are being accepted until 
March 1, 2024. 

For more information, visit our website and 
APPLY TODAY! 

https://wheatlandcounty.ca/community-funding-opportunities/

Wheatland County Business Directory

Have you heard? Wheatland County now has an expansive 
online business directory! 

If your business, regardless of size, is based within 
Wheatland County, don’t miss out - explore our 
new investwc.ca website and join today!

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Melodie Ayoungman, who spearheaded the creation of the 
Lead By Example powwow in 2023, announced alongside a 
board of directors, the creation of the Kakato’si Kristian Ay-
oungman Foundation. 

The announcement of the organization, which boasts sup-
port from the Town of Strathmore and Siksika Nation, was 
made Feb. 16, at the Strathmore Civic Centre. 

“Our family thought long and hard about continuing for-
ward with the Lead By Example powwow. With so many 
people approaching our family from Strathmore, our com-
munity, and from all directions, we decided we need to do 
this. This is important,” said Ayoungman. “We need to change 
the face of racism and bring our communities together in a 
positive light and continue on this path because it was such 
a huge success.”

Kristian Ayoungman, to whom the foundation and pow-
wow are dedicated, lost his life after being shot in 2019 fol-
lowing a dispute over cigarettes. 

Four years following his death, the first annual Lead By 
Example powwow took place at the Strathmore Motor Pro-
ducts Sports Centre, with over 2,000 people attending from 
across Canada and the United States. 

Moving forward, the second annual Lead By Example pow-
wow is scheduled to be hosted in June at the Strathmore and 

District Agricultural Society grounds in order to expand its 
operational capacity.

“So many people had wanted to come last year and we 
were sold out,” said Ayoungman. “The building capacity limi-
ted the amount of people who could come, so I said we need 
a bigger location and this way, everyone can come.” 

In addition to the competitive powwow dances, the event 
will also feature an Indian Relay, and use of the entertain-
ment stage over the course of three days. 

Prior to the start of the powwow, the Kakato’si Kristian 
Ayoungman Foundation will be doing cultural sharing with 
surrounding local schools. Ayoungman said the invitation 
has been extended to Golden Hills School Division, and to 
all the Siksika Nation schools to bring students out to learn 
about First Nations history. 

“Here is an opportunity for people to learn a little bit more 
about First Nations culture, the Blackfoots who are right be-
side them, (and) our Siksika community,” she said. “We want 
to make it fun and exciting and this is something that has 
been a long time needed and we are looking forward to 
bringing our communities together because of Kristian and 
his legacy and how he lived his life.”

During the announcement of the Kakato’si Kristian Ay-
oungman Foundation, plaques were handed out to the spon-
sors as a way to thank them for their contributions.

The Lead By Example Powwow is scheduled to take place 
June 6-9. 

Kakato’si Kristian Ayoungman 
Foundation announced

The Kakato’si Kristian Ayoungman Foundation 
announced their formation, as well as hosted 
their sponsors as a thanks for their support, Feb. 
16, at the Strathmore Civic Centre. The founda-
tion will be the keystone organization spearhead-
ing the continuation of the annual Lead By Ex-
ample Powwow John Watson Photos
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GAME DAY:
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2024, 7:00PM 

GIVEAWAYGIVEAWAY

WINTERFESTWINTERFEST
SATURDAY, MARCH 2ND, 2024, 3–6:30 PM

ATTEND THE EVENT FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

24024ds1

Intro Intro 
gamegame
Strathmore Mi-
nor Hockey As-
sociation hosted 
a game for the 
Intro to Hockey 
program when 
they welcomed 
Drumheller for an 
exhibition game 
on Feb. 16 at the 
Strathmore Fam-
ily Centre.

Joe Lepage 
Photos

Braves strike oilBraves strike oil
The Wheatland Braves used an eight-goal second period to 
blitz the Okotoks Oilers 15-0 on Feb. 17 at the Strathmore 
Family Centre. The local U13AA team will now host the Airdrie 
Lightning on Feb. 24 (7:30 p.m.) at the Hussar Arena before 
the rubber match the following day in Airdrie. 

Joe Lepage Photos

The Gordon Family is pleased and excited to announce our 
retirement from the Strathmore Dairy Queen on March 1 2024.

Upon reflection, we have a great deal of pride and fond memories of 
all the staff that we have had over the past 32 years. It was an honor to 

see them grow up and move onto their own careers and have their own 
families. We have been lucky enough to have some second generation 
staff the past few years come though our doors. It was great getting to 

know them and making some new memories with them as well. 
We would like to say thank you to our current staff, some who have been 

with us for many years, and we wish them all the best in the future. 
We proudly built this location at the end of 1991, and opened 

March 9,1992. We will always be grateful for the loyal support, patronage 
and community spirit that was brought into our store every day and 

will not be forgotten. We have some great memories of all of our valued 
customers that we have had the pleasure to know over the 

many years, some we knew as toddlers, to teenagers and 
now adults with their own families. We will definitely 

miss seeing all of your friendly faces in the store.
 We would also like to say thank you to the many 
trades and businesses who have helped keep us 

running throughout the years. 
We are delighted to hand the store over to 
another long time Dairy Queen family, the 

Picton/Anaka Group. 
We wish them all of the best with as many 

years of success and happiness that this store 
has brought to us and our family. 

Sheila Gordon, the late Monte Gordon, 
Don Gordon, Rhonda Powell & Family 
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MPMARTIN SHIELDS
BOW RIVER

Happy

Day

@MARTINBOWRIVER

@MARTINSHIELDSBOWRIVER

@MARTINSHIELDS_BOWRIVER
MARTIN.SHIELDS@PARL.GC.CA
WWW.MARTINSHIELDSBOWRIVER.CA

Great Great 
hostshosts

The Strathmore Minor 
Hockey Association 

hosted their U7/U9 
tournament Feb. 18-19 at 

the Strathmore Family Centre 
and Standard Arena. The 

tournament featured three 
local U7 teams, five local 
U9 teams and a U9 team 

from Standard.

Joe Lepage Photos

Storm Storm U9B WhiteU9B WhiteU7 Blue GorrilasU7 Blue Gorrilas

U7 Blue GorrilasU7 Blue Gorrilas

U7 Blue SharksU7 Blue SharksU7 Blue SharksU7 Blue Sharks

Storm Storm U9AU9A

Storm Storm U9B BlackU9B Black

Storm Storm U9B BlackU9B Black

Storm Storm U9AU9A

Storm Storm U9B WhiteU9B White

Storm Storm U9CU9C

Storm Storm U9CU9C

U9 Standard CoyotesU9 Standard Coyotes

U9 Standard CoyotesU9 Standard Coyotes

U9 U9 Wheatland WranglersWheatland Wranglers

U9 U9 Wheatland WranglersWheatland Wranglers

U7 U7 Wheatland WranglersWheatland Wranglers

U7 U7 Wheatland WranglersWheatland Wranglers
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Kings fail to make post season
MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

Despite finishing the regular season with a re-
cord of over .500, the Wheatland Kings failed to 
make the postseason for the first time in franchise 
history. 

In a battle with the High River Flyers for the fi-
nal playoff spot, the local Junior B team controlled 
their own destiny after an 8-4 win on Jan. 26 in 
High River. 

However, since that pivotal game, the Kings 
went 2-2-1 the rest of the season, which included 
a crushing 6-2 loss to the Flyers on home ice on 
Feb. 3.

Meanwhile, the Flyers soared after their Jan. 26 
loss, closing out the season with a 7-0 record, fi-
nishing the season with 43 points, and locking the 
final playoff spot in the very tough South Division. 

The Kings, who posted an 18-17-3 record, finis-
hed in last place in the division.

“We just let it slip away from us – it’s kind of a 
disappointing end for sure because we really felt 
we had a contender of a team,” said head coach 
Doug Raycroft. “You gotta give your hats off to 
High River – they got on a run at the right time 
and got really good goaltending at the end of the 
year. They’re a solid team and any team in the 
South can beat any other team in the South (on 
any given night).”

To show the discrepancy between the North and 

South Divisions, the Kings finished one point less 
than Mountainview, the second-place team in the 
North Division, who earned a first-round bye to 
start the post season.

The Kings, who were already eliminated from 
the playoffs, closed out their regular season with 
a 6-5 overtime road loss to Red Deer on Feb. 17. It 
also marked the final junior game for three over-
age players; Kage Yellowfly, Ethan Van Egmond, 
and Cole Walker. All three players will leave a void 
on the team going forward.

Yellowfly finished the season with 13 goals and 
15 assists for 28 points in 30 games, while Van Eg-
mond closed out the season with eight goals and 
eight assists in 33 games.

Walker, a stable all-round player, finished the 
season with four goals and nine assists in 36 
games.

“Individually, they are all different,” said Ray-
croft. “Kage Yellowfly is one of the top players in 
the league … he’s a goal scorer, a penalty killer 
and an all-round good defender too.

“Cole Walker was a guy we played on defence 
and was in and out of the lineup last year, but we 
moved him to forward this year and he was just a 
solid player for us.

“Ethan was a solid contributor for us … he sco-
red some goals, has a great shot and (was) a good 
leader in the dressing room.

“We’re going to miss all three of those guys for 
sure.”

$250 OFF ALL TOURS
TM

12 DAYS: DEPARTURES 
YEAR ROUND

12 DAYS: MAY-SEPT 2024 
DEPARTURES

Starting at $2949 $2699 USD Starting at $2149 $1899 USD

Best of Hawaii
Grand Alaskan 
Cruise & Tour

Our popular Four Island Hawaii 
vacation package allows you to expe-
rience the best of the Aloha state.

Rugged, remote, and beautiful, the 
wilds of Alaska come alive on this 
guided tour of the Frontier State. 

Price per person based on double occupancy plus $299 tax service/gov’t fees. Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. 
Add-on airfare with transfers available from most major gateways. Call for details.

USE PROMO CODE: YMT2024

1-866-949-4326
8AM-8PM EST MON-FRI

Library hosts 
assorted activities 
for reading week
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Municipal Library hosted a variety of ac-
tivities geared towards students during the annual Reading 
Week.

The timing of Reading Week also coincided with Freedom 
to Read Week, which encouraged library patrons to check 
out banned and challenged books, aiming to promote dis-
cussion and access to information.

“We are doing a kind of passive program called Get Caught 
Reading a Banned Book, and that is just a fun (incentive) to 
come in and brag that you were reading one of these banned 
books,” said Laura Henderson, public services manager with 
the Strathmore Municipal Library. “That is also the focus of 
the event on Friday (Feb. 23) as well. It will focus on that 
freedom to read idea and access to information.”

Feb. 20, being the first day of scheduled programming af-
ter the library closed for Family Day, featured an activity to 
create a mixed media art piece, as well as to write a story to 
pair with it. 

On Wednesday, Feb. 21, students and attendees were given 
an intro to Dungeons and Dragons, and Magic the Gathering. 
The event aimed to introduce students to the games, hosted 
by veteran local players. 

“What we love about those adventure games is their basis 
in literacy. We had a couple of local dads in the community 
doing an intro to Magic and D&D … definitely those games 
are geared towards ages nine and older … but we wanted to 
give kids an opportunity to explore those games with no ex-
pectations,” said Henderson. “Some of it is just going into a 
more organized Magic the Gathering event (which) is great, 
but maybe if you are young, you do not have a chance to just 
look at the cards and the game without playing it. This is just 
going to give (kids) an opportunity to listen and see and ask 
questions and have no expectations whatsoever.”

Objectively, the library’s programming through the week 
took on a theme of storytelling and engaging students in 
several different exercises related to that idea. 

Henderson added the library aimed to be able to both of-
fer activities that the community would be familiar with, as 
well as to take an opportunity to introduce patrons to new 
things. 

“These are also activities that we wanted to put together 
in hopes of attracting like-minded people so that they can 
create relationships with others at these events and possibly 
take it somewhere else,” she said. 

At the conclusion of the week, on Feb. 24, the Library lau-
nched its new teen book club, Book Dragons, which aims 
to increase teen programming, as well as to create an en-
vironment to encourage like-minded readers to meet. The 
first book being engaged with by the club is Daughter of 
the Deep, by Rick Riordan. The club aims to meet every two 
weeks for interested teens.

Wheatland Kings assistant coach Derek Riley (l) and head coach Doug Raycroft (r) posed with overage players Ethan Van Egmond 
(l-r), Cole Walker and Kage Yellowfly after the team’s final game of the season on Feb. 17 in Red Deer.

Photo Courtesy of Cody Holdaway 

Supporting Supporting 
veteransveterans
Melanie (l-r) and Lindsay Rohl, the 
owners of Tim Hortons – Shell loca-
tion, were recognized by Kevin Ar-
mitage for their support of the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch No. 10. The 
local Tim Hortons supplies coffee 
and muffins for the Legion’s “Buddy 
Check” – a coffee and comradeship 
program operating the second and 
fourth Saturday of each month in Vet-
erans Hall. Veterans gather for friend-
ship and support among members 
and non-members of the Legion.

Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Franssen

Carbon tax making life harder
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Last week, the federal government announced 
that it is rebranding the carbon tax to the “Canada 
Carbon Rebate” with an increase set once again on 
April 1, 2024. For five years, the carbon tax has 
been making life harder and more expensive for 
Albertans and Canadians, essentially increasing the 
cost of everything. In 2023, the Parliamentary Bud-
get Officer determined that many Canadian families 
are paying more in carbon tax costs than they are 
getting back in rebates. Recent polling from Angus 
Reid highlighted that only 15 per cent of Canadians 
support the continuation of the carbon tax, with 
42 per cent of Canadians “strongly opposed” to it. 
A further 17 per cent of Canadians, meanwhile, 
agreed the carbon tax should be cut for at least the 
next three years. As the carbon tax and the cost of 
living continue to weigh on the minds of Albertans, 
our government will continue advocating to keep 
life affordable and taxes low for all Albertans.  

The President of the Treasury Board and Minis-

ter of Finance Nate Horner provided an update 
recently on a potential Alberta Pension Plan and 
stated that “throughout the first phase of engage-
ment sessions, our government has heard loud and 
clear that Albertans want more information on the 
assets Alberta would be entitled to if the province 
withdrew from the Canada Pension Plan. Late last 
year, the federal government committed to asking 
the chief actuary of Canada to provide an opinion 
on Alberta’s share of CPP assets based on an inter-
pretation of CPP legislation. Alberta’s government 
has been informed that the chief actuary will lau-
nch a panel to interpret the asset transfer formula 
in the Canada Pension Plan Act to inform the chief 
actuary’s calculation. The federal government has 
indicated this panel’s interpretation will be availa-
ble this spring, and the final calculation from the 
chief actuary will be given to Alberta this fall.” 

We continue to encourage all Albertans to sub-
mit their thoughts on a potential Alberta Pension 
Plan through the online workbook before the end 
of February.

Continued on Page 10
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GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS IN THE 

TIMES!

Call 
403-934-5589

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

3.2” version

3.75” version

bearhillscasino.com/careers

Now Hiring For:
• Executive Director
• General Manager
• Financial Controller

Apply Now

bearhillscasino.com/careers

Now Hiring For:
• Executive Director
• General Manager
• Financial Controller

Apply Now

3.2” version

EDMONTON COIN SHOW & 
SALE - March 9/10 2024, 10 
am - 4:30 pm. Lions Centre 
11113 - 113 Street, Edmon-
ton. Free market evaluations. 
Dealers from across Canada * 
Auctions * Displays * WATCH-
ES * Family friendly! www.ed-
montoncoinclub.com/shows.

FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2024  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns, 
Antiques, Militaria, Collec-
tions, Estates, Single Items. 
For Auction, or Possible Pur-
chase: Toll-Free 1-800-694-
2609, Email Us at sales@
switzersauction.com  or Visit 
Us @  www.switzersauction.
com.

COMING EVENTS

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buying 
Oats, Barley, Wheat, Canola, 
Peas, Screenings, Mixed 
Grains. Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt Pay-
ment. In House Trucks, In 
House Excreta Cleaning. Vac 
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN - 
Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....Bar-
ley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, Flax, 
Canola. “On Farm Pickup”. 
Westcan Feed & Grain 1-877-
250-5252.

FEED AND SEED

EGG FARMERS OF ALBERTA is 
pleased to announce that our 
New Entrant Program will be 
running in 2024! *FEBRUARY 
22, 2024 - webinar informa-
tion session #1; *MAY 1, 2024 
- application window opens; 
*MAY 2, 2024 - webinar infor-
mation session #2; *JUNE 25, 
2024 - deadline for applica-
tions. For more information 
and to register for the town-
hall webinars, please visit 
https://eggs.ab.ca/healthy-
farms/new-entrant-program/

ANNOUNCEMENT

Come Help CELEBRATE 
Ken Van Bavel’s 

90th Birthday!!!

OPEN HOUSE 
from 1:00 to 4:00pm

Saturday, February 24th 
at the Strathmore Legion

(No gifts please)

VINTAGE & 
TREASURES SALE

Plus Bake Sale & 
Quilting Table

Friday, April 26 - 10 am - 5 pm
Saturday, April 27 - 10 am - 4 pm

QUALITY DONATIONS 
WELCOME UNTIL APRIL 20

Soup or Chili & a Bun
Available 11 am - 1 pm

FALL THRIFT SALE
September 26-28, 2024

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

V

Strathmore 
United Church

F

F

A A

V

COMING EVENTS
Jess Tingley (Gibson) 

completed her Masters of Arts - 
Psychology at Carleton University 

in November 2023.
We are extremely proud of Jess who not 

only received her Master’s but secured her 
first post grad position as an 

Ethics Coordinator at a 
Canadian University. 

Congratulations and 
much love,

 Mom and Dad

Mark & Sherri Skibsted of 
Rosebud are excited to announce 
the engagement of their daughter, 

TeddiAnn to Dayl Poulsen 
son of Harvey & 

Della Poulsen, Dalum 
Wedding to take 

place June 
2024

TeddiAnn & Dayl

LEGAL NOTICE

THANK YOU

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ROSMUS, Brian Paul 
January 18, 1954 - February 11, 2024

Brian Rosmus of Calgary, AB, passed away on Sunday, February 11, 2024, at the 
age of 70 years.
Brian was born in Kenora, ON, on January 18, 1954. He attended George Brown 
college to become a pipefitter and millwright. After 25 years, he retired from Algoma 
Steel.
Brian was an avid golfer, skier, and animal lover who spent a lot of time volunteer-
ing for animal rescue charities. He loved to travel, explore, and meet new people.
Brian was a family-oriented man and a devoted caregiver for each of his parents 
before they passed. He will be most remembered for his giving nature, love of 
animals, and care for his family.
Brian is survived by his brothers, Joe of Vancouver, BC, and Hugh (Lynda) of Cal-
gary, AB; numerous proud nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends; and his loyal 
companion Ellie, a black lab mix. Brian was predeceased by his parents, Cecelia, 
and Leonard Rosmus. 
The family would like to express their gratitude and send a special thank you to the 
staff at Chinook Intercare Hospice for their care and compassion. 
Condolences, memories, and photos may be shared and viewed with Brian’s family 
at www.MHFH.com.
In living memory of Brian Rosmus, a tree will be planted in the Ann & Sandy Cross 
Conservation Area by McInnis & Holloway Funeral Homes.

Obituary

KROON, Gordon Franklin
Born August 10, 1922. Died February 11, 2024

We are sad to announce the passing of our father, grandfather and 
great grandfather Gordon Kroon.  He left us suddenly on Sunday 
evening February 11th in his residence at the Prince of Peace Re-

tirement Village.  He was surrounded by many members of his family.  Gordon was 
101 years old.
Gordon was born in Standard, the second child of Frank and Hannah  (Schmutte) 
Kroon.  He is predeceased by his parents, his two brothers, Jean, and Babe (Har-
ris) Kroon, his sister Wilda (Pashak), and his wife Thelma.  He is survived by his 
children Gerry, (Ruth) Kroon, Gail (Bryan) McKenzie and Gwen (Arthur) Tellier, his 
grandchildren, Sebastian, Cai’lin, Kimberly, Pamela, Chelsey, and Pascale, and great 
grandchildren, Isla, Daphne, Cody, Sarah, Riley, and Gage.
Gordon left home at age sixteen and worked at various jobs across the prairies over 
the next 16 years.  It was during this time that he met his future wife Thelma Long, 
in Winnipeg.  They were married in 1952 and had a wonderful marriage of 64 years 
until mum’s death in 2015.  Dad moved his family back to Standard in 1954 after 
buying the Massey Harris dealership in town.  This was the first of many success-
ful businesses he started over the next 50 years.  He was also a real pioneer and 
an early proponent of continuous cropping in the area. He was very instrumental 
in introducing liquid fertilizer to Alberta agriculture through his company, Cascade 
Fertilizers.  He loved cattle and the land and was able to live his dream of ranching 
and farming.  
Gordon was also very community minded and served as town councillor and mayor 
for many years.  He was a charter member of the Standard Lions Club as well as 
the Big Horns Club.  Hunting and fishing were his main hobbies and he continued to 
do both into his nineties.   He also loved golf and was able to “shoot his age” many 
times.  Pretty good for a guy with only one eye!!!  Thus his nickname “Weakeyes!”
Dad was a great family man and he spent a lot of time with all of us at his cabin in 
Hidden Valley as well as the home at Speargrass.  He made friends easily and was 
always greeted with familiarity wherever he went.
The family will be having a Celebration of Life on April 6, 2024 at the Standard Com-
munity Hall from 2:00 to 5:00 PM. All are welcome.
Anyone caring to make a donation in honor of Gordon can contribute to the Wheat-
land Area Hospice Society at Wheatlandhospice.ca

Obituary

Continued from Page 9

Last week, Alberta’s government launched a new long-term 
provincial tourism strategy that will help Alberta’s visitor eco-
nomy reach $25 billion in yearly visitor expenditures by 2035. 
Each of the new strategy’s five pillars will sustainably grow 
and diversify the economy, support good-paying jobs, and of-
fer pathways for Indigenous peoples to share their heritage, 
stories and wisdom with Albertans and the world. By imple-
menting the long-term provincial tourism strategy, Alberta’s 
visitor economy will see a cumulative economic impact of 
$203 billion in visitor expenditures, a $159-billion impact to 
the province’s GDP and 190,000 full-time equivalent jobs by 
2035.

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chestermere-Strathmore 
and the Parliamentary Secretary for Affordability and Utili-
ties)

Alberta launches 
new provincial 
tourism strategy

Notice to Creditors 
and Claimants

Estate of ELVIERA GERTRUDE SIMS who died 
on the December 15, 2022.

If you have a claim against this estate, you 
must file your claim by March 29, 2024.

 with  STRATHMORE LAW
 Attention: DAMAN K. GILL
 at  #101 318 3rd Avenue, 
  Strathmore, AB  
  T1P 1V9

If you do not file by the date above, the estate 
property can lawfully be distributed without 
regard to any claim you may have.

Creditors: you must include a full description 
and value of the debt you allege the deceased 
owes you and a full description and value of 
any of the deceased’s property that you hold 
as security for the debt.

Claimants: you must include a full description 
of your claim and why you have a right to 
make such a claim.

Strathmore Musical Arts Society 
A big thank you to

Sponsors:  Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Corporate Sponsors: Dr. Proceshyn, 

Strathmore Home Hardware
Venue: Travelodge     

Meal: Strathmore Station
Door Prizes:  

Strathmore Musical Arts Society, 
Starbucks, Strathmore Station, 

Pistil and Stems
Ticket Outlets:  Assist Business Centre, 

Strathmore Home Hardware, connectFirst 
Credit Union, Pro Water Strathmore, 

The Vault Cultural Collective
Advertisers: More Country 104.5, 

Strathmore Times

The Strathmore Musical Arts Society would 
like to acknowledge with gratitude the 
generosity of the late Terry Proceshyn 
in support of our live musical events.

Check out our website for more upcoming shows!
Strathmorearts.com

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

PLAYER OF PLAYER OF 
THE GAMETHE GAME

StrathmoreStrathmore
       Times       Times

Feb 17Feb 17
Cole WalkerCole Walker



Ace Custom 
Sewing.com
Repair & Upholstery
Strathmore AB

Not taking any new clients 
because of medical issues 

until 2024

Business 
FOR SALE
Training Available

For more information
Call Debi 403-901-0342 

or Text 403-324-7710

UPHOLSTERY

ELECTRICAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill - Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta
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ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

Residential Roofing • Roof Repair
Metal Roofing • Siding

Soffit & Fascia • Eavestrough

PHR
Prairie Home Roofing Ltd.

Get the job done right the FIRST time!

FREE ESTIMATES
www.prairiehomeroofing.com
info@prairiehomeroofing.com

403-796-5381Calgary
Strathmore 403-901-7484
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FREE ESTIMATES
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403-796-5381Calgary
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ROOFING

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

RENTALS

Apartments for Rent
-

3 Bedroom Condos 
for Rent

-
2 Storey, 3 Bedroom 

Units downtown
-

1&2 Bedroom Units 
in adult only building

-
Tenants pay all utilities

For more information 
please call 

STRATHMORE 
HOMES LTD

Nancy
@ 403-934-5687

ONLINE AUCTION - ESTATE 
OF DAVE HOYBAK Feb. 22-27. 
Mammoth Collection of Di-
ecast Construction, Ag, Cars, 
Trucks, G & HO Scale Trains. 
See montgomeryauctions.
com or call 1-800-371-6763.
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach almost 80  weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903 Ext 
225; www.awna.com.

AUCTIONS
NOTICES

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$799799
Advertise 
Province-wide 

plus GSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

Ask about the

$$799799Advertise 
Province-wide 

with a combined circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... plus GST

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

Easy Calving Angus Hybrid 
Bulls for Heifers

Charlton Cattle Co. has more than 40 years’ experience  
raising only easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.  

• 65 red and black easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BWs) 
• Less than 1% assist rate in over 32,000 home-raised and commercial 

heifers
• Six month breeding soundness guarantee
An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!

Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229
CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com

www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

Easy Calving Angus Hybrid 
Bulls for Heifers

Charlton Cattle Co. has more than 40 years’ experience  
raising only easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.  

• 65 red and black easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BWs) 
• Less than 1% assist rate in over 32,000 home-raised and commercial heifers
• Six month breeding soundness guarantee

An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!
Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229

CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com
www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

SUDOKU

INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. 
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas, 
Machine Sheds and more, 
sales@integritybuilt.com 
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

BUILDINGS

GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach 
over 600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Business 
changes, hiring, items for 
sale, cancellations, tenders, 
etc. People are increasingly 
staying home and rely on 
their local newspapers for 
information. KEEP people in 
the loop with our 90 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or  email classifieds@awna.
com  for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746 
X225. www.awna.com.

HOMES

COLLECTOR/ ENTREPRE-
NEUR PURCHASING COINS & 
COLLECTIONS! CASH PAID! 
ROYAL CANADIAN MINT 
COINS, collections, rare & 
old coins, silver & gold coins, 
jewelry, nuggets, bullion, 
sterling, gold & silver! 250-
864-3521.

WANTED

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? The Disability 
Tax Credit allows for $3,000 
yearly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Apply 
NOW; quickest refund Na-
tionwide: Expert help. 1-844-
453-5372.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

MISC

IRRIGATION ACRES
The Western Irrigation District currently 
accepting applications for Irrigation Acres. 
Current Distribution available is: 3,810 Acres.

The following factors apply:
• Limit of 150 acres per application(s).  Multiple
 Applications may be submitted for future
 consideration/distribution rounds.
• A single application fee of $400.00 will apply for 
 the primary application(s) (additional applications
 will be taken for tracking purposes at the same  
 time as the primary application).
• A 10% deposit of the total acre purchase due at
 the time of primary application(s) as a refundable  
 deposit.
• The Capital Assets fee for the 2024 year is
 $1,450.00 per acre and is due 60 days prior to
 irrigating, with a maximum deadline of 
 March 31, 2025
• Members of an economic unit will be considered
 as a single application. 
• All applications must meet the requirements of
 the Irrigation Districts Act and WID Bylaws.

We encourage all Irrigators who are expanding or 
planning to expand to apply to indicate your needs, 
so we can adequately plan for future demand.

Deadline for all applications to be received by 
is March 11th at 4:30pm.

Please go to our website www.wid.net or stop by the 
office for an application form. If you have further 
questions or concerns, please contact us at 
403-934-3542.

FORM 1
Irrigation Districts Act

(Section 45(2) (b))

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING
TAKE NOTE that the annual meeting of the 

irrigators of the Western Irrigation District will be 
held at the WID/MLS Community Room, 

1000 Pine Street, Strathmore, Alberta, on the 
10th day of April 2024, beginning at 1:30pm.

 (a) present annual reports of:
  (i)  the chair on behalf of the Board,
  (ii)  the manager,
  (iii)  the auditor of the district, and
  (iv)  the maintenance of irrigation works
   of the district, and
 (b)  conduct any other business.

Dated at the Town of Strathmore, this 17th day of 
January 2024

Troy Tangedal, 
General Manager
Returning Officer

PLEASE BRING YOUR ANNUAL 
REPORT WITH YOU TO THE MEETING.

NOTICE OF NOMINATIONS
Irrigation Districts Act  (Sections 54, 58, 59)
Local Authorities Election Act  (Section 26)

Western Irrigation District 
in the Province of Alberta

Notice is hereby given that nominations are open 
from the date of this publication until 4:00 pm on 
Wednesday, March 20th, 2024, for the election 
of candidates for the following offices and will 
be received at the location of the office of the 
Western Irrigation District set out below:

Troy Tangedal
General Manager 
Returning Officer

Office(s)	 Number	 Division
	 of	Vacancies		 Number

Director 1 3

Electoral Division 3 comprises Townships 21, 22 
and 23 in Ranges 25, 26, 27 and 28 and Township 
23 in Range 29.  

Nominations must be in the form prescribed by 
the Irrigation Districts Act and can be obtained 
from the Western Irrigation District; location being 
A-1000 Pine Street, Strathmore.

DATED at the Town of Strathmore in the Province 
of Alberta, this 1st  day of February 2024.

NOTICES

WANTED
WANTED OLD ADVERTISING: 
Dealership signs, service sta-
tion, gas pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, White Rose, 
Buffalo, Husky, Ford, GM, 
Dodge, Tire signs, Coke, Pep-
si, etc. Call 306-221-5908.

www.StrathmoreTimes.com
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Upcoming Council Meetings
Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole 

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Property taxes play a vital role in funding the essential services Strathmore residents count on, but they can be a complex subject, leaving many 
people puzzled about how they are determined. This guide aims to demystify the process and shed light on why a signifi cant change in assessed 
property value does not always translate into a substantial change in property taxes.

Your property tax bill is comprised of two 
processes: preparing the assessments and setting 
the tax rate. The assessor’s job is to prepare 
assessments. Town Council is responsible 
for setting the tax rate. Together, these values 
determine your tax bill.

Assessing property value: Property assessment involves the 
estimation of the market value of your property, which is used 
to determine your portion of municipal taxes and external 
requisitions. Residents’ property taxes are directly tied to the 
assessed value of their properties. In Strathmore, property values 
are determined by the assessor who takes into account factors 
such as location, size, amenities, and recent comparable sales. 
Market value represents the likely price at which your property 
could be sold in a competitive and transparent market, as 
stipulated by provincial laws. Assessments and tax notifi cations 
are founded on property valuations as of July 1 of the preceding 
year and reflect the property’s physical condition as of December 
31. Market value, established by provincial legislation, serves as 
the standard for property valuation throughout Alberta.

Understanding tax rates: Once property values are assessed, 
Town Council sets a tax rate expressed as a percentage of 
the assessed value. This tax rate is determined by considering 
various budgetary needs and anticipated revenue requirements 
necessary for providing essential services to the community. 
The resulting tax rate, when combined with the assessed value, 
determines a resident’s property tax bill.

Understanding how property assessments
relate to property taxes

Strathmore.ca/Budget

* Strathmore follows the Alberta model for property assessment and taxation. 
Your property assessment is based on the market value as of July 1 of the 
previous year. Since the Town values all properties every year in Strathmore, we 
use a mass appraisal method which means valuing similar groups of properties 
as of a specifi c date.

How property taxes are calculated
ASSESSED 

PROPERTY VALUE*
PROPERTY
TAX RATEX PROPERTY

TAX BILL=

It may seem intuitive that a big change in your assessed value will result in a big change in your property taxes. For example, if your 
assessment goes up 20%, your taxes will go up 20%. However, this isn’t always the case. The most important factor is not how much your 
assessed value has changed, but how your assessed value has changed relative to the average change for all properties in Strathmore. 

How your residential property assessment changed from 
the previous year compared to the average assessment 
change of all residential properties in Strathmore 
determines the change in the share you’ll pay of the 
Town’s property tax requirement.

How does the change in my assessment 
affect my property taxes?

Lower than
average change

Similar to the
average change

Higher than
average change

Taxes increase
LESS THAN 
AVERAGE

Taxes increase
BY THE 

AVERAGE

Taxes increase 
MORE THAN 

AVERAGE

Please note: tax notices are mailed 
no later than May 31 of each year.

2023 Assesment Notices
The 2023 property assessment notices for 2024 property taxes were mailed February 15, 2024. Please review your notice carefully, 
as it contains specifi c information and notice of important deadlines. If you have any questions or concerns regarding your 
assessment, please contact the Town’s assessor, Wildrose Assessment Services at 403-343-3357. The dealine to appeal your 2023 
property assessment is April 23, 2024. Please note that property tax notices will be sent separately at a later date.


