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County
eyes lodge
transparency

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County council is initiating fur-
ther discussion with the Wheatland Housing
Management Board (WHMB) regarding the
finances and public transparency surround-
ing the Wheatland Lodges.

Concerns regarding the financial viability
of the new lodge project, as well as the con-
tinued operation of the existing facility were
brought forward during the Feb. 3 council
meeting.

“The lodge will cost approximately $70
million for 120 units, so $583,000 a unit. They

Hockey Day (WHMB) are projecting a $10 million upfront

cost and $700,000 annual requisitions from

@) Country the municipal partners to fund the build,”

amwl  Plaza said Coun. Shannon Laprise, reiterating what

7 (I\:/‘edmal was learned from the Jan. 6 WHMB meeting

entre at Strathmore town hall. “Wheatland County

Coming soon March 2026 will be responsible for approximately 65 per

FAMILY AND cent of that cost, and so then at that point,

WALK-IN CLINIC the WHMB requested letters of support from
Join the waiting list! all municipal partners.”

Opening Hours: County council voted to sign the letter of

Mon - Friday: 9 am. - 7 p.m. support, thereby aiming to help strengthen

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

) the next WHMB application to the province
Country Plaza, Unit A, 510

Hi for grant funding, however noted specifically

ighway 1, Strathmore € . . X

www.countryplazamedical.ca during the vote to omit mention of commit-
403-361-8364 ted funds to the project.

Coun. Glenn Koester noted the current

Wheatland Lodge facility operates on a defi-
cit budget of approximately $300,000 annu-
ally, though the exact amount tends to fluc-
tuate.
Look on Page 8 for Two years ago, a new roof was installed
Town of Strathmore on the lodge, which cost approximately
Municipal Notices $500,000. That year, the facility was operated
on a deficit of $800,000.

One of the primary ongoing concerns
403.934.5589 for the existing lodge is with respect to the
heating system, which should it require new
parts, will be extremely difficult, if not im-

wnStrathmoreTimes.com possible to obtain due to its age. Time to celebrate

Contact Us Today!

info@strathmoretimes.com

129 2nd Avenue Council SUggeSt,ed for the WHMB to ap- Emma Inglis celebrates a goal by riding her stick while teammate Tilley Gordon follows during the
Inside the Strathmore Business Centre  Pear before council to present their updated Wheatland Wranglers game at the Strathmore Minor Hockey U7 and U9 tournament Feb. 14-16.
Office Hours Monday-Thursday financials, operations, and projected budg- The Wrangers were one of many teams invited by the four U7 teams and three U9 teams to the
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m ets. tournament. See Page 7 for more coverage. Joe Lepage Photo
DR Continued on Page 4
— | < — Move in with Us!
m = 0 . .
v o S Spring is just around the corner?
« o > _ A great time to list or buy.
: i b (%] 4 g A e H
pe < B 7 | N Call today and we can help you with any
2 = 'g T— o o TTEmE of your Real Estate needs!
¢ S
= 403.934.1034 o 403.809.8811 < 403.934.1353 "
a o~ : 4 ,
dhartell @ telusplanet.net £Q  bsproule.realtor @ gmail.com karenkatholrealtor @ gmail.com




iR, ; =)
o) T, o
\ ,\; ? O OV O 4
e chted d 0 e Feb
W 8 8
- Acres in Cans P = o
/ msudh::::;m"m O O g
ectermere ore
elle de Jonge ovide
O e pro e PPO
d around A O
-
ol o O e docket v
W " 3 . oY O C 2 C O
¢ /] ; y oon to see co O
/
7 - shors sthihuslan B ‘- ; ore Hospita
A with Unique Malt and Fg;?‘pms'.:u':] 3 e pPro C Ooug
Ny y e Sy ©
PURRgSE - S X ding 50 g
¥
S v e a huge bene
O e O come
p;
r - ge a er, we had
4 WHEAT DURUM BARLEY OATS FLAX PULSES HYBRID FALL RYE >
O O
. . engage ere OV
Gain a genetic advantage. 1t 1 ) -
\ N 7 A ome O tov O
ti : i O O di{is O dildlld 0 e 0 0 e -
o ere. as v
Wil OvVd e elidle §€ed gene edS0 dile edS0
4 1 3y de Jonge d ed ap
Y3 aw with High Yields, Excellent Test W's d d
[ o O O ‘e O
GENERAL 5 ' 5 14
PURPOSE . 510
i g A b cre C C
eside oug
e O as v
: Budge 0 o
0 (@) ngene 2 to connect and learn ho
O e e 2 O
"
£ all & J1 1045 to spea 2 ogram v was to
* 8
o2t | . . » . O pgrade Pro
) AT 0 ahader ¢ 00 ’ 2 S
X ospita oss Alberta
e II A
3 s a OSSP d V
@) i AR
e eviev 2 O
e A) a O
o A bee

a ole a '
e O 2 d eduled
O be co ed Ap 0 a d
onge
5
on be oted bo e e O be
1 g 2 eps to e OpPPO €
. o - 5 o o
€ € ollowing e Jonge spo
& 5
2 e to e pro e’s ongoing pport O
5 5
= oV = o D Ao
= o O ~ ¢ Vs
O O pha O b O
5
e 12 arked fo e develo o O e We
o o and I ante
entio o O e provide e 20 socie
V over $200,000 o1 V
O e C O PO e e
O ece o effo oted
=
O o O o ¢
ationa D atio d b
OV O ed fo e 2
Va O P I
O DIrogra i O o
5
de Jo O e e O ocle O PPO
ea 3 O O g d % 000 fo
ere v orades to e Lio b spla
5
R+ o o
O O B 00 Oppo
S O Ing e to de Jonge as to the pote
o e tOV e able to
OW4d Dit10 elation to e loca O
we % 2 2 eq A
DPO 2 ea o sav before
S ompleted O Wa O P e
A A EXpeE a V we e O
e provide at v e V
e e need d hov o be
geme . e need 1 de Tonge
a O V we e 90 O Oug oce
5 5 5 5
A O we have Doo O e ground, €
e d O O O
5
o diffe O atio V aff a
€ O OSP O e D
atio APS V whe omes to d
eted O equip

Alberta’s #1 choice for
electricity and natural gas.

electricity | natural gas |

solar easymax.ca | 310-6010

easy

MAax

by ENMAX Energy



February 18, 2026 ¢ Strathmore TIMES ¢ Page 3

Village of Hussar looks ahead with
new projects, growth plans for 2026

FERNANDO MORENO-PRADO
Times Contributor

The Village of Hussar entered the new year
with optimism and a sense of looking to the fu-
ture. They are following through with some pro-
jects after months of preliminary planning.

“Our long-term plans are to grow as much as
our small boundaries will let us,” said Mayor Les
Shultz over an email.

The village has received a “much needed” grant
according to the mayor, for the means to scope
underground pipes to determine if they are liable
for lining in lieu of digging them out and repla-
cing them, which Shultz explains is one third of
the cost. Some of the scoping has been done, but
more planning is needed. Shultz assures that the
council is hoping to have everything in place to
do the next project this year.

The previous year was “rather quiet but exci-
ting,” said Shultz. The council now consists of
himself, Coralee Schindel (deputy mayor) and
Michelle Plante (councillor) after the stepdown
of former councillor, Tim Frank, who served the
community for 15 years.

The highlights of 2025 were the Hussar Sum-
mer Daze in June that consisted of a “wonder-
ful parade,” a car show, baseball games, and Kid
Zone fun. The Light Up the Night event was held
in December at the local campground and was
a huge success, recounts Shultz. Proceeds were

donated to the Hussar Crisis Recovery Fund as
reported in the Drumheller Mail.

The village has seen growing commercial and
residential interest. New houses have been built
and moved into the village, in addition to a cou-
ple of new businesses. Shultz lays out how the
village is currently subdividing six new lots al-
ong 1st Avenue, located on old school grounds.
However, the lots are still being processed and
are not for sale yet. An appraisal was done on a
commercial lot in the “heart of downtown” and is
currently for sale.

“We have some land also along the old rail line
that we intend to subdivide into commercial lots
as well,” said Shultz.

Local residents can look forward to a spring
Open House meeting. It will serve as an op-
portunity for community members to give their
thoughts on upcoming plans such as the addition
of a spray or water park to the Hussar Camp-
ground.

The mayor assures that the Hussar Arena “is in
full swing” for hockey events on most nights and
weekends, and reminds that the curling bonspiels
have begun.

“The future looks bright for the Village of Hus-
sar, but it’s a lot of hard work,” said Shultz. He
points out that it relies on coordinated efforts
“from all the community groups and their volun-
teers down to village council and CAO to keep
things running to the best of our ability.”

NEXT HOME PLAYOFF GAMES

came 1 Saturday, February 14
came 3 Wednesday, February 18
came 5 Saturday, February 21

vs Cochrane

Strathmore Family Centre
- Gold Arena

gfmf/«”"@’”"”’ PLAYER OF
Times  THE GAME

Feb 14
Tanner Philips

Feb 15
Charlie Goll

Rockyford looks ahead to 2026

FERNANDO MORENO-PRADO
Times Contributor

The Village of Rockyford enters 2026 with hope
despite the budget challenges of the last year. The
village is undergoing some land developments
while looking towards annual events later in the
year.

The municipality is working on preliminary
budgets while also anticipating continued growth
albeit with potential tax increases. Mayor Darcy
Burke assures that the council is focused on ba-
lancing budgets and finding ways to compensate
for rising costs through growth and increased re-
venues.

The development of six acres of raw land into
residential lots is in progress. The goal will be to
move forward with a developer. The biggest ac-
complishment of 2025 was the sale of residential
lots on the south side of the former school proper-
ty, which Burke indicates growth and interest in
the community. Construction is expected to take
place over the next few months.

In addition, the Rockyford Friendship Club
leased a large portion of property intended to be-
come the Prairie Ridge Historical Park, featuring
turn-of-the-century farming equipment showca-
ses.

In 2021, Rockyford had a population of 395
which was a 25 per cent increase from 316 in the
2016 census according to Statistics Canada. Burke
states that the village currently holds a population
of 425 despite no new homes being built in the
last three years. He suspects that it may be due to
single homes being sold to families.

“The cost of construction is certainly a deter-
minant for new home buyers,” said the mayor
who believes that everyone has the right to own
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a home. “When you buy a lot in Rockyford, you're
paying quite a bit less money than you would in
larger centres.”

The council has put in a tax incentive program
for the lots. People will be on a four-year gradu-
ated program of 25 per cent per year unless they
fail to complete the properties within the two-year
time frame. Then the property reverts to a regular
rate.

After some successful events last year, Rocky-
ford can look forward to some returning attracti-
ons such as the Rockyford Rodeo & Bull-a-rama
in the summer. There will also be the annual Ma-
ritime Madness hosted by the local Lions Club.
Burke recounts how this event drew 200 people
last year with the auction raising over $100,000.
Last year the village was chosen to host Cuborama
by Scouts Canada, which saw 700 attendees accor-
ding to the event’s website.

“It doubles the size of our community,” said Bur-
ke. “A real hub of activity.”

The proceeds were used to assist the Rockyford
Curling Club and local ag society to finance the
replacement of the curling rink last year, costing
$250,000. Burke considers this to be one of last
year’s major accomplishments.

However, this year as well as the last has not
come without challenges to overcome.

Burke explains about the “downloading of pro-
vincial government (responsibilities) onto the mu-
nicipalities.”

There is an increase in the local government ta-
king questions regarding increased taxes despite
not being at the hands of the municipal govern-
ment. The increases include education and police
funding.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Cut quickly 41. Small amount

5. A way to state clearly 42. Daughter of Acrisius

11. River in NE Scotland 44. Ornamental box

14. Expansive 45. Government agents

15. Lacking social polish 46. Uncertain

16. Amount of time 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny finish
17. Frame 51. Treeless plains

19. Automobile 55. One’s sense of self-importance
20. Toadstools 56. Consumer advocate
21. High school dances 60. Type of lounger
22. Utilize 61. Body part
23. Experimented with 62. Can be persuaded
25. One-sided 64. Woman (French)
27. Acquisitive 65. Ready and willing to be taught
31. Potted plants 66. Arab ruler title
34. Everyone has one 67. Unhappy
35. Kalahari Desert lake 68. Gradually went away

38. Unidentified flying object 69. Able to think clearly

CLUES DOWN

1. Brushed 32. Southwestern Russia city
2. Small water spirit (Germ.) 33. Observed

3. Heroes 36. Angry

4. Monetary units 37. Drivers’ licenses

5. Some don’t want to share theirs 39. Musical composition

6. Free-swimming invertebrate 40. Auction

7. Litigates 43. They

8. Outer 45. Women

9. Parallelograms 47. Be filled with love for
10. Uneasy feelings 48. Thick-soled sock

11. Cross 49. Appears

12. A way to remove 50. Old World lizard

13. Pages can be dog- 52. The leading performer
18. Ukrainian city 53. Protein
24. A citizen of Denmark 54. “Gunga Din” script writer
26. Month 57. Art __, around 1920

28. Hindu queens

29. Group of chemicals
30. Rider of Rohan

31. Wet dirt

58. _ Blyton, children’s autho:
59. Abnormal breathing
63. A place to rest
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Alberta moves forward

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

I hope everyone had a good Family Day weekend
with your families and loved ones.

Alberta is moving forward because our government
is focused on supporting families, students, and com-
munities — from classrooms to energy innovation.
That means giving teachers the tools to meet today’s
classroom challenges and backing technologies that
keep Alberta’s energy sector competitive.

Classrooms in Alberta are more complex than ever.
Recent data from 89,000 classrooms across 1,549
schools show that while average class sizes remain
manageable, particular school divisions in rapidly
growing communities face disproportionately incre-
ased enrollment pressures, and student needs across
the province are growing. Some students require ex-
tra academic support, some are learning English, and
others need behavioural or emotional guidance. Tea-
chers face increasing demands, and Alberta’s govern-
ment is making sure they have the help they need.

That’s why our government is investing $143 milli-
on to create 476 K-6 complexity teams, each made up
of one teacher and two educational assistants. These
teams will work directly in classrooms across Alber-

ta to provide extra support to students with diverse
needs. By focusing on early intervention, these teams
will help students succeed before challenges grow
and give teachers more capacity to do their work ef-
fectively. Schools with the highest complexity factors
are being prioritized, ensuring resources reach the
students who need them most. This targeted, eviden-
ce-based approach reflects our commitment to practi-
cal solutions grounded in data.

Strong classrooms are the foundation for strong
communities, and Alberta is also leading in respon-
sible energy development. Through the industry-fun-
ded Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction
(TIER) program, our government is investing $28 mil-
lion in six projects using innovative technologies to
help energy companies remain globally competitive.
These projects include converting cattle farm waste
into natural gas, restoring old oil and gas sites, and
improving well efficiency.

These energy projects are expected to create roug-
hly 1,000 jobs, contribute nearly $167 million to Al-
berta’s economy by 2027, and reduce about 260,000
tonnes of emissions by 2030. By supporting innova-
tion and sustainability in the energy sector, Alberta is
demonstrating that it is possible to grow the economy
while reducing environmental impact.

Strong leadership means making choices that de-
liver real results for Albertans. Our government is en-
suring classrooms have the support teachers and stu-
dents need, while energy projects keep our industries
competitive and sustainable for decades to come. By
focusing on practical solutions and long-term plan-
ning, we’re building a stronger and more resilient
province for everyone.

Finally, I am pleased to share that the Chestermere
Historical Foundation has received $42,643 in fun-
ding from the Government of Alberta for the comple-
tion of their “Word of Mouth’ Public Art Project. Lau-
nched in 2018, this project features historical items
from the former Summer Village of Chestermere Lake
and the Town of Chestermere. This funding will sup-
port the final phase of the initiative — the creation
of a time capsule. This capsule will offer residents a
unique opportunity to contribute personal reflections
and stories about their life in Chestermere for future
generations to discover 50 years from now.

As always, please feel free to reach out to my office
with your feedback and questions (Chestermere.Stra-
thmore@assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chestermere-Stra-
thmore and the Parliamentary Secretary for Afforda-
bility and Utilities)

Tips to prevent business break and enters

ALBERTA RCMP

owners:

The Alberta RCMP is reminding business owners of crime
prevention practices that can help reduce risk of theft and

damages.

In 2025, there were 3,858 business break and enters across
Alberta RCMP jurisdiction. This number is down from 4,574

business break and enters in 2024.

The Alberta RCMP recommends the following for business

of each day.

of the space, or points of entry at a minimum.

tion lighting to deter thieves from the outside.

cial property.

e Install an alarm system and ensure it’s armed at the end
¢ Invest in good quality cameras that provide full coverage

* Ensure there’s appropriate interior lighting that can be
left on to provide optimum visibility and install exterior mo-

* Keep track of all keys and fobs that access your commer-

* Ensure valuables are secured and
away from windows after hours.

* Consider investing in fences for ex-
tra protection and ensure they are well
maintained.

Budgeting for security measures such
as sturdy locks, quality cameras and an
alarm system can pay off in the long
run. These investments can make a dif-
ference in preventing theft and iden-
tifying criminals.

For more tips and information, Busi-
ness Security brochures are available

Level: Intermediate

Christa

¥
REMAX KEY N

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential « Land « Farm « Luxury « Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live

Call 403.324.4343
Christaalemanrealtor.com

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
3251 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland
Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE
ASSEMBLY (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com
Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month -

Hour of Dominion: 10 pm

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. ¢ 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services — 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore
403-934-2641
www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

Rev. Maria Szabone Berces
Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:
WWW.SMOreuc.com
Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE
CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time
of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL
CHURCH
50 Maplewood Drive ¢ 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Services Sundays
1st service 9:00am
2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY
COVENANT CHURCH
245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424
Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

m

P RITHMOE[E * Keep windows clear of posters or stickers and consider
7 E HEJME|R|A Thought for installing shutters or bars for added protection. for free at all RCMP detachments across

s olnMclalRr — ——— ———— —— the province. To keep learning about
O £ M R the Week ' business safety, follow our social media
E T 8|1 |als|elo - STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY C3 STRATHMORE accounts on Facebook (@RCMPinAlber-
D A oluls|Jlll  Perhaps what lies ADVENTIST CHURCH C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY ta) and X (@RCMPAlberta).
= NI N|GA helad vs aind) Meeting in the Lutheran Church 3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB Alberta RCMP encourages the public
O Inae T , 112 Lakeside Bvd. 403-273-0494 www.c3connect.ca and business owners to report any sus-
V) IBB0RE £ what lies before 1-888-506-1066 ext. 101 Lead Pastor - Bill Olson picious activity to police. If you see a
w i G us are tiny matters Pastor: Donald Wright Location Pastor - Shan Simpson crime in progress, dial 911. If you wish
Kll s|A|[T|E|E J \ Services held every Saturday Pastor - Eric Horstia to remain anonymous, contact Crime
N 1388 E compareaion il Sabbath School: 10 AM Sunday at 10:10 am. Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), on-
O EEE L lies within us. Worship Service: 11 AM (C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m. line at www.P3Tips.com or by using
o A B Emerson www.strathmoreadventist.ca the “P3 Tips” app available through the

sialoc donald816@hotmail.com STRATHMORE UNITED Apple App or Google Play Store.
God's Closet Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue
Collects chidren’s clothing and 403-934-3025

County aiming to
establish more
transparency
regarding lodge
operations, finances

Continued from Page 1

“We don’t know for sure yet, but the
requisition structure stays the same and
the capital part stays similar as well if
we all agree to it,” said Reeve Scott Klas-
sen. “It’s all that how people understand
so everybody has the same information
and the public has it as well.”

Koester noted the existing lodge cur-
rently operates with approximately
$900,000 in its administrative reserves
and does not have enough of a reserve
to tackle a large emergency project such
as another roof replacement should that
situation arise.

“If we had to put a roof on the build-
ing at $600,000, we would have to come
to the municipalities and ask for an ad-
vance, or you can go and ask the min-
ister for a loan and they are very strin-
gent,” he explained.

Council passed a motion to direct ad-
ministration to invite the WHMB to an
information session in order to provide
an overview of the operation of the
existing lodge, and the proposed new
lodge.
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Home tourney

The Strathmore High School senior boys and
girls basketball teams hosted their annual tour-
nament Feb. 13-14. The boys, shown here beat-
ing the Bow Valley Bobcats 79-76, and the girls,
shown here playing the Medicine Hat Colts, are
looking to build their game heading into the zone
championships later next month.

Joe Lepage Photos

YOUR WEEKLY
HEALTH ADVICE

; Gord Morck Pharmacist
Capsule Comments

There is nothing like fresh produce in the
peak season of summer. However, when not
available, frozen produce is an excellent
substitute. On a weight basis, frozen foods
are less expensive. Also they are just as nu-
tritious as fresh, being picked at their peak
ripeness. Frozen foods are already prepped
so they save you time in the kitchen.

Glaucoma is an eye disease caused by
high pressure within the eye. The condition
is effectively treated with prescription eye
drops. Age-related macular degeneration
(AMD) is a loss of vision in the central part
of the eye but not the outer edge of the visu-
al field.. Those vitamin formulas (AREDS)

WH 0 I H E LP IVI 0 ST IN Iinzzcl:I:n 1::1pful for AMD but will not help
: STRATHMORE: pitche, each contan & messured amount
Fused g|aSS of medication to be released slowly over

Inspiring artists celebrated Valentine’s Day with creativity and colour at a e Fi _+i : time. They should not be cut in half. This
special fused glass workshop held Feb. 14 at the Wheatland Society of the FI rSt tl me buye rS prlced OUt Of Calgary could result in the release of medication

Arts. The hands-on session gave participants the opportunity to design and too quickly resulting in an overdose. If in

create their own fused glass serving dish — with a relaxing afternoon work- e Families u psizi ng for space doubt, check with your pharmacist. To dis-

shop where participants were guided through the basics of glass design. i £ d h. fold the sti k d
Joe Lepage Photos L . pose ot a used patch, told the s.tlc y sides

° Buye s I’ebUIldIng after Se parahon/ together and store away from children.
. 9 .

d ivorce Are you a b.athroom read.er. ‘EV1dent.ly,
prolonged sitting on the toilet is a major
. cause of hemorrhoids. It puts extra pressure
® Se|f'emp|0yed & commission on the veins in your rectum causing them
income earners to swell. It is best to limit toilet time to 5 to

10 minutes, avoid straining, ensure enough
fibre in your diet, drink plenty of water,

and stay active. And don’t take your smart
ﬂ/ phone into the bathroom.
Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm

Dave Halberstadt Mortgage Broker Sat: 9-6 pm  Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

403-200-9867 S"am‘fﬁi 132 - 2nd Ave.
Strathmore
dave@davehmortgages.ca DRUG | ph: 403.934.3122

MORTGAGE 10
ARCHITECTS 2QEARS i

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST SINCE 2006

What Did You Pay Last Time?

Oil Changes from $99.95

Includes a Free 15-Point Inspectlon
& Fluid Top UPS e wsmerru

Keeping lt SImple

‘ =, =T EMe,

¢ ]
[ {
W] Pz

2P [gm|STRATHMORE 4

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1976 www.StrathmoreMotors.com

Chantelle de Jonge

MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2" Avenue
P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Cet the latest new products, special savings,
contests and more sent directly to your
email. Sign up today for the
Value Drug Mart E-letter.

!
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DON'T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR THE
LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!

Hockey Day in G.A.

/V/& L IVEI N LAKEWOO D CA Special guest Ron Sutter joined 87 athletes on the ice during Hockey Day in G.A. in Gleichen on Feb.

I.AKEWOOD 14. The annual 4-on-4 pond hockey tournament drew strong community support and delivered a full
day of spirited competition and sportsmanship. Hosted by the Gleichen Minor Hockey Association

A Destination Lake Communi . ’
?n @LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE the successful event highlighted the organization’s mission to provide local youth with opportunities to

develop skills, teamwork and a lifelong love of the game. Melissa Piche Photos

Upcoming Meetings

Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.
~ For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.
N March 3, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

C O U N T Y March 10, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission
March 26, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Committee of the Whole

\ For call-in details, access links, and agenda packages, please visit our website.
https://wheatlandcounty.ca/agendasandminutes/

L WHEATLAND

COFFEE & COUNTY
CONVERSATION

Join Wheatland County Division 3
Councillor, Donna Biggar for
Coffee & Conversation - an
informal community drop-in to

ck ol I_.J(:(‘ me |

Minimum reqummms

connect, share ideas, and talk

about local matters over coffee. &
ATLAND COUN

February 21, 2026
10: 00 AM -12:00 PM

If you're interested or have questions, please call or
email Fire Services at 403-361-2182 or
fireservices@wheatlandcounty.ca.

Jetsetters Room,
Carseland Hall

Careers with Wheatland County WE'RE
Available opportunities include: T
"HIRING!

. Truck Driver/Equipment Operator (Surfacing Crew)
Closes February 27, 2026

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4 e
. mmer nt & nal Position
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca Su er Student & Seasonal Positions

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Closes February 27, 2026

@ ¢ ) Visit our website for more information and APPLY TODAY!
. LD 00T wheatlandcounty.ca/careers/
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Tourney
time
Strathmore
Minor Hockey
hosted their
annual U7 and
U9 hockey
tournament
Feb. 14-16 at
the Strathmore
Family Centre
and Standard
Arena. There
were four U7
teams and
three U9 teams
hosting, while
the local U9A
Wranglers also
played.

Joe Lepage Photos

Beltone

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

202 Second Avenue, Strathmore

403-901-6332

Qualified Hearing Care Professionals

We Provide:

¢ | atest Technology
- all digital hearing aid models

e Repairs to
all models

e 30 day trial period

We are AADL, WCB,
NIHB, DVA providers

Hearing Evaluations | Free Tests for Seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!
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WINTH

ARLY BIRD
PRIZE
$250,000 CASH!

- ¥, s e -

WIN 2,094 PRIZES WORTH MORE
THAN $4.5 MILLION IN THE
LOTTERY THAT HELPS DELIVER
CRITICAL CARE, ANYWHERE.

EARLY BIRD DEADLINE
FEBRUARY 24, 2026

starslottery.ca
1-855-STARS-68

ASTARS

LOTTERY®

Early Bird Draw March 10, 2026. STARS LOTTERY Licence 756499.
Tickets must be purchased in Alberta. Must be 18+ to purchase. Please play responsibly.

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

The Strathmore Legion celebrated several local students who were awarded for their creative submissions through the annual
remembrance contest. The ceremony, held Feb. 14 at the legion building, distributed certificates to the award winners, as well

as returned their works to the students

John Watson Photo

Strathmore students recognized
for remembrance-themed creative works

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Several Strathmore students were recognized by
the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 10 for their cre-
ative works submitted to the annual remembrance
contest.

A ceremony was hosted Feb. 14 at the legion
building, with family and interested public invited
to join and celebrate the successful entries.

“(It is) a national program that invites children to
tell us what they think remembrance means, and
so through their poems, posters and essays, and
for high school students, two-minute videos if they
want,” said Jennifer Fransen, chair of communica-
tions and community outreach for the legion. “The
idea is we want kids to remember to understand
that the legion does not promote war, that we pro-
mote peace and that is why we have soldiers and
sailors. I get veterans to actually judge ... and they
have a tough job.”

Entries that are awarded through the contest re-
ceive monetary prizes in addition to their certifi-
cates.

Those that placed first in each respective cate-

More money
In your pocket.

If your electricity bill says the Rate of Last Resort,
you could save hundreds per year by switching plans.

Explore your options at UCAhelps.ca

gory had their submissions move on to a similar
competition at the district level. From there, should
entries continue to be victorious, they may be al-
lowed to move on to provincials, then be judged
nationally.

“We go out of our way to educate these kids
about remembrance. We go into the schools, we
do this — we invite them here as often as we can
because we want them to understand that demo-
cracy is hard earned. It does not just happen and
they need to be aware because they are the future,”
said Fransen.

Due to the teachers’ strike which took place in
the fall of 2025, the contest experienced significant
delays. The awards ceremony typically takes place
in January following judging in December.

Similarly, due to kids not being in schools for a
significant portion of the educational year, the con-
test received fewer submissions than normal.

“I made sure that it got out to all the schools
and I was grateful that we got this many because
we were afraid we wouldn’t get any because we
knew that the teachers were a month behind,” said
Fransen.

Continute on Page 9

Aperton
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Spurs host
communication
event

SARA WOLFS
Strathmore Rusty Spurs 4-H Club

The Strathmore Rusty Spurs competed in their annual com-
munications event at Nightingale Hall on Feb. 7. A huge thank
you to the lovely people who came out to judge the event for
the Rusty Spurs!

Members had many amazing speech and presentation to-
pics, such as a speech on axolotls and a presentation on war
photographer Lee Miller, as well as so many more creative and
insightful topics!

The placings of the communications events are as follows:
for the junior speech category, Gabe won first, Kinsley won
second, and Preston won third. For the senior speech cate-
gory, Abby won first, Sydney won second and Chelbea won
third. Lastly in the senior presentation category Kayla won
first, Amiah won second, and Sara won third. First and second
place winners have the choice to advance on to the district le-

4 M Wberta Chals Commeanications

T B

,' f

vel. Then intermediate or senior members who win
first or second are able to advance to Regionals and
seniors are able to advance further onto provincials.

Districts will be held at the Strathmore Civic Cen-
tre on Feb. 28 at 8:30 a.m. and will include mem-
bers from Crowfoot 4-H Multi, Arrowwood River
Wranglers, Rockyford Beef, Hussar and Standard

clubs. All are welcome to come watch and it’s a
great way to support your local clubs as well as a
wonderful way to spend a morning!

Remember to follow the Rusty Spurs on Face-
book and Instagram at Strathmore Rusty Spurs 4-H
Club for more regular updates on what the club is
up to and for any fundraisers.

George Freeman vice principal says goodbye after 16 years
with Golden Hills School Division

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Matt Laslo has resigned from his position serving
as vice principal of George Freeman school, taking
on a new role as an educator in Salmon Arm, B.C.

“Obviously there are some mixed emotions. I was
the vice principal over at George Freeman for the
past two years and it was the best job in the world,”
said Laslo. “It was awesome, the school is really good,
we were able to do some pretty awesome stuff, get-
ting that sport court build, and getting some of that
landscaping done outside and building up the sports
programs, but I am excited for a new opportunity to
move out here to B.C. and try something different.”

Laslo added he has lived in Strathmore for over 30
years. Prior to serving at George Freeman, he spent

five years at Crowther Memorial, and eight years at
Strathmore High School. In total, he was with the
Golden Hills School Division for 16 years.

He explained he was inspired to become an edu-
cator by the teachers he learned under, who instilled
a love of learning and a love of being in school. To
this extent, Laslo credits Rob Pirie, Brad Steele, and
Dion Galandy, among others.

“During the teachers’ strike, we started looking
around and it is not completely the strike or the
government or anything, but it was a part in that,
and (seeing) how our provincial government hand-
led that situation,” said Laslo. “I ended up stumbling
on a ... job up here in Salmon Arm. We had camped
up in the Shuswap region for the last couple sum-
mers, and we really liked the area, especially the
trees, the lakes, the mountains, the access to the out-

door lifestyle.”

Laslo will now serve as the vice principal of JL
Jackson Secondary. His official start date was Tues-
day, Feb. 17. Jillian Terry will take over the vice prin-
cipalship at George Freeman.

His new school currently operates with students in
Grades 9-11 and will adopt Grade 12 students in the
next educational year. Grade 8 students will be intro-
duced into the school in the following year.

“It is hard to say goodbye to a community you have
been a part of for so long, and yesterday just during
the drive, you just deal with all those mixed emoti-
ons and mixed feelings,” said Laslo. “When you get
out here and you see the mountains and you see the
trees and you see the Shuswap Lake, a person starts
to feel pretty lucky that 'm even getting an opportu-
nity to try and experience something like this.”

Elks turn grief into action

port.”

MARIO PRUSINA
Times Editor

When the Strathmore Elks Lodge 491 lost a fel-
low member to suicide, the grief was profound.

Members of the Elks chose to transform their
sorrow into action — launching a community-wide
mental health initiative now making a difference
across Strathmore and Wheatland County.

The powerful initiative began when Elks mem-
ber Sean Duthie suggested that the grief be turned
into action by making a meaningful difference in
the community, raising awareness around suicide
prevention and reminding people that help can
be available.

Funds raised through the committee’s efforts di-
rectly support individuals and families who requi-
re mental health services but face obstacles such
as cost or long wait times. Through an application
process with either Strathmore FCSS or Wheat-
land FCSS offices, residents can now access free
or low-cost counselling services.

“We’re partnering with Grit Psychology, Re-
bloom, and Refreshing Insight Counselling Servi-

ces to provide both in-person and virtual counsel-
ling, with a focus on reaching those who otherwise
wouldn’t be able to afford or access services,” said
Budd Brazier with Strathmore FCSS in a release.
“Community members can contact either office
and our team will complete an intake, support the
application process, and once approved, match
that individual or family with a counsellor that
best suits their needs.”

In addition to counselling services, the commit-
tee has developed an education program that will
travel to communities throughout the area. The
first session is scheduled for Feb. 21 in Carseland
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with lunch provided.

The sessions are designed to share information
about available resources, help residents recogni-
ze mental health challenges and provide guidance
on how to offer support. Additional sessions are
planned for Gleichen on March 14, Standard on
April 18, and Rockyford on May 9.

“This committee is formed to bring awareness
around mental health and suicide prevention,”
Brazier said. “The more awareness we can build,
the greater folks within the region can access sup-

Strathmore Legion celebrated students

Continued from Page 8

“We had stacks of things coming from Holy Cross
this year, and Westmount did a great job, but we
understand that their curriculum is critical and so
we are grateful when we fit in and if they can’t, we
understand that too.”

Fransen noted this year’s contest received 45 sub-
missions — roughly half of what is typically seen.

Next year, the legion is aiming to add the No
Stone Left Alone program to its itinerary, speaking
to high school students about researching local ve-

terans who now lay in the local Field of Honour.

“Our hope is to learn about veterans who come
out of this area. We know that during World War I
and World War II, some of the largest numbers of
veterans came from this community,” said Fransen.
“It’'s a national program whereby you take school
kids and they go out to the Field of Honour, you
talk to them about what it means and then we ask
the students to place poppies on the graves so that
they make the connection (that) there is a story
behind that grave and we need to remember what
that person did for us.”

Now in its second year, the committee has already seen
significant success. The inaugural Strathmore Elks Mental
Health golf tournament last August was followed by a din-
ner gala in November that drew more than 230 attendees
— an impressive turnout that exceeded expectations. In total,
more than $20,000 was raised to fund counselling services.

“It was all highlights, really,” Brazier said of the commit-
tee’s first year. “It was a great group of people from the Stra-
thmore Elks and then a few others within the community.”

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS
ONCUE

Opening Act
at7 PM

Brentwood
Senior Choir

March 7th, 2026 - 7:30 pm

ONCUE - Youth Singers of Calgary

Adult - $40.00
Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under

sl MUEES:
Upcoming Concert

April 25, 2026 - Diana Cohen & Roman Rabinovich - 7:30 pm

Tickets can be purchased at the Vault Cultural Collective or online at
www.smoreuc.com with PayPal or etransfer smoretreasurer@gmail.com
Online purchases must be picked up at the door the night of the concert.
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Connect Leisure Services aiming to raise awareness
for local neurodivergent support programs

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Connect Leisure Services hosted an
open house, Feb. 16, aiming to raise
awareness for the organization and the
supports they provide to the local com-
munity.

“We are a day program for adults
with neurodiverse abilities — just tea-
ching them some life skills, some social
skills, all of those elements,” explained
Rina Hempel, founder of Connect Lei-
sure Services. “We have been operating
for five years, we have been in this
building since 2023, and we have just
expanded to include a support home.”

Hempel explained several of the fa-
milies who utilize Connect Leisure Ser-
vices were curious about the new faci-
lity, which was acquired approximately
six weeks ago.

Among its other goals, the open

house aimed to also attract the notice
of potential sponsors to support their
ongoing services and endeavors.

“We are specifically seeking out
corporate sponsorships to just help
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sustain the home because for the in-
dividuals (living there) of course, the
operating costs are high, staffing, and
the cost of living is high,” she said.
“The individuals can’t possibly finance
(the house) solely. We are looking at
corporate sponsorship in whatever way
that looks.”

Connect Leisure Services currently
supports 20 families throughout the
local community. Among these, 10 in-
dividuals are currently enrolled in the
Strive Program through local schools.

Hempel added there are 19 more stu-
dents currently at the junior high level
who will be joining the program in the
near future.

Those with neurodiverse abilities
and cognitive issues served by the pro-
grams include but are not limited to
those with autism, cerebral palsy, and
Down syndrome.

“At the clubhouse here, we use recre-
ation therapy as the model of learning.
We run baking programs, we run life
skills programs, we run healthy habits,
we do lots of activities in the communi-
ty,” said Hempel. “We work on the emo-

2PR0 WRESTLING
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Check us out ONLINE!!
wwOtrathmoreTimes.com

Connect Leisure Ser-
vices hosted an open
house, Feb. 16, show-
casing their clubhouse,
as well as their new
supportive living facil-
ity. The event aimed to
raise awareness for the
organization in order to
attract volunteers and
corporate  sponsors
who could support on-
going operations.

John Watson Photo

tional wellbeing, social skills, cognitive
skills, physical abilities, all of those im-
portant elements.”

Regarding the imminent population
increase anticipated to occur in Strath-
more and the surrounding area in the
next several years, she added the team
is taking their programs one day at a
time and growing where necessity is
discovered.

In addition to sponsorships, the or-

ganization is also seeking volunteers
to help at the clubhouse with regular
operations.

“There are lots of different ways peo-
ple can add to programs,” said Hempel.
“We started with one person and now
we have 20 families, so the need is the-
re for sure.”

Further information about Connect
Leisure Services and their programs
has been made available online.

After earning a hard-faught 5-4 win in Game 1 on home ice on Feb. 14, the Wheatland Kings, wearing
their road whites, were hammered 7-1 in Game 2 in Cochrane on Feb. 15.
Photos Courtesy of Patrick Price

Kings earn split heading

into Game 3

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings stand
on even footing with the Cochrane Ge-
nerals after the first two games of their
best of five playoff series.

Rejoining the league after their first-
round bye, the Kings have claimed
home ice advantage. Squaring off for
Game 1, Feb. 14, the home team took
the win 5-4. The following day, the Ge-
nerals struck back on their home ice,
demolishing the Kings 7-1.

“Saturday in town here was a pret-
ty close game, then (Sunday) it was
one-nothing halfway through the game
and they got a few and pulled away
from us there in the end,” said Doug
Raycroft, head coach of the Wheatland
Kings. “We are hoping we can get the
win Wednesday at home, and then
hopefully finish them off on the road
there on Friday. We will see.”

Throughout the regular season, the
Kings and the Generals met on the ice
five times. Of these, the Kings were vi-
ctorious only twice.

When it came to the regular stan-
dings, the two teams were neck-and-
neck all season, largely boasting the
exact same win-loss records right up
until the very end.

“They are a good team. We knew it

was going to be a tough series, and it is
not disappointing so far. That’s exactly
what it’s been,” said Raycroft. “They are
playing like we thought and the biggest
thing for us is just playing our kind of
game that we need to play. That is the
thing we are trying to get our guys is
just to focus on our game and be dis-
ciplined.”

Raycroft emphasized the need for his
team to take as few penalties as possi-
ble throughout the series and not give
the Generals any potential advantages.

Despite feelings being elevated for
the playoffs, the trick will be to remain
as collected as possible and maintain
the team’s systems.

“We could play better. (Sunday), we
did not play well. I don’t think we play-
ed well at all. To be one and one against
a good team and still hoping that we
get our best hockey still ahead of us,
we feel fortunate about that,” he said. “I
think our guys have to play our game.
It sounds simple but I think a lot of
times, people get fired up because it’s
playoffs and they don’t keep their emo-
tions in check, they start doing things
that maybe they wouldn’t normally.”

Following Game 3 in Strathmore on
Feb. 18, the Kings will travel to Cochra-
ne to play Feb. 20. Should it be requi-
red, Game 5 will be back in Strathmore
on Feb. 21.
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Leonard J. Voermans

One year has passed and I miss you everyday.

You are in my heart and thoughts everyday.

I talk to you everyday. We had an incredible life
together, a lot of holidays in other countries and
Our special spot on Kootenay Lake, fishing. We
had land and built our first home, north of Lamont
in Skaro. When Calgary had opened for pilots, we
moved to Strathmore. When the base closed you
then commuted to YVR for the rest of your flying
career, flying overseas. You retired logging 26,000
flying hrs. You always looked at the sky and never
the ground. You witnessed Sputnik flying over,
knew every planet and constellation. You were a
doscent at the Pima Air Museum in Tucson for
three winters and was known as an encyclopedia
on all aircrafts. You formed many friendships.

These memories are what keeps me living.
My life is empty without you.

Always the love of my life.
Always with me everyday. o
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BUILDINGS MACHINERY
INTEGRITY ~ POST ~ FRAME ~ BLANKET THE PROVINCE with

BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT
WITH  CONCRETE  POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds and more,
sales@integritybuilt.com
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less).
Reach 75 weekly newspapers.
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com;
email classifieds@awna.com.

ANNOUNCEMENT

BUSINESS OPP

“THINKING OF YOUR DREAM
VACATION?” How about the
Knights of Columbus Airdrie
Dream Vacation Raffle. BUY
YOUR TICKET TODAY! at aird-
riedreamvacation.ca”

ONE OF A KIND BUSINESS FOR
SALE. Owner-Operated/ High
Cash Flow/ Limited Workdays!
Serving rural AB, SK and BC.
1smalltownalberta.com.

NOTICE

AUCTION

MEIER GUN AUCTION, Satur-
day, March 7 - 10am Wetaski-
win - Selling Rifles, Shot Guns,
Antique Firearms, Gun Safes,
Ammunition, Scopes, Sports-
man  Equipment.  Consign
Now! Free Pick-up. Call 780-
440-1860; www.meierauc-
tion.com.

TRAVEL

VACATION IN  CANADA'S
WARMEST DESTINATION. Ex-
traordinary villa in Osoyoos,
BC, breathtaking lake views,
just 3 minutes from town. Or
warmer weather, two luxurious
5-star resort units in Phoenix,
Arizona. Doug 306-716-2671
or visit 0soyooslakevilla.com.

COMING EVENT

FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR
2026 AUCTION PROGRAM:
Firearms, Ammunition, Acces-
sories, or Militaria. Collections,
Estates or single items. For
Auction, or Possible Purchase:
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609,
Email: sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit us @ www.swit-
zersauction.com for Auction
Dates & Details.

HEALTH

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. Oth-
er medical conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING or DRESS-
ING? The Disability Tax Credit
allows for $3,000 yearly tax
credit and $30,000 lump sum
refund. Take advantage of this
offer. Apply NOW; quickest re-
fund Nationwide: Expert help.
1-844-453-5372.

LANDSCAPING

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE
THROUGHOUT  Alberta. The
Blanket Classifieds or Value
Ads connect with more than
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose from
three packages beginning at
$269, $299 or $599 to share
your message in over 70
Weekly Community News-
papers. Contact THIS NEWS-
PAPER today or email clas-
sifieds@awna.com for more
information. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 or visit
WWW.awna.com.

FEED AND SEED

BARLEY — *NEW-AB Stand-
swell* Smooth AWN, High
Yielding, Grain and Forage
Great Lodging Resistance. 1st
NITROGEN USE EFFICIENT CE-
REAL IN CANADA. OTHER BAR-
LEY: Cerveza, CDC Austenson,
CDC Durango, CDC Maverick,
Esma, Sundre. WHEAT - Pin-
tail, Forage or Grain. OATS
— AC Juniper, AC Morgan, AC
Mustang, Derby, CDC S01 Su-
per Oat. PEAS - Very Early Yel-
low Peas, Forage Peas. ALSO
AVAILABLE: Polish Canola &
Spring Triticale. Special pricing
on truckloads. www.mastin-
seeds.com; 403-556-2609.

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

DENTURES

I I . L .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL — FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca
www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

/

fa'm

FOOTHILLS ADVOCACY IN MOTION SOCIETY

faims.org | info@faims.org | 403-934-4888
1016 Westridge Road, Strathmore AB

www.facebook.com/ faimsociety
www.instagram.com/ faimsociety

Services & Service Area: FAIM is committed to supporting
adults with developmental disabilities on their journey
to an enriching and fulfilling life.
Creating inclusive communities where individuals of all abilities
are free and able to achieve their hopes and dreams.
Strathmore & Wheatland County

/

REVISED DATE

Troy Tangedal

Quality Water. Western Legacy. Since 1894

Form3A

Irrigation Districts Act

(Section 12)

Notice of Public Meeting
Western Irrigation District

Change to the Expansion Limit

TAKE NOTICE that a public meeting will be held at Western
Irrigation District’s main office at A-1000 Pine Street, Strathmore,
Alberta, on the 13th day of March 2026, beginning at 10:00 o'clock
in the AM to discuss a proposed change to the expansion limit
of the Western Irrigation District from the existing limit of 110,000
acres to 140,000 acres.

Additional information regarding this proposed change is
available to the public at the office of the District.

Dated at Strathmore, Alberta, this 9th day of February 2026.

Chief Executive Officer
Western Irrigation District

GOVERNMENT

Working F
orking m;v'/

¥ Canada Pension Plan

¥ Canada Revenue Agency
* Citizenship & Immigration
* Disability Pension Plan
W% Employment Insurance

¥ Service Canada
¥ Veterans Affairs

FIREWOOD

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Firewood sold in Bundles or Cords
1 Bundle $12, 3 or more $11 each
A

FREE Delivery in Strathmore

403-934-7645

Contact
¢

Email: david.bexte@parl.gc.ca
Website: www.davidbextemp.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020

David Bexte, MP

Bow River

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTING

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Dennis McNeill
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249

dennismcneill@shaw.ca
Strathmore, Alberta

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS IN THE

TIMES!

$8S $8S
CASH FOR COINS

$SS $§S§

WANTED RovaL Canapian MINT coINs,
Frankuin Mint, US MiNT, WORLD SETS ETC,
COLLECTOR'S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OLYMPIC COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD S, GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS,
BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS, STERLING SILVER
& ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP

403-991-6192

STRATHMORE'S
LEADER IN HOME
SERVICES!

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP

Kelly Camden

403.991.6192

kellycamden@hotmail.com

@I\ Decked Dut’AB

General Contracting

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-393-7097

wes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.alldeckedoutab.ca
PLUMBING & HEATING

BERO-TECH
1l UMJB’IJNJ(? & HEATING: ING.
* Hotwater Tanks e Furnaces
* Renovations * Hydronic Heating
* Service Work * Gas Fitting

* New Construction
¢ Commercial
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

* Sewer Cleaning/
Sewer Camera

Like us on Facebook

f

BROAD REACH atan AFFORDABLE PRICE
Advertiser
Province-wide

Ask about the 5 9 9 plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association /
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225
email classifieds@awna.com

Alberta
Weekly Newspaj
or visit your community newspaper % pers

Association

| PAYi

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS,
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS,
NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling
Silverware, plus anything made
of gold or silver!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,
and | can come to you!
| also purchase coin collections!

CaLL Toop

780-504-7995
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Notices coming out in February.
Property assessment notices.

On February 17, 2026, more than 6,400 annual
property assessment notices will be mailed out,
signaling the start of the 2025 Customer Inquiry
Period, which wraps up in April.

The Customer Inquiry Period is an important time for
property owners to check, compare, and review their
assessment for accuracy, fairness, and equity.

When you receive your notice, there’s a few things
you should do.

«  Review the details on your assessment notice.

+  Check what makes up your property’s
assessment value and compare it with similar
properties in your neighbourhood using our
property search function, found at Strathmore.
ca/Assessment

« Contact the Town’s assessor, Wildrose
Assessment Services, for one-on-one support by
calling 403-343-3357. Their property assessment
experts can answer most assessment related
questions with no formal complaint fees
required. To help address concerns, please have
your latest assessment notice in front of you
with the account number and validation group
information ready.

« If you disagree with your property’s assessment,
you can file a formal appeal with the
Assessment Review Board by the deadline
stated on your latest property assessment
notice. You can find information on this process
at Strathmore.ca/Assessment

Bored? We can fix that.

Join a board.

Boards and committees have always played an
important role in our community. If you're looking
for a way to make an impact, this is your chance

to get involved. The Town is currently accepting
applications for the following boards or committees.

«  Assessment Review Board - 1 position open.
«  Family and Community Support Services
Advisory Board - 2 positions open.

For questions about Volunteer Boards and
Committees, please email LSAdmin@strathmore.
ca or call 403-934-3133.

20

Strathmore

Rural Reimagined

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

Upcoming Council Meetings

February 18,2026 | 6 p.m.

March 4, 2026 | 6 p.m.
March 11,2026 | 6 p.m.

Come Say Hi

Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole

Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you're welcome
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample

public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

How will you get active?
Heart Month in Strathmore.

In Strathmore, building a healthy community means
supporting residents in living active lives at every
stage. Heart Month is a great opportunity to do just
that.

Join us for the fourth annual Heart Month Challenge
and make moving a priority this February. Here's
what to do:

«  Walk or swim as much as you can throughout
the month.

«  Track your distance with us.
« Beatlast year's distance of 3,227.29 km

Learn more about how to get active with the
Strathmore recreation team at Strathmore.ca/
StrathmoreHeartMonth.

Every donation matters.
Fourth Annual Food Drive.

Over the past three years, this community has
broken it's own record for amount of food donated
to the Wheatland Food Bank. In 2023, residents
donated 4,667 pounds of food. The total grew to
4,735 pounds in 2024, and in 2025, the drive collected
an impressive 5,456.15 pounds of food.

Let’s break the record for a fourth time.

The Strathmore Fire Department, joined by members
from RCMP, FCSS, Operations, Wheatland EMS, and
Municipal Enforcement, will be taking part in our
annual food drive for Wheatland Food Bank.

This year’s food drive runs from February 26th to
March 6th. Volunteers will be dropping bags off at
select neighborhoods on February 26th, and will
return to collect filled bags on March 6th.

If you didn’t get a bag but want to contribute, give
the Strathmore Fire Department a call at 403-934-
3022. items can also be dropped off at the Firehall
any day between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Good food, great food.
Get the Good Food Box.

The Good Food Box is a hon-profit organization
offering access to quality produce while ensuring
variety, freshness and affordability. This program is
accessible for everyone regardless of income level.
For more info, visit Strathmore.ca/GoodFoodBox

Bored? Join a board.

Multiple positions available.

Visit Strathmore.ca/BoardsandCommittees for more information.

Public notice to electors.
Borrowing Bylaw.

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Town

of Strathmore, in the Province of Alberta,
has given first reading to borrowing By-law
No. 26-02 which will, upon final passage
and approval, authorize the proper officers
of the said Town to borrow monies from a
Canadian Chartered Bank or the Government
of Alberta on the general credit and security
of the municipality, to pay for upgrades

to the Central Trunk Sewer located in
Strathmore, Alberta.

The total borrowing required for the
aforementioned project is $4,927,000. The
borrowing is to be repayable in monthly,
semi-annual, or annual equal payments of
combined principal and interest installments
not to exceed a repayment period of twenty-
five (25) years, at an interest rate as fixed
from time to time by the Canadian Chartered
Bank or other financial institution. The annual
rate of interest is not to exceed six percent
per annum (6.0%).

NOW THEREFORE NOTICE is hereby given

by the Council of the Town of Strathmore
that, unless a petition of the electors for a
vote on By-law No. 26-02 is demanded, as
provided for by the terms of Section 231 of the
Municipal Government Act, the said Council
may pass the said borrowing by-law.

All persons interested are hereby notified
and they are required to govern themselves
accordingly. The Bylaw can be viewed online
at Strathmore.ca or at the Strathmore
Municipal Building between the hours of 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

DATED at the Town of Strathmore, in the
Province of Alberta this 2Ind day of January
2026.

Per: Riley Brolly, CPA
Manager, Financial Planning, Budgeting &
Reporting

Information for Electors

Persuant to Section 1(o) of the Municipal
Government Act an “elector” means:

A person who is eligible to vote in the election
for a Councillor under the Local Authorities
Election Act.

Persuant to section 47(1) of the Local
Authorities Election Act a person is eligible to
vote in an election if they are:

« atleast18 years old;

« d Canadian citizen and;

+ hasresided in Alberta for the 6
consecutive months immediately
preceding election day and is resident in
the area on election day.

A poll may be demanded in the Town of

Strathmore by electors equal in number to at

least:

« in the case of a municipality other than
a summer village, by electors of the
municipality equal in number to at least
10% of the population and

« inthe case of a summer village, by 10% of
the electors of the summer village

In accordance with the provisions of section
223 of the Municipal Government Act and in
accordance with the provisions of section 251
of the Municipal Government Act.

The petition for a vote must be received by
the Chief Administrative Officer within 15 days
of the last publication of this notice and shall
contain on each page “an accurate and
identical statement of the purpose of the
petition”.

(Further requirements of the petition are
provided in section 224 of the Municipal
Government Act.)

Date of the last publication of this notice is
18th day of February 2026.




