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Shields to not

seek re-election

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Bow River Riding MP Martin Shields
announced Feb. 7 that he will not seek to
be re-elected in the next federal election.

Shields has served three terms as MP
for Bow River Riding, comprising the last
10 years of his career. Prior to this, he
served on Brooks city council for three
terms.

“I believe that other people should
have the opportunity to be in an elected
place, and so the same goes for being
an MP. I think it is a great riding full of
great people ... and other people should
have the opportunity to represent this
riding,” said Shields. “I am not dying of
any disease — I have often been asked
that ... there is wear and tear, no doubt
physically in doing this job because you
Hockey Day in G.A. spend a lot of time traveling and in the
riding, back and forth to Ottawa. I think
it comes down to, it is someone else’s
turn to know about the great people and
7 represent them in the Bow River Riding.”

STRATHMORE In total, the riding consists of nearly
120,000 residents, spanning across more
TIMES than 60 communities ranging from urban
Chestermere in the west to rural Linden,
Taber, and Tilley in the north, south, and

Address east, respectively.

129 2nd Avenue Shields explained among his accom-
Inside the plishments while serving as MP, was the
Strathmore unanimous passing of a private members
Business Centre bill in the House of Commons recogniz-
p ing farmers and ranchers as true stew-
@ ards and conservationists of the lands

Office Hours which they work on.
Monday-Thursday “That was something important to me
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. because I really believe that is what farm-

ers and ranchers are. They are our chief
stewards of the land, and in this riding,

Look on Page 12 for that is a significant factor,” he said. “Also,
Town of Strathmore in the House of Commons, I was able to :
Municipal Notices bring attention to the issues and speak H
Contact Us Today! about those issues that were important New Champlon
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MARTIN SHIELDS, MP
BOW RIVER
martin.shiel
Toll Free: 1-¢
www.martinshieldsbowriver.ca

KING CHARLES IIT CORONATION MEDAL
RECIPIENT: DONOVAN ARNAUD

Donovan Arnaud has shown exceptional dedication to Crown an Country through his
distinguished military and community service. He served 25 years in the Royal Canadian Navy,
commissioned as a Commander in 1972, and held senior roles, including as Senior Navy Aide-
De-Camp to Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn in the 1990s. Since 2009, Donovan has been
an active member of the Royal Canadian Legion, becooming President of Branch 10 in
Strathmore in 2022. Under his leadership, the Legion has strengthened its community and
veteran support.One of his key initiatives is the Buddy Check program, which grew from
seven to 40 participants. The program fosters camaraderie and connection among veterans,
ensuring they stay engaged and supported.Donovan’s commitment extends beyond the
Legion. He is active in local organizations like the Rotary Club and has served in roles such as
Councilor for North Grenville, Ontario, making him an exemplary advocate for veterans and

the community.

Martin Shields, MP

martin.shields@parl.gc.ca

KING CHARLES IIT CORONATION MEDAL
RECIPIENT: DR. JONI MCNEELY

Dr. Joni McNeely is a dedicated advocate for providing compassionate care to
seniors and expanding access to hospice services in rural communities. With a deep
commitment to ensuring that seniors receive the care and respect they deserve, Dr.
McNeeley has worked to bring awareness to the unique healthcare needs of aging
populations, especially in underserved areas.

Beyond her professional work, Dr. McNeeley volunteers her time and organizes
fundraising efforts to support the development of senior and hospice care
programs in her community. Her dedication and leadership have made a tangible
impact, improving the lives of countless families and ensuring that seniors receive

compassionate, dignified care.

Martin Shields, MP

martin.shields@parl.gc.ca

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

Alpine View Pet Spa hosted Furfest on Feb. 8 at the Strathore
Civic Centre. The family-friendly event featured a dog play
area, a market, face painting for kids and a pet kissing booth.

Joe Lepage Photos

Strathmore Library details
Impact of regular funding

shortages

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Municipal Library
has adjusted its operating hours, as
well as its programming in response
to the funding which has been made
available to them.

During the Town of Strathmore’s bud-
get deliberations, the library submitted
a community group funding request of
$425,698 of the town. Of this, $385,000
was approved to support library opera-
tions through 2025.

This represented a 0.98 per cent in-
crease in funding over last year.

“Our main goal with our funding re-
quest was to increase our staffing to
reach an essential level as identified in
the Alberta Government’s Best Practi-
ces for Public Libraries document,” said
Ann Horn, chair of the library board.
“We are currently staffed just under six
full-time employees and the essential
level for our population is 7.2 full-time
employees. More staffing would allow
us to offer more programs. We are not
yet able to meet the community’s need
for early literacy programming.”

Horn added additional staffing would
allow the library to offer a broader ran-
ge of programs for patrons of all ages
and maintain a greater presence within
the local community.

In order to avoid cutting hours from
existing library staff, the library has
elected to not fill vacant positions for
2025. Additionally, a priority has been
given to bringing staff wages up to
meet averages in comparable libraries.

During the town’s 2025 budget de-
liberations, Coun. Melissa Langmaid,
who also sits on the library board, in-
dicated 81 per cent of the library’s bud-
get is utilized to finance employee wa-
ges and associated expenses.

In order to maintain the library’s
ongoing agreement with the Marigold
Library System, 11 per cent of the bud-
get is transferred there.

Costs to the library are rising more
quickly than regular funding allowan-
ces. Similarly, use of the library and its
resources continues to grow on an an-
nual basis. Throughout 2024, the libra-
ry hosted nearly 64,000 visitors who
utilized their services, and/ or partici-
pated in programs.

The library now closes its doors to
the public at 4 p.m. on Mondays, in
addition to being closed entirely on
Mondays during the summer months.

The facility will continue to remain
open until 8 p.m. on Tuesdays through
Thursdays.

Additionally, the library will be clo-
sed on the Saturdays of long weekends,
as those occasions typically do not see
heavy traffic in the facility.

“We are doing our best to meet com-
munity needs as much as possible whi-
le facing the reality that our costs are
rising more quickly than our funding,”
said Horn. “We have adjusted program-
ming, prioritizing literacy-based pro-
grams. The public might notice fewer
one-off programs on Flex Fridays and a
reduction in other non-literacy focused
programs.”

While the board is actively engaged
in fundraising efforts to supplement
the library’s finances, Horn added it
is not a reliable source of revenue for
operating costs.

An ideal scenario would see fundrai-
sing revenue directed towards extras
such as a self-checkout station, new
shelving and furniture, upgrading tech-
nology and computers, or to be spent
on program supplies.

The library reported throughout
2024, a total of $9,288.83 was raised
through individual fundraising initiati-
ves and general donations.

The idea of establishing a memoran-
dum of agreement between the town
and the library board for a more con-
sistent funding model in future years
was suggested during the town’s bud-
get deliberations, though has not yet
been explored further.

“We always appreciate attending
Community Delegation Night. There
are so many worthy organizations in
Strathmore working very hard to make
the community better, and it is a won-
derful opportunity to celebrate our
community partners,” added Horn. “We
were grateful to receive the support we
did from the town, knowing that they
have so many opportunities to invest
in the community with limited funds
available.”

For those who are interested in hel-
ping out at the library or contribu-
ting to the facility, the team is always
looking for more volunteers.

Through 2025, the library will be
working on a new plan of service to
determine their direction for the next
three to five years. Community input
will be solicited for this, and the team
hopes to hear from as many members
of the local community as possible.
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Delegation to council discusses need
for more local housing, affordable

housing solutions

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A public delegation which presented before
Town of Strathmore council during the Feb. 5 re-
gular meeting, brought the issue of local afforda-
ble housing to the attention of councillors.

“Strathmore is a beautiful, vibrant, growing
community. Unfortunately, we do have an affor-
dable housing issue,” said Nell McDonald who
presented before council. “Strathmore boasts 10
schools and what feels like a playground every
single block. We have programs for children of all
ages, and these programs continue to grow and
thrive. This attracts a lot of families to the area.”

McDonald described a “desperate” need for
affordable housing for families, citing that hers,
among many others in town are barely able to
afford their rent, despite operating two full-time
income households.

She suggested that housing has been an issue
in Strathmore for roughly the last decade, parti-
cularly as growing costs of living largely outpace
wage increases.

“My husband and I, like many families in Stra-
thmore, we both work full time. There is no reas-
on why we should not be able to afford a rental.
However, the cheapest one on the market that I
can find right now is a two-bedroom for $1,800
a month that is not including utilities,” she said.
“Other two-bedroom places are going for any-
where between $1,800 and $2,500 a month and
that is not including utilities.”

She explained for many families, commuting to
and from Calgary or other municipalities every
day for work is simply not an affordable option.

Adding to the problem, she described a lack

of local jobs in town outside of those offering
minimum wages or, for those who have obtained
post-secondary education credentials, are outside
of their respective fields of study.

“It is very frustrating to our family, as well as
many others that housing would be the reason
that we would have to leave Strathmore ... we are
spending two thirds of our income on rent alone.
With two growing children and with the cost of
living increasing, the ability to save any money to
buy a house is a pipe dream,” she said. “We need
solutions for the lower income families. Commu-
ting to and from Calgary every day for work is
not a solution. Some families like mine only have
one vehicle. Some families have no vehicle. Most
cannot afford to commute.”

For families who can find housing outside of
Strathmore that they are able to afford, McDonald
added it does not present a fix for the local issue.

A particular emphasis was placed on the re-
quirement for families to pull their children from
their schools and into new placement, should
they be required to vacate Strathmore in order to
find housing within their budgetary constraints.

“This council has worked really hard in the
last few years to find more housing and we have
three different multi-unit projects in different sta-
ges of development,” said Mayor Pat Fule. “We
are working toward it; it is in our strategic plan
for the rest of our term and we have been all
pulling together with our administration and our
planning department and infrastructure depart-
ment.”

As the presentation was considered a delega-
tion, no further discussion or debate was hos-
ted on the topic. The delegation was accepted by
council as information.

County declines invitation to attend regional

collaboration meeting

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

During the Feb. 4, regular meeting, Wheatland
County council voted to decline an invitation from
the Town of Strathmore to attend a regional colla-
boration meeting.

The invitation from the Town of Strathmore, da-
ted Jan. 27, indicated the town would like to host
a meeting with the county, as well as with repre-
sentation from the Villages of Hussar, Rockyford,
and Standard, on Feb. 26, at the Strathmore Civic
Center.

Coun. Glenn Koester had motioned for the
county to attend the collaboration meeting, which
was supported solely by Coun. Rick Laursen.

“This is a collaboration meeting and especially
with all the development coming into the county,
annexations, and it is ... a regional collaboration
meeting ... I think it is vital that the county is part
of this planning initiative,” said Koester. “We just
passed a $10 million pipeline to take water to the
area, we are still looking for water for another
development in the area and I believe Strathmore
was one of the asks to get the water from. I think
it is crucial (to attend).”

Coun. Donna Biggar said she would like to see a
specified agenda put forward regarding a meeting
of this nature before the county agrees to attend.
This sentiment was supported by Coun. Shannon
Laprise.

Coun. Biggar and Coun. Laprise added the coun-
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ty has just recently concluded the successful deve-
lopment of an Intermunicipal Development Plan,
and Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework with
the Town of Strathmore and are satisfied with the
communication between the municipalities.

Koester pointed out despite the IDP and ICF
frameworks established with the Town of Stra-
thmore, the Villages of Hussar, Rockyford, and
Standard were also invited to the meeting, with
which the county has not established such plans
alongside.

“We can work individually with each of the vil-
lages and with Strathmore very easily. We have
got requests from different villages for different
things that we can address one on one,” said
Laprise. “Given the reasoning for not attending, I
think we still have collaborative relationships with
all of them, just separately.”

Koester expressed concern regarding the mes-
sage it would send from the county regarding
their refusal to attend such a meeting.

“The least we can do is show up and collaborate
and be there and be in attendance ... this feud has
been going on for nearly three years. The villages
have asked the county to come and speak with
them and the county will not move ... it will pro-
bably last until the next election,” he said.

The invitation to attend the town’s regional col-
laboration meeting was defeated 5-2 against, with
Koester and Laursen being the only councilors in
support of attending.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Racquet sport group (abbr.)
4. Norse god of thunder
8. Russian industrial city

25. Baby’s dining accessory
26. Canadian beer distributor
27. Iconic American tourist

10. What’s good for the destination

11. Round-ish shape 34. More expansive

12. Baltimore MLBer 35. Alert

13. French modernist painter 36. Popular boots Doc
15. Burned with water 37. Showings

16. Intestinal issue 38. Conclusion

17. Take the lead 39. Share a common boundary
18. Prove oneself worthy 40. Shooting sport

21. None 41. Popular side dish

22. Tax collector 42. Global energy firm
23. Swiss river 43. Chronicles (abbr.)

24. Gymnast Raisman

CLUES DOWN
1. Type of bomb 20. Space station
2. Polynesian island country 23. Disorder
3. Heavenly body 24. State of fuss
4. Hard workers 25. Footwear for babies
5. Covered 26. Nuclear reactor (abbr.)
6. Johns Hopkins Hospital founder27. Droves
7. Plant of the grass family 28. Affirmative
9. Island person of the Bering Sea 29. Male parent
10. Storehouse 30. Utter obscenities
12. Scarlet-flowered desert shrub  31. Type of verse
14. A pituitary hormone 32. Unpleasant person
15. Female sibling 33. One who settles down

17. Monetary unit of Afghanistan
19. Empowering

34. Founder of source-based history
36. A way to snarl

STRATHMORE WHEATLAND

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $715.

Call1-888-411-0205 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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Hopeful concert

Chase Morgan brought his soul-
ful voice to the Hope Bridges
Community Concert Series on
Feb. 4 at Hope Community Cov-
enant Church where he serenad-
ed the audience with a mix of
cherished classics and heartfelt
originals. Joined by the Music
Discovery class, led by accred-
ited music therapist Kate Ager,
Chase’s set featured familiar fa-
vourites over the course of the
afternoon concert.

Melissa Piche Photos

Strathmore RCMP make arrest

ALBERTA RCMP

On Jan. 9, at approximately 12:25 a.m., Strathmore RCMP
was on patrol in Strathmore’s industrial park when they no-
ted a silver Mercedes Benz SUV parked in the middle of
Slater Road with the brake lights illuminated. The officer ac-
tivated their emergency lights which did not illicit a reacti-
on from the driver. Further examination revealed the vehicle
was stolen and believed to be involved in several property
crimes in the Calgary area. Additional members were called
for assistance to box the vehicle in, and a tire deflation de-
vice was placed in front of the rear wheels to prevent the
vehicle from fleeing.

The driver eventually woke up when officers issued com-
mands. The vehicle rolled forward across the tire deflation
device, flattening both rear tires, before stopping. The driver
eventually complied and exited the vehicle and he was taken
into custody.

A search of the vehicle located a sawed-off shotgun in the
backseat with ammunition affixed to the buttstock. The ve-
hicle was also filled with stolen property including tools, se-
veral pieces of identification, financial documents, vehicle re-
gistration/insurance documents, several sets of vehicle keys,
break in instruments, a prohibited weapon, and bear spray.

Anthony Favel (25), of no fixed address, has been charged

with 24 offences, including:

* Operate a motor vehicle without insurance;
* Operate a motor vehicle while unauthorized,
* Faijlure to comply with a probation order (x2);

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Bivd.
1-888-506-1066 ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright
Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM
www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com
God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and
distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland
Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
ANGLICAN
Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd.  587-727-0649
Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm
strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue
403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces
Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:
WWW.SMOreuc.com
Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time
of worship

= e e —— ——
' STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL ‘
ADVENTIST CHURCH CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive e 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 10:30 am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland © 403-991-6143
Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY
COVENANT CHURCH
245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424
Pastor: Heidi Wiebe
Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. e 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services - 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore
403-934-2641 www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com
Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month -
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY
3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494  www.c3connect.ca
Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson
Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.
C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

W

* Identity Theft (x2);

* Flight from Peace Officer;

* Possession of break-in instruments;

* Possession of a firearm while unau-
thorized;

* Possession of a prohibited weapon
(x2);

* Possession of a firearm with ammu-
nition while unauthorized;

* Possession of property obtained by
crime (x11);

* Possession of a firearm contrary to
prohibition order

Further charges may be laid as the
investigation continues. After a Judicial
Interim Release Hearing, Favel was re-
manded into custody with a court date
of Feb. 4. At the time of his arrest, Favel
was wanted on a warrant out of Calga-
ry, he was bound by a probation order
issued as a result of convictions on 10
other criminal offences and has an ex-
tensive criminal history.

“This investigation highlights the ef-
fort of Southern Alberta RCMP criminal
analyst efforts to identify crime series
in the Calgary Urban Area, timely dis-
semination of information to front line
members, and in this case, the diligen-
ce of Strathmore RCMP to detect, deter,
and prevent crime,” said Staff Sergeant
Mark Wielgosz, the Detachment Com-
mander of the Strathmore RCMP. “It
also serves as a reminder for our re-
sidents to remain vigilant in keeping
their property and businesses secure
with the periodic presence of area of-
fenders.”

Bow River
Riding to
have new MP

Continued from Page 1

He added his advice to the incom-
ing MP is that each of the communities
which comprise the riding are impor-
tant, from big to small.

“Whether it is Chestermere or whether
it is Milo, Swalwell, Taber, all communi-
ties are important. Making sure that you
spend time in those communities and
meeting people in those communities
from the largest to small, they are all im-
portant,” he said. “Get to know the com-
munities in the riding and spend time
in them whether it is a July 1 parade in
a large community or a Remembrance
Day ceremony ... to the March 17 pa-
rade ... all of those things are important
in communities. Do not sit in an office
somewhere and wait for people to come
visit you.”

Following the end to his term, Shields
said he intends to be a regular Brooks
community citizen and spend time vol-
unteering with organizations such as the
local Rotary Club.
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Wheatland Kings finish second
In regular season

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings have reclaimed second
place in the Southern Divison, defeating both the Medicine
Hat Cubs, and the Coaldale Copperheads in the last games of
the regular season.

“Medicine Hat was in (Strathmore) on Friday, and we knew
this was the big one. If we won, and we beat Coaldale, we
could get second place ... if we lost, we knew there was no
possible way for us to get second,” said Doug Raycroft, head
coach of the Wheatland Kings. “It was a really close game for
a while. We pulled away from them in the third. It was a great
game and we played really well.”

By the end of the second period versus Medicine Hat, the
Kings were up 3-2. Throughout the third period, Kyle Wool-
ridge leveled the score with a power play goal against the
Kings. In the last eight minutes of the game, the Kings ran
away with four unanswered goals for the win.

On the road in Coaldale, the Kings took control of the
game early, scoring three goals in the first, and another two
in the third. Only two goals were yielded to their hosts over
the course of the game.

“Coaldale is a tough, physical team and their rink is pretty
small. Whenever you go there, you know it is going to be a
tough, physical game and they really pressure,” said Raycroft.
“We were missing a couple of defensemen, so that was one
of the things we really had to contain.”

Having finished the regular season in second place in the
division with a 27-10-1 record, the Kings have earned home
ice advantage for their playoff series against Medicine Hat.

The series will be a best of five, beginning in Strathmore,
Feb. 22, and counts as being the second round of the playof-
fs. Both the Kings, the Cubs and first place Okotoks placed
high enough in the regular season to earn a first-round bye.

“At (this) time of the year, you just really want to go
through any last minute preparations for things that you are
going to be doing against the team you are playing. For us,
it is just making sure we are sharp and all of our defensive
structures that we do are in place and the guys are focused,”
said Raycroft. “We get four more practices in here to get us
ready. It is nice to have the bye so that some of our players
who are injured can heal up a little bit and then it is just an
all out battle against a good team.”

Last season set a new franchise record for the Kings, with
a total 39 points accumulated over the course of the regular
season. This translated to 18 wins and 17 losses.

Raycroft attributed some of the team’s success this season

Chantelle

de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore
403-962-0126

129 2nd Avenue
\ Strathmore, AB T1P1K1

Chestermer@iStrathmore@assembly.ab.ca

The Arga Risk Wheatland Kings capped off their regular season with a pair
of pivotal wins, including a 7-3 triumph over the Medicine Hat Cubs on Feb.
7 at the Strathmore Family Centre. Joe Lepage Photos

to achieve such a dramatic new height to significantly less
injuries and illnesses picking apart his roster.

Additionally, he explained, the team has extra depth at all
positions this season, making them a tougher team to play
against.

P‘]ETAK 1//8

DISTRIBUTING LTD

Seeking All Makes and
Types of Firearms and
Ammunition

Estates and Large Collections Welcome
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for
transportation and verification

call TONY 403.519.7250 or email
info@metakdistributing.com

403-934-3334

PLAYOFF HOME GAMES

Saturday, February 22
-spmVS Medicine Hat

Wednesday, February 26
-8pm VS Medicine Hat
[ J

Strathmore
Family Centre
- Gold Arena

R
T ,Nec  PLAYER OF
THE GAME

Feb 7
Trey Kam

Feb 8
Rhett Harten
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YOUR WEEKLY
. HEALTH ADVICE

; Gord Morck Pharmacist
Capsule Comments

As men age, the prostate becomes a concern.
Because this troublesome gland is so near the
urinary tract, here are some symptoms that
may signify a prostate problem: a) frequent or
difficult urination; b) urgent urination during
the day; c) getting up frequently at night to uri-
nate; d) dribbling for several minutes after uri-
nating. Concerned? Check with your doctor.

Is it safe to drink alcohol while breastfeed-
ing? The amount of alcohol in breast milk is
proportional to the amount in the blood. Stud-
ies have shown that if blood levels are below
the legal limit and the mother waits at least two
hours after a drink to breastfeed, there is no
harm to the baby. However, refraining from
alcohol during pregnancy is still a rule to be
followed.

Apple is saying their new Series 10 watch can
detect sleep apnea in wearers. The watch uses
an accelerometer to monitor small movements
in the wrist that are associated with breathing
disturbances during sleep. A clinical study of
nearly 1500 participants found that the watch
could accurately detect sleep apnea 66% of the
time. Sleep apnea is a serious health problem.
The watch doesn’t replace getting professional
help if you feel you have the problem.

According to a new survey, almost 18% of
Canadian residential properties have radon
levels above Health Canada guidelines. Ra-
don exposure is a cause of a greater risk of
lung cancer in both smokers and non-smokers.
Some cities have radon-testing devices avail-
able so if radon is elevated where you live, get
aradon-tester to check the levels in your home.

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm
Sat: 9-6 pm * Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore

132 - 2nd Ave.
Strathmore
Ph: 403-934-3122

Cet the latest new products, special savings,
contests and more sent directly to your
email. Sign up today for the
Value Drug Mart E-letter.

888-934-4434

CANADA ¥

STRATHMORE 4
MOTOR PRODUCTS &

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1976

www.StrathmoreMotors.com

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You
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PRE-OWNED
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GENUINE PARTS
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Locals concerned for future of critical wetland and wildlife habitat

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Bird Sanctuary Initiative presented as a de-
legation before Town of Strathmore council during the Feb.
5 regular meeting to discuss the preservation of the natural
area west of Thomas Drive, and north of the Strathmore Mu-
nicipal Library.

The area in question contains trees planted by Harry Free-
man in the 1940s and has been a Ducks Unlimited project
since 1947.

Seymour Pacific Developments aims to construct 147

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
WORKING WITH STUDENTS?

RIVERBEND HUTTERITE COLONY SCHOOL
IS IN NEED OF
AN EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT
(PALLISER SCHOOL DIVISION)

Hours
8:50 am to 3:20 pm (Monday to Thursday)
8:50 am to 1:30 pm (Fridays)

Primary Duties: Work with small groups of grade 1 to 3 students
For more information or to apply visit:

https://www.pallisersd.ab.ca/hr/career-opportunities
Rob.vanSpronsen@Pallisersd.ab.ca (Colony School Principal)

- WHEATLAND

apartments across two buildings at Eagle Heights,
clearing away the heritage forest in order to do so.

“The wetland in question, ST19, it has been
identified as an environmentally significant wet-
land because of its high species diversity,” said
Denis Manzer, addressing council. “This is a wet-
land that a lot of species have their babies, but we
also have in that forest there, great horned owls,
great blue herons, red tailed hawks, Swainson’s
hawks — that forest is actually part of why that
wetland is so diverse because it has a lot of habi-
tats for bird species in the trees.”

The Town of Strathmore maintains a local policy
citing the protection of wetlands, such that “no
development shall be permitted within 30 meters
of the ‘legal bank’ of a permanent and naturally
occurring wetland or such greater distance deter-
mined necessary by a qualified wetland aquatic
environment specialist.”

Trumpeter Swans, which are identified federally
as a protected species, also frequent the area.

Under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, Pro-
hibition 5.1 (1) no person or vessel shall deposit
a substance that is harmful to migratory birds, or
permit such a substance to be deposited, in waters
or an area frequented by migratory birds or in a
place from which the substance may enter such
waters or an area.

Common pollutants found in parking lots in-
clude automotive grease, gasoline, heavy metals,
sediment, fertilizers and pesticides, and trash de-
posited by users.

“We do have a vision that this place could be
turned into such a really cool place for the Town
of Strathmore to build a bird sanctuary, an inter-
pretive center, bird observatory ... this would be a
great place for education, bringing school groups;
this a very valuable thing for young people to go
see the birds,” said Manzer. “Birding is a multimil-
lion-dollar industry. When people come here to
Strathmore, they (could) go visit the bird sanctu-
ary; they are going to spend money at the local
businesses; it is going to be a huge boost.”

During the regular meeting, council did not
open the floor to discussion or debate regarding
presentations and only accepted what the delega-
tion had to say as information.

March 4, 2025 | 9 a.m.
March 11, 2025 | 9 a.m.

“ COUNTY

Simon Metke, who presented before council al-
ongside Manzer, said to see an old growth forest
as old as the one in question on the prairies is a
rare and valuable site, particularly as this one is a
prominent wildlife corridor.

He added though additional housing in Strath-
more is something that is necessary and becoming
increasingly so, this location is not the space to
put it.

“We are 100 per cent behind the whole concept
of affordable housing. This developer has stated
that 10 per cent of the units will be affordable
housing for the first 10 years, (but) there is not
real definition of, what does ‘affordable housing’
mean to who,” he said. “There is lots of room to
expand for more affordable housing. Destroying
Strathmore’s super valuable biodiverse nature as-
set for affordable housing and cramming more
density in, that is not improving quality of life.”

In addition to being host to local and migratory
bird species, the wetland also shelters amphibi-
ans such as frogs and salamanders, among other
aquatic species.

Their ultimate goal is for the town to turn the
location into a protected environmental area.

“We are requesting that a stop to any further
permits, even though they already have their de-
molition permit, but a stop for any more advan-
cement of doing anything to this land, especially
until a proper qualified environmental assessment
has been done and the province is involved,” said
Metke. “If this goes through and this gets destroy-
ed, there is no going back from that. It is a 100 per
cent loss; it devalues the properties in the neig-
hborhood around here; it is going to very much
disturb the old folks homes on either side of Park
Lane Way, Park Lane Place and Lambert Village.”

In order to aid in raising public awareness to-
wards preserving the wetland, a Strathmore Bird
Sanctuary Initiative Facebook group has been
founded. The group is open to the public for any-
one wishing to learn more and get involved.

For those either not on Facebook or not desiring
to participate in social media, Metke is encoura-
ging anyone who wishes to help or learn more
to email them (strathmorebirdsanctuary@gmail.
com).

Upcoming Meetings

February 18, 2025 | 9 a.m. Council Meeting

Council Meeting
Municipal Planning Commission

Council and committee meetings are open to the public in person and via

teleconference. To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when
prompted. You can also watch the meetings later on YouTube. Agenda packages
are available on our website. For public hearings, it is best to attend in person.

Farmer Pesticide Certificate Course

Wheatl:

When: March 6, 2025, 8:30am - 5:30pm

Where: Wheatland County
Administration Office:
242006 HWY #1 & RR 243

Cost: $100 + tax (lunch included)

Instructors:

Dr. BillHamman & Erin Mcllwraith
Register before February 28 at: A LI & Porestry Website;
https://2025pest.eventbrite.com

For more information contact:
Albert.Anderson@wheatlandcounty.ca  day.

Note: Recertification is no longer an option, the
course must be re-taken every 5 years.

many years.

Administration Office

The Farmer Pesticide Certification course is a tool
intended to help farmers to reduce risks associated with
pesticide use. This course is recommended under the
Alberta Environmental Farm Plan, but is also mandatory
for farmers who wish to use restricted pesticides that
require certification such as Aluminum phosphide.

Online home study of the course would be beneficial.
The online training is located at the following link or
simply search Farmer Pesticide Training on the Alberta

www.alberta.ca/farmer-pesticide-certificate.aspx
The Certificate will be sent to you by Alberta Agriculture
after successfully passing a closed book exam at end of

Dr. Bill Hamman and Erin Mcllwraith are certified |
trainers who has been teaching pesticide application i‘
legislation, applicator and environmental safety for

OPEN HOUSE
| MEETING

Frff| TUESDAY

[Co,  February 25, 2026
o-: STARTS AT
C 700 PM

LOCATION

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

@ O in X

A7y pp coun T

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, ABT1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty

Carseland Alberta

Carseland Cammurity Hall
330 Rallway Avenue W
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Floral honour

The Wheatland Wranglers U18 female hockey team wrapped up their regular season home schedule
with a 7-3 win over Windermere on Feb. 8 at the Strathmore Family Centre. They also honoured the
graduating players who finished their minor hockey career. The graduating players are Emma Breaker
(I-r), Dina Abdallah, Tameka Brough, Grayson Backfat, Rylee Potiuk, Kamryn Shorhen and Ali Edwards.

Joe Lepage Photo

Home finale

The Strathmore U19B ringette team capped of their
regular season with a home game versus the Leth-
bridge Rattlers on Feb. 8 at the Strathmore Family
Centre.

Joe Lepage Photos

Strathmore to host U11AA, U18 provincial tournaments

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore is soon to see an influx of
travelers coming into town, as both the
U11AA Wheatland Hawks, and the U18
Wheatland Wranglers Female Hockey
teams are both preparing to host their
respective provincial championships.

“This is the first year that Wheatland
Athletic Association has taken on the
U11AA division for Hockey Alberta,
and it is also the inaugural season for
U11AA provincial championships, so
this is the first time that this has ever
happened,” said Jodi Koester, chairper-
son for the U11AA Hockey Alberta Pro-
vincial Championships. “We were fortu-
nate enough to win the bid to host this,
and it is a tournament that starts on
Thursday, March 27, and ends with the
final game being on Sunday, March 30.”

This is the first year the Wheatland
Athletic Association has taken over
operations for the U11AA team. Pre-
viously, it was overseen by the Strath-

more Minor Hockey Association.

Koester explained this Wheatland Ha-
wks team consists of nine- and 10-ye-
ar-old boys from across Wheatland
County, as well as a few players from
municipalities such as Drumbheller, Sik-
sika Nation, and Chestermere.

“It is a very diverse group of kids who
may have battled against each other in
previous minor hockey teams in their
youth and now they have joined forces
to play together and they have done a
tremendous job of that,” she said. “They
have really bonded together as a group
of young boys and grown together as a
team, and it is so fun to watch them on
the ice. Obviously, they do not win all
of their games, but the games they do
win are magical.”

Hockey Alberta requires the Wheat-
land Athletic Association to operate a
legacy project, thus any money gene-
rated through the tournament beyond
covering costs are required to be rein-
vested into the community in a project
tied to local hockey.

Strathmore Minor Hockey to host
annual U7/U9 tournament

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore Minor Hockey is hosting
their annual U7/U9 tournament throug-
hout the Family Day weekend with 500
athletes anticipated to be participating.

Kendra Toovey, tournament coor-
dinator for Strathmore Minor Hockey,
explained teams will be coming into
Strathmore from across central and
southern Alberta.

“We will be running five U9 divisions,
and a junior and a senior U7 division.
Within that, we are also including the
Wheatland Wranglers ... so we have a
couple of all-female team divisions as
well for U9,” she said. “It used to be just
a single day tournament, but we expan-
ded it because we had so much interest
in teams attending. It is also a fundrai-
sing opportunity for Strathmore Minor
Hockey and a great way for people to
come and visit our community.”

With approximately 500 athletes
scheduled to participate, this is the
largest event of the year for the orga-
nization in terms of sheer numbers of
participants.

Two other tournaments are hosted by
Strathmore Minor Hockey throughout a
given year — one being in November for
the Ul3s, and one in January for the
Ulls.

“This is definitely one of our biggest
fundraisers of the year, as all of our
tournaments are fundraisers for Strath-
more Minor Hockey. We are a volun-

teer board and volunteer-run organiza-
tion and are a very dedicated group of
people who love the game of hockey,”
said Toovey. “We will be hosting a raf-
fle table, we have lots of great donati-
ons from the hockey families, as well
as the community businesses, and we
really try to support local and we have
to buy prizes for the raffle. We will also
be hosting a triple threat draw and a
50/50.

Toovey explained all of the funds rai-
sed over the course of the tournament
go back to the association to help with
various costs.

Between the three tournaments ho-
sted by Strathmore Minor Hockey, the
overall goal is to raise approximately
$20,000 on an annual basis to support
operations and the athletes.

For many of the participants, this
provincial tournament represents their
first opportunity to compete and expe-
rience an event of this magnitude.

“When they get out on the ice and re-
ally showcase their skills, they get very,
very excited about it and they have a
chance to win an MVP or a Heart and
Hustle award during the games,” ex-
plained Toovey. “And then of course,
everybody gets a medal at the end just
to recognize their participation and
keep that memory alive.”

Games will be taking place at both
the Strathmore Family Centre and the
Standard Arena in order to help mana-
ge numbers and play as many teams as
possible over the course of the event.

Proceeds generated from this year’s
provincial tournament will go towards
an outdoor ice rink, as well as to con-
tribute towards dressing rooms which
would be usable both by patrons of the
outdoor rink in the winter, and football
teams in the fall.

Koester estimated it will take ap-
proximately $20,000 in order to be able
to effectively host the tournament. Fi-
nancing is being sought through spon-
sorships to help cover costs.

Volunteers are also needed throug-
hout the weekend to aid with raffle
tables, event entry, and game time an-
nouncements.

Koester may be contacted at U11AAp-
rovincials@gmail.com for more infor-
mation regarding the upcoming tour-
nament.

Meanwhile, the U18 Wheatland
Wranglers female team will be hosting
their provincial championships, come
March 20-23.

Jodi Vanderlaan, manager for the U18
Wheatland Wranglers, said this is only

Very high yielding
Excellent standability

the second year the team has existed.

“We are trying to grow the girls pro-
gram, so it will be exciting to host a
completely female hockey tournament
here in Strathmore. That has not hap-
pened here (before),” she said. “We take
girls from the Wheatland area including
Chestermere, Brooks Drumbheller,
then we have Siksika, Strathmore and
surrounding area. It has grown quite a
bit this year even from last year.”

Like that of the U11AA tournament,
any excess funding raised to host the
tournament effectively beyond what is
required is to be put back into the local
community.

Of the teams which will be participa-
ting, the host team gets a bye which en-
ters them automatically. The rest of the
tournament consists of divisional cham-
pions from across the province and two
wildcard teams.

Tickets for the event will be available
at the doors of the Strathmore Family
Centre over the course of the tourna-
ment weekend.

L1
¥

Flourishing Future,
Unrivaled FHB Resistance Globally

The right practices, and custom strategies, all tailored to

S7 FPGenelics

Visit fpgenetics.ca forour 2025 Seed Guide . Call
877.791.1045 to speak with a Territory Manager.

Growers thrive.
Breeders innovate.
Communities prosper.

Tho

meet individual needs.

ﬂ Financing Available.

FARMING WINS.
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Hockey heroes
in Gleichen

Former NHL player Morris Lukowich (far
right) shares a moment with young Grey
Wetherell (7) during the Hockey Day in GA
4-on-4 pond hockey tournament on Satur-
day, Feb.8. Over 80 kids from across south- §
ern Alberta took part in the annual event cel-
ebrating the love of the game.

Melissa Piche Photos

Home cooking

' The Holy Cross Collegiate Hawks senior girls’ basket-
ball team hosted their home tournament Feb.7-8 at
the school. The Hawks defeated Our Lady of Snows,
Rundle Academy and Strathcona-Tweedsmuir to
claim the gold medal at their home tourney.

Joe Lepage Photos

" WOOD LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA ©® K] @.AKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

YOUR DREAM
HOME AWAITS

A NEW LAKE
COMMUNITY IS RISING

Embrace lakeside living. Build your dream home in
our peaceful lakefront community, a truly exceptional
location. Partner with our trusted builders
to bring your vision to life.

DON'T MISS A BEAT!
STAY TUNED TO OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR THE LATEST NEWS ON OUR
EXCITING LAKE COMMUNITY

Revved up concert

The Arts on 817 presented ReMix: Powered by REVV52 on Feb. 8 at the Strathmore United Church.
The group featured 13 singers who were assembled to bring the incredible vocal power and beautifully

blended harmonies of REVV52.

Joe Lepage Photos

Lakewood of Strathmore
announces donation commitment
to Strathmore Overnight Shelter

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

As part of the newly coined Lake-
wood Growth and Giving Initiative, La-
kewood of Strathmore is announcing
the Strathmore Overnight Shelter to be
the donation recipient from the next
phase of the community’s develop-
ment.

Last year, Lakewood of Strathmore
partnered with #NotInMyCity, dona-
ting $1,000 from each lot sale through
their Phase 2A, totaling $46,000.

“Part of understanding the needs
and our commitment to community is
also being involved with them at the
ground level. We have been working
with the Strathmore Overnight Shel-
ter for many years, helping in various
ways, whether it is volunteering, digi-
tal aspects, or even supplying different
community items, needs, and whatnot,”
said Scott Silva, director of sales and
marketing for Lakewood of Strathmore.
“What really brought our attention to
them this year is their need and de-
mand for growth based on the growth
of the town. Where these funds are ac-
tually proposed to go is obviously at
the shelter’s discretion, but focusing on
a renovation and a redevelopment of
the current facility.”

Silva added this is tied in with other
grants and fundraising the Strathmore
Overnight Shelter is looking to receive.

In Phase 2B of Lakewood of Strath-
more’s development, there are 76 lots
available, and the team is once again
committed to donating $1,000 per lot
sold.

“It will make a huge impact because
we are going to put a partial second
story over the church sanctuary becau-

se it goes up really high, and it will
open up space for a private office, for
storage — people come in and there is
nowhere for them to put their things —
we just do not have that kind of space,”
said Elizabeth Karp, executive director
of the Strathmore Overnight Shelter.
“It will open up where we can move
things out of the current area, so we
can open up our dining room a little
bit more as well because we are pretty
tight for space in that area too.”

Karp estimated the total cost of the
renovation will be in the realm of
$150,000, according to current cost
estimates. She explained it would be
something that would simply not be
possible without the level of support
being made possible by Lakewood of
Strathmore.

As the available space for backend
operations expands, so too would the
shelter’s ability to take people in, ra-
ther than have people living out of
their vehicles.

“It is cold and people are freezing —
we could throw extra mats in the com-
mon area, so it will expand our ability
to do that so nobody freezes to death
out there,” said Karp. “It does not mean
they will be staying there for any length
of time, but during cold spells like that,
it certainly relieves some pressure in
every area. If we can throw some mats
on the floor even, just to get people in,
out of the cold temporarily while the
weather is bad.”

Silva added he aims for Lakewood’s
contribution to be a community growth
and giving initiative as opposed to pri-
oritizing sales.

More information about the initiative
is being made available online through
Lakewood of Strathmore.
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All Albertans deserve opportunities

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Alberta’s government believes that
Albertans with disabilities should not
have to choose between receiving sup-
port and pursuing a meaningful career.
All Albertans have incredible potential
and deserve opportunities to thrive in
the workforce without jeopardizing the
benefits they rely on. In response to
this need, Alberta’s government is lau-
nching the Alberta Disability Assistance
Program (ADAP) in July 2026.

Albertans with disabilities should not
be penalized for finding rewarding em-
ployment. Every dollar they earn on a
paycheck should be helping to make
them better off, not threatening their
access to the medication they need.
Recognizing the importance of employ-
ment for those who are able to work
but still require support, ADAP will al-
low individuals to earn more while con-
tinuing to receive financial benefits, fe-
aturing the highest earning exemptions
of any program to date.

ADAP will also ensure that all partici-
pants receive necessary health benefits
regardless of their employment income.
This means more Albertans with disa-
bilities can experience the benefits of
employment, such as financial indepen-
dence, skill development, and social
connection. Beyond financial and he-
alth benefits, ADAP will provide access
to resources and tools designed to help
individuals develop new skills and re-
ach their full potential.

ADAP was developed based on exten-
sive consultation with Albertans with
disabilities, who stressed the need for
individualized pathways to employment

rather than a one-size-fits-all approach.
Starting in July 2026, disability income
assistance applicants will be assessed
for both ADAP and the longstanding
Assured Income for the Severely Handi-
capped (AISH) program, ensuring each
applicant is placed in the program best
suited to their unique situation.

To make the application process
more efficient and accessible, appli-
cants will be connected with a roster
of pre-qualified medical professionals
for comprehensive assessments. A new
review panel of medical professionals
will also be established to streamline
approvals and better understand appli-
cants’ needs. These enhancements will
ensure that Albertans with disabilities
receive the support they need more
quickly and effectively.

Finally, Alberta’s government is en-
couraging Albertans to explore their
electricity options and take charge of
their power bill. Albertans need to be
able to make smart financial choices,
including choosing an affordable elec-
tricity plan that best meets their needs.
While most ratepayers choose to sign
competitive contracts with one of more
than 50 electricity providers in the pro-
vince’s uniquely competitive market,
those who don’t are automatically en-
rolled on the Rate of Last Resort — the
default electricity rate — and likely to
pay more for their power.

As always, please do not hesitate to
reach out to my office with your feed-
back and concerns (chestermere.strath-
more@assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordability
and Utilities)

2025 Annual General Meeting
and Special Resolution

All Connect First and Servus Credit Union members
are warmly invited to attend our Annual General Meeting.
You will be able to participate either in person or virtually.

Wednesday, March 5, 2025

Edmonton EXPO Centre,
7515-118 Avenue, Edmonton
Registration opens February 20

5pm Doors open and light reception (in person only)
6pm Annual General Meeting (attend in person or virtually)

Special business to be conducted at the meeting will include a Special
Resolution to approve the proposed credit union legal name change from
Connect First and Servus Credit Union Ltd. to Servus Credit Union Ltd.:

"Be it resolved that the members approve amending its articles
to change the credit union name to Servus Credit Union Ltd., which
is subject to the Minister of Finance's approval of the amendment.”

For more information and to register,
visit connectfirstcu.com/AGM or servus.ca/AGM.

servus credit union

®™ Servus Credit Union, Servus, the Servus circle and all associated logos are the intellectual property of
Connect First and Servus Credit Union Ltd.
© 2024 Connect First and Servus Credit Union Ltd. Servus and connectFirst are trade names of
Connect First and Servus Credit Union. All rights reserved.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thank you, Mr. Trump

To the Editor

Thanks to your multiple insulting deco-
ration threats to your friendly Canadian
neighbors, please know you have single-
handedly reminded us who we are and
what we stand for as Canadians.

Thank you for your presentation of why
Canada should be the 51st state and your
proclaimed benefits. However, in compari-
son, your presentation in using the same
directive tone and mannerism on a coun-
try like Palestine on the potential displace-
ment of nearly two million people, about
half of which are children to leave their
own country, is somehow in their best in-
terest? This speaks volumes on the real in-
tent of what matters to you and your lack
of concern for human lives over profit.

It is a reality check on what any na-
tion should expect from this example and
shows why you can relate to a leader like
Putin. To those that think his ideas are
great, then please move south to enjoy this
authoritarian dictatorship that some bow
to.

Thank you, for showing that when Cana-
dians come together, we can overcome the
challenges by thinking about new global
opportunities in a more united way. This
attack also has shown the true colours of
our political leaders in what is first, and
who they stand for.

Mr. Trump, you stated if Canada pro-
posed tariffs, you would hit back harder;
well, that didn’t happen. True proud Cana-
dians are not going to take being bullied.

Thank you for showing us from your
spoken words your true intention is really
about Canadian resources, not the better-
ment of our open supported cultural soci-
ety of respecting the human race.

Finally, in this world of misinforma-
tion, having one nationally funded fully
Canadian broadcast institution like the

CBC with its countrywide infrastructure
in supporting national and local Canadian
news, sports and entertainment from coast
to coast to coast for a cost of 10 cent per
Canadian to fund is not only a Canadian
jewel, but a majority necessity of support-
ing true Canadian culture.

So, I question Pierre Poilievre’s recent
comment about putting Canadians first,
when he wants to remove this trusted Ca-
nadian information institution from Cana-
dians, which you can bet US stations as
they do now, will fill in that Canadian void.

A footnote of interest, when looking at
labeling, made in Canada, final product is
about 51 per cent Canadian in materials,
Product of Canada, is 98 per cent Canadian
made.

Question: putting political preference
aside in dealing with Trump, who’s all
about the business deal for the next four
years, what PM for all Canadians is best
to take him on at his level? Poilievre that
has only been a career politician from his
twenties, as reported never been in busi-
ness, or a non-politician Carney, with a
successful track recorded in dealing with
world business and finance areas in Cana-
da that lead us through some tough times
in Canada and from that was then sought
after by Britain to successfully sort them
out financially as well.

I encourage you to listen to both sides.
Carney, who comes from Alberta is talking
about how to take advantage of Trump’s
actions by leapfrogging the US to a better
Canadian position in our world we share
and will work with. That’s the kind of lead-
ership that is saying to other like-minded
nations, let’s work together. Your future is
your vote.

Dennis Bigras
Wheatland County

FRIDAY MARCH CB, COC3

AG PAVILION - 33-WHEATLAND DRIVE STRATHMORE; ALBERTA
REAL.CANADIAN PRO WRESTLING

Advance Front Row 530 will be sold
Offline by calling - 403-616-1870
Etransfer or Square Available

Advance General $25 -@ the Door - General 530
Order on Eventbrite (Link in QR Code)

VIP Tables, Front Row & Advance Tickets Holders
Meet and Greet with Eugene - 6:00pm - 6:30pm

General Doors: 6:30pm - Show 7:30pm

Upper Stage & Floor VIP Tables Available
(Stage seats 6, Floor Seats 8 - ¢/w Beverage & Table Snacks) All Tables $325

Call 403-616-1870 for Sponsorship and table questions.

LICENSED ALL AGES EVENT - FOOD MENU Available
Card Subject to Change

. -'-/.»
magrum

FIREWORKS SFX

o Al M2 Caa

; P4 €s

Your Personal Motorcycle Specialist

Sir Lance
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MP Shields will not seek

re-election

MARTIN SHIELDS
Member of Parliament Bow River Riding

The Bow River Riding is a fantastic
part of Canada. The beautiful Bow Ri-
ver divides the riding north from south.
Bow River is home to nearly 120,000
residents in over 60 communities, big
and small, stretching from the commu-
nity of Linden in the north, Taber in the
south, Tilley on the east, and Chester-
mere on the west. I have had the tre-
mendous privilege of being the Mem-
ber of Parliament for Bow River over
the last decade. This is an opportunity
that very few people have, and I am ho-
noured to have received the overwhel-
ming support and trust of Bow River
constituents.

I will not be seeking re-election in
the next federal election; it is time for
a new representative to serve the inte-
rests and the people of this riding.

I would like to thank my family for
their support and selfless sacrifices.
They have been by my side to help with
advice, attending events, driving, acting
as photographer, parade team member,
and my biggest cheerleaders. They de-
serve more thanks and recognition than
I can give them, for their years of end-
less support and encouragement.

My staff team, both in the riding
and Ottawa, have been incredible. The
support I have received from my team
— through their assistance with infor-
mation, scheduling, transportation,
communication and attending events
both with me and on my behalf — has
been integral to my role as an elected
representative. Without their dedication
and hard work, I would not have been
able to serve the riding to the extent
that T have. They are a phenomenal
team that has made it possible for me
to be a successful MP.

My local EDA Board has supported

me throughout the years by keeping me
informed about what is happening in
their communities and attending events
with me. I have been very fortunate to
have had an extraordinary President of
the board during my terms as Member
of Parliament; this relationship is inva-
luable.

It has been an immense pleasure to
work alongside my fellow Conservative
MPs as we served as the official oppo-
sition, especially my Alberta colleagues.
This country has bright Conservative
leaders, and I look forward to watching
their success in the years to come.

I have had the opportunity to work
together with the Members of the Al-
berta Legislature, with six MLAs repre-
senting distinct parts of the Bow River
Riding, including the current Premier
as the MLA who represents my home
community of Brooks. It has been my
pleasure to collaborate with them and
serve our communities together.

There is a larger group of elected lea-
ders in the Bow River riding that deser-
ve recognition as fantastic community
leaders. These are the mayors, reeves,
Chief, and council members of the vil-
lages, towns, cities, counties, municipal
districts and Nation. They are leaders of
democracy, residing closest to the peo-
ple they represent. I have profound res-
pect for them and have greatly valued
our working relationships. It has been
an extraordinary experience to interact
with them in their communities and
participate in many of their community
events like council meetings, milestone
celebrations, parades, fundraisers, ro-
deos or just dropping by for a visit.

The Bow River riding is home to many
marvelous people, and it has been my
true pleasure to have the opportunity to
meet so many of them.

Thank you for the privilege of being
your representative.

March 15, 2025 — 7:30 pm

Adult - $35.00
Youth - $10.00 - 17 and under

Final Concert of Season 7

Photo by John Rutherford
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Tickets can be purchased at the Vault Cultural Collective or online at

www.StrathmoreTimes.com
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Obituary
B 1 FLEMMING, Norma
3

it

Norma passed away surrounded by

her family the afternoon of February 7,
~ 2025 at the age of 83.

Norma is survived by her children
Bonnie (Greg) Scott, Lisa (Dave) McDonnell-Fowler,
Jim McDonnell, and her step sons Joe, Darryl, and
Neil Flemming. She is also survived by her grandchil-
dren Daylin, Aaron, Galeb, Brittany, William, Madyson,
Jasmin, and Kate; great-grandchildren Brody, Keely,
Carter, and Hayden. Norma is also survived by her
many nieces, nephews, and close friends.

Norma was pre-deceased by her hushand Ervin (Tom)
Flemming, her parents, and brothers and sisters.

A memorial service will be held on Thursday, February
13th at 1:00 at Wheatland Funeral Home, Strathmore,
Alberta. Internment of Ashes for Norma and Tom will
take place later this year in Dysart, SK.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations
be made to the Strathmore District Health Foundation
in memory of Norma Flemming.

Donations can be made in the following ways:

1. Drop off a cheque at the admitting desk of Strath-
more Hospital, located at 200 Brent Blvd.

2. Mail a cheque to the Strathmore District Health
Foundation at 200 Brent Blvd, Strathmore, AB, T1P
1J9.

3. Donate online at strathmoredistricthealthfounda-
tion.com

3

Wheatland Funeral Home
Strathmore, AB 403-934-4404

Qbituary
4.\ MILLMAN, Goldy

With great sadness we announce the
passing of Goldy Luceal (nee Ander-
% son) Millman of Strathmore, Alberta
on Sunday February 2, 2025, at the
age of 95. Mom married the love of her life Earl Edgar
Millman on August 28, 1948, and together they were
inseparable. Being married for 75 years they passed
away within months of each other.
Mom was born in Vancouver, B.C. on July 28, 1929,
to Oscar and Bertha Anderson (nee Finley) She was
the youngest of 7 children and is predeceased by 4
brothers, Cecil, Melbourne, Chester and Kermit and
2 sisters, Bernice and Grace. She was also prede-
ceased by her eldest son Barry Millman and son- in-
law Fred Harms.
She was the loving mother of 4, grandmother to 9
and great grandmother of 13. She is survived by her
eldest daughter Gay Harms (Fred), granddaughter
Charlene Allen (Shawn), great-grandchildren Mathen
and Bryn, grandson Shane Harms (Deanna), great-
grandchildren Zachary, Ethan and Mikayla; daughter-
in-law, Betty Millman (Barry), Tiffany Hansen (Jer-
emy) great-grandchildren Elisabeth and Vanessa,
grandson Ben; son, Dennis Millman (Carrie), grand-
children Robyn, Isaiah (Meaghan), great-grandchil-
dren Sam, Mya and Eli, granddaughter Amanda Nee-
son and great-grandchildren Toryn and Ballymena;
daughter Sharon Millman, granddaughters Jennifer
Cisna (Jason), and Sarah Tetlock and great-grandson
Isaiah.
Mom and Dad resided in Calgary for most of their
married life. While raising their 4 children, Mom
worked at various jobs, notably the #1 Co-op and the
Hudson’s Bay downtown. After a move to Kelowna in
1982, Mom enjoyed her position at Marks and Spen-
cers, or “Marks and Sparks” as she affectionately
called it.
When in Kelowna Mom and Dad were able to retire
and spend many years travelling south for the winter,
calling Arizona and Nevada home.
Mom had various hobbies, sewing and beadwork
to name a few, and she always loved a good deal.
Many Saturdays were spent at garage sales and thrift
stores.
After 38 years in Kelowna, Mom and Dad decided to
reside in Strathmore to be closer to their family. We
are so thankful for the time we were able to create
new memories with them here.
A Funeral service will be held on Saturday, February
15, 2025, at the Lord of All Lutheran Church (Strath-
more), at 2:00 p.m. with a luncheon to follow.
A special and sincere thank you to the wonderful staff
at AgeCare Sagewood for their compassion and care
to both Mom and Dad while they resided there.
To send condolences, please visit Goldy’s obituary at
www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca

Wheatland Funeral Home
Strathmore, AB 403-934-4404

wwStrathmoreTimes.com

Qbituary
! BURNE,

Micheal James

Micheal James Burne, known affec-
1 tionately to friends and family as Mike,
brought his unique blend of humor
and heart to the world on October 27, 1975, in Cal-
gary, AB. He took his final bow on January 30, 2025.
Mike’s early years were spent mastering the art of
mischief at High School Cluny Bow Valley, where he
was as creative with his homework excuses as he
was with his guitar solos. He carried that creativ-
ity into adulthood, becoming a Class 1 Driver who
could navigate the roads with the same finesse he
strummed his six strings. But Mike wasn't just about
horsepower and heavy loads; he was a volunteer fire-
fighter, and a hazmat officer always ready to trade a
punchline for a fire line when duty called.
Mike leaves behind a legacy of laughter in his sons
Eddie, Mack, and Olie, who will carry on his knack
for turning everyday moments into comedy gold. He
is survived by his loving mother Candie, his father,
Jim, and sister, Cara, who will miss his quick wit and
boundless energy, as will his aunts, uncles, cousins,
and a chorus of friends.
To send condolences, please visit Mike’s obituary at
www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca.

Wheatland Funeral Home
Strathmore, AB  403-934-4404

THANK YOU

The family of Armand Corbiell would like to N
thank all of the family, friends and neighbours
l. for the cards, meals, messages , calls, flowers,
masses and visits. Thank you to Father Cristino
and Deacon Roger Nelson for the heartfelt mass
and all who contributed to and helped with the
beautiful lunch. Dad was a friend to all and it
sure showed. He would have been humbled by all
of the support given to our family. We would also
like to thank Dr. Piesas, his clinic staff and all of
the staff at Strathmore Hospital that cared for dad
with compassion and kindness. Thank you to the
Wheatland Funeral Home and to those that donated
10 The Wheatland and Area Hospice Society.
.} We are so very fortunate to belong o
e to such caring communities.

LWV
;}Y\f ¥ MaryEllen (Sis) Corbiell and family b‘,‘ﬂ_i
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ANNOUNCEMENT

WIN 1 OF 12 $2500 DREAM VACATIONS. 48 draws of $120 plus
many early bird prizes. Tickets at airdriedreamvacation.ca. Only
600 tickets printed.

Questions?
comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how
we're doing.

Your opinion is something we always
want to hear. Call or contact us online

e EEME S

403.934.5589

www.strathmoretimes.com
info@strathmoretimes.com




TENDER

HELP WANTED

County:

Offers to:

accepted.

LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

Creekstone Farms Ltd. (the seller) is
offering the following parcel of land for
sale by tender located in Wheatland

NE 28-25-24 W4 approximately 206
acres including a newer quarter pivot,
100 acres of Irrigation rights with main

line. Annual oil well lease of $1,962.

All offers must be firm and unconditional
to be considered. Purchaser is subject
to GST Unless a registrant.

Written offers must be received by
12 noon, March 7, 2025.
Closing date March 31, 2025.

Hooey & Company Law Office
#100-4838 Richard Road SW
Calgary, Alberta T3E 6L1

Email: brent@hooeylawyers.ca

The highest or any offer may not be

For further information: you may contact:
Brent Hooey at 587-392-1237 or
Karen Gregory 403-934-7239

Ritchie Stairs

STAIR BUILDER/SHOP
HELPER REQUIRED
Full-Time Position

$20-$25/hr to start,
depending on experience

Apply within at 28 Spruce Lane
or call Phil 403-801-5670

COMMERCIAL

GETYOUR MESSAGE SEEN
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket
Classifieds or Value Ads reach
over 500,000 Alberta readers
weekly. Three options starting
at $269, $299 or $599 to get
your message out! KEEP peo-
ple in the loop with over 75
Weekly Community Newspa-
pers. Call THIS NEWSPAPER
now or email classifieds@
awna.com for details. 1-800-
282-6903,  780-434-8746
WWW.awna.com.

Like Us
on Facebook!

AUCTIONS

BOWDEN REDDI-MART
STORE AUCTION - Online
February 14-19. Selling Ice
Cream Machines, W/l Cooler,
Shelving, Meat Equip & More.
www.montgomeryauctions.
com 403-885-5149.

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

MISC

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER.
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender and
get quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228; WWW.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

QID trellis

' SOCIETY

We're looking for a

PROJECT LEAD
to establish and develop our new
Kickstand Hub in Wheatland
County, based in Strathmore.
The role focuses on building
community partnerships to provide
comprehensive youth services (ages
11-25), including primary care, mental
health support, social services, and
Indigenous cultural programs.

Key aspects of the role:
Full-time (37.5 hours/week)
Based in Strathmore with connection
throughout
Wheatland County
Involves evening/weekend flexibility
and regional travel
Focus on developing local hub
and mobile services

Visit our website for full job
description or to apply directly
www.growwithtrellis.ca

Trellis Society is honoured to serve in the traditional territory
of the Blackfoot Confederacy, home to the Siksika, the North
and South Piikani, and the Kainai Nations. We also acknowl-
edge the Tsuut'ina and lyané Nakoda (the Chiniki, Bearspaw
and Goodstoney Nations), the Métis Nation (Districts 4, 5
and 6) and all who make their home on Treaty 7 territory. We
are all Treaty People.

mini space
BlG
VALUE

CRIMINAL RECORD?

Why suffer employment/licensing
loss? Travel/business opportunities?
Why be embarrassed?

FOR SALE

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less).
Reach 75 weekly newspa-

Think: Criminal Pardon.
US entry waiver.
Record purge.

File destruction.
Free consultation.

5299

" Mdvertise Province-wide

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association 1 -800-347-2540
toll free 1-800-282-6903 :
email classifieds@awna.com www.accesslegalmjf.com

pers. Call NOW for details.
1-800-282-6903; WWW.
awna.com; email classi-
fieds@awna.com.

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!
403-934-5589

Easy Calving Angus Hybrid
Bulls for Heifers

Charlton Cattle Co. has more than 40 years’ experience
raising only easy calving bulls for first calf heifers.
« 68 black and red easy calving yearling bulls on test (65-85 pound BWs)
o Less than 1% assist rate in over 32,000 home-raised and commercial heifers
« Six month breeding soundness guarantee

An easy calving, stress-free spring is just a phone call away!

Contact Daryl at 780-806-1229
CharltonCattleCo@gmail.com

. www.CharltonCattleCo.ca

February 12, 2025 e Strathmore TIMES ¢ Page 11

Ces (O ASSORONS, ]
REAL ESTATE

. 2021 ROYAL LEPAGE AWARD WINNER!

SHAUNA KENWORTHY

Serving
Strathmore
and Area
for
¥ 25 Years!
"R, "
f&; muumg
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403-803-4605

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

DENTURES

I N . L .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

W s
WL D e

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL - FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616

Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca
www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

SUDOKY

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTING

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Dennis McNeill
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249

dennismcneill@shaw.ca
Strathmore, Alberta
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COIN COLLECTIONS

CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS
OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN MINT COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER
COINS, GOLD COINS, RARE COINS ETC
Also buying all Silver, Gold, Nuggets,

Scrap, Coins, Old Jewelry, Bullion, Ingots,

Sterling Silver, Old Quality Watches
working or not, Rolex, Omega ++

Toop 780-504-7995

A Knights of

airdriedreamvacation.ca & \ 7, Colambus

HELP

AIRDRIE COUNCIL #8045
SUPPORT CHARITIES

WIN$S2,500 DREAMVACATION

FEUS CF {
MIONT ¥

v DAIR:BREE
RAFFLE

1in10 Chance to Win!

60 DRAWS PLUS EARLY.BIRDS
Dec 15,2024 & Feb 14, 2025

[m]4EEK

EIRST.MONTHLY.
DRAW'APRIL 6, 2025
FOR 12,MONTHS

Only
600

TICKETS
Licence#710314

BUY YOUR
TICKET
. TODAY

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

DENTURES

ﬂ
Strathmore
DENTURE CLINIC

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228

www.strathmoredentureclinic.com
219C 3rd Avenue, Across from the Post Office

Strathmore Denture Clinic f &3 StrathmoreDenture

Check us out ONLINE!!
wwStrathmoreTimescom

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING
—l

THE CARPET COP

403-991-6192

STRATHMORE'S
LEADER IN HOME
SERVICES!

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP

Kelly Camden

403.991.6192

kellycamden@hotmail.com

@N1I'Decked]|0utfAB

General Contracting

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-393-7097
wesalldeckedoutab.ca @

www.alldeckedoutab.ca

BRO-TECH

PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
¢ Hotwater Tanks e Furnaces
¢ Renovations ¢ Hydronic Heating
e Service Work * Gas Fitting

* New Construction
e Commercial
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

* Sewer Cleaning/
Sewer Camera

Like us on Facebook

v
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Public notice to electors.
Borrowing Bylaw.

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Town of Strathmore, in the Province of
Alberta, has given first reading to borrowing By-law No. 25-03 which will, upon
final passage and approval, authorize the proper officers of the said Town to
borrow monies from a Canadian Chartered Bank or the Government of Alberta
on the general credit and security of the municipality, to pay for upgrades to the
Wildflower Reservoir located in Strathmore, Alberta.

The total borrowing required for the aforementioned project is $5,450,000.

The borrowing is to be repayable in monthly, semi-annual, or annual equal
payments of combined principal and interest installments not to exceed a
repayment period of twenty-five (25) years, at an interest rate as fixed from time
to time by the Canadian Chartered Bank or other financial institution. The annual
rate of interest is not to exceed five and a half percent per annum (5.5%).

NOW THEREFORE NOTICE is hereby given by the Council of the Town of
Strathmore that, unless a petition of the electors for a vote on By-law No. 25-
03 is demanded, as provided for by the terms of Section 231 of the Municipal
Government Act, the said Council may pass the said borrowing by-law.

All persons interested are hereby notified and they are required to govern
themselves accordingly.

DATED at the Town of Strathmore, in the Province of Alberta this 22nd day of
January 2025.

Per: Riley Brolly, CPA
Manager, Financial Planning, Budgeting & Reporting

Ready to vote?

2025 Municipal Election.

Every Canadian citizen has the right to vote. It is how Canadians choose which
leaders represent them. Your community is shaped by the outcome of an
election. When you take part in an election and express your view, you make
democracy work.

Every four years Strathmore holds a Municipal Election where residents elect

a Mayor and six Councillors. In Strathmore, Council members are elected at-
large, which means the Mayor and Councillors represent the entire population.

Strathmore does not have wards, voters in the town may choose up to six
candidates for Council, and one candidate for Mayor.

The next general election will be Monday, October 20, 2025.

+  Nomination Period: January 1, 2025 — September 22, 2025

+  Nomination Day Deadline: September 22, 2025, at 12:00 p.m.

+  Election Day: October 20, 2025, polls open at 10:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.

For more information about the upcoming election, please visit our website,
Strathmore.ca/Election.

1Mol

Income tax program.

Get help preparing your basic income taxes.
Learn more at St - j

( 7FCss

more.c

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

Upcoming Council Meetings

February 12,2025 | 6 p.m. Committee of the Whole
February 29, 2025 | 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council
March 5,2025| 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi

Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you're welcome

at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Development Permit D25-006 Appeal.
Notice of Hearing.

Notice of Appeal on Development Permit D25-006 for the
Property Located at 408 Strathford Boulevard, Strathmore AB
Lot 6, Block 11, Plan 991 0219

Development Permit Regarding: Residential Addition with 2.67m
variance to the rear yard setback

The Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB) received a
Notice of Appeal on January 27, 2025. The SDAB will hear the appeal on:

Date(s): Thursday, February 20, 2025

Time: 1:00 p.m.

Location: Town of Strathmore Municipal Building, Council Chambers,
1 Parklane Drive, Strathmore, AB

Adjacent landowners have the right to be heard by the Subdivision
and Development Appeal Board. Affected persons include people who
speak in favour or against the decision being appealed.

Persons are asked to provide any written and/or visual presentations
to the clerk no later than noon on February 14, 2025.

Please be aware that any submissions are collected for the purpose
of a public hearing. By making a submission you are consenting
that all information that it contains — including addresses, personal
or other sensitive information - to be forwarded to the parties (e.g.
municipality, appellant, applicant), the board/panel and any other
person who requests to see the material.

The Development Permit Application, Notice of Decision and Notice of
Appeal are available for review at the Strathmore Municipal Building, at
1 Parklane Drive during regular business hours, being 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p-m., Monday to Friday.

Should you have any questions, please contact the undersigned at
403-934-3133 or veronica.anderson@strathmore.ca.

Happy heart, happy life.
February is Heart Month.

In North America, February is marked as “Heart Month” - a time to bring attention
to the importance of cardiovascular health, and what we can do to reduce our
risk of cardiovascular disease.

We have a challenge for you.

Join us for the third annual Heart Month Challenge and make moving a priority
this February. Here's what to do:

«  Walk or swim as much as you can throughout the month.
« Track your distance with us.
« Beatlast year's distance of 3,262.31 km.

There will be prizes for the top participant and you can try your luck for a prize
draw with bonus entries.

|y Month

Help us reach Orlando.

WELCOME TO
ORLANDO |

THE CITY BEAUTIFUL




