
 

D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 5

587-316-2000587-316-2000587-316-2000

HOUSE | LAND | LUXURY | LAKE | COMMERCIALHOUSE | LAND | LUXURY | LAKE | COMMERCIALHOUSE | LAND | LUXURY | LAKE | COMMERCIAL      

Looking is FREE  the-reps.ca

Look on Page 8 for
 Town of Strathmore 
Municipal Notices

Contact Us Today!Contact Us Today!

403.934.5589403.934.5589
info@info@strathmoretimes.comstrathmoretimes.com

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

403-934-7120   RoseDigsDirt.com

Excavation  n  Septic Install 
Snow Removal  n  Landscaping 

Gravel Hauling

Personally for You
403.901.8955403.901.8955

Sculptured Nails | Pedicures 
Hair Removal Services

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

Page 2

KAREN KATHOL 403-934-1353

REDUCED ! 

201 ELSINORE AVENUE
STANDARD, AB
MLS: A2177890

$310,000
12+ acres with 2 homes, 

large shop, setup for horses 
and so much more.

MLS A2226804MLS A2226804

DIXIE HARTELL 403-934-1034
KAREN KATHOL 403-934-1353

REDUCED ! 

201 ELSINORE AVENUE
STANDARD, AB
MLS: A2177890

$310,000

 3 acres fully developed 
bungalow with over 

1700sqft of living area and 
double attached garage. 

REDUCED $619,900 

MLS A2260363MLS A2260363

Kings eye success

STRATHMORE STRATHMORE 
TIMESTIMES

AddressAddress
129 2nd Avenue

Inside the 
Strathmore 

Business Centre

Office HoursOffice Hours
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Strathmore’s Fire Chief, Dave Sturgeon, 
described 2025 as “a very rewarding year” 
with changes made to local operations 
aimed to significantly improve services. 

“There are some key developments in 
our fire service that helped us progress 
to the next step – primarily the Wild-
land Urban Interface response team that 
was awarded through the Province of 
Alberta,” said Sturgeon. “(That) gave us 
that opportunity not only to respond 
throughout the province and help that 
way, but it put us on track to be able to 
provide 24/7 full-time staffing coverage 
for the town as well, which we started 
on Nov. 10.”

He explained having a stable revenue 
source for the department has increased 
their response capabilities both through-
out the province as well as within the 
town, as well as to quite simply have 
staff on hand at all hours.

In this respect, Sturgeon added re-
sponse to medical calls has also been 
able to be improved.

Regarding the town’s goal to see the 
construction of a new fire station, it re-
mains a topic that is largely out of the 
fire department’s hands.

“I know that was some of the coun-
cillors’ priorities during the election and 
to this point, that is in their realm. We 
are hoping, obviously, that will get across 
the line, but that is up to the municipal 
leaders to make those decisions,” he said. 

Sturgeon specifically highlighted the 
success of the fire inspection program 
for all commercial and high-density res-
idential areas throughout the town this 
year. 

“That is over 500 inspectable proper-
ties which we completed in early De-
cember, and we will be starting again 
next year relatively soon here,” he said. 
“Everybody has done some great work 
out there in the businesses and those res-
idential developments.”

Continued on Page 4

Naomi Remple (13) glides across the ice at the Lions Outdoor Rink on Dec. 29 during the Christmas 

holidays. Remple was one of many skaters taking advantage of the mild temperatures that finally 

settled over Strathmore earlier in the week.

Holiday skate

Fire department 
makes strides

Melissa Piche Photo
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Kings close 2025 tied for 
second in South Division
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings clo-
sed out 2025 tied for second place in 
the South Division, ending the year 
with a win and a loss in their final 
weekend of play. 

Sitting with 33 league points after 27 
games played, the Kings are current-
ly tied with the Cochrane Generals, 
though the latter has played 
26 games. Leading the 
South Division with 
39 league points 
are the Medicine 
Hat Cubs after 
26 games play-
ed. 

On Dec. 19, 
the Kings shut 
out High River 
on their ice, ta-
king a 4-0 win. 
This was followed 
by a loss in High Ri-
ver 2-1, Dec. 21 to end 
the year.

“We were really shorthanded 
for both games, so that made it tough 
for us for sure. We went into High Ri-
ver and played a really solid game,” 
said Doug Raycroft, head coach for the 
Kings. “(When) we were in Sylvan Lake, 
they have the best record in the whole 
league right now and we lost 2-1, but 
we really played well. We easily could 
have won the game even though we 
were missing some of our best players.”

Raycroft emphasized despite the loss 
and difference in league points, he is 

glad to see his team keeping pace with 
the top contenders this season. 

Throughout the South Division, there 
is only a nine-point difference between 
the Top 5 teams, while High River trails 
by 20.

The Coaldale Copperheads and the 
Okotoks Bisons each boast 30 league 
points, tied for third within the divisi-
on. 

Raycroft continues to maintain 
the mindset of working to 

improve his team’s de-
fense come the start 

of the new year. 
“It is really a 

process that is 
kind of con-
tinuous. We 
were pretty 
happy with 
how they play-
ed, especially 

(on Dec. 21). It’s 
definitely a weak-

ness for us, so we 
are going to have to 

work on it all year,” he said. 
“I think we are pretty happy for the 

most part. We had to rebuild a little bit 
and thought we would be worse than 
we actually are. Right now, we are tied 
for second place so there is no problem 
sitting in that position for sure.”

With only nine games left in regular 
season, the Kings are eyeing the top 
spot in the South Division.

The players will be allowed a reprie-
ve for the holiday season before return-
ing to the ice Jan. 3 to face off against 
the Cochrane Generals. 

LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA
@LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

DON’T MISS OUT! 
FOLLOW US FOR THE LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!

DISCOVER YOUR HOME 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Design Your Perfect Home — Book Now

Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted.
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

January 13, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting
January 14, 2026, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission

January 14, 2026, 10:00 a.m. | Agricultural Service Board

New Years Day Closure

The Wheatland County 
Administration Office, 

Agricultural Service Board Shop, Waste
Transfer Sites and Public Works Shop 

will be CLOSED January 1, 2026.

Normal operating hours resume January 2, 2026
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Overnight Shelter maintains stable 
24/7 operations, seeking contractor 
for renovations
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Overnight Shelter has been 
operating 24/7 for over a year and Elizabeth Karp, 
executive director, said the difference made for 
the local community has been extremely positive. 

“It offers us more individual follow up, so we 
have been able to successfully place people more 
into homes or back with their families into reha-
bilitation – those types of situations,” she said. “It’s 
been more helpful because during the day, we can 
assist with calls and paperwork and things like 
that, and keep better track of the clients to see 
how they are doing.”

Throughout this holiday season, the overnight 
shelter has largely been operating below maxi-
mum capacity. Karp explained the facility has been 
on lockdown due to the spread of flu throughout 
the community. 

The idea being to protect several of the vulne-
rable seniors currently relying on the overnight 
shelter.

Earlier in 2025, the shelter received a $76,000 
donation from Lakewood of Strathmore to sup-
port the construction of an expansion to the cur-
rent building. 

“I’m putting up a second story over the sanctu-
ary. We have got the permits in place and the en-
gineer drawings, but the actual construction has 
not started yet because we are having a terrible 

time finding a framer and somebody that can do 
it,” said Karp. “It’s not budget, it’s availability. I 
can’t find anybody, and nobody has really stepped 
forward to say they have time to take this on. It’s 
hard to find a contractor.”

Once a contractor is found, Karp estimates that 
the renovation of the shelter will take approxima-
tely six months to complete. 

To date, the Overnight Shelter has already com-
pleted their final liquidation sale of the year. The-
se will resume in January following the holiday 
season.

Karp described that the liquidation sales hosted 
by the Overnight Shelter have been going a long 
way to helping to consistently fundraise, as well 
as offer affordable options for the local commu-
nity.

“We sell things dirt cheap. We never know what 
we are getting in, so for instance we get deter-
gents and things that sell in stores for $15 and 
we are selling them for two dollars,” he said. “We 
want to bless the community, but it also does for 
sure fundraise for our shelter. Obviously, we put 
what we need into the shelter first before we sell 
(the rest).”

Regarding donations to the shelter, Karp added 
they could use an influx of materials such as win-
ter clothing, hand warmers, and cases of water in 
addition to financial support.

Ag Society reports another 
record-breaking year
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore and District Agricultural So-
ciety winds down 2025 acknowledging another 
straight year of breaking event records and en-
tertaining western audiences. 

“Our Cowboy Town Concert, pretty well all 
days of our rodeo and chuckwagons, our ticket 
sales were up. We have kind of been setting re-
cords every year for the last few years, so we 
continued to do that,” said Doug Raycroft, CEO 
of the Ag Society. “Some of the challenges we 
had were weather. We had a big storm the day 
of the cowboy town concert so luckily the singer 
did two performances. One, the day of inside in 
the arena, and then another one the next day 
outside.”

Similarly, Raycroft added the weather shortly 
prior to the Strathmore Stampede was also ad-
verse. The rain caused difficulties in being able to 
prepare the rodeo grounds for the event. 

The Strathmore Stampede maintains a host of 
over 400 volunteers who come out to participate 
in making the event run as smoothly as possible.

“It’s really a community event … we are pretty 
lucky,” said Raycroft. “It’s important for us to be 
connected as much as we can with the commu-
nity.”

Taking over as CEO of the Ag Society, Raycroft 

initially took a backseat to operations which had 
largely been planned out prior to the start of his 
tenure. 

Having now occupied the role for more than 
half a year, he explained he has settled into the 
chair and is working with the team to try and 
find efficiencies wherever possible while taking 
advantage of their available spaces. 

“We do have our infield suites that are new so 
that has really helped, and then ticket sales just 
keep going up. We want to try to use our space 
and all of the things that we do in an effective 
way,” he said.

Regarding the Western Event Center soon to 
see construction in Wheatland County, the ag so-
ciety was able to successfully acquire a $5 milli-
on grant from the provincial government to sup-
port its development. 

A committee will be meeting in January to con-
tinue the discussion about how to proceed with 
the “daunting” task of constructing the facility.

“It’s not really a big update, just that we are 
moving forward on it. We want to get together 
with our committee – we will have to make some 
decisions, contracting things and setting up time-
lines and getting all the financial things in place 
before we can break ground,” said Raycroft. 

Through 2026, Raycroft said the idea is largely 
to stay the course and continue regular operati-
ons of their event roster.

Water Softeners, Iron Filters & Drinking Water Systems

403-901-5512 

Water Softeners, Iron Filters
& Drinking Water Systems 

Unit D, 
202 Canal Court, 
Strathmore, AB

403.934.6044
prowatersystems

@gmail.com
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GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS GET YOUR CLASSIFIED ADS 
IN THE TIMES!IN THE TIMES!

Call 403-934-5589

Thought for Thought for 
the Weekthe Week

~  ~  
Could it Could it 
be that be that 

failure is failure is 
only a only a 

calamity calamity 
if we learn if we learn 

nothing nothing 
from it?from it?

SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLY  (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  
www.sacredhc.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY

3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494   www.c3connect.ca

Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson

Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.

C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE 
CHURCH

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171

Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time 

of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 
1st service 9:00am

2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

GOD’S QUESTIONS

To a people experiencing 
economic and political 
distress, God, through the 
prophet Isaiah, asks, “Why 
do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” While it’s 
an ancient question, it is 
remarkably appropriate in our 
modern society, where we are 
inundated daily with promises 
that this or that product or 
experience is exactly what will 
satisfy our life’s needs and 
desires. Except, of course, 
most of those promises never 
prove true, at least not in the 
long run. And yet, we still buy 
into those promises again and 
again – until circumstances 
change for the worse and we 
can no longer even hope to 
acquire the thing we’ve come 
to believe we need.
The irony in God’s original 
question is that it comes in the 
middle of God’s invitation: “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and you that have 

no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without 
price … Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may 
live.” 
God is laying out a great feast, 
a bounty that will last a lifetime 
and even longer. So why waste 
your life in unsatisfying pursuits 
when a feast of real food that 
truly satisfies is available for the 
asking?
The invitation to a great feast 
may seem out of place during 
Lent. But the true thrust of both 
Lent and God’s invitation to the 
great banquet are the same – 
take the opportunity to return 
to God. “Seek the Lord while 
he may be found and call upon 
him while he is near.”
Even with its focus on fasting 
and self-denial, Lent is still a 
most 

Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Continued from Page 1

Among the popular events which the 
fire department participates in is the 
Canada Day pancake breakfast. Stur-
geon added it is always a huge draw for 
local residents to come out.

The fire prevention program which 
has been implemented over the last 
several years was also among the no-
table success stories, being able to tour 
schools and senior living facilities to 
conduct safety presentations. 

“In 2026, a big (program) for us, coun-
cil through the budget process has sup-
ported us with the start of our own fire 
training center. We are starting relatively 
small, but it will have a huge impact lo-
cally,” said Sturgeon.

“Our firefighters will be able to do 
what’s called live fire training right here 
in town and not have to travel for sev-
eral hours to get to different facilities. 
We will see, obviously, that contingent 
of firefighters to be able to stay locally 
and train locally.”

He added the goal is to see the pro-
gram eventually develop and grow re-
gionally once operations are fully ce-
mented.

Strathmore’s Fire 
Chief reflects 
on 2025

Merry
CHRISTMAS &

A HAPPY
 NEW YEAR

MLA Chantelle de Jonge
Chestermere-Strathmore

Estates and Large Collections Welcome 
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for 
transportation and verification

DISTRIBUTING LTD

C: 97
M: 57
Y: 0
K: 76

C: 38
M: 19
Y: 0
K: 40

C: 41
M: 17
Y: 0
K: 60

R: 2
G: 26
B: 60

HEX: #021A3C

Dark steel blue for 
Metak name and 

‘///’ mark

Light steel blue for 
‘Distributing’ base text

Alternate medium steel blue 
for ‘Distributing’ base text on 
light coloured backgrounds
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full colour

Logo colours and usage

on black or dark backgrounds on light coloured (not white) backgrounds

METAK DISTRIBUTORS LTD

DISTRIBUTING LTD DISTRIBUTING LTDSeeking All Makes and 
Types of Firearms and 

Ammunition

Call Tony 403.519.7250 or email 

info@metakdistributing.com

Rusty Spurs continue to flourish
SARA WOLFS
Strathmore Rusty Spurs 4-H Club

The Strathmore Rusty Spurs 4-H Club is back for the 2025-
2026 year, welcoming back the majority of last year’s mem-
bers as well as two new members. 

The Rusty Spurs started out in October with lessons at the 
Siksika Agriplex. The club ended their lessons with a Hallo-
ween Funday on Oct. 25, where members took part in games 
both on foot and mounted. On Oct. 7, the Rusty Spurs had 

their first meeting, where club officials 
and project leaders were elected, and 
on Oct. 21, the club held a pumpkin 
carving party, where members carved 
pumpkins and watched a movie. 

On Nov. 15, the Strathmore Rusty 
Spurs hosted the Wheatland 4-H Dis-
trict Dance with the theme of neon, 
inviting the Hussar Crowfoot 4-H Mul-
ti, Rockyford Beef, Standard, and the 
Arrowwood River Wranglers, as well as 
several regional 4-H ambassadors. The 
Rusty Spurs assisted in setting up and 
decorating Nightengale Hall, where the 
dance was held. 4-H members played 
several games, enjoyed pizza, learned 
line dances, and had fun dancing the 
night away. 

The club had scheduled the yearly 
Scrapbooking night, where the club 
creates About Me pages for themselves 
and their horses as well as the Declara-
tion of Mounts completed, on Nov. 18, 
however it was rescheduled to the 25th 
due to weather. 

And lastly on Dec. 2 the club held 
their yearly Christmas party. The club 
enjoyed playing games and partaking 
in a secret Santa gift exchange, but the 
focus of the night landed on the year-
ly Adopt a Family, where the club was 
given the chance to get Christmas gifts 
for community members in need, and 
the yearly basket lottery fundraiser, 
where two baskets were awarded.

 The club will pick back up in the 
new year for even more fun activities. 
Be sure to follow the Strathmore Rusty 
Spurs on Facebook and Instagram to 
keep up to date.
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Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

National Non-Smoking Week in Can-
ada is January 18-24. This is a time 
when smokers and non-smokers alike 
will unite in their mission to promote 
healthier, smoke-free lives. Do you 
need one day to start your non-smoking 
life?  Weedless Wednesday is on Janu-
ary 21, a great time to stop.  Good luck!
FYI.  One cigarette contains 1.5 mg 

of nicotine; 1 large cigar equals 20 cig-
arettes; 1 pipe-bowl of tobacco equals 
about 3.5 cigarettes; one tin of chewing 
tobacco equals 60 cigarettes (3 packs)
Vaping with nicotine-containing 

e-cigarettes are used by some to help 
them quit smoking and used correctly, 
some success is achieved. But vaping 
solutions do contain and addictive drug, 
nicotine, and caution must be exercised 
to quit tobacco-smoking and replacing 
it with vaping to get the nicotine “hit”.
Tobacco use is the most significant 

cause of preventable diseases, disabil-
ity and premature death in Canada.  
Tobacco kills three times more Cana-
dians each year than alcohol, illegal 
drugs, opiods, car crashes, suicide and 
murder, all combined.  Although the 
number of tobacco smokers is now just 
below 10%, your quitting the habit will 
get this statistic even lower.

Memory Tree program 
renamed to continue 
operations
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Previously the Tree of Hope, the be-
loved program which has been ope-
rating in Strathmore for 29 years has 
been renamed as the Memory Tree.

Established in 1996, the Tree of Hope 
program gathered donations to support 
palliative care at the Strathmore Hospi-
tal. It has funded contributions such as 
furniture, bedding, entertainment, roll-
away cots, and an assortment of other 
quality of life improvements.

“Just because there are no palliati-
ve care rooms to furnish anymore and 
it’s been going for 29 years, they were 
going to discontinue the program and 
we thought it was too valuable of a 
program to discontinue,” said Florence 
Vander Velde, vice president of the Stra-
thmore District Health Foundation and 
Auxiliary. “The new board renamed it 
and called it the Memory Tree with ba-
sically the same goals behind it where 
people can donate money in memory 
of their loved ones to the foundation to 
support the purchase of equipment for 
the hospital.”

She added this is the first year that 
operation of the program has been ta-
ken over by the foundation.

This year, the foundation is largely 
working to raise awareness about the 
Memory Tree being the continuation of 
what the Tree of Hope used to be. 

“We got started kind of late on it so 
other than getting it in the newspaper, 
we haven’t been out and around too 
much in order to have our pamphlets 
anywhere,” said Vander Velde. “I’m not 
sure how successful we will be this year 
just because we were so late getting it 
organized but hopefully people will see 
it and continue to donate.”

The acquisition of the program took 
place at the beginning of December, 
and similar to prior years, the donati-
on period effectively operates over the 
course of the Christmas holiday season.

Vander Velde added members of the 
community are able to make donati-
ons year-round; however, particularly 
during the holidays when family and 

Come Cheer on Your Come Cheer on Your 
Agra Risk Wheatland KingsAgra Risk Wheatland Kings

NEXT HOME GAMES

Strathmore 
Family Centre 
- Gold Arena

Friday, January 9  

• 7:45 pm vs Medicine Hat

Saturday, January 10  

• 7:45 pm vs Coaldale

Friday, January 16  

• 7:45 pm vs Didsbury

Saturday, January 17  

• 7:45 pm vs Medicine Hat

The Rockyford Lions Club 
extends their appreciation to all 

attendees, donors and buyers that 
made our annual

MadnessMadnessMadnessMadness
Proceeds will go towards the 

Rockyford Ag Society curling ice 
plant upgrade, the Rockyford 
Community Centre and other 

community needs.

Lobster Supper and Auction 
another great success! 

friends are top of mind, the campaign invites and 
encourages donations.

“We have a tree placed at the front of the 
hospital by the admitting desk and there are 
little cards with the donor’s name and 
who they are remembering, and that is 
placed on the tree,” she said. 

The Memory Tree will run until Jan. 17, 
then the donation period will close for 
the year until the next holiday season. 
Donations may be sent in online 
via strathmoredistrictfoundati-
on@gmail.com or made in per-
son at the hospital. Donations 
of $20 or more are eligible for 
income tax receipts.
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FINAL COUNTDOWN

Barbwire Main EventBarbwire Main Event
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Advance  T i cke ts  Avai lab le  a t  M ikes  Bar  and  Gr i l l  &  Samm i ch  Syc lesA d v a n c e  T i c k e t s  A v a i l a b l e  a t  M i k e s  B a r  a n d  G r i l l  &  S a m m i c h  S y c l e s

Call  403-616-1870 for Sponsorship and table questions.

vs.vs.

AG PAVILION -  33 WHEATLAND DRIVE STRATHMORE,  ALBERTA
REAL CANADIAN PRO WRESTLING
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Advance  Front  Row  $30  @  the  Door  $35  ( If  Ava l ib le )
Advance  Genera l  $25  -@  the  Door  -  Genera l  $30

Order  on  Eventbr ite  (L ink  in  QR Code )

V IP Tab les ,  Front  Row  &  Advance  T ickets  Holders  
Meet  and  Greet  w ith  the  Stars  of  the  show  -  6:00pm  -  6:30pm

Genera l  Doors :  6:30pm  -  Show  7:30pm

Advance Front Row $30 @ the Door $35 ( I f  Avalible)
Advance General  $25 -@ the Door -  General  $30

Order on Eventbrite (Link in QR Code)
VIP Tables,  Front Row & Advance Tickets Holders 

Meet and Greet with the Stars of  the show -  6:00pm -  6:30pm
General  Doors:  6 :30pm -  Show 7:30pm

N OW  B O O K I N G  C O R P O R A T E  T A B L E  S P O N S O R S H I P S  
F O R  A L L  2026  S T R A T H M O R E  EVE N T S

Hold  your  tab le  today  whi le  quant i t ies  a re  avai lab le .
 2026  Tab le  Dead l ine  -  F r iday  January  2 ,  2026  n d

N O W  B O O K I N G  C O R P O R A T E  T A B L E  S P O N S O R S H I P S  
F O R  A L L  2 0 2 6  S T R A T H M O R E  E V E N T S

Hold  your  tab le  today  whi le  quant i t ies  are  ava i lab le .
 2 0 2 6  T a b l e  D e a d l i n e  -  F r i d a y  J a n u a r y  2 ,  2 0 2 6  n d

Wheatland County Food Bank 
reports successful year 
supporting the local community
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Closing out 2025, the Wheatland County Food 
Bank has reported the highest numbers it has 
ever experienced both in terms of client use, and 
donations received.

“(With) our current economic climate, rentals 
are extremely expensive – we are seeing our clie-
nts using up half or more of their income just on 
housing and utilities, so it is not leaving a lot of 
room for food and other things,” said Lynnette 
Aschenbrenner, executive director for the Wheat-
land County Food Bank. “We can definitely keep 
up with the demand; the community is very ge-
nerous. We have lots of food and we do keep up a 
really strong volunteer base as well.”

Aschenbrenner added the food bank is just co-
ming off of the Loblaw’s Feed Families Food Dri-
ve, which is among one of the more successful 
events that takes place in Strathmore annually. 

Additionally, donations were received earlier in 
December as a result of the Hockey for Hunger 
event, hosted by Crowther Memorial Junior High 
School, and a food drive which took place in the 
community of Lakewood.

“The firefighters and (Holy 
Cross did) a big challenge ear-
ly in the year in the spring. 
That one is very successful. 
We also do our communi-
ty-wide food drive every year 
in September as well,” said 
Aschenbrenner. “There are al-
ways things – all the schools 
will do them throughout the 

year, whether it’s Halloween or Christmas or any 
of those things.”

She emphasized that the need for the food bank 
does not go away at the conclusion of the holiday 
season.

Greatest in demand at the food bank is regular-
ly for non-perishable supplies. Cereal is among 
the most in-demand items that passes through the 
food bank.

“Other things that people don’t think of are per-
sonal hygiene items that we do give out as well, 
like shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, diapers 
and that kind of stuff,” said Aschenbrenner. 

Once the time of year loops back around, 2026 
will be the third year running that the food bank 
will operate its now annual community-wide food 
drive.

This year, donation numbers were down from 
2024 during that particular event, which could be 
due to any number of factors.

Aschenbrenner added that as word of the food 
drive continues to spread, she hopes the event 
will grow and be able to support more individu-
als.

“We run it at the same time as the Calgary Food 
Bank and many other local food banks do their 

community-wide food drives 
so that we can all piggyback 
off of each other.”

The Wheatland County 
Food Bank is currently con-
fident in its food stores to be 
able to support the commu-
nity in need for some time 
leading up to the next string 
of food drives.

26011HE0



December 31, 2025 • Strathmore TIMES • Page 7

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

REAL ESTATE

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Citizenship & Immigration

Service Canada

Canada Pension Plan

Disability Pension Plan

Canada Revenue Agency

Veterans Affairs

Employment Insurance

Email: david.bexte@parl.gc.ca
Website: www.davidbextemp.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020

David Bexte, MP
Bow River

Working For Contact

GOVERNMENT

ROCKY VIEW IMMIGRANT 
SERVICES (a project of CCIS) 

www.ccisab.ca
ewahl@ccisab.ca    |   403-629-7842

Eryn Wahl, ewahl@ccisab.ca  
Servicing Strathmore & Chestermere, supporting newcomers and 
refugees in Strathmore and Chestermere. We offer free help with 

English, school, employment, health and wellness, local resources, 
and navigating life in Canada. Contact us to connect with services 

that support successful settlement and community integration.

BUSINESSES

HAND HILLS 
FEEDS
Totes & Bulk - 
Wholesale Price

Don Wipf
Hanna, AB

4-H, Beef, Dairy
Layers, Broilers, Pigs
1-403-854-8383
donwhhc@gmail.com
CFIA Approved

LIVESTOCK FEEDS

DAVE WARBURTON SERVICES
Hauling & Junk Removal

Firewood Sold in Bundles or Cords
FREE Delivery in Strathmore

403-934-7645

FIREWOOD / HAULING

HELP WANTED

Busy stair shop in Strathmore 
looking for

SHOP FOREMAN
Must have knowledge of hand 

tools experience preferred 
but will train the right person 

$25 /hour to start 
Email resumes to 

ritchiestairs@gmail.com

AUCTION
Ward’s and Bud Haynes FIRE-
ARMS AUCTION. January 31st 
in Edmonton. Firearms, Ammo, 
Accessories. Call Brad Ward, 
780-940-8378 to consign your 
items or collection. Firearm-
sAuction.ca.

AUTOS
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com.

COMING EVENT
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2026  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, Acces-
sories, or Militaria. Collections, 
Estates or single items. For 
Auction, or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609, 
Email: sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit us @ www.swit-
zersauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

COMMERCIAL
PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads connect with more than 
400,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose from 
three packages beginning at 
$269, $299 or $599 to share 
your message in over 70 
Weekly Community News-
papers. Contact THIS NEWS-
PAPER today or email clas-
sifieds@awna.com for more 
information. Call 1-800-282-
6903 or 780-434-8746 or visit 
www.awna.com.

TRAVEL
EXTRAORDINARY VILLA IN 
OSOYOOS, BC, breathtaking 
lake views, just 3 minutes 
from town. Vacation in Cana-
da’s warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Doug 306-716-2671;  
osoyooslakevilla.com.

The family of Michael Gutsfeld, 
Marcia, Teren & Brayden wish to extend 

our sincere appreciation to the Strathmore 
Fire Department, Strathmore EMS, 

Strathmore RCMP detachment, all our 
friends and relatives during the emergency 

at home. You do not know how much you’re 
appreciated. Thanks again! Donations can 

be made to the Heart Foundation.
The Gutsfelds

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 500,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$599599

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

Advertise Advertise 
Province-wideProvince-wide  

plus GST/HSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$599599
BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

plus GST/HSTAsk about the

with a combined  circulation of 
over 500,000 for only... 

Advertise Advertise 
Province-wideProvince-wide  

 

 
 

 

 
 

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS 

$$$ $$$

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED ROyAl CANADIAN MINT COINS, 
FRANklIN MINT, US MINT, WORlD SETS ETC, 

COllECTOR’S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OlyMpIC COINS, 
OlD COINS, OlD $, gOlD COINS, SIlvER COINS, 

bARS, INgOTS, jEWElRy, NUggETS, STERlINg SIlvER 
& ENTIRE COIN COllECTIONS!

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS 

$$$ $$$
WANTED ROyAl CANADIAN MINT COINS, FRANklIN 

MINT, US MINT, WORlD SETS ETC, COllECTOR’S COINS, 
NUMISMATICS, OlyMpIC COINS, OlD COINS, OlD $,  

gOlD COINS, SIlvER COINS, bARS, INgOTS, jEWElRy, NUggETS, 
STERlINg SIlvER & ENTIRE COIN COllECTIONS!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 

ALL OVER ALBERTA+

I PAY CA$H!! I PAY CA$H!! 

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust, 
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything made 
of gold or silver! 

FOR ALL GOLD & SILVER COINS, 
JEWELRY, BARS, INGOTS, 

NUGGETS, GOLD Dust,  
Dental Gold, Bullion, Sterling 

Silverware, plus anything  
made of gold or silver! 

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA,  
and I can come to you!  
I also purchase coin collections!

CAll Todd 
780-504-7995

THANK YOU

SUDOKU
www.StrathmoreTimes.com

www.StrathmoreTimes.com
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January 14, 2026 | 6 p.m.
January 21, 2026 | 6 p.m.
February 4, 2026 | 6 p.m.

Upcoming Council Meetings
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Good food, great food. 
Get the Good Food Box.
The Good Food Box is a non-profit organization 
offering access to nutricious, quality produce while 
ensuring variety, freshness and affordability. This 
program is accessible for everyone regardless of 
income level. For more information visit Strathmore.
ca/GoodFoodBox

Wishing you a very 

Happy New Year!

Level of service 
during the holidays.
With the holidays coming up, there 
will be some changes in service levels. 
The Strathmore Municipal Building will 
be closed from December 25, 2025 
to January 1, 2026 for the Christmas 
holiday. 
Town of Strathmore recreation 
facilities may have reduced or altered 
hours. Check our website, Strathmore.
ca/Recreation, for updated hours 
before visiting.
Please note that waste collection 
will also be altered. For the collection 
schedule and more information, visit 
our website, Strathmore.ca.

For more information about available 
contacts, please visit our website, 
Strathmore.ca/Contact.

You can still contact 
us.
If you run into a problem, you can still 
reach out.
• Sewer and water 403-934-9440
• Power outages         310-WIRE(9473)
• Town operations  403-899-1428
• Police, fire, ambulance          dial: 911

Now with new signs! 
Be someone’s Snow Angel.
While the winter season makes for a beautiful 
snowscape, it also comes with its icy challenges. 
Navigating icy sidewalks can be daunting, especially 
for those who face mobility limitations or health 
concerns. Shoveling those same sidewalks is an 
even more daunting challenge. This is where the 
Strathmore Snow Angels Program comes in. 
Need the Snow Angels help? Call FCSS at 403-
934-9090 to request a sign or visit the Strathmore 
Municipal Building. Visit Strathmore.ca/SnowAngels 
for more information.

Help keep hydrants from looking like snowmen. 
Adopt a hydrant.
In the winter months, heavy snowfall turns hydrants 
into snowmen lookalikes, making it difficult for 
firefighters to locate and access them during 
emergencies. By adopting a hydrant and keeping 
them clear all year long, you’re helping firefighters 
help others. 
Visit Strathmore.ca/adopt-a-hydrant to learn 
more, or be the proud adopter of one of the 370+ 
hydrants in town.

We have 
new signs!

Have an old sign and 
need a new one? Drop 
by and exchange your 
sign at the Strathmore 
Municipal Building.

Bored? We can fix that. 
Join a board.
Boards and committees have always played an 
important role in our community. If you’re looking 
for a way to make an impact, this is your chance 
to get involved. The Town is currently accepting 
applications for the following boards or committees:

• Assessment Review Board - 1 position available.
• Family and Community Support Services 

Advisory Board - 3 positions available.
• Municipal Library board - 1 positions available.
• Municipal Policing Committee - 1 positions 

available.

For questions about Volunteer Boards and 
Committees, please email LSAdmin@strathmore.
ca or call 403-934-3133.

Whenever you can, shop local. 
It might sound cliché, but it really 
matters.


