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403-934-7120   RoseDigsDirt.com

Excavation  n  Septic Install 
Snow Removal  n  Landscaping 

Gravel Hauling

KAREN KATHOL 403-934-1353

REDUCED ! 

201 ELSINORE AVENUE
STANDARD, AB
MLS: A2177890

$310,000
12+ acres with 2 homes, 

large shop, setup for horses 
and so much more.

MLS A2226804MLS A2226804

DIXIE HARTELL 403-934-1034
KAREN KATHOL 403-934-1353

REDUCED ! 

201 ELSINORE AVENUE
STANDARD, AB
MLS: A2177890

$310,000

 3 acres fully developed 
bungalow with over 

1700sqft of living area and 
double attached garage. 

REDUCED $619,900 

MLS A2260363MLS A2260363

Locally Owned & OperatedLocally Owned & Operated

Page 2

Christmas season

Arts on 817

STRATHMORE STRATHMORE 
TIMESTIMES

AddressAddress
129 2nd Avenue

Inside the 
Strathmore 

Business Centre

Office HoursOffice Hours
Monday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

kautzbrothers.com
Realtors

Custom 
Home
Builders
Renovators

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Town of Strathmore approved the 
capital and operating budgets for the 
2026 financial year during the Nov. 25 
budget meeting. 

The operating budget was approved 
for $44,259,300, and the capital budget 
was finalized for $8,721,000. 

“I can confidently say there was not a 
lot of meat left on this bone – in fact I 
would argue there was no meat left on 
this bone for us to pick at,” said Coun. 
Melissa Langmaid. “That makes it both a 
very easy budget for me to review, and 
also a very difficult budget because I 
would really like to find that meat on the 
bone that we could find some savings on, 
but there just was not a ton there.”

Similar to what was noted during the 
Nov. 20 budget meeting, council stressed 
that the overall municipal tax increase 
was set at 2.8 per cent. Last year, the 
budget was approved with a 3.62 per 
cent total increase. 

Residents must still prepare to stom-
ach a significant tax increase due to the 
provincial government’s education req-
uisition, which is beyond the Town of 
Strathmore’s control to influence.

The town’s operational reserve policy 
mandates a minimum reserve balance of 
five per cent of the operational budget. 
This time around, that equates to $2.212 
million.

Coun. Claude Brown motioned to re-
duce the proposed operating reserve 
contribution from $638,200 to $404,000, 
aiming for a 1.2 per cent tax decrease. 
This reduction was suggested to cut the 
$100,000 financial stabilization contribu-
tion and reduce non-annual recurring ex-
penditures by $134,000.

“Reserves are what-ifs that will hap-
pen in the current year, and … should 
we require more payment into policing, 
and it doesn’t happen this year, then the 
reserves are just a means of building 
up money that we could be paying into 
that,” said Brown. 

Continued on Page 4

The Town of Strathmore hosted its annual Skate with Santa event on Nov. 30 at the Strathmore Fam-

ily Centre. Skaters would pay just $2 to skate, or bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to 

the Wheatland County Food Bank. For more coverage, see Page 7.

Santa hits the ice

Town passes 
2026 budgets

Joe Lepage Photo

STRATHMORE TIMESTIMES
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www.bridgingthegapalberta.ca

For further information, please email 
 Nancy at btgalberta@outlook.com

or by calling 403-934-5335 ext. 3

Growing Families Society
for East Rural Counties

BridgingBridging
the Gap

BridgingBridging
the Gap

Friday, December 12, 1 pm 
Joyland Theatre, Strathmore

Free seniors’ 
matinee for 
those 55+

The concession will be open, so please remember to 
bring cash for popcorn and treats!

County
Enhancement

Grant

Community 
Enhancement 

Grant
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A special Christmas Matinee, showing  National Lampoon’s                     Christmas               Vacation

Merry Christmas from 
Justin Hansen & Judy Forsyth at your local ATB 

Light up the Night!Light up the Night!
The Strathmore and District Agricultural Soci-
ety held the opening night of the annual Cel-
ebration of Lights on Nov. 29 at the Strathmore 
Ag Ball Diamonds. In addition to the impres-
sive light displays, the event offered numerous 
activities such as horse-drawn sleigh rides, 
caroling, and hot chocolate, culminating in a 
magnificent fireworks display at the end of the 
evening. Joe Lepage Photos

Perfect paradePerfect parade
The Town of Strathmore and RE/MAX Key 
hosted the annual Santa Claus Parade in 
downtown Strathmore on Nov. 29. Commu-
nity groups and businesses paraded through 
the streets handing out treats to children.

Joe Lepage Photos

Promises To Be

Your Christmas
Shopping Paradise

Your Christmas
Shopping Paradise

A Wide Variety of Original Work

By Local Artists & Artisans

Christmas 202 is Our5
'Spirit of Generosity' Campaign

Christmas 202 is Our5
'Spirit of Generosity' Campaign

With each Purchase you will Qualify in a

Draw for 1 of 20 Prizes, all Generously

Donated by Our Talented Artists!

With each Purchase you will Qualify in a

Draw for 1 of 20 Prizes, all Generously

Donated by Our Talented Artists!

PRIZES on Display at The Vault

*Find us Downtown beside Value Drug Mart*

We Welcome you To
Strathmore's "Hidden Gem"

Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 4pm

The Vault
Cultural Collective
The Vault
Cultural Collective
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County launches into budget season
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

It’s budget season for Wheatland County and dis-
cussions regarding the interim operating, and capi-
tal budgets opened during the Nov. 25 Committee 
of the Whole meeting. 

The interim budget focuses on upcoming service 
and capital requirements and is scheduled to be ap-
proved by Dec. 16. This gives the necessary autho-
rity under the Municipal Government Act to spend 
in the new fiscal year. 

Final budgets are typically to be presented in late 
March or early April of the new year. The delay is 
intended to allow county administration to incor-
porate more accurate details, as well as to finish 
the previous year’s audit, and give council mem-
bers more time to receive accurate inflationary pro-
jections. 

“That can help drive and inform council’s decisi-
ons on that final budget, and then finally in March, 
we have the assessment information ready,” said 
Joel Chiasson, manager of financial services.

“That is the base of the property taxes – we have 
the updated assessment values and then the tax ra-
tes are calculated on that assessment base. That is 
when we really get into the details of the specific 
tax revenue, the amount requested, (and) the split 
between the different classes.”

The currently drafted budget continues to prio-
ritize significant infrastructure investments, inclu-
ding engineering and planning studies throughout 
the municipality.

A two per cent placeholder for a municipal tax 
increase was included in the draft to account for 
growth or inflation, however the actual tax rate de-
cision will be reserved for implementation in the 
final budgets. 

Within Wheatland County, a one per cent tax in-
crease equates to approximately $300,000 of addi-
tional annual revenue. 

As it was presented to the Committee of the Who-
le, the gross base interim budget is currently esti-
mated at $56.4 million. 

Notable operational changes include the com-
pletion of the Goldfinch raw water line in 2026, 
implementation of the internal waste transfer roll 
off bins program, and decreased local area pension 
plan rates. 

As this is the first year of a new council term, 
council may make amendments in the final budget 
based on early 2026 strategic planning discussions, 
which will better cement their goals and priorities 
for the upcoming term.

“This year might be a little bit different becau-
se council will have their strategic planning whe-
re they will set their priorities and their specific 
goals for the upcoming four years, and that will 
likely drive some of the budget decisions that we 
or council makes in the final budget and corres-
ponding tax strategy,” said Chiasson. “The plan is to 
do a community survey as well. Administration felt 
that would be a good thing to correspond with that 
final budget with the strategic planning as well; 
bring that to some of those findings with the final 
budget.”

Among the major priorities outlined in the inte-
rim budget, it is suggested for the county to commit 
to spending $50 million over the next five years, 
and $100 million over the next 10 to address its 
backlog of bridges which require repair or replace-
ment. 

Committee members have been requested to send 
detailed inquiries and comments to administration 
by Dec. 5 in order to allow staff time to compile 
responses for the final interim budget approval.

County presented with updated asset 
management plan
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County is developing an update to 
its asset management plan which aims to bet-
ter describe and catalogue county resources for 
council use. 

The purpose of the Nov. 25 presentation was to 
review the master asset management plan which 
was discussed earlier this year in preparation for 
the county’s budget deliberations. 

The initial version of the plan provides an over-
view of the county’s assets, as well as provides 
information regarding maintenance and rehabili-
tation needs of local infrastructure. Additionally, 
eventual decommissioning is documented with 
regards to upgrading or adding assets. 

“It’s not a deep dive into every asset, but we 
(have) a picture of where we are at with every 
asset and the plan going forward is to supplement 
that with deep dive asset management plans whe-
re we are really looking at everything within that 
asset to update the master asset plan,” said Harry 
Kim, manager of information services. “The coun-
ty’s total asset replacement cost is estimated to be 
at $766 million as of 2025. Every asset we have, 
over time at different times and periods is going 
to need replacement, so this is the number that 
we are looking at.”

Accounting for nearly half of the county’s asset 
portfolio (47 per cent), is the local road network, 
which demands an estimated total cost of $359.7 
million to replace in its entirety. 

Kim clarified this number is fluid based on con-

struction costs at any given time; however, the 
ongoing trend is for such expenses to increase. 

Gravel roads were specifically excluded from 
the replacement cost calculation due to requiring 
an estimated $22 billion to replace, which would 
skew the rest of the results. Gravel roads are typi-
cally maintained perpetually as opposed to being 
replaced.

Immediately behind the road network in terms 
of cost to replace are the county’s bridges and 
culverts, estimated to be at approximately 120.4 
million. 

“Some of the good news is that our condition 
data (shows) we have almost 84 per cent of our 
assets to be in fair or better condition. The main 
consideration behind condition is year built, so 
we are estimating that if it was built at a certain 
period, by now it is at a certain condition,” said 
Kim. “What we did right now is just get an over-
view. We didn’t get a deep dive, but this is an area 
that could improve in the future when we do deep 
dives into specific assets where we will be able to 
get more accurate information.”

The current asset management plan suggests 
approximately 41 per cent of the county’s assets 
will require replacement within the next 10 years. 

Though no decisions regarding the master asset 
management plan have been formalized due to its 
presentation before the committee of the whole, 
the information will serve to guide future council 
decisions, particularly in regard to the upcoming 
2026 budget.

Water Softeners, Iron Filters & Drinking Water Systems

403-901-5512 

Water Softeners, Iron Filters
& Drinking Water Systems 

Unit D, 
202 Canal Court, 
Strathmore, AB

403.934.6044
prowatersystems

@gmail.com
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their child their child 
the richest the richest 
inheritanceinheritance

SUDOKU

Your Deal - Your Way

Residential • Land • Farm • Luxury • Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live 
Call 403.324.4343

Christaalemanrealtor.com

REMAX KEY

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright

Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE 
ASSEMBLY  (1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283  www.rccgstrathmore.com

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm 
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm 

Last Friday of every Month - 
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm 

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore

403-934-2641  
www.sacredhc.ca

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY

3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494   www.c3connect.ca

Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson

Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.

C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:

www.smoreuc.com
     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired

 W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE 
CHURCH

102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171

Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Worship Sundays 10:30 am

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Come join us for a spirit-filled time 

of worship

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 
1st service 9:00am

2nd service 10:45am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Sunday Worship 10 am
www.hope-community.ca

GOD’S QUESTIONS

To a people experiencing 
economic and political 
distress, God, through the 
prophet Isaiah, asks, “Why 
do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” While it’s 
an ancient question, it is 
remarkably appropriate in our 
modern society, where we are 
inundated daily with promises 
that this or that product or 
experience is exactly what will 
satisfy our life’s needs and 
desires. Except, of course, 
most of those promises never 
prove true, at least not in the 
long run. And yet, we still buy 
into those promises again and 
again – until circumstances 
change for the worse and we 
can no longer even hope to 
acquire the thing we’ve come 
to believe we need.
The irony in God’s original 
question is that it comes in the 
middle of God’s invitation: “Ho, 
everyone who thirsts, come to 
the waters; and you that have 

no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without 
price … Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and 
delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may 
live.” 
God is laying out a great feast, 
a bounty that will last a lifetime 
and even longer. So why waste 
your life in unsatisfying pursuits 
when a feast of real food that 
truly satisfies is available for the 
asking?
The invitation to a great feast 
may seem out of place during 
Lent. But the true thrust of both 
Lent and God’s invitation to the 
great banquet are the same – 
take the opportunity to return 
to God. “Seek the Lord while 
he may be found and call upon 
him while he is near.”
Even with its focus on fasting 
and self-denial, Lent is still a 
most 

Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Continued from Page 1

“Once that does become operational, 
it will be introduced into the budget. 
I do not believe that there is a risk in 
reducing the reserve at this time and 
breaking even.”

Brown’s motion was defeated in a 
vote of 4-3 against.

After accounting for all planned ex-
penditures, administration estimated 
the uncommitted operating reserves sit 
at $3.421 million.

Seven community protective servic-
es projects were approved for funding, 
totaling $2,596,000. These included the 
final payment on a fire truck, $100,000 
for the front-end engineering design of 
a new fire hall, $220,000 for a bush bud-
dy replacement, $195,000 for a modu-
lar fire training center, and $850,000 for 
Phase 3 of the Family Centre Arena roof-
ing project. 

The town received over $27.6 million 
in capital requests for 2026. The current 
year capital requests funded was noted 
by administration to be at a little over 
$8.7 million. This represents the great-
est amount of unfunded projects since 
2023. 

“It’s a country-wide problem talked 
about at all levels of government. It af-
fects local government as well. It is im-
portant to note that while there is a $19 
million deficit, it is just like our own 
home balances,” said CAO Kevin Scoble. 
“We all have things that we want that we 
can’t necessarily (afford). So, it is about 
building the reserves for what we ab-
solutely need for future infrastructure.”

Budget approved

ALBERTA  RCMP

RCMP are raising awareness about a ghost broker scam. 
During a recent motor vehicle collision in the Ponoka area, it 
was discovered that one of the involved parties was the vic-
tim of insurance fraud. The victim provided his pink card as 
required which indicated the company All Covered Canada, 
only to find out that this insurance company did not exist.

Ghost brokers are individuals who disguise themselves as 
insurance brokers under the false pretext of selling insuran-
ce. As a result, those who pay ghost brokers for these fake 
insurance policies are not covered or insured at all. 

Some red flags to look for are:
• Deals that are too good to be true.
• No physical office or suspicious online presence.
• Unable to provide proof of insurance immediately.
• Charging a “finder’s fee.”
• Asking for cash only payments.
It is recommended that the public should always:
• Speak with an insurance professional who is properly 

licensed and qualified to sell insurance.

RCMP advise of ghost broker scam
• Only purchase insurance from a 

brokerage or agent you trust.
• Confirm a specific insurance bro-

ker’s license status by referring to the 
licensing body within your province. 
For example, in Alberta, Albertans can 
check the Alberta Insurance Council to 
look up and confirm details of an insu-
rance representative and the agency 
they represent.

If you believe you are a victim of or 
have information regarding ghost bro-
ker fraud please call your local police. 
If you want to remain anonymous, you 
can contact Crime Stoppers by phone 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), by internet at 
www.tipsubmit.com, or by SMS (check 
your local Crime Stoppers www.crime-
stoppers.ab.ca for instructions).

Shining silverShining silver
The Strathmore Spartans senior boys volleyball team earned a silver medal at the 4A Volleyball Provincials in Fort McMurray 
on Nov. 29. The Spartans’ silver medal completes the trifecta as the team earned a 3A gold last year and a 3A bronze on home 
court in the prior two provincial championships. This season, SHS moved up to the 4A championship as they now have a student 
population of over 800 students.

Photo Courtesy of SHS
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Thinking

We are too 

Please recycle
this newspaper

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association – recognizing the e�orts of community newspapers

The process in recycling 
takes a newspaper full circle, 

right back to newsprint 
ready to be printed again.
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Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

People with a family member with Alzhei-
mer’s disease (ALZ), sometime worry that 
they will develop it, too.  The risk of devel-
oping ALZ is influenced by a combination 
of factors, including the effects of multiple 
genes.  Environmental, lifestyle, and health 
factors such as hypertension, exercise, diet, 
exposure to pollutants, and smoking, can also 
affect a person’s risk. We can’t do much about 
our genes but getting regular exercise, man-
aging high blood pressure and not smoking 
will certainly help one’s ALZ risk profile.
High blood pressure is a serious health prob-

lem and if left untreated, can cause adverse 
effects on the heart and kidneys. Fortunately, 
there are excellent medications for fix high 
blood pressure.  The key to treatment is to 
take the medication routinely as the doctor 
prescribes.  If you take your blood pressure at 
home and it seems normal, don’t stop taking 
the medication because it means the treat-
ment is working.
It was back in 1796, that Edward Jenner 

introduced a vaccination against smallpox, 
a serious disease that has been eradicated 
from the face of the earth.  This is just a re-
minder that vaccines do work and have saved 
millions of lives over the past 100+ years. 
There has been much misinformation about 
vaccines lately, much of it coming from the 
U.S. Talk to your doctor or pharmacist about 
vaccines and get the right information.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has much good 

and bad about it.  The hope is that it will help 
in medicine and the treatment of diseases.  
Recently, AI was used to develop two new 
antibiotics to kill superbugs. Too early to tell 
how effective these drugs will be, but it marks 
a significant milestone in drug discovery.Chantelle de Jonge

MLA, Chestermere-Strathmore

129 2  Avenuend

P. O. Box: 2527
Strathmore, AB

403-962-0126
Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Local ball player crowned 
player of the year
MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

For most young athletes, earning recognition at the provin-
cial level is a dream. 

For 18-year-old Aubrey Stender that dream became reality 
last weekend in Edmonton when he was awarded Baseball 
Alberta’s U18 AAA Player of the Year, a milestone he descri-
bes as both meaningful and long-awaited.

“I feel accomplished,” laughed Stender, as he searched for 
the right words. “Ever since I went to U18 Baseball Alberta, 
I knew that (Player of the Year Award) was a thing and I just 
wanted to win it, and I feel after three years, being my last 
year as well, it just feels like a great accomplishment in my 
(baseball) career.”

Stender has spent more than a decade on the diamond. 
“This year was my 11th year of playing baseball.” he said. 
Growing up through Strathmore Minor Baseball, he deve-

loped steadily, eventually becoming one of the top players in 
the province and earning attention from college programs.

“This year I got a scholarship for baseball in Williston Nor-
th Dakota,” he explained, where he plays for the Williston 
State Tetons. “And I think that was a big turning point, main-
ly because I wasn’t trying; this season was not like a season 
for trying to make myself seen, you know? It was more of a 
development and just (to) have a little more fun. And I think 
that’s one of the reasons why I was able to get Player of the 
Year, because I was more relaxed and I just felt more in the 
element and playing the sport I love.”

The transition to a higher level of competition hasn’t been 
as overwhelming as one might expect.

“Not as much as I would have thought,” he said. “I’ve been 
playing with teams that the competition is just way higher 
than the small-town baseball. I’ve played with an academy 
out of Saskatoon that went down to Arizona and played a 
bunch of college teams, and so I think it’s good that I got the 
exposure before going because now I kind of know what’s 
going on and I know what to expect and what the coaches 
look for.”

Despite the award and the college opportunity, Stender 
remains grounded and quick to credit those who helped him 
get here. When asked about the biggest influences on his 
growth, he didn’t hesitate.

“Strathmore Minor Baseball, that was the stepping stone. I 
would not be where I am without them,” he said. “They have 
been there since Day 1. They’ve been coaching me since day 
one. They know what I do. They know what to do. It’s just 

been great.”
Another key influence is his father. 
“He’s living through me a little bit and he pushes me to go 

harder, and he drives me all these places,” said Stender. “The 
support from my family and friends is also awesome.”

Looking ahead, Stender says he’s focused on the present. 
“I’m kind of tunnel vision right now with this year, it’s 

constantly competing for a spot, so I’m kind of just focusing 
on the spot now,” he said. “Further down the line now, I’m 
gonna be playing baseball until I can’t. I’ll go as far as I can.”

For now, Stender is enjoying the moment, an honour ear-
ned through years of dedication, community support and un-
wavering love for the game. 

“I’m doing what I love,” he said simply. “And I’m going to 
continue doing what I love.”

Estates and Large Collections Welcome 
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for 
transportation and verification
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Light steel blue for 
‘Distributing’ base text

Alternate medium steel blue 
for ‘Distributing’ base text on 
light coloured backgrounds

HEX: #607C9A HEX: #3D5667

C: 96
M: 124
Y: 154

C: 61
M: 86
Y: 103

full colour

Logo colours and usage

on black or dark backgrounds on light coloured (not white) backgrounds

METAK DISTRIBUTORS LTD

DISTRIBUTING LTD DISTRIBUTING LTDSeeking All Makes and 
Types of Firearms and 

Ammunition

Call Tony 403.519.7250 or email 

info@metakdistributing.com

Strathmore’s own Aubrey Stender was named Baseball Alberta’s U18 AAA 
Player of the Year. Strathmore Times File Photos

Come Cheer on Your Come Cheer on Your 
Agra Risk Wheatland KingsAgra Risk Wheatland Kings

NEXT HOME GAMES

Strathmore 
Family Centre 
- Gold Arena

Friday, December 12  

• 7:45 pm vs Coaldale

Saturday, December 13  

• 7:45 pm vs Airdrie

Friday, January 9  

• 7:45 pm vs Medicine Hat

Saturday, January 10  

• 7:45 pm vs Coaldale
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Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.

To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted.
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

December 9, 2025, 9:00 a.m. | Municipal Planning Commission
December 16, 2025, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting
January 13, 2025, 9:00 a.m. | Council Meeting

Postponed
Until Further

Notice

Sam Crowfoot elected new 
Chief for Siksika Nation
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Siksika Nation has elected its new 
Chief and council with Sam Crow-
foot at the helm, defeating Frederick 
Rabbit Carrier and Jack Royal for the 
position. 

A total of 49 candidates campaig-
ned to claim 12 council seats. The 
new council now consists of Romeo 
Crow Chief, Own Crane Bear, Louise 
Doore, Stephen Old Yellow Woman, 
Kendall Panther Bone, Lenora Rabbit 
Carrier, Candace Backfat, Carlon Big 
Snake, Darrell Daniels, Jamie Spring 
Chief, Ike Solway, and Tracy McHu-
gh. 

Voting took place Nov 26, from 9 
a.m. until 8 p.m. This followed in the 
wake of advanced polling, which had 
taken place Nov. 19.

“We need to make our community 
safer. Our community is already safer 
than what it was six years ago, which 
is really good, but it still needs to 
be safer. We need to bring back our 
policing, that is a big thing to work 
toward,” said Crowfoot, outlining his 
immediate priorities as council activi-
ties resume. 

“We (also) need to work on diffe-
rent governing documents. There is 
a big push for us to shore up our 
governance – looking at a constituti-
on for our nation is going to be key, 
and then we need to develop some 
infrastructure, some capital projects 
… things like that.”

Crowfoot has spent the last six ye-

ars serving on Chief and council as 
an elected councillor.

He explained a significant part of 
his platform is to address legal chal-
lenges the nation has been experien-
cing, particularly before the courts, as 
well as to protect the nation against 
provincial encroachment.

Crowfoot steps into his new role 
as Chief, succeeding his cousin, Ou-
ray Crowfoot, who has stepped away 
from council in order to pursue pri-
vate ventures. 

“I’ve talked with (Ouray) a lot … 
we have been close our entire lives 
so there is a natural discussion with 
the passing of the torch,” said Crow-
foot. “From the last term, we had a 
transition of seven, and five remain 
on, which is a pretty high transiti-
on. But that being said, two of those 
transitions are not first-time council-
lors; they have been on four or five 
terms in the past, respectively.”

The first meeting of the new Chief 
and council took place, Nov. 28, 
which Crowfoot explained consisted 
of laying out expectations and things 
that members wished to bring for-
ward and prioritize.

Among the capital projects which 
have been suggested is the develop-
ment of more facilities for nation 
members to be able to develop their 
sense of community.

“Our fiscal year operates on the 
same kind of time frame as everybo-
dy else, so that is something we are 
definitely looking at,” added Crow-
foot.

Santa ‘arrested’ for a causeSanta ‘arrested’ for a cause
Santa Claus found himself arrested – temporarily – on Saturday, Nov. 29, as Strathmore peace officers 
staged an “arrest” to support local families in need. Santa was detained outside Strathmore’s Walmart, en-
couraging shoppers to bail him out with donations of toys, hats, mittens, and hygiene items. Peace officers 
partnered with the U19 girls ringette team, who joined in collecting contributions for the Strathmore and 
Wheatland County Christmas Hamper Society. Joe Lepage Photo

SHS celebrates excellenceSHS celebrates excellence
Strathmore High School recognized its 2024-2025 outstanding academic achievement for students in 
Grades 10-12. Layal Sarhan (l-r, Grade 10), Abbie Skene (Grade 11) and Gwen Smith (Grade 12) each 
received the honour of having the highest mark in their respective grades. The ceremony concluded with 
the presentation of the prestigious Governor General’s Bronze Medal, which was also won by Smith, who 
earned the top academic average in all three years she attended SHS. After graduating last year, she chose 
to take a gap year to explore her future path. She is now planning to apply to McMaster University with the 
goal of becoming a Reproductive Endocrinologist. Joe Lepage Photo
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Wheatland County 
resident smashes yet 
another world record
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Jennifer Fraser and her dogs have 
smashed yet another world record, this 
time setting a new fastest time for com-
pleting 10 leapfrog jumps. 

She explained the trick consists of 
two dogs facing a trainer jumping over 
each other in sequence “leapfrogging” 
over each other. 

This record was completed by Fra-
ser’s three-year-old Australian shep-
herd, Chardonnay, and two-year-old 
rescued border collie, Kiwi. 

“I had Kiwi for like eight months; 
we did the record with Chardonnay 
and she nailed it. She’s been a great 
performing dog, a great family dog, 
she gets along with my kids, my cats, 
everything. She just fit into my team 
like a glove, like it was meant to be,” 
said Fraser. 

“I was looking for a dog, and I ended 
up finding (Kiwi), this drop-dead gor-
geous border collie and I rescued her. 
The first week she was performing 
at Stampede events. She was just so 
friendly and so outgoing, and she lo-
ved the kids.”

Fraser emphasized having found 
Kiwi through the Alberta Herding Dog 
Rescue, operated by Cindy Sweeney. 
The not-for-profit organization specifi-
cally focuses on rehoming and retrai-
ning herding and athletic breeds into 
environments where they will be able 
to have proper stimulation and enrich-
ment. 

“(Sweeney) has a lot of lovely dogs 
there that just need a little extra love 
and a little bit more education when it 
comes to giving them a home,” added 
Fraser. 

She explained Kiwi was previously 
under the care of a young girl who 

lived in an apartment. Kiwi was given 
up around when she reached eight 
months old as she began to come into 
adolescence and required more time 
and space to run around. 

Kiwi was able to perform the record 
attempt with Chardonnay after only 
eight months of training with Fraser. 
She clarified that for a dog to go from 
adoption to performing at such a level, 
this time frame is exceptionally brief. 

This record follows immediately in 
the wake of another approved world 
record attempt, being the fastest 10 
hoop slalom completed by a dog. 

The task was to jump through five 
raised hoops, loop around and return 
back through in as short a time as pos-
sible. 

Chardonnay set the new record for 
this at 7.34 seconds. The previous re-
cord had been set at 8.58 seconds in 
2016 by Stephen Bailey and his dog 
Neo in Minehead, United Kingdom.

Fraser is now credited with holding 
18 world records with her dogs. Of 
these, 16 were previously set by Dai-
quiri, who is now aging out of his per-
formance days at nearly 11 years old. 

She joked that her motivation for 
breaking record after record is due to 
boredom. 

“I have ADHD – if I am not busy 24/7, 
my brain explodes,” laughed Fraser. “I 
love to stay busy, but also, honestly, it 
is to challenge myself, to challenge my 
dogs, to really get my name out there 
proving that I am a trainer who can 
train any breed any time and get them 
to be exceptional.”

Fraser added for those who would 
be able to provide a working home for 
an energetic dog, visit albertaherding-
dogrescue.ca to learn more about the 
dogs looking for their forever homes, 
or how to help out the organization.

Helping the world hear better
Serving Alberta since 1964

ATHABASCA CLINIC
Every 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month

Call to inquire at: 1-866-526-8663

Hearing Evaluations
Free tests for seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!

We Provide:
Latest Technology

 - all digital hearing aid models
Repairs to all models

30 day trial period
We are AADL, WCB, NIHB, DVA

providers

Qualified Hearing Care Professional

202 Second Avenue, Strathmore

403-901-6332

Hearing Evaluations   |   Free Tests for Seniors
Walk-Ins Welcome!

Qualified Hearing Care Professionals

We Provide:

• Latest Technology 
 - all digital hearing aid models

• Repairs to 
 all models

• 30 day trial period

We are AADL, WCB, 
NIHB, DVA providers

LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA @LAKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE

DON’T MISS OUT! FOLLOW US FOR THE LATEST LAKEWOOD NEWS!

Developer-direct incentive | No cost to homeowner or builder | 
Available only for new home purchases in Phase 2B. Terms and conditions apply. 

Offer ends Dec 26 | lakewoodofstrathmore.ca

Celebrate the season with a special bonus 
for new homebuyers in Phase 2B!

Celebrate the season with a special bonus 
for new homebuyers in Phase 2B!

November 12  - December 26 , 2025

th thNovember 12  - December 26 , 2025th th

Holiday GiftHoliday Gift
BUNDLEBUNDLE

LAKEWOODLAKEWOOD

Your choice of
Interior Design
credit OR
Landscaping credit

NEW HOMENEW HOME
BUNDLEBUNDLE

Customize your new beginning 
with added home value.

Customize your new beginning 
with added home value.

Santa on bladesSanta on blades
Santa Claus and some of his closest skating friends hit the ice for the annual Skate with Santa event 
on Nov. 30 at the Strathmore Family Centre. Joe Lepage Photos
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Buy Tickets

1-800-267-7553
RosebudTheatre.com

Canadian
Adaptation

Kings to host revival of Heritage League All Star-Game
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings are 
gearing up for the return of the Herita-
ge Junior Hockey League All-Star game, 
set to be hosted at the Strathmore Fa-
mily Centre on Dec. 6.

Cody Holdaway, general manager for 
the Wheatland Kings, explained each 
team throughout the north and south 
divisions have submitted amounts of 
players based on their regular season 
rankings.

“We have a best-on-best north divi-
sion versus south division full all-star 
game, backed up with a skills compe-
tition as well,” he said. “We have got a 

couple events, there are quite a few – 
everything from fastest skater, hardest 
shot, accuracy shooting; there will be 
some challenges to test the league’s top 
goalies; we have got radar guns set up 
and everything.”

Each team will be comprised of play-
ers from all teams in the league. The 
idea being to showcase some of the top 
talent in the league all in one place. 

Holdaway added that the Heritage Ju-
nior Hockey League being among the 
premier leagues in Canada, the players 
participating will effectively be among 
the top talent for their age in the coun-
try. 

“Each team’s general manager had to 
submit their picks by (Nov. 23) and then 

Council adopts Strathmore’s 2026 
operating and capital budget
TOWN OF STRATHMORE

Strathmore town council adopted 
a recommended $44,259,300 opera-
ting and a $8,721,000 capital budget 
for a total combined 2026 budget of 
$52,980,300 at the Nov. 25, regular 
council meeting. 

“Administration has worked diligent-
ly to present budgets that prepare the 
town for future growth, with a focus on 
making strategic investments to create 
long-term efficiencies,” said Kara Rusk, 
Director of Strategic, Administrative, 
and Financial Services.

The 2026 budget ensures that the 
town can continue delivering the many 
quality services that Strathmore’s re-
sidents and businesses rely on, while 
investing in new capital projects and 
reserves. These services include water 
and wastewater services, snow remo-
val, road maintenance, garbage collec-
tion, and recreation.

“I’d like to thank Strathmore’s resi-

dents, community organizations, and 
businesses for their participation du-
ring the 2026 budget deliberations. 
Their help ensured that this budget re-
flects our community’s priorities,” said 
Mayor Fule. “Council faced many chal-
lenges throughout this process as our 
residents and municipality continue 
to grapple with the affordability crisis 
and inflation. I am proud that we were 
able to pass a fiscally responsible bud-
get that supports our residents by in-
vesting in essential programs, services, 
and infrastructure.”

The total 2026 budget of $52,980,300 
results in a proposed property tax in-
crease for 2026 of 2.8 per cent (muni-
cipal portion), which, on average, is an 
increase of $15 per $100,000 of asses-
sed property value, or $75 per year for 
a house valued $500,000.

For more information about the bud-
get process or to view a final copy of 
the adopted 2026 Budget (Strathmore.
ca/Budget).

the rosters were released Monday (Nov. 
24) evening,” explained Holdaway. “Alt-
hough the Kings are technically in first 
place in the south division right now, 
all star rankings were selected based 
on point percentage and Medicine Hat 
Cubs were a marginal percentage above 
us.”

Due to this, the Cubs have five play-
ers selected to participate in the all-star 
game. The Kings have selected four, 
being in second place by this metric. 

The third place team, in this case for 
the south division being the Coaldale 
Copperheads, sends three players. Bey-
ond this, the remaining three teams 
each send two players to participate. 
The top two goalies in the division are 
then added in order to form the 20-man 
roster.

Representing the Agra Risk Wheat-
land Kings will be Luke Nottveit (for-
ward), Cole Tweit (forward), Charlie 
Goll (forward), and Chase Berg (defen-
seman).

The selected rosters for both divisi-
ons do not practise together prior to 
the start of the game, instead being 
expected to be able to blend together 
with their teammates on the go.

Holdaway explained the all-star game 
was a tradition within the league for a 
number of years prior to the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This year, it 

was something he said all of the teams 
agreed would be welcome to see revi-
ved.

The last time the all-star game was 
hosted was in 2019. 

“Strathmore has actually never hosted 
it before. It was just selected at the an-
nual general meeting every year. Teams 
were able to submit bids and then the 
league’s members would vote based on 
which proposal they thought would be 
the best,” said Holdaway. “It’s definite-
ly been a challenge – there are lots of 
logistical things with bringing 12 junior 
hockey teams to one game. Our media 
team has been running off the rails pos-
ting all the player announcements and 
everything. We are pretty excited.”

He added that several scouts repre-
senting the Alberta Junior Hockey 
League have confirmed their attendan-
ce, as well as from other notable hoc-
key organizations. 

The coaching staff for the all-star 
game will consist of those from the 
first-place representative teams – in this 
case being the Medicine Hat Cubs for 
the south division, and the Red Deer 
Vipers from the north.

The skills competition starts at 3 p.m. 
on Dec. 6 and lasts about 90 minutes. 
The All Star game begins at 7:45 p.m., 
following the usual Kings game sche-
dule.

Christmas cheerChristmas cheer
The Strathmore United church was filled with 
holiday cheer as the Traveling Mabels were the 
headliners for the Arts on 817 Concert Series on 
Nov. 28. Their playlist included many favourites 
such as “River” and “Let it Snow,” along-side 
originals like “Grandma’s Kitchen.” Opening for 
the Mabels was Santas Songbirds, a collabora-
tive group of seven singers from the Ally Brigley 
Music Studio.

Melissa Piche Photos

Earning a pointEarning a point
The Strathmore Storm U13A team earned a well deserved 
point after a 5-5 draw versus Okotoks on Nov. 29 at the 
Strathmore Family Centre. The Storm will now prepare to 
host Cochrane on Dec. 5 in Gleichen, before hosting Leth-
bridge the following day at the Strathmore Family Centre.

Joe Lepage Photos
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FINAL COUNTDOWN

Barbwire Main EventBarbwire Main Event
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Call  403-616-1870 for Sponsorship and table questions.
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AG PAVILION -  33 WHEATLAND DRIVE STRATHMORE,  ALBERTA
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Advance  Front  Row  $30  @  the  Door  $35  ( If  Ava l ib le )
Advance  Genera l  $25  -@  the  Door  -  Genera l  $30

Order  on  Eventbr ite  (L ink  in  QR Code )

V IP Tab les ,  Front  Row  &  Advance  T ickets  Holders  
Meet  and  Greet  w ith  the  Stars  of  the  show  -  6:00pm  -  6:30pm

Genera l  Doors :  6:30pm  -  Show  7:30pm

Advance Front Row $30 @ the Door $35 ( I f  Avalible)
Advance General  $25 -@ the Door -  General  $30

Order on Eventbrite (Link in QR Code)
VIP Tables,  Front Row & Advance Tickets Holders 

Meet and Greet with the Stars of  the show -  6:00pm -  6:30pm
General  Doors:  6 :30pm -  Show 7:30pm
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RCMP shares tips to protect against fraud
ALBERTA RCMP

RCMP reminds residents 
about the importance of 
staying vigilant as more of 
our daily activities take place 
online and over the phone. 
With the rise in digital com-
munication, fraudsters are 
finding new ways to scam 
unsuspecting victims. 

Over the past month, 
RCMP have seen an incre-
ase in reported frauds with 
fraudsters purporting them-
selves as representatives of 
government agencies, using 
technology to “spoof” that 
the person calling appears to 
be from a legitimate govern-
ment agency. Victims were 
contacted, told they had out-
standing fines or were wan-
ted by police, provided a link 
to pay those fines or given 
instructions to download an 
app and provide personal in-
formation in order to avoid 
arrest.

RCMP offers the following 
tips on how to protect your-
self from online fraud and 
scams:

• Protect your computer 
and accounts – be cautious 
of urgent looking pop-ups 
and suspicious emails with 
spelling or formatting errors.

• Don’t click on unknown 
links or attachments.

• Use anti-virus software 
and keep your operating 
system up to date.

• Secure your online ac-
counts with strong and uni-

que passwords.
• Do not use the same 

password for numerous ac-
counts.

• Don’t be afraid to say no. 
If a caller pressures you to 
buy something or send mo-
ney immediately, hang up. 
Scammers often create a sen-
se of urgency to manipulate 
victims.

• Confirm the legitimacy 
of businesses by checking 
official websites and contac-
ting them directly before you 
act. If someone calls about 
a family member in trouble, 
reach out to others before 
acting.

• Guard your personal 
information and never sha-
re personal details (name, 
address, birthdate, banking 
info, etc.) unless you initia-
ted the contact. You never 
know who’s on the other 
end of an unsolicited call or 
message.

• Beware of upfront fees. 
In Canada, legitimate prizes 
do not require fees or taxes 
to claim.

• If you didn’t enter a con-
test, you’re not a winner.

• Create passwords with 
at least eight characters, in-
cluding uppercase and lo-
wercase letters, numbers, 
and symbols. Never reuse 
passwords across different 
accounts.

• Keep your computer, 
smartphone, and tablet se-
cure with updated antivi-
rus software and automatic 

system updates.
• Don’t be afraid to say no. If 

someone pressures you to send 
money or provide personal in-
formation right away, end the 
conversation. You’re not being 
rude – you’re being safe.

• High-pressure sales tactics, 
requests for secrecy, urgent de-
mands, or upfront fees are all 
signs of potential fraud.

• If you’re unsure about a mes-
sage, email, or phone call, talk 
to a family member or someone 
you trust. You can also visit the 
company’s official website and 
call their verified contact num-
ber to confirm any claims.

• Be suspicious of calls or 
messages claiming you’ve won a 
prize, especially if you’re asked 
to pay a fee to receive it.

• Legitimate businesses and 
government agencies will never 
ask for payment using gift cards. 
This is a common tactic used by 
scammers.

• Use a family safe word. If 
someone calls claiming to be a 

relative in distress, ask for the 
safe word. If they can’t provide 
it, hang up immediately and call 
the person they claimed to be 
directly.

• Never give out personal in-
formation. This includes your 
SIN, banking details, or pass-
words – especially if you didn’t 
initiate the contact.

• Report suspicious activity, 
even if you didn’t lose money. 
Reporting scams helps protect 
others. Contact your local police 
or the Canadian Anti-Fraud Cen-
tre at www.antifraudcentre-cen-
treantifraude.ca.

RCMP encourage anyone who 
suspects they have been a victim 
of fraud to report it to police.

The Canadian Anti- Fraud Cen-
ter offers information on what 
to do if you’re a victim of fraud. 
This includes:

• Gather all information about 
the fraud, including documents, 
receipts, copies of emails and/or 
text messages.

• Report the incident to the fi-

nancial institution that transfer-
red the money.

• Tell family, friends, neig-
hbours and co-workers about 
your experience. You may pre-
vent someone else from beco-
ming a victim.

RCMP encourage the public 
to report any criminal or suspi-
cious activity to police. Reports 
tell us where to look, who to 
look for, and where to patrol in 
the future. If you see a crime in 
progress, dial 911. If you wish 
to remain anonymous, contact 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS), online at www.
P3Tips.com or by using the “P3 
Tips” app available through the 
Apple App or Google Play Sto-
re. To report crime online, or for 
access to RCMP news and infor-
mation, download the Alberta 
RCMP app through Apple or 
Google Play.

For more fraud prevention 
tips follow us on Facebook @
RCMPinAlberta and on X @
RCMPAlberta.

ALBERTA RCMP

Though the internet and 
social media have become 
commonplace, it’s impor-
tant to remember that online 
activities can have real life 
consequences.  

To help stay safe online, 
keep the following in mind:

• Post wisely: Keep per-
sonal details to a minimum 
and enable privacy settings 
on social media sites to limit 
who has access to your in-
formation.

• Turn off location servi-
ces: Only share your locati-
on with those you know and 
trust.

• Do the right thing: On-
line cyberbullying, harass-
ment, or threats can have 
very real and even criminal 
consequences.

• Friend requests: Only 
accept friend requests from 
people you know. Not every-
one is who they appear to 
be online.

• Images: Only share ima-
ges you’re comfortable with 
being public and remaining 
public. Once something has 
been shared, it could go any-
where and live online even 
after deleting.

• Scams: Be cautious of 
suspicious links, emails, and 
attachments, and avoid gi-
ving information to untrust-
worthy websites.

Parents of youth should 
also keep the following in 

mind:
• Create an open dialo-

gue: Let your children know 
they can come to you to dis-
cuss their online life. Make 
them aware of the risks of 
being online, including cy-
berbullying, sextortion, and 
inappropriate content.

• Rules: Establish clear 
boundaries for screen time 
and online activity. It can be 
helpful to keep computers 
and other devices in shared 
spaces to allow for supervi-
sion.

• Age restrictions: Use pa-
rental control software to 
ensure your child or teen is 
accessing appropriate con-
tent. 

If you believe you may 
be a victim of fraud, or are 
currently being targeted by 
fraud, please report it to 
your local law enforcement 
and the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre (CAFC) at 1-888-495-
8501. Instances of compro-
mised personal and/or fi-
nancial information should 
be reported to your bank 
and credit card company. To 
learn more about the various 
types of frauds and scams, 
please visit the CAFC’s scam 
webpage.

For more cybercrime pre-
vention information and re-
sources, please follow us on 
Facebook @RCMPinAlberta, 
X @RCMPAlberta, and on 
YouTube @RCMP-GRC Al-
berta.

Online safety tips
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Check us out ONLINE!!Check us out ONLINE!!
www.www.StrathmoStrathmoreTimesreTimes..comcom

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 
ADS IN THE 

TIMES!

Call 
403-934-5589

ANNOUNCEMENT
“THINKING OF YOUR DREAM 
VACATION?” How about the 
Knights of Columbus Airdrie 
Dream Vacation Raffle. BUY 
YOUR TICKET TODAY! at aird-
riedreamvacation.ca”

COMING EVENT
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2025  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Firearms, Ammunition, Acces-
sories, or Militaria. Collections, 
Estates or single items. For 
Auction, or Possible Purchase: 
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609, 
Email: sales@switzersauction.
com or Visit us @ www.swit-
zersauction.com for Auction 
Dates & Details.

TRAVEL
EXTRAORDINARY VILLA IN 
OSOYOOS, BC, breathtaking 
lake views, just 3 minutes 
from town. Vacation in Cana-
da’s warmest destination. Or 
warmer weather, two luxurious 
5-star resort units in Phoenix, 
Arizona. Doug 306-716-2671;  
osoyooslakevilla.com.

FOR RENT
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-
282-6903; www.awna.com; 
email classifieds@awna.com.

Peter Armstrong
Sunrise             Sunset

Nov 24/1943    Dec 5/2012

To Dad (pops)....remembering you is easy,
we do it everyday.

Missing you is the heartache that never goes away.
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure.

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond measure.
We know you and Mike are now enjoying a pint together.

~
Thank you again so much to his friends in Strathmore.

Love always Glenn, Cherie, Trinity, your great grandson
Darhyn, Tyra, Jordyn & Lida.

MEMORIAM

BIRTHDAY

GUTSFELD, Michael
Michael Gutsfeld cherished husband 
father, grandfather and friend passed 
away peacefully on November 22, 
2025, at the age of 63 in Strathmore, 
Alberta.

Mike was born February 10, 1962, in Hamilton On-
tario. Mike’s life was a testament to his love for his 
family, travelling, swimming, music and the great 
outdoors.
Mike is survived by his wife of 38 years Marcia (nee 
Douglas), their daughter Teren, and his pride and joy 
his grandson Brayden all of Strathmore. Mike is also 
survived by Stacey Robinson-Henry (Alan, Skyler, 
Dilen) of Brooks and Medicine Hat, Jimmy Robin-
son, Murray (Marilyn) Douglas and family of Calgary, 
James (Christina) Douglas and family of Chestermere 
and Strathmore. 
Mike’s life was marked by his love for fishing, hunt-
ing, boxer dogs, most water sports, he truly loved the 
outdoors and traveling. He was one not to sit idle. 
He could always be found planning the next great 
adventure, fixing things and tinkering around being 
a testament to his resourceful and inventive nature.
Mike’s memory will live on in the hearts of those he 
touched. He was born to Hilda and Anton (Tony) Guts-
feld with 2 older sisters, Barbara and Inglore all who 
predeceased him.
Mike was born in Hamilton, Ontario and continued to 
live in Hamilton through secondary school at Delta 
Secondary School. Delta Secondary School was 
added to the Hamilton’s historical site, which Mike 
was able to attend in 2019. Mike moved with his 
parents to Alberta for a better living shortly after high 
school, settling in Rumsey, Alberta, where he worked 
at many different jobs for the MD of Starland and the 
Pig Improvement Company (PIC). Through this move 
to Alberta, he met his wife in Strathmore. On Nov. 
19, 1987, they were married, had one daughter in 
1991. And then in 2019, they welcomed a grandson. 
Mike attended SAIT in 1988 for Drafting and Design 
upon completion, he worked for various engineering 
companies in the city of Calgary. Finally, being em-
ployed at Shanahan’s Building Specialties as a se-
nior estimator for 20 years in Calgary. The company 
downsized in 2021 due to the Covid Pandemic and 
he was laid off for 2 years. Finally getting hired on to 
Allmar Inc. where he stayed until his death.
A cremation will take place and a funeral service will 
be planned for the spring.
Any Memorial Donations may be made to the follow-
ing: Alberta Animal Rescue Crew Society (ARRCS), 
Inclusion Alberta, Diabetes Canada or The Canadian 
Cancer Society. 
To send condolences, please visit Mike’s obituary at 
www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca.

Obituary

THANK YOU

MERCER,  
Eleanor “Ellie” 
It is with profound sadness that we 
share the passing of Eleanor “Ellie” 
Mercer, age 73, of Cochrane, Alberta, 
on November 22, 2025, following 

complications from a stroke.
Born on October 24, 1952, in Vita, Manitoba, to Mi-
chael and Nellie, Ellie lived a life defined by strength, 
kindness, and unwavering love. To know her was 
truly a gift. Her greatest joy was her family, and she 
poured her heart into every moment spent with them. 
Ellie’s warmth, laughter, and generosity touched all 
who had the privilege of crossing her path.
Ellie leaves behind her devoted husband of 51 years, 
Doug Mercer; her three children and their spous-
es—Kyle and Erin Mercer, Scott and Lauren Mercer, 
Kelsey and Matt Mercer-Slingsby; and her four cher-
ished grandchildren, Kaylin, Keira, Quintin, and Juli-
anna. She is also survived by her brothers and sisters 
in law Mike and Gail Baziuk, Bill and Maureen Baziuk, 
and Dan and Linda Baryliuk. Ellie was predeceased 
by her brother Fred Baziuk. Her legacy of love and 
resilience will live on in each of them.
At this time, there will be no formal memorial service. 
The family kindly requests that no flowers or gifts 
be sent. For those wishing to honor Ellie’s memory, 
donations may be made in her name to the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation.
Ellie will be deeply missed, but her spirit will forever 
remain in the hearts of those who loved her.

Obituary

Landmark 
agreement 
reached
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Our government understands that 
Alberta families want stability, good 
jobs, and a future full of opportunity 
for the next generation. For the last 
10 years, Albertans have felt the im-
pact of federal policies that held our 
economy back, slowed major pro-
jects, and made life harder for the 
workers and families who rely on a 
strong energy sector.

But now, things are changing. Pre-
mier Danielle Smith and Prime Mi-
nister Mark Carney have reached a 
landmark agreement to more than 
double oil exports to Asian markets 
and remove major barriers facing 
our province, including the federal 
oil and gas emissions cap and Clean 
Electricity Regulations.

With this new agreement, Alberta 
can focus on what we do best: gro-
wing our economy, exporting res-
ponsibly produced energy, and ad-
vancing nation-building projects that 
support all Canadians.

Ottawa will not implement the oil 
and gas emissions cap, allowing for 
a massive increase in heavy oil pro-
duction and moving the province clo-
ser to its goal of reaching six million 
barrels per day by 2030 and eight 
million by 2035. The agreement will 
also bring stability to Alberta’s power 
grid and unlock new investments in 
AI data centres with the immediate 
suspension of the Clean Electricity 
Regulations in Alberta.

At the centre of this agreement is 
a declaration by the federal govern-
ment that an Indigenous co-owned 
Alberta bitumen pipeline to Asian 
markets is a project in the national in-
terest. This new pipeline, along with 
the Trans Mountain expansion, will 
allow for even more Alberta energy 
to reach international markets. It also 
represents one of the most significant 
steps toward Indigenous economic 
participation in Canada’s energy sec-
tor through equity ownership.

Alberta and the federal government 
have also committed to partnering 
with industry to build the world’s lar-
gest carbon capture utilization and 
storage project. Alberta bitumen will 
be the cleanest heavy oil on the pla-
net displacing heavier emitting oil 
from Russia, Venezuela and Iran, and 
bringing better environmental and 
geopolitical outcomes.

This agreement restores inves-
tor confidence, cuts red tape, and 
strengthens Alberta’s competitive-
ness. It gives Alberta’s energy sector 
the stability and certainty needed for 
its success, and advances Canada’s 
position as a global energy superpo-
wer.

There is still more work to do, this 
agreement is just a first step, but this 
agreement marks a major landmark 
and step forward. This is Alberta’s 
moment of opportunity, and our 
government is ready to roll up our 
sleeves and continue to work on en-
suring our province is the best place 
to live, work and raise a family.

As always, please feel free to reach 
out to my office with your feedback 
and questions (Chestermere.Strath-
more@assembly.ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for 
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordabili-
ty and Utilities)

CHILD CARE
PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value 
Ads connect with more than 
500,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose 
from three packages begin-
ning at $269, $299 or $599 
to share your message in 
over 70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact THIS 
NEWSPAPER today or email 
classifieds@awna.com for 
more information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-8746 
or visit www.awna.com.

Strathmore Musical Arts Society 
A big thank you to

Sponsors:  Alberta Foundation for the Arts
Corporate Sponsors:  

Home Hardware - Strathmore - Curtis, 
Strathmore Motor Products, Strathmore Ford, 

Strathmore Co-op & Shoppers Drug Mart
Venue: Travelodge     

Meal: Strathmore Station
Door Prizes:  Strathmore Musical Arts Society, 

Strathmore Station, Strathmore Ford, Original Joes
Ticket Outlets:  Assist Business Centre, 

Strathmore Home Hardware, 
connectFirst Credit Union, Pro Water Strathmore, 

The Vault Cultural Collective,
Lil Hoots Children’s Boutique

Advertisers: More Country 104.5, 
Strathmore Times

All 50/50 proceeds will be donated 
to the Strathmore Food Bank

Upcoming Shows:
Matt Blairs & Greg Rider - February 28, 2026
Check out our website for more upcoming shows!

Strathmorearts.com

A “young” man living outside 
of Strathmore with his wife and 

son, plus a number of horses and 
his favorite Ford truck is turning 
the BIG “65”. When you see him, 
let him know he hasn’t changed 

much from his picture!!
All the best from his somewhat older 

but wiser sibling.

FARM LAND

FARM LAND 
FOR RENT

+/- 690 Cultivated 
Acres for Lease on 

5 separate quarters. 
South of Twp Rd 252 

on Hwy 21. Lease 
starting 2026 crop year. 

Up to 5 year term. 
Call or email for details. 

Dan Heinzlmeir 
403-818-0047 or 

HeinzlmeirFarms@
yahoo.com

NOTICES

Hussar 
Seed Cleaning 

Co-op Ltd.

AGM
Tuesday, 

December 9
1 p.m.
Hussar 

Curling Rink

NOTICES

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

GET YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN!

403-934-5589

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

FOR SALE – WATER LICENSE
ALLOCATION

(BOW RIVER BASIN)
Offered Volume: 75 Acre-Feet
Asking Price: minimum $750,000
A portion of a licensed water allocation from 
the Bow River Basin is being offered for sale. 
This represents a valuable opportunity to 
secure a dependable water source in one of 
Alberta’s most actively managed basins. The 
allocation is suitable for municipal, agricultural, 
commercial, or industrial use (subject to 
transfer approval by Alberta Environment and 
Protected Areas).

All transfers will be conducted in accordance 
with the Water Act (R.S.A. 2000, c. W-3) and the 
policies governing the South Saskatchewan 
River Basin (SSRB). Interested parties are 
encouraged to review applicable transfer 
procedures and allocation limits prior to 
submitting an offer.

Key Details:
• Source Basin: Bow River
• Allocation Offered: 75 Acre-Feet
• Asking Price: $750,000
• Transfer Type: Permanent (subject to 
regulatory approval)
• Terms: Negotiable

Seller Information
Name/Organization: Strathmore Golf Club
Water License Number: DAUT0024005
Contact: Ethan Wilson, Secretary/Treasurer
Phone: 403-934-1021 
Email: ethan.wilson@shaw.ca

For additional details, pricing discussions, 
or to arrange a confidential conversation, 
please contact the seller directly using the 
information above.

All transactions are subject to the approval of 
Alberta Environment and Protected Areas and 
compliance with existing water management 
policies.
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COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

REAL ESTATE

403-803-4605

Serving 
Strathmore 
and Area 

for 
25 Years!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORYPROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Check us out ONLINE!!Check us out ONLINE!!
www.www.StrathmoStrathmoreTimesreTimes.com.com

Citizenship & Immigration

Service Canada

Canada Pension Plan

Disability Pension Plan

Canada Revenue Agency

Veterans Affairs

Employment Insurance

Email: david.bexte@parl.gc.ca
Website: www.davidbextemp.ca
Toll Free: 1-844-241-0020

David Bexte, MP
Bow River

Working For Contact

GOVERNMENT

THE VAULT CULTURAL COLLECTIVE 
thevaultonline.ca

thevaultcc2021@gmail.com   |   403-901-1654
Carolyn Steeves, 

thevault.carolynsteeves@gmail.com
Servicing Strathmore & Surrounding areas, a hub for 

arts, culture, and community in Strathmore. 
Open to all communities. Explore local history, discover creative talent, 

and connect with cultural experiences - all in one place.

BUSINESSES

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 500,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$599599

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

Advertise Advertise 
Province-wideProvince-wide  

plus GST/HSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$599599
BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

plus GST/HSTAsk about the

with a combined  circulation of 
over 500,000 for only... 

Advertise Advertise 
Province-wideProvince-wide  

 

 
 

 

 
 

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS 

$$$ $$$

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995

WANTED ROyAl CANADIAN MINT COINS, 
FRANklIN MINT, US MINT, WORlD SETS ETC, 

COllECTOR’S COINS, NUMISMATICS, OlyMpIC COINS, 
OlD COINS, OlD $, gOlD COINS, SIlvER COINS, 

bARS, INgOTS, jEWElRy, NUggETS, STERlINg SIlvER 
& ENTIRE COIN COllECTIONS!

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS 

$$$ $$$
WANTED ROyAl CANADIAN MINT COINS, FRANklIN 

MINT, US MINT, WORlD SETS ETC, COllECTOR’S COINS, 
NUMISMATICS, OlyMpIC COINS, OlD COINS, OlD $,  

gOlD COINS, SIlvER COINS, bARS, INgOTS, jEWElRy, NUggETS, 
STERlINg SIlvER & ENTIRE COIN COllECTIONS!

I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

Call or text Todd
Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer 

780-504-7995
I MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS 

ALL OVER ALBERTA+

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

Licence#746216

1in10 Chance to Win!

AIRDRIE COUNCIL #8045

BUY YOUR
TICKET
TODAY

FIRST MONTHLY 
DRAW APRIL 5, 2026

FOR 12 MONTHS

airdriedreamvacation.ca
WIN $2,500 DREAM VACATION

Only

600
TICKETS60 DRAWS PLUS EARLY BIRDS

Dec 21, 2025 & Feb 14, 2026

PLUS $   CASH  $
EVERY    MONTH

Licence#746216

1 in 10 Chance to Win!

AIRDRIE COUNCIL #8045

BUY YOUR
TICKET
TODAY

FIRST MONTHLY 
DRAW APRIL 5, 2026

FOR 12 MONTHS

airdriedreamvacation.ca
WIN $2,500 DREAM VACATION

Only

600
TICKETS60 DRAWS PLUS EARLY BIRDS

Dec 21, 2025 & Feb 14, 2026

PLUS $   CASH  $
EVERY    MONTH

WANTED WANTED 
GOLD & SILVERGOLD & SILVER  

PhONE TOD 825-365-8557

PAYING $4000 for 1oz gold coins/bars
NOW PAYING CASH!!

• $50 an oz for 999+ silver coins, bars & ingots 
• $40 for US Silver Dollars 
• $30 for Canadian Silver Dollars
•  Pre 1964 US &  Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $12 each,  

25 cents $5 each, 10 cents $2 each 

ALSO BUYING jewelry, nuggets, gold dust, coins, 
COIN COLLECTIONS,collector’s coins, old $$$, 
Sterling Silver + all GOLD & SILVER! 

Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you! 

PhONE TOD 825-365-8557
Covering ALL OF ALBERTA, and can come to you! 

WANTED WANTED 
GOLD & SILVERGOLD & SILVER  
PAYING $4000 for 1oz gold coins/bars
NOW PAYING CASH!!

• $50 an oz for 999+ silver coins, bars & ingots 
• $40 for US Silver Dollars 
• $30 for Canadian Silver Dollars
•  Pre 1964 US &  Pre 1967 Canadian, 50 cents $12 each,  

25 cents $5 each, 10 cents $2 each 

ALSO BUYING jewelry, nuggets, gold dust, coins, 
COIN COLLECTIONS,collector’s coins, old $$$, 
Sterling Silver + all GOLD & SILVER! 

COMING EVENT

Sunday, December 7 
1pm at the 

Strathmore Civic Centre - 
Chuck Mercer Room

 Seniors 
Christmas Party

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice to Creditors 
and Claimants

Estate of ALLAN DALE EDWARD MEEKS, 
AKA AL MEEKS, who died on the September 
15, 2025.
If you have a claim against this estate, you 
must file your claim by January 10 2025.

 with  STRATHMORE LAW,
 ATTN:  Daman K. Gill 
 at  101, 318-3rd Ave., 
  Strathmore, AB T1P 1V9
If you do not file by the date above, the 
estate property can lawfully be distributed 
without regard to any claim you may have.
Creditors: you must include a full description 
and value of the debt you allege the 
deceased owes you and a full description 
and value of any of the deceased’s property 
that you hold as security for the debt.
Claimants: you must include a full description 
of your claim and why you have a right to 
make such a claim.

SUDOKU
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December 03, 2025 | 6 p.m.
December 10, 2025 | 6 p.m.
December 17, 2025 | 6 p.m.

Upcoming Council Meetings
Regular Meeting of Council
Committee of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Curious about your neighbourhood? 
Planning Dashboard.
Curious about what’s being built down the street? 
Now you can find out with just a few clicks.
Our Planning Application Dashboard (PAD) is an 
interactive map that makes it easy to stay informed 
about local developments. Whether it’s a proposed 
new subdivision, commercial development, or 
secondary suite, you can now see where projects are 
happening, what stage they’re at, and key details 
about applications received on January 1, 2025 or 
later.
View the Planning Application Dashboard  
at Strathmore.ca/PAD.

Good food, great food. 
Get the Good Food Box.
The Good Food Box is a non-profit organization 
offering access to nutricious, quality produce while 
ensuring variety, freshness and affordability. This 
program is accessible for everyone regardless of 
income level. For more information visit Strathmore.
ca/GoodFoodBox

Now with new signs! 
Be someone’s Snow Angel.
While the winter season makes for a beautiful 
snowscape, it also comes with its icy challenges. 
Navigating icy sidewalks can be daunting, especially 
for those who face mobility limitations or health 
concerns. Shoveling those same sidewalks is an 
even more daunting challenge. This is where the 
Strathmore Snow Angels Program comes in. 
Need the Snow Angels help? Call FCSS at 403-
934-9090 to request a sign or visit the Strathmore 
Municipal Building. Visit Strathmore.ca/SnowAngels 
for more information.

Help keep hydrants from looking like snowmen. 
Adopt a hydrant.
In the winter months, heavy snowfall turns hydrants 
into snowmen lookalikes, making it difficult for 
firefighters to locate and access them during 
emergencies. By adopting a hydrant and keeping 
them clear all year long, you’re helping firefighters 
help others. 
Visit Strathmore.ca/adopt-a-hydrant to learn 
more, or be the proud adopter of one of the 370+ 
hydrants in town.

We have 
new signs!

Have an old sign and 
need a new one? Drop 
by and exchange your 
sign at the Strathmore 
Municipal Building.

Winter in Strathmore means snow—sometimes a lot. 
We’re prepared, and your cooperation helps keep 
things moving. Here’s what to know about snow 
removal this season. 
 
Our Operations Team maintains priority roads, 
sidewalks, and pathways to keep Strathmore safe. 
We clear over 160 km of roadways and 120 km 
of sidewalks and paths. Note: the Town does not 
maintain strata properties, private roads, Wheatland 
Trail, or the Trans-Canada. 
 
Snow clearing focuses on keeping emergency 
routes safe and restoring reasonable travel 
conditions as quickly as possible. Our ability to 
respond to changing weather conditions must 
always be weighed against the availability and cost 
of resources. Each year, Council reviews our Winter 
Maintenance Policy to set service levels and guide 
our snow response.

Some FAQ
1. When will my street be cleared? 
It depends on where you live and available Town 
resources. Roads are cleared by priority to keep key 
infrastructure, emergency services, and schools 
accessible. Crews stay on priority routes until they’re 
safe, then move to second and third priority roads. 
 
Clearing third priority roads can take up to 72 hours. 
If it snows again, crews must return to first priority 
routes before continuing.

Priority roadway details: 
• First priority: includes high volume and 

strategic arterial and collector roads, 
emergency service access roads, school zones 
when in session, etc.

• Second priority: includes major collector roads 
linking neighbourhoods, central business district 
(downtown), etc.

• Third priority: includes minor collector roads, 
commercial roads, roads where drainage issues 
have been identified, Town owned parking lots, 
etc.

• Non-priority: includes local residential roads, 
lanes, cul-de-sacs, and alleys, etc.

2. When do priority roads get plowed?
Snow plowing begins when five-centimeters of 
newly fallen snow has accumulate and it is likely to 
remain on the ground. That’s roughly the height of a 
AA battery.

Snow’s here and so are we.

Who ya gonna call? Snow plows! 
We’re here for you.
If you have a concern about your street or 
suggestions about winter maintenance, let us know. 
There’s a few ways you can reach out:

Fill out a Citizen Communication 
Form at Strathmore.ca

Call or email Operations during office 
hours at Operations@strathmore.ca 
or 403-361-2126

Please do not direct any concerns or suggestions 
about snow removal to the equipment operators. 
After regular working hours, on weekends or 
statutory holidays, emergency calls can be directed 
to 403-899-1428.


