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Stampede
wraps for
2025

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

With the Strathmore Stampede
now in the rearview mirror, the
interim CEO of the Strathmore
and District Agricultural Society,
Doug Raycroft, commended the
organization on another great
event.

Despite internal organizational
shifts, the Strathmore Stampede
saw over 300 volunteers helping
out to make sure everything ran
as smoothly as possible during
the Aug. 1-4 event.

Running With the Bulls “It was a big learning curve for

me for sure with the rodeo part,

_ but the Strathmore Stampede ro-
deo committee is amazing. They

have got some really great guys

STRATHMORE and a team that is world class.
The organization to get this rodeo

TIMES going ... has been pretty impres-

sive,” said Raycroft. “I stepped in
about, I think it was July 3, just

Address interim to kind of - you know,
129 2nd Avenue the goal was to try to just help
Inside the out and get through the rodeo
Strathmore season here as best we can. There
Business Centre is so much to do to get ready for
it. It has been fun, and we have
been really lucky with the weath-

Office Hours er here.”
Monday-Thursday As of Monday, attendance num-
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. bers had not yet been calculated,

but both mainstage performances
were completely sold out - a re-

Look on Page 12 for flection of the droves of people
TI\C;IW“_ °_f Sltr:l‘th_more coming out to be a part of the '
unicipal Notices festivities. -

Contact Us Today! Raycroft adc'led that despite the Wlld weekend!

403.934.5589 Sunday morning downpour, the The Wild Pony Races were one of the many events being held during the 2025 rendition of the Strathmore
) ] excess water was cleared largely Stampede Aug. 1-4. Despite some forecasts calling for rain and potential storms, the weather was almost
mfo@strathmoretm.]es.com before . the St?mpe,de went into perfect for the weekend’s festivities at the Stampede grounds. See more coverage on Pages 2-3.

wwStrathmoreTimesem  full swing for its third day. Joe Lepage Photo

Continued on Page 4

[:KIC-REALTY Move in with Us!

Dixie Hartell

403.934.1034

Brenda Sproule

403.809.8811

s

Karen Kathol 3 bedroom, fully developed bungalow 5 bedroom fully developed bungalow. Over 1900 sqft in this 4 bedroom , | 987 sqft 2 bedroom immaculate Bungalow
backs onto the canal. REDUCED $585,000.00 2 1/2 bathrooms, mature yard. with on mature lot close to downtown.

403.934.1353 REDUCED $575,000.00 MLS#A2236941 MLS# A2230259 $549.900 MLS #A2240330 REDUCED $439,900.00 MLS# A2237638
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Strong in dry conditions
Good in stress conditions
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Secure Your Seed Today!

Visit fpgenetics.ca or call 877 791 1045
to speak with a Territory Manager.
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Provincial champs!

The Strathmore Reds captured the U11AA Tier 2
provincial championship on home turf during the

Growers thrive. - Heritage Days long weekend, Aug. 1-3. The Reds
2 o, swept the two-game round robin before defeating
Breeders innovate. sy | the Fort McMurray Oil Giants in the semifinal. The S U pe Y
Communities prosper. team capped off the season with a win over the
Drumheller Miners to claim their provincial title. St d
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We offer patient education systems, digital imaging, intra-oral imaging,
quiet electric and surgical handpieces, 1V sedation, microscopes,
guided implant surgery, hygiene services, and emergency Services.

Dr. Ashkan Hamzehi DDS and Associates, General Practice Family Dentist

Call Us Today 403-934-5292

#105f 100 Ranch Market, Strathmore, AB | www.theranchdentalcentre.com




Stam%ede

The 2025 Strathmore Stampede offered more
than just rodeo and chuckwagon events — with
food trucks, the RCMP Musical Ride, free con-
certs, a petting zoo and free games among
other attractions on the fairgrounds.

Joe Lepage, John Watson, Melissa Piche and
Fernando David Moreno-Prado Photos
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Spiritual leaders

7. Salt

13. Fortified wine

14. Edible mollusk

16. They precede C

17. A way to compare

19. State lawyer
20. “Game of Thrones”

actor Ciaran

22. Eighth month (abbr.)
23. Very willing
25.  ex machina
26. Satisfies
28. Mountain in New Zealand
29. A doctrine
30. Popular Dodge truck model
31. Dekagram
33. Naturally occurring solid
34. Company officer
36. Villains
38. Cricket frogs

CLUES DOWN

1. Animal disease

2. Commercial

3. Necklace materials

4. Containers

5. Investment account

6. Colorado Heisman Trophy
winner

7. Dipped down

8. Head injury category (abbr.)

9. Lay about

10. Intestinal

11. Not yes

12. Caused to be loved

13. Muslim spiritual leader

15. Showing sincere conviction

18. Not in

21. Number above the line in a fraction

24. Lawn pest

26. Pouch

27. Ancient language in India (abbr.)

30. Start over

40. One of the founders of
modern psychology

41. Endured

43. A female domestic

44. You can get stuck in one

45. Partner to feather

47. Passive optical network

48. French ballet dynasty

51. Employee stock ownership plan

53. Bottom layer

55. Sound

56. Yankee great Judge

58. Dickens character

59. Late beloved TNT sportscaster

60. South Dakota

61. Exposing human vice or
folly to ridicule

64. Gold

65. Longtime Braves hurler Julio

67. Humor

69. Shawl

70. Hospital unit

32. Wild white flower

35. Fourteen

37. Visual way to interact with
computer (abbr.)

38. Side by side and facing the same way

39. Religious conflicts

42. Touch lightly

43. “Boardwalk Empire” actress Gretchen

46. Violent seizure of property

47. One who supports the pope

49. Malaise

50. Body fluid

52. Inauthentic person

54. Title of respect

55. Chilean city

57. Japanese city

59. Silk garment

62. Draw from

63. Automobile

66. The man

68. Top government lawyer
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JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Prairie Sky Data Solutions announced Aug. 2 their intent
to begin operations in Strathmore, as they are retrofitting a
facility to house an Al-compatible data center.

Stan Swiatek, founder of Prairie Sky Data Solutions, ex-
plained the company has been working for the better part
of the last year on the groundwork necessary to prepare for
officially launching the facility.

“Traditionally, there are just data centers that house data.

Thought for
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Call 403.324.4343
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Prairie Sky Data Solutions teased the start to their operations beginning in Strathmore, likely to kick off by June 2026. The announcement was

made Aug. 2, during the Strathmore Stampede in the Ag Society’s rooftop patio, to guests of the town and local dignitaries. A more formal
announcement with more information will be made during Q3 of 2025.

The difference between this one is that it is compatible with
massive amounts of processing required for Al, and that is
what there are very few of. That is what makes it kind of uni-
que,” he said. “This allows businesses to be able to access Al.
What we are missing here is, the newest technology in order
to drive and work Al That’s what this processing centre is.”

Swiatak added Alberta is a perfect location for a facility of
this type, having easy and regular access to the tremendous
amounts of electricity required to power their operations.

He favours Strathmore, having been a part of the local
business community for the last seven years, as well as local
infrastructure providing an ideal environment.

“In doing this over the last year, plus, we required mu-
nicipal support. We brought the project to them; there has
been a lot of research, and assistance from them, and what
is involved. It does bring quite a bit of revenue and taxation
to the town,” said Swiatek. “The initial power source should
have us operational before June of next year. We will be
adding to it in order for expanding that we are anticipating.
There are a lot of hoops to jump through in doing that and

STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY STRATHMORE UNITED

ADVENTIST CHURCH Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue
Meeting in the Lutheran Church 403-934-3025
112 Lakeside Blvd. Rev. Maria Szabone Berces

1-888-506-1066 ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright
Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM
www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com
God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and
distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:
WWW.Smoreuc.com
Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
W/C accessible

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE Worship Sundays 10:30 am
325 1 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543 Youth Tuesdays 7 pm
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail Come join us for a spirit-filled time
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe of worship
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland
Sundays 10 am STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL
Join in person or online CHURCH

www.strathmorealliance.com 50 Maplewood Drive ® 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright
Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda

Services Sundays 10:30 am

www.strathmorefullgospel.com

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY
(1 PET. 2:9)
322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com
Pastor: Sunday Adeola

. HOPE COMMUNITY
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm COVENANT CHURCH
o 245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month - 403-934-2424
Sunday Worship 10 am

Hour of Dominion: 10 pm .
Www.hope-community.ca
C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY
3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494  www.c3connect.ca
Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson
Pastor - Eric Horstia
Sunday at 10:10 a.m.
C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. e 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services - 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore
403-934-2641
www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland ¢ 403-991-6143
Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

John Watson and Fernando David Moreno-Prado Photos

Prairie Sky ata Solutions prepares to launch local Al data center

getting additional power to the source
we already have.”

Angela Groeneveld, senior manager
of economic development with the
Town of Strathmore, explained the re-
purposed facility was formerly utilized
as a cannabis manufacturing plant.

The eventual idea is to expand from
the one building currently being retro-
fitted into all of the remnants from Swi-
atek’s previous company.

“They are trying to do as much lo-
cal procurement as they can, and they
have been a great partner to work with
the town, because they have been at
the table with their CEO quite a bit tal-
king about how they can give back to
the community,” said Groeneveld. “The
announcement is just a teaser, just a
coming soon - so as the applications
are coming in, I know that they have
already secured clients and workforce,
and equipment. They will be doing a
big celebration in the community in
Q3, in the fall, in Strathmore, and that
is where they will be doing the formal
announcement.”

Another great
stampede

Continued from Page 1

“There are so many moving parts
... there are just so many people who
work together and it all came together.
We had some real challenges with the
weather the week before. I know our ro-
deo committee, they did a lot of work to
get the water out of here last week and
to get the track ready,” he said. “During
the week, even preparing it, there was a
lot of rain too, so just a lot of work and
to see the weather just break apart at
the right time and let us have a success-
ful weekend has been amazing.”

Though Saturday’s Running with the
Bulls was met with discontent for the
lack of action and excitement, Sunday’s
run garnered much more crowd engage-
ment and satisfaction.

Raycroft said safety for all those in at-
tendance was a primary concern from
the committee.

“It is a real balancing act. Everybody
wants to see interaction with those bulls,
so I think the big thing was just trying
to keep only the people that needed to
be in there so that if we needed to step
in and give medical attention to some-
one, we were quick to be there,” he ex-
plained. “Every year you tweak a few
little things to make sure it runs well.”
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World Professional Chuckwagon Association driver Jason Glass claimed the 2025 Strathmore Stampede championship on Aug. 4. The four-day event

showcased top WPCA drivers from across the circuit.

Joe Lepage and Laureen James Photos

Glass outraces Vigen to win
Strathmore Stampede title

LAURENCE HEINEN
Times Contributor

Jason Glass accomplished a hat trick of sorts in Strathmore
on Monday, Aug. 4.

By winning the $30,000 Championship Final Heat aboard
his Birchcliff Energy Ltd. chuckwagon, Glass added a third
Strathmore Stampede title to the ones he won in back-to-
back years in 2014-15.

“I love this town,” said Glass, who made the short trip up to
Strathmore from his home in High River. “The crowd seems
to like the checkered wagon. They’re always loud when we
come across the finish line and they’re very appreciative after
the race, so it’s always fun in Strathmore.

“It’s not far from my hometown, so I know I've got some
friends and family in the stands and I think this committee in
this town, they put on a hell of a weekend and hopefully we
come back here for a long time.”

Although he finished second behind Chanse Vigen’s Black-
stone Drilling Fluids Ltd. outfit in the three-night aggrega-
te standings (from times recorded Friday through Sunday),
Glass earned a measure of revenge by beating his rival across
the finish line during Monday’s ‘Dash For Cash’

“Vigen’s on fire,” said Glass, who recorded Monday’s fastest
time of 1:13.94 to edge Vigen by just 91/100ths of a second.
“He’s been flying for several years now and driving amazing.
He’s got some really talented horses that can really fly out
there and I love that.”

Glass also credited his own amazing equine athletes for
their spectacular efforts during the four-day show.

“I've been driving quite a few new ones the last few
shows,” said Glass, who’s sitting in first place in the World
Professional Chuckwagon Association driver standings with
992 points - which is just 21.5 ahead of Vigen and 23.5 ahead
of Evan Salmond. “I'm very proud of them. Just beautiful hor-
ses. We shuffle them around a lot and try to keep them fresh.
To outrun some of these other drivers you need to be on top
of your game and those horses need to love what they do.”

The veteran 54-year-old reinsman also praised the jobs that
his outriders Tyson Whitehead and Trey MacGillivray did to

STRATHMORE
E==i /OTOR PRODUCTS:

help him win the title.

“Tyson Whitehead, he’s been riding for me for several ye-
ars,” Glass said. “He’s an amazing, talented athlete and does a
great job, and Trey MacGillivray has also been riding for me
most of the summer and doing a great job as well, so hats off
to those guys. They’re great cowboys.”

For his efforts, Glass won $15,000, while Vigen pocketed
$7,500. Salmond took home $4,500 for finishing third in
the final, while Lane Tournier (driving for his injured father
Luke Tournier) earned $3,000 after crossing the finish line in
fourth spot.

The championship finalists had the four fastest times from
Monday’s nine races, while Jamie Laboucane’s clocking of
1:15.44 to win the third heat was good enough for fifth spot
on the afternoon.

After the conclusion of the Strathmore Stampede, the con-
tingent of WPCA Pro Tour drivers quickly packed up to make
the long trek to Dawson Creek, B.C., for the Battle of the
North, which runs from Wednesday to Sunday.

Chantelle

de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore
403-962-0126

129 2nd Avenue
Strathmore, AB T1P1K1

403-934-3334
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FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1976

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or SOMOO, We re Here for You

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

et ] canacs

GENUINE PARTS

YOUR WEEKLY
HEALTH ADVICE

Gord Morck Pharmacist

Capsule Comments

People with restless legs syndrome (RLS)
experience an overwhelming need to move
their legs, particularly at night or as they
fall asleep. Although the exact cause is un-
clear, one suggestion is that iron deficiency
might be contributing to the problem. This
is something to consider when talking with
your doctor.

Over the past 15 years, there has been a
fourfold increase in adult syphilis rates in
Canada. There has also been a threefold in-
crease in congenital cases through mother-
to-child transmission. Prevention of syphi-
lis continues to emphasize using condoms
during high-risk sexual activity. Infection
begins with a hard, painless sore on the gen-
itals, followed by flu-like symptoms, and
body rash. Seek medical advice.

Many people are addicted to their screens
and spend hours per day scrolling. It is a
waste of time and not healthy. Try to gradu-
ally reduce your average time online. Limit
your social media use to a specific period
each day or even just weekends. Try hav-
ing one social media-free day per week. And
turn off your notifications to prevent unso-
licited distractions.

Paris, France, leads all cities with the high-
est risk of heat-related deaths. It may have
something to do with a preponderance of
concrete in the city that heats up and retains
the heat longer. Having many of the roofs on
old buildings made of zinc and the lack of air
conditioning don’t help the problem.

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm
Sat: 9-6 pm * Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave.
VA'.UE Strathmore
DRUG | rh: 403-934-3122
MART -

Cet the latest new products, special savings,
contests and more sent directly to your
email. Sign up today for the
Value Drug Mart E-letter.

888-934-4434

Certified Service
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SHOW HOME
NOW OPEN

SCOTT ALAN
CUSTOM PROJECTS

s @ Way of Being

823 LAKEWOOD CIRCLE B8 807LAKEWOOD CIRCLE 1;5 LKWOOD CIRCLE
SAT - SUN 12PM - 5PM SAT - SUN 12PM - 4PM SAT - SUN 12PM - 4PM

Call: 403-333-7899 Call: 403-472-5052 Call: 403-830-0949
Email: mason@sacustomprojects.com Email: alex@kellykustomhomes.com Email: info@trilogyhomes.ca

?‘

DHADUK H‘(‘)MES : _:. /A;QL\JIL A

7 LKEWOOD POINT 168 LAKEWOOD CIRCLE
SAT - SUN 12PM - 4PM SAT - SUN 12PM - 4PM

Call: 403-890-9035 | 403-926-1785 Call: 587-225-4800 S 0 0 N
Email: info@rpmi.ca Email: stonecrafthome@gmail.com

DON'T MISS A BEAT!
STAY TUNED TO OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
FOR THE LATEST NEWS ON OUR
EXCITING LAKE COMMUNITY

Several community groups and local businesses hosted events throughout the Strathmore Stampede
weekend. Among those serving up breakfast or lunch were the Strathmore Legion, Magnum Services

LAKEWOOD LIVEINLAKEWOOD.CA ® [ @.AKEWOODOFSTRATHMORE and Lakewood’s Chuckwagon bash. Others hosting events include Lord of All Lutheran Church, Rem-

o

A Destination Lake Community

edy RX, Strathmore Ford, More Than Just Feed, Cornerstone Laying, Legacy Farms and Animal Care
Centre. Fernando David Moreno-Prado and Hem Kaur Photos

Upcoming Meetings

Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference.
Ny For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.
5 July 16, 2025 - August 11, 2025, Summer Recess

N C O U N T Y August 12, 2025, 9:00 a.m. | Regular Council Meeting

‘ To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted.
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

< WH EATL.&DIE)

Updated Division

T 2 YOUR COUNTY B Boundaries
Thlnklng AbOUt Runnlng for . New electoral division boundaries will be in effect for the

M u n icipal Offi ce? - .-: -'.- :: i - I 2 - upcoming 2025 Municipal Election.

Residents are encouraged to review the updated map and
confirm their division before heading to the polls.

Make a difference in Wheatland County by stepping up as a . . P il ] To view the new boundaries and leam mare, visit:
candidate in the 2025 municipal election! " jli2 5 & g ol { wheatianticounty.éalztssmunickalslection
Why Run? To shape our future, advocate for your
community, and bring fresh ideas to the table.

Scan the QR code to learn about eligibility, key dates, and

the nomination process.

Nomination Deadline: September 22, 2025, at 12:00 noon. e 2 L. ; =3 REglster to Vote!

This is your chance to lead, inspire, and create change! B BRSOV CER; . KA SR

As of 2025, Wheatland County is required to maintain a
Permanent Electors Register under the Municipal Affairs Statutes
Amendment Act.

Voter information will be securely shared between Elections
Alberta and Wheatland County, as outlined in the Local
Authorities Election Act (LAEA) section 49, to help verify voter
identity during municipal elections.

» To vote, you must be registered. Voter cards will no longer
be mailed—you’ll confirm your eligibility by signing the
elector register at the polls.

« Register, update, or check your info at voterlink.ab.ca before

September 2025.

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, AB T1P 2C4
Phone: 403-934-3321 www.wheatlandcounty.ca
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Perfect parade
Crowds lined the streets of downtown Strathmore on Aug. 2 for the annual Stampede Parade, hosted
by Rocket Grid Marketing, in conjunction with the Town of Strathmore and the Strathmore & District

Agricultural Society.

=PBeltone

Helping the world hear better

Serving Alberta since 1964

202 Second Avenue, Strathmore

Joe Lepage, Laureen James, Hem Kaur, Melissa Piche and Fernando David Moreno-Prado Photos

403-901-6332

Qualified Hearing Care Professionals

We Provide:

¢ [ atest Technology
- all digital hearing aid models

¢ Repairs to
all models

¢ 30 day trial period

We are AADL, WCB,
NIHB, DVA providers

Hearing Evaluations | Free Tests for Seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!
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Eagle Lake

NURSERIES

The Nursery for Life

Join us for:

Alberta Open
Farm Days

Saturday, August 16

Farm Tours &
Pop-Up Plant Sale

Go behind the scenes on our farm!

Strathmore

B4 Vo,

Eagle Lake Nurseries
240039 Range Rd 245

5 kms East of Strathmore
South off HWY 1

I

Range Rd 245

I<—25kms—>

i

Eagle
Lake

/
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by Terry Bé

N

Buffet & Live Tﬁéafré!f |
June 6 - August 30 ‘ —

Buy Tickets

1-800-267-7553
RosebudTheatre.com

ski.

_Ll" >

RYSEBUD
THEATRE

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

The Strathmore Stampede fea-
tured many concerts during the
Aug. 1-4 event, headlined by Ty-
ler Joe Miller on opening night.
Joe Lepage, Melissa Piche
and Laureen James Photos

Musical talents add toe-tapping
fun to Strathmore Stampede

LAUREEN JAMES
Times Contributor

Musical artists performing at the
Strathmore Stampede this year had as
much fun as the crowds they perfor-
med for.

Each act captured the essence and
values of the community. The Strath-
more Stampede prioritized showcasing
local and emerging music talent, with
a strong focus on supporting Canadian
and local Alberta-based independent
artists.

“Our programming decisions are gui-
ded by a combination of artist submis-
sions, community recommendations,
past performer success and diversity
to create a well-rounded lineup,” said
Taffinel LeBlanc, Events Coordinator
for the Strathmore and District Agricul-
tural Society. “Our team works closely
together in combination (with) my 10
plus years in the local Alberta music
scene to ensure we book performers
that resonate with our audience and
align with our core values, and to stay
true to our event vision.”

The Craig Silver Band made their first
appearance at the Strathmore Stampe-
de on the Main Stage. Fans of all ages
danced as the band played original
songs, along with covers of popular
hits. The band members said that they
were so happy with how professional
and responsive to the artists needs the
organizers were.

“Taffinel LeBlanc is the best booking
agent. The contracts were well-written,

and they supplied us with everything
we needed to feel appreciated and
welcome,” said Craig Silver. “Not every
venue treats the artists as well as Stra-
thmore has. We’re going out on stage

. to give the very best performance
we can. The more the crowd gets into
it, the better we play!”

Tyler Joe Miller, Friday Nights Round-
Up Concert artist said it was also his
first time performing at the annual
event. His words reflected the excite-
ment of the concertgoers, “Lets party!”.
The crowd sang along, and he took the
time to acknowledge individuals that
knew the words to his songs.

The Calvert’s who are from Airdrie,
played the Main Stage and had peop-
le up dancing with big smiles on their
faces. Another artist, Haley Isabel - at
just 13 - is an inspiration to youth sin-
gers. This singer-songwriter wowed the
crowds with her big voice. She has a
knack for connecting with the audien-
ce.

There were musical talents galo-
re that covered everything from high
energy songs to laid back easy-liste-
ning repertoires. The Saturday night
Cowboy Cabaret featured singer/song-
writer Brad Sims, who had fun on sta-
ge with his bandmates while people
danced the night away. The crowd was
a mix of young and old two-steppers
who enjoyed Brad’s energetic style.

Strathmore Stampede 2025 had so
many accomplished musical artists,
with so much to offer toe-tapping liste-
ners and dancers alike.
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Local bull rider Edgar Durazo claimed his third Strathmore Stampede Championship during the Aug.

B R

1-4 rodeo. Some of the world’s finest cowboys and cowgirls made their way to town for one of the

largest rodeos in the country.

Joe Lepage, Melissa Piche and Veronica Heinen Photos

Durazo wins third bull-riding
title in Strathmore

LAURENCE HEINEN
Times Contributor

Edgar Durazo has found a home away
from home at the Strathmore Stampede.

Originally from Moctezuma, Sonora,
Mexico, Durazo now resides with his
wife Karla and their three children in
the community surrounding Speargrass
Golf Course.

The talented bull rider made the short
15-minute drive north on Monday to
pick up his 2025 Strathmore Stampede
rodeo championship buckle to add to
his growing collection.

He also won the bull-riding competi-
tion in Strathmore in 2021 and 2023 in
addition to having a second-place sho-
wing sandwiched between those two
victories.

“I'm local, so I have to do good,” said
Durazo of his motivation to perform on
such a high level in front of his enthu-
siastic fans at the Strathmore Stampede
Grounds.

On Saturday afternoon, Durazo set a
strong standard by virtue of his thrilling
87.75-point performance atop Santana.

“There was a lot of people here,” said
Durazo, who could feel the support of
the crowd during his wild ride. “It was
pretty electric. It was loud. It was awes-
ome — beautiful feeling.”

Durazo then returned to Strathmore
on Monday to watch the final go-round
of the competition to see if any of the
final 10 bull riders could beat his score.

As the last competitor out of the chu-
tes, Jacob Gardner of Fort St. John, B.C.,
lasted the requisite eight seconds atop
Wreckonciled, but had to settle for se-
cond place after the judges awarded
him 86 points.

“I know the bull that he had and he
was pretty good and he (could) win on
him,” Durazo said. “I was cheering for
him.”

Durazo’s first-place showing earned
him a payday of $7,159.04, while Gard-
ner had to settle for winning $5,880.64
for finishing second.

Meanwhile, Quinten Taylor of Par-
kland, Alta., won his first saddle-bronc
title in Strathmore by virtue of his
88.25-point ride aboard Copy Cat on

Monday afternoon.

“This rodeo is only an hour away
from where I grew up and where my
mom and dad lived, so it’s kind of like a
hometown deal,” said Taylor, who took
home $6,925.92 for his efforts. “It’s a
pretty cool feeling.”

Following his ride, Taylor had a good
feeling that the judges would reward
him with a spectacular score.

“I saw a couple videos of him and had
a game plan for today,” said Taylor, who
did his advance homework on Copy Cat.
“He went out there, had some moves
and bucked and he was everything you
could have wanted in a bucking horse.”

Cole Franks of Clarendon, Texas, also
had a sneaking suspicion that he could
win his first bareback championship in
Strathmore when he saw that he was
going up against Ols Tubs Stevie Knicks
on Monday.

“Today was the third time I've been
on that horse, so I had an idea of what
to expect, how it was going to feel, kind
of what I had to do,” said Franks, whose
score of 90.75 points earned him a first-
place cheque worth $6,519.84. “I'm not
going to lie, she kind of surprised me a
little bit. It was a little bit different than I
was expecting. Still, it was so much fun.
She’s so electric, always. She’s trying to
get you off her back as hard as she can
and you’ve just got to aim low on her
and keep doing your job. It’s hard, but
so much fun.”

OTHER WINNERS

Steer wrestling: (Tie) Curtis Cassidy,
Joseph King and Eli Lord, 3.9 seconds,
$6,678.70 each

Team roping: Brady Minor/Riley
Minor, 5.2 seconds, $7,241.76 each

Tie-down roping: Haven Meged, 8.3
seconds, $7,157.16

Barrel racing: (Tie) Pamela Morrison
and Bertina Olafson, 17.51 seconds,
$6,937.20 each

Breakaway roping: Shelby Boisjoli-Me-
ged, 2.5 seconds, $3,807.00

Novice bareback: Jace Lomheim, 75.5
points, $1,381.28

Novice saddle bronc: Clay Greensla-
de, 75 points, $1,091.44

Junior steer riding: Jax Torkelson,
77.25 points, $1,271.48

REALCANADIANWRESTEINGIRENURNS

AGNPAVIILIOINE=S3I3RW/H EATEAN/DEDRIVESSTIRATIHMOREVALBERIA

EricdayiSeptember19th;2025

olldFSchiooliWrestlinglAcadamy;
SitriathmoresMinifCGampp)
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Tickets on Eventbrite (Link in

Kids under 6 Free

__g-
| - g
VIP Tables, Front Row & Advance Tickets Holders




Page 10 ¢ Strathmore TIMES e August 6, 2025

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

As one of the marquee attractions of the Strathmore Stampede, the annual
Running With the Bulls was once again a big hit during the rodeo weekend.
Sean Mendez won the Aug. 2 performance, while Fabian Orozco of Mexico
claimed the Aug. 3 event.

Joe Lepage, John Watson, Melissa Piche, Fernando David Moreno-Prado,
Mario Prusina and Jody Schneider Photos

%

ELKS oF CANADA

SATURDAY,
 AUGUST 16

,‘ Shotgun start 1 pm

| 4 PERSON TEAM - $600 ‘%
Register by July 31

SUPPORTING RURAL MENTAL HEALTH
All proceeds will go toward addressing and supporting mental health inititives
in Strathmore and Wheatland County

CLOSESTTO | LONGEST HOLE 1N

T oRIvE aME

Company Hame a0 Teurnsment

Praminent display of company name
sedlags on sl marksting materisly

Company name and loga o
0 maskating matesists
Tournament welcome and
oppetuniny 1o spesk  Snnes
reveption

Aq pasosuods
Abiau3z uoyEgay
Aq pasosuods
| |

BIUBUIOPS

pny axe ajbe3

EpRURD BUBNA
Aq paiosuods

/| T6Y ON SYI3 DIoWyiEns

Recogeition a1 dinner reception

Complimantary team of fou

Complimantary table of sight ot the
‘Mantsl Heahth Dinnes in November

For more information or to register call 403-934-5335 or 403-934-9090

or visit www.wfcss.org

T new Running t

=

the Bulls

winners walk away $1,000 richer

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A pair of new Running With the Bulls winners were
crowned over the course of the Strathmore Stampede, which
took place once again over the August long weekend.

Due to safety concerns stemming from the event, only me-
dical personnel and runners were on the ground this year.

Sean Mendez, who was Saturday’s winner, said he came
out to the Strathmore Stampede on a whim because it was
something to do over the course of the weekend. Regarding
his run, it was a bit of a different story.

$$$ $$$
CASH FOR COINS

SSS §S§$

WANTED RovaL Canapian MINT coiNs, FRANKLIN
Mint, US MINT, WORLD SETS ETC, COLLECTOR'S COINS,
NumismaTics, OLYMPIC COINS, OLD COINS, OLD S,

GOLD COINS, SILVER COINS, BARS, INGOTS, JEWELRY, NUGGETS,
STERLING SILVER & ENTIRE COIN COLLECTIONS!

Call or text Todd

Numismatist/Gold & Silver Dealer

780-504-7995

| MAKE FREE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA+

“It was National Girlfriend Day yes-
terday and the boys said, ‘We choose
death;” so let’s go. I came out with a
bunch of guys and we worked as a team
out there — it was awesome,” he said.
“It was crazy; it was awesome; it was
so much fun. I was just thinking about
how close can I get.”

Mendez hails from Noble, Ont. and
currently resides in Calgary. It was his
first time coming out to participate in
Running With the Bulls.

Sunday’s winner, Fabian Orozco, said
he was in it for the rush and the excite-
ment of the event.

“'m crazy, I do not have anything
better to do to be honest. 'm crazy; I
do not care about my life; I do not care
about anything. I just care about having
fun,” said Orozco. “My friend told me
about this and he asked if I wanted to
go run with bulls, so I said, ‘Why not?””

Orozco joked that despite never ha-
ving run before and not having any ex-
pectations, he “never loses.”

“Like I am saying all the time, I always
win. I do not know how to lose — always
be the best of the best,” he said. “It was
my goal and I tried twice (to hop on the
bulls).”

The 21-year-old Orozco encouraged
anyone who was thinking about doing
the run to just do it to give it a try.

Mendez on the other hand, suggested
to anyone who does step into the ring,
that it may be a wise idea to run fast —
and wear their brown pants.
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Obituary
| SALMON, Paul

We are very sad to inform you that our
beloved son, husband, and father Paul
Salmon passed away peacefully from
cancer with his family at his side on
July 30, 2025, at the age of 61. He immigrated to Cal-
gary, AB from England with his family at 12 years old.
He loved soccer, especially his favorite home team
Liverpool where he was born.

Paul lived for his Monday night men’s league and
golfing with “the boys”. He was a part of the Strath-
more Golf Club for well over a decade and golfed ev-
ery chance he got, including volunteering as a mar-
shal during his illness when he could.

Paul was a mechanic for 44 years and he spent the
last 24 years as a valued employee at Strathmore
Motor Products. Whenever family or friends had car
troubles Paul was always ready and willing to come
to the rescue.

In his last months he loved to sit outside in the sun
taking in the fresh air, he was an outdoors kind of
guy!

Paul is survived by his wife Cindy Salmon, daughter
Brittany Kersey (Trevor), son Travis Salmon, daugh-
ter Taylor Salmon, daughter Shaynne Salmon, son
Nicholas Salmon, grandchildren Phoenix Hawkings
and Kayli Warren, Mum Marg Salmon, brother Steve
Salmon (Darla), sister Vicky Salmon and her children
Tyler and Emma. He is predeceased by his father Eric
Salmon, sister Jan Salmon and her three children,
Richard, Sarah and Jamie and daughter Candice Tu-
dor. He will also be missed by many loving relatives
too numerous to count.

Paul’s family will be hosting a Celebration of Life for
his close family and friends on Saturday August 16th
at 2:00 — 4:00pm at his home 13 Maplewood Estate,
Strathmore, AB. Please reach out to his daughter
Shaynne (text if possible) at 403-901-4751 with any
questions.

Wheatland Funeral Home
Strathmore, AB 403-934-4404

BUILDINGS

COMING EVENT

INTEGRITY ~ POST  FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT
WITH  CONCRETE ~ POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds and more,
sales@integritybuilt.com
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

TRAVEL

VISIT 0SOY0OS, BC - A ha-
ven for snowbirds looking for
milder winter weather and an
abundance of activities! Hotel
suites starting from just $850/
month. Learn more at www.
0soyoossnowbirds.com;  call
the Osoyoos Visitor Centre at
1-888-676-9667 or email:
visit@destinationosoyoos.com
to request digital information
on wintering in 0soyo0s.

GET YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADS IN THE

TIMES!

FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR
2025 AUCTION PROGRAM:
Firearms, Ammunition, Acces-
sories, or Militaria. Collections,
Estates or single items. For
Auction, or Possible Purchase:
Contact us: 1-800-694-2609,
Email:  sales@switzersauc-
tion.com or Visit us @ www.
switzersauction.com for Auc-
tion Dates & Details.

SERVICES

CRIMINAL  RECORD? ~ Why
suffer  employment/licensing
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed?
Think: Criminal Pardon. US en-
try waiver. Record purge. File
destruction. Free consultation.
1-800-347-2540.  www.ac-
cesslegalmif.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER.
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender and
get quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228; WWW.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

HELP WANTED
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STRATHMORE CRIBBING LTD.

Requires a
Full-Time Labourer

plus a Delivery Driver
License required.

Call Pascal 403-325-0105

LIVESTOCK LIVESTOCK
BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
WANTED: a classified ad. Only $269/wk
PASTURE FOR | Lot e evenapers
COW CALF Call NOW Tor et 1.600-
PAlRS 232-6903; Or\/vv:\/tva.‘!clsvna.com;

Quiet, well managed, email classifieds@awna.com.

established herd.
Will repair and
maintain fences.
Check cattle weekly.
Won't overgraze.

MACHINERY

*1989 8460 COMBINE - 2901
hours; *1984 860 Massey
Combine - 2367 hours; *885
Massey Swather - 18 Ft. Ull
Header, Crop Lifters - 2636
hours. Ph: 780-829-2270;
email jlinhondo@gmail.com.

Redline Livestock
Travis: 403-994-1065

Coldwell Agencies is a small, well-established
brokerage in Strathmore, Alberta. We are
currently seeking an experienced, licensed

LEVEL 2 INSURANCE BROKER

with a minimum of 2 year’s experience.

At Coldwell Agencies we are all about the
people and are proud to offer a high standard of
personalized service. We are looking for someone
that is looking for long-term employment.
Monday to Friday, 9-5.

Day to Day Responsibilities:

« Process a variety of personal and commercial/
farm transactions

« Establish consistent accuracy with transactions

« Inspect transactions for required supporting
documents

« Make all corrections on transfer forms and
documents

To be successful in this role you must:

« Have a positive attitude

« Provide excellent customer service

« Multi-tasking abilities

« Be detail oriented

« Have excellent communication/documenting
skills

« Have sound decision making skills

« Have openness to feedback and learning

Essential Qualifications:

o Minimum Level 2 insurance license

« Ability to use computers and other office
equipment

How to Apply
If you are interested in applying for this position,
please forward your resume including cover letter

office at 133 2nd Ave, Strathmore, AB.

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

HEALTH

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE
THROUGHOUT  Alberta. The
Blanket Classifieds or Value
Ads connect with more than
500,000 readers in the prov-
ince each week. Choose
from three packages begin-
ning at $269, $299 or $599
to share your message in
over 70 Weekly Community
Newspapers. Contact THIS
NEWSPAPER today or email
classifieds@awna.com  for
more information. Call 1-800-
282-6903 or 780-434-8746
or visit www.awna.com.

Advertise

Ask about the

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

DENTURES

I N . L .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Cenire

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

to colleenb@coldwellinsurance.ca or drop off y

SUDOKY

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL — FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
403-981-6182

STRATHMORE'S
LEADER IN HOME
SERVICES!

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING

Province- W|de$ 5 9 9

Value Ad Network

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225

email classifieds@awna.com

or visit your community newspaper

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

plus GST/HST

/

Alberta
' Weekly Newspapers
Association

GOLD

Unused or unwanted Chains, Rings, Bangles, Coins

SENIORS’ SPECIAL
10% more in July & August

CASH IN
YOUR GOLD!

Bonded since 1967

SILVER

Coins, Royal Canadian Mint sets
Canadian 1968 and older 10, 25, 50 & silver dollars
US 1964 and earlier 10, 25, 50 & silver dollars

We come to the privacy of your home, no fees!
Please call Joy or Ted 825-966-4373

(anadian Prairie Pickers

Pays Cash!

Doing business in Alberta since 1986

CaLL Toop

BUYING your unwanted and broken jewelry, coins,
coin collections, nuggets, dust, all gold, etc.

ALSO BUYING ALL SILVER, STERLING & PLATINUM!

| MAKE HOUSE CALLS
ALL OVER ALBERTA

& PAY YOU CASH.

780-304-7995

3|15(2018l4|l619|7]1 FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING
614704911 (2]13|5]|8
5TsT 131> T+ 521 |THE CARPET COP
4131916181 5 Kelly Camden

71215 403.991.6192
8[2[5)7|9|4]1]|3]|6 kellycamden@hotmail.com
7111613|2|518|9|4
5161841719124 3
2|9]sfj4lsisle]1|7}| ~Check us out ONLINE!
117141216 |13§5]181]9

wwotrathmoreTimes con

/@I\I'Decked Dut’AB

General Contracting

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-399-7097
wes@alldeckedoutab.ca @

www.alldeckedoutab.ca

PLUMBING & HEATING

BRO-TECH

PLUMBING £. HEATING ING.

* Hotwater Tanks e Furnaces
¢ Renovations ¢ Hydronic Heating
e Service Work * Gas Fitting

* New Construction
e Commercial
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

* Sewer Cleaning/
Sewer Camera

Like us on Facebook

v
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Upcoming Council Meetings
‘ Sept 3,2025| 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council

Sept17,2025| 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council

a Strathmore -
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you're welcome

at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Share your thoughts.
Annexation Open House.

You're invited to our open house! On August 14, 2025, from 6 to 8 p.m., the Town will be hosting
an Open House at the Strathmore Municipal Building (1Parklane Drive) to discuss the proposed
annexation. Town staff will be available to answer your questions.

What is annexation?

Annexation is when a municipality expands beyond its boundaries to include nearby land. This
helps support future growth and ensures services and infrastructure can meet the needs of the
community.

Why does this matter for Strathmore?

This opens the door to a lot of positive impacts for our community, such as;
« Create new job opportunities for residents

- Offer affordable and diverse housing options

«  Attract new investments

«  Potential for more recreation facilities

+  Support sustainable, long-term growth

R T T T T

Curious? Learn more on August 14th. For further questions or concerns, reach out to;

Vicki Dodge, RPP

Annexation Project Manager
Email: vicki.dodge@strathmore.ca
Phone: 403-814-0702

New area structure plan just dropped.

application for a new Area Structure Plan (ASP) WCIItIng for you. It might sound cliché, but it really

for the lands west of town, between Wheatland \ L matters.
County, Wildflower Road, and Range Road 254. ‘
L 4
This proposed plan would guide the long-term % aprathmore
development of a new neighbourhood with
homes for over 10,000 people and new local job
opportunities. It also outlines plans for parks,
schools, transportation, and other services. A full
copy of the Strathmore West ASP draft version is
available to the public Monday to Friday during
regular office hours.

Affected parties can make a written submission
to the Town'’s Development Services Office
throughout the ASP planning process. The
Strathmore West ASP will also be presented at a
Public Hearing for consideration by Town Council.
For more info, or to view the draft plan and maps,
visit our website,, Strathmore.ca

] o ° L]
Planning Application You remember it,
Dashboard. don’'tyou?
Curious about what's being built down the street? That moment when a firetruck pulled up at Join the race.
Now you can find out with just a few C"C.ks' the parade. The blast of the horn, the weight Strathmore.ca/StompingRace
We've recently launched our new Planning of the helmet, the thrill of climbing into that

Application Dashboard (PAD) that shows current seat and thinking, “One day..”

development and permit applications throughout
town. Whether it's a proposed new subdivision, Well, why not today?
commercial development, or secondary suite, . STRATHMORE
you can now see where projects are happening, The Strathmore Fire Department needs OT E S Q
what stage they're at, and key details about more paid-on-call firefighters, and they are 4/
applications received on January 1, 2025 or later. just like you. They are regular people who 4@
The new interactive map makes it easy to stay step up when it counts. You don’t need to °
informed about local developments. Each be a superhero. You don't have to quit your Re Ister to
application is pinned to its location on the map job. You just need heart, courage, and a
and includes information such as application type, willinaness to learn. We'll take care of the °
status updates, and contact information for the file 9 ’ vote I n t he
manager. rest.

L] L] L]
View the Planning Application Dashboard So go ahead. Make your younger self proud. MU“ICIPGI Election
at Strathmore.ca/PAD. That seat'’s still waiting. .

Vote for Mayor and Town Councillors

Good food, great food. Apply today:
Get the Good Food Box.
The Good Food Box is a non-profit organization N 8 +8
offering access to nutricious, quality produce while 403-934-3022 Election Day Register to vote at
ensuring variety, freshness and affordability. This firehall@strathmore.ca B October 20, 2025 voterlink.ab.ca
program is accessible for everyone regardless Strathmore.ca/paid-on-call V

of income level. For more information visit
Strathmore.ca/GoodFoodBox






