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JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County council engaged in discussion 
regarding a request from the Wheatland Housing 
Management Body (WHMB) for funding in the 
amount of $916,702 during the April 2 regular meet-
ing of council.

County administration received a letter from the 
WHMB chief administrative officer, March 22, re-
questing an advancement of funds for the design of 
a new hospice and lodge in order for it to be in a 
more shovel-ready state.

Wheatland County council has previously passed 
motions to provide funding for the construction 
phase of the project. Design work does not fall 
within the conditions of previous motions.

Funding for the project would come from an un-
allocated surplus, or be borrowed through a long-
term debt. As the project would have a projected 
lifespan of 60 or more years, funds would be bor-
rowed over the maximum possible length to serve 
the lifespan of the project. 

The total cost of the Wheatland Lodge development 
project was estimated to be $52,739,184. Wheatland 
County was requested to provide $3,985,914 of this 
funding. The $916,702 requested to aid in bringing 
the project to a more shovel-ready status is not in 
addition to the total request, rather, as a portion of 
it invested ahead of construction.

Coun. Glenn Koester noted during the council 
meeting, the Province of Alberta has made its stance 
clear: grant funding will not be allocated to the pro-
ject unless it can be presented in a grant application 
as being shovel-ready. 

Concerns were expressed during the meeting by 
Reeve Amber Link regarding accountability by the 
WHMB board, and the lack of transparency of infor-
mation regarding the lodge project. 

“I’m furious a councillor on our council created 
a situation last year that led to public outrage by 
unilaterally directing that the request for a letter of 
support from our council be withdrawn and then 
proceeded to attend multiple meetings across our 
county hosted by the Wheatland Housing Manage-
ment Body and Wheatland and Area Hospice Socie-
ty boards where they then led the public to believe 
our council did not support a new lodge or our sen-
iors. This was deliberately deceitful given the fact 
we had not yet had an opportunity to debate the 
matter or establish a council position,” she said.

Continued on Page 4
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Many children in the community attended rescheduled the Easter Egg Hunt on April 6 
in Kinsmen Park. The event, which was originally planned for the day before Easter, was 
rescheduled from the original date because of a dump of snow the night before. This year 
marked the 32 annual Easter Egg Hunt and it was organized by Carey Rose of Re/Max 
Key.
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Ag Society hosts reception for officials to present 
western events and cultural centre project
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore and District Agricultu-
ral Society hosted a reception for mem-
bers of government, as well as relevant 
organizations to discuss their ongoing 
Western Events and Cultural Centre ca-
pital campaign.

“We had a number of representatives 
come from large corporations from the 
area, large farms and ranches, of cour-
se representatives from provincial and 
municipal government, as well as from 
the Alberta Beef Producers, as well as 
other stakeholder organizations who 
are involved in the project,” said Ryan 
Schmidt, president and CEO of the Ag 
Society. “The message was ‘we are going 
to build this project and we are looking 
for your help.’”

In attendance from the province was 
the Minister of Tourism and Sport, Jo-
seph Schow. MP Martin Shields and 
MLA Chantelle de Jonge also made ap-
pearances at the reception. 

Schmidt emphasized that no one 

member of a government has the au-
thority to commit financial backing and 
support for a project such as the Wes-
tern Events and Culture Centre, though 
he is optimistic about the potential for 
support from multiple levels of govern-
ment. 

“(There is) a process this has to go 
through, through careful consideration, 
through different budget procedures – 
so we are definitely putting forth the 
request to support the project,” he said. 
“I think the initial reception is positive, 
and of course they have to do their due 
diligence and consideration, and we 
will happily supply information they 
need to support that process.”

Going forward, Schmidt explained the 
next steps for the ag society will be to 
begin meeting with companies and or-
ganizations in one-on-one environments 
to put forward their ask for support.

He added public interest is beginning 
to accumulate, stating that groups from 
across Canada have begun to reach 
out and inquire when events may be 
booked at the new centre. 
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A wait list has since been created in 
order to follow up with interested par-
ties once the event centre is closer to 
being finished construction.

“We are very excited to see the res-
ponse, and it fits with what we saw in 
our feasibility study; there is a huge de-
mand for premier western event spaces 
like this and performing arts theatre as 

well; it is greatly needed in the com-
munity,” he said. “The project resonates 
with people, whether it is one of the 
facilities that are located in the project, 
whether it is the western events arena, 
the performing arts theatre, or one of 
the programs: the practical ranching 
school, and the year-round rodeo aca-
demy, it is striking a chord.”

The Strathmore and District Agricultural Society hosted a reception for their Western Events and Cul-
tural Centre capital campaign on April 4 at the Four Sisters Farm. There were plenty of dignitaries 
invited, including (from l-r) Chantelle de Jonge (Chestermere-Strathmore MLA), Joe Schow (Cardston-
Siksika MLA and Cabinet Minister for Tourism and Sport), W. Brett Wilson and Ryan Schmidt (Strath-
more & District Agricultural Society CEO/General Manager). Joe Lepage Photo
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County approves tax rate bylaw
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County approved the third and final 
reading of its Tax Rate Bylaw 2024-09 during the 
April 3 special council meeting.

During the regular council meeting which took 
place April 2, council passed both first and second 
readings of the bylaw. 

Additionally, council approved the 2024 final 
operating and capital budgets with a directive to 
increase overall property tax revenue by three per 
cent. 

Council was unable to pass third reading of the 
bylaw during the April 2 meeting due to unani-
mous consent to hold the third reading during the 
same meeting not being granted. Supplementary 
information at the time was requested for reser-
ves. 

Through council’s request, administration provi-
ded a breakdown of the 2024 approved operating 
budget reserves, which is also publicly available 
via the April 3 special meeting of council agenda 
package. 

The 2024 final operating budget as approved by 
council, April 2, consists of a total net drawdown 
of reserved by approximately $2.1 million, which 
comes from several increases and decreases in ex-
penses, detailed in the report. 

According to the Municipal Government Act, 
municipalities are required to pass a balanced 
budget through their annual reviews. 

The figure presented as the “Operating Budget 
Balancing” in the agenda is a budgeted draw from 
reserves, driven by cost pressures taking place 

over multiple years. 
This is also part of a strategy chosen by council 

in order to defer tax revenue increases in order to 
incentivize future growth and relieve present day 
financial pressures on county residents. 

The approved 2024 capital plan also does not 
include any additions of Local Government Fiscal 
Framework (LGFF) or Canada Community Buil-
ding Fund (CCBF) grant values for 2025 through 
to 2028. 

For the purposes of projecting reserves, admi-
nistration has presented the 2024 grant amounts 
being assumed for all years and using them to 
reduce the required draw on reserve funded pro-
jects. 

Additionally, the administration has noted the 
county is often able to obtain Strategic Transpor-
tation Infrastructure Program (STIP) grant fun-
ding. This is an application-based program which 
is not factored into the projection, though was 
presented as important to consider as a possible 
reduction in the requirements to draw from coun-
ty reserves.

The current 2024 year was presented with a 
placeholder in the capital projections in the ho-
pes that the county will receive $1.75 million in 
STIP funding. 

Total reserves which will be maintained by the 
county are projected using the assumptions made 
in the capital and operating plans.

More information, as well as exact numbers 
and figures are available via the recorded county 
meeting minutes, as well as via the public meeting 
agenda.

Town to examine partnership 
with Rescued Paws at  
Alpine Foundation
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Rescued Paws at Alpine Foundation presented 
before the Town of Strathmore council, during 
the April 3, regular meeting to discuss the poten-
tial for a centralized facility to support the busi-
ness and rehoming of dogs. 

“Our biggest challenge is that we do not have 
a permanent location to operate out of on a daily 
basis,” said Kyla Janes, executive director of the 
Rescued Paws at Alpine Foundation. “Right now, 
we have had to halt all intakes for any local dogs 
or strays that are in Strathmore and the county, 
as well, due to the fact that we were so overw-
helmed over the last year and a half.”

She added during the aforementioned time pe-
riod, over 200 dogs were taken in and rehomed 
from their home-based family business, which 
incurred roughly $200,000 of expenses to pull 
off.

These included a mix of surrendered animals 
due to the housing crisis, unwanted puppies 
resulting from a lack of sterilization, as well as 
abandonment cases coming from both within the 
Town of Strathmore, and Wheatland County. 

“One of our goals is to be able to work with 
the town – number one, we have already set in 
place working relationships with Fame and Pros-
pects from Calgary, which helps a lot with a lot 
of our adolescents who are looking for job place-

ments in the future,” said Janes. “One of the big-
gest things that would be beneficial is having the 
building that would be in town; it would be a lot 
easier for our Fame volunteers to come and help 
work there a little bit more often.”

She added the use of the requested building 
would also aid in being able to host more adop-
tion and awareness events, and host dogs tem-
porarily.

During the delegation, it was presented that 
use of a building would be solely for the purpo-
se of housing and caring for rescued dogs, and 
would be in compliance with any and all regula-
tions set forth by the town.

Coun. Denise Peterson, following the presen-
tation, inquired to Rescued Paws regarding the 
potential value they may be able to add to the 
community, as their request for building space 
from the town is similar to the established agree-
ment held with Happy Cat sanctuary. 

Alicia O’Keefe explained details regarding tho-
se contributions may be presented to council via 
a five- or 10- year plan, which would estimate 
contributions should the organization have ac-
cess to a centralized facility. 

Council directed administration to examine the 
feasibility of forming a value-added partnership 
with Rescued Paws following the presentation. 

More information is presented via the council 
meeting agenda, as well as through the recorded 
meeting minutes. 
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County discusses request for financial support 
for new hospice and lodge by WHMB board
Continued from Page 1

“Further, council’s access to information has been limited 
by the board’s repeated lack of transparency. Where are the 
building committee meeting minutes? Reports of work done? 
There has been zero accountability to the public.”

Link added she wished to table a letter to Jason Nixon, min-
ister of seniors, community and social services outlining con-
cerns held regarding the governance of the WHMB, and a 
governance review of the board that was completed. 

The letter discusses inaccuracies and misrepresentations in 
the WHMB review report, overreach in governance review and 
a lack of autonomy respect, issues with board appointments, 
dismissal of concerns raised about governance dynamics, con-
flicts of interest, and several other concerns. 

It was suggested during the regular meeting of council to 
delay approving a letter of support until more information was 
able to be presented by county administration, as opposed to 

Pass the Salt

STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL 
CHURCH

50 Maplewood Drive • 403-934-2225
Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright

Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Youth Pastor: Rev. Kyle Lomenda
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112 Lakeside Blvd. 

1-888-506-1066  ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright
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Worship Service: 11 AM

www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com

God’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and 

distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave • 403-934-3543

Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe

Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: Ian Scantland

Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online

www.strathmorealliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
ANGLICAN

 Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 587-727-0649

Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm

strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens

403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp
Pastor: Dave Mackie

Worship Sundays 10:30 am
Youth Tuesdays 7 pm

Come join us for a spirit-filled time 
of worship

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland • 403-991-6143

Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY 
COVENANT CHURCH

245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424

Pastor: Heidi Wiebe
Sunday Worship 10 am

www.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. • 403-934-2374

Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services – 10:30 am

Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue 

403-934-3025
       Sunday Worship Services 10:30am

Services posted on-line at:
www.smoreuc.com

     Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
 W/C accessible

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
Holy Cross Collegiate School Gym 

709B - 2nd Street, Strathmore
403-934-2641

Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm  |  Sunday 10 am

www.sacredhc.ca

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY 
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283

Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Fully resumed in-person services

www.rccgstrathmore.com

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY

3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494

Lead Pastor - Bill Olson
Location Pastor - Shan Simpson

Pastor - Eric Horstia
www.c3connect.ca

Sunday at 10:10 a.m.
C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.

A STRANGE GLORY

In John’s gospel, almost 
immediately after Jesus enters 
Jerusalem to the exuberant 
accolades of the crowds waving 
palm branches and shouting 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” 
Jesus declares that the hour has 
now come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. It’s tempting to think 
that this glory would be along 
the lines of the exaltation of the 
crowds, but Jesus’ words go in 
an entirely different direction. He 
talks about the glory of a seed 
which, instead of remaining alone, 
falls into the ground and dies, 
and thereby multiplies itself. And 
he talks about being lifted up 
from the earth, a not too veiled 
reference to the Roman cross on 
which he will soon die – a form of 
execution designed especially to 
maximize humiliation, degradation 
and suffering – hardly a means for 
Jesus to be glorified.
And yet, and yet, this exactly 
where Jesus claims that his glory 
will be revealed, and when he is 
lifted up in this violent and cruel 
manner, he will draw all people to 
himself. John certainly recognizes 

the cross as the supreme 
revelation of Jesus’ glory, when 
in his heavenly vision he hears 
the multitude around the throne 
singing with full voice, “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slaughtered 
to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!” And Paul 
recognizes the glory of the cross, 
despite its apparent foolishness 
in the eyes of the world, when he 
asserts that to us who believe, 
the cross is the both the power of 
God and the wisdom of God, and 
in response to Christ’s embrace of 
the suffering of the cross that God 
raises him up to a glory beyond 
that of all others.
In Holy Week we are invited to 
look deeply at the cross, because 
there we see God forswearing 
the use of the world’s tactics, and 
instead absorbing all the violence 
and cruelty of a broken world into 
himself, and instead of demanding 
retribution offers the abundant 
and eternal life we were created to 
enjoy. So take the time this week 
above all others to gaze intently at 
the strange glory that is the cross.
Rev. Malcolm Kern, Priest
St. Michael & All Angels 
Anglican Church

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
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immediately, as per the WHMB request. 
Coun. Shannon Laprise reminded 

council, in February 2023, Derek Weiss, 
of the WHMB, attended a county coun-
cil meeting to present the financial sum-
mary of the Wheatland Lodge project at 
that time. It was reported there would 
be a $40 million Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation (CMHC) loan, a $7 
million Affordable Housing Partnership 
Program (AHPP) grant, and $6 million 
from municipal contributions for a total 
cost of roughly $53 million.

She added in April 2023, she had re-
quested of the WHMB to acquire a fi-
nancial analysis to clearly show how 
requisitions were calculated.

“We received a very detailed spread-
sheet that showed exactly how the pro-
jected revenue and expenses our mu-
nicipal portion of $700,000 would work 
towards – there is also another financial 
consideration, a debt contribution ratio 
which is required for a CMHC loan,” 
said Laprise. “When we looked at that 
spreadsheet, I noticed that there were 
some mistakes in it and that the spread-
sheet showed not $39 million, but $28 
million from CMHC. In June (2023) we 
had another meeting; we discussed the 
numbers, and I found that the Hospi-
tal Preparedness Program (HPP) grant 
went from $7 million to $14 million.”

Laprise expressed concerns that fi-
nancials surrounding the project are not 
being properly communicated to the 
WHMB, nor to the public.

She added, she, as well as the WHMB 
chairman do not know the up-to-date 
total costs of the project, the AHPP 
amount, or the CMHC amount.

A motion made by Laprise to condi-
tionally support the request for finances 
from the WHMB was passed following 
amendments by council. 

The passed motion provides support 
contingent on a letter indicating minis-
terial support for the sum of $14 million 
for the project, an update from Weiss 
to update the financial proforma from 
May 2023 and provide it to all WHMB 
board members, answers to a coun-
cil-approved list of questions to be pro-
vided to all councils of the Management 
Body board, the WHMB request quar-
terly updates of this analysis and the 
project progresses and costs change, 
and that the WHMB provide to all mu-
nicipal partners each time the analysis 
is redone to the information of the total 
project cost, and the AHPP portion.

The motion was passed in a vote of 
5-2 in favour.

Great performanceGreat performance
Drew Gregory and his talented wife Erin 
performed at the Hope Bridges Community 
Concert on April 2 at the Hope Community 
Covenant Church. Drew is a multi-award 
winning musician, most recently Horizon 
Male Artist of the Year. The duo performed 
hits such as “Jackson” by Johnny Cash and 
June Carter-Cash and finished the concert 
with a preview of his upcoming single “This 
Side of the Dirt” which releases April 12. 
The concert also highlighted the vocal tal-
ents of the members of The Hope Bridges 
Music Discovery program.

Melissa Piche Photos
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Wheatland County tours Airdrie Shasta facility
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Members of Wheatland County council, as well as Chester-
mere-Strathmore MLA Chantelle de Jonge, were given a tour 
of the Shasta Care Community building in Airdrie, Apr. 4. 

The tour of the facility acted effectively as a follow up to a 
presentation made by Doug Murphy, codeveloper with New-
port Senior Living Ltd. to the county, Feb. 13. 

“I was really grateful for the opportunity to tour Shasta’s 
Airdrie Care Community. I was impressed. It was so modern, 
but also cozy, and the commitment to the Eden alternative 
philosophy, I thought, was a beautiful foundation for preser-
ving the dignity and respecting our communities like seni-
ors,” said Wheatland County Reeve Amber Link. “I’d also say 
there was evidence of implementation of that Eden philosop-
hy all throughout the tour and the community was markedly 
different from other supportive living facilities I visited and 
I am certainly grateful that that quality of care is coming to 
our community.”

Shasta received a signed commitment letter for funding 54 
long-term care space, 18 supportive living Level 4 spaces, 18 
supportive living memory care spaces, and six hospice spa-
ces in the Town of Strathmore with Alberta Health Services 
in October 2023. 

The team behind the facility aims to have shovels in the 
ground this summer, with an approximately 14-month com-
pletion time. 

“We obviously had a presentation from Doug Murphy re-
garding the contract that he was awarded with AHS for the 
care community in Strathmore, and one thing that we have 
realized is that there isn’t a high degree of awareness in the 

community about that contract and about the project that 
will be coming to the Town of Strathmore,” added Link. “Ad-
ditionally, we recognize that there may be concerns in the 
community around the fact that it’s a private operator who is 
building that care community. And so, for me, I wanted to vi-
sit one of Doug’s communities and actually witness firsthand 
what it was like.”

Link also emphasized the “highly stringent” regulatory 
framework which exists in Alberta for all facilities, regardless 
of being privately or publicly funded or operated. 

She added she feels the local region is in need of innova-
tive ways to ensure seniors are cared for and that they can 
retire and live with dignity in the final years of their lives. 

“I have complete confidence that Shasta will provide that 
for our residents in the care community that they are buil-
ding in Strathmore,” said Link.

An exact date for when shovels will hit the ground has not 
yet been established for the care facility.

403.901.0440
115 2 AVE Strathmore

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

Capsule Comments
Gord Morck Pharmacist

YOUR WEEKLY 
HEALTH ADVICE 

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm 
Sat: 9-6 pm • Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore 132 - 2nd Ave. 
Strathmore 
Ph: 403-934-3122

Get the latest new products, special savings, 
contests and more sent directly to your 

email. Sign up today for the 
Value Drug Mart E-letter. 

British Columbia has a goal of eliminat-
ing cervical cancer.  As of February 2024, 
patients could order an at-home HPV 
self-screening test kit. This test looks for the 
virus that could result in cervical cancer. The 
pap test is traditionally used to screen for ab-
normal changes in the body that could lead 
to cancer. The decision was made based on 
rigorous trials with over 20,000 women.  Re-
sults showed that this home-HPV screening 
was more effective in identifying those with 
pre-cancerous lesions compared to conven-
tional pap smears.
Of course, there is a vaccine that prevents 

cervical cancers (among others).  It’s the 
HPV vaccine and it’s available free through 
school-based programs in all provinces and 
territories in Canada. Individuals under the 
age of 15 are given 2 doses. Those over 15 
will get three doses.
Recently, there was a story about the gover-

nor of Florida wanting to import drugs from 
Canada to save the state money.  It didn’t 
happen but it did highlight the fact that ge-
neric drug prices in Canada are 45% lower 
than in the U.S. This is because in Canada 
there is a review board that negotiates gener-
ic drug prices to be as low as possible.  The 
U.S. has no such board.
The discovery of Prontosil marked the be-

ginning of modern antibiotic therapy. The 
drug received wide publicity in 1936 when 
it was used to treat President Roosevelt’s son 
who had a severe streptococcal infection.  
This discovery was followed by penicillin 
which was used during WWII and saved 
many lives.

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

403-934-3334   -   888-934-4434

Chantelle 
de Jonge, MLA
Chestermere-Strathmore

403-962-0126
129 2nd Avenue
Strathmore, AB  T1P1K1

Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.ca

Providing recovery-oriented care to Albertans
CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

This past week, as part of the Alberta government’s efforts 
to refocus the health care system, several announcements 
were made.

The first announcement was regarding a new mental he-
alth and addiction organization, Recovery Alberta, which will 
be the first of four new organizations that will ultimately be 
responsible for overseeing and delivering health care ser-
vices across the province. Recovery Alberta heralds a new 
era of focused care delivery. With a mandate to assume res-
ponsibility for existing mental health and addiction services 
previously managed by AHS, Recovery Alberta embodies a 
commitment to providing timely, recovery-oriented care to 
Albertans in need.

Additionally, to continue the innovative work required to 
improve the mental health and addiction system, our govern-
ment is creating the Canadian Centre of Recovery Excellence 
(CoRE) to inform best practices in mental health and addic-
tion, conduct research and program evaluation, and support 
the development of evidence-based policies. CoRE will be 
established as a Crown corporation through legislation that 
will be introduced this spring.

Alberta’s government is delivering on a commitment to 
provide funding to help family doctors with their admini-
strative costs so they can devote more time to seeing pa-
tients. Additional one-time funding has been provided to the 
Alberta Medical Association (AMA) as part of a December 
2023 commitment of $200 million over two years to stabilize 
primary health care. The AMA will distribute the funding to 
eligible family physicians and rural generalists. Approxima-
tely 3,000 family doctors are eligible to receive transition 
funding of $24,000 to $40,000. The amount a family physi-
cian and rural generalist will receive depends on the number 
of patients they have.

Our government is also investing $224.8 million through 

Budget 2024 to help train more physicians in rural areas and 
will be supporting collaborative efforts from the University 
of Alberta, University of Calgary, University of Lethbridge, 
and Northwestern Polytechnic to develop new Rural Medi-
cal Education Program Training Centres in Lethbridge and 
Grande Prairie.

We are committed to refocusing Alberta’s health care 
system to ensure Albertans can get the right care, when and 
where they need it. Through this refocusing, we will create 
a more effective, unified health care system that supports 
Albertans for generations to come.

As always, please feel free to contact me with your feed-
back or concerns at Chesteremere.Strathmore@assembly.ab.
ca.

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for Chestermere-Strathmore 
and the Parliamentary Secretary for Affordability and Utili-
ties)

Members of Wheatland County council, as well 
as Chestermere-Strathmore MLA Chantelle 
de Jonge, toured the 
Shasta community 
care facility in Airdrie, 
April 4, to get a better 
idea of what the facil-
ity intended to be built 
in Strathmore will look 
like, how it will func-
tion, and how it will 
serve the community. 

John Watson Photos
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Upcoming Meetings
Council and committee meetings will now be open to the public and via teleconference. 

For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person. 
April 16: Council Meeting
May 7: Council Meeting

May 14: Municipal Planning Commission
May 14: Public Presentation Committee

To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted. 
Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Public Hearings
Wheatland County Council Chambers April 16th, 2024 at 9 a.m.

Wheatland County will consider the following applications for Public Hearing at the 
regular Council meeting on Tuesday, April 16th, 2024.

The following public hearings begin at 9 a.m. and proceed until all applications 
have been heard:  

Bylaw #: 2023-30
Legal Description: LSD 1 within SE-25-22-26-W4M
Proposal: To redesignate a ± 2.02 hectare (± 5.00 acre) portion of LSD 1 within 
SE-25-22-26-W4M from Agriculture General (AG) District to Rural Business 
(RB) District to facilitate the development of a distillery operation and restaurant 
business.

Comments may be forwarded in writing 
to Wheatland County or in person at the 
above meeting. The application files may be 
reviewed in the County Office during regular 
office hours – Monday to Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Any comments provided will become 
part of the public record in accordance with 
Section 40 (1) of the Alberta Freedom of 
Information and Protection Privacy Act. Any 
personal information on submissions made 
regarding applications is collected under the 
authority of the FOIP Act Section 33 (c) and 
subsequent versions of the Act.

Wheatland County is now accepting orders for the 2024 Dust 
Control Program!

Dust control is offered by Wheatland County for landowners or 
residents within the County who wish to reduce the amount of 
dust created by vehicles traveling on the gravel roads near their 
homes, businesses, or farms.

Calcium Chloride:
• First Round: Application deadline is May 17, 2024
(Weather permitting, application will occur starting May 21)
• Second round:  Application deadline is June 7, 2024
(Weather permitting, application will occur starting June 10)

Oiling: 
• Application deadline is July 5, 2024
(Weather permitting, application will occur during July)

For more information and to complete an order form, visit our 
website at https://wheatlandcounty.ca/documents/dustcontrol/
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Friday April 26  10 AM - 5 PM
Saturday April 27  10 AM - 4 PM

Quality Donations Welcome until April 20

Family makes the call on ice
MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

When the McKinnon family went to 
the Strathmore Family Centre to lace up 
their skates last month, it was nothing 
new for Trevor and his son Nolan (15) 
and daughter Tavia (13).

The trio have refereed over 75 com-
bined games this past season.

However, on March 11, it was dif-
ferent, as the trio refereed the fema-
le championship game between U11 
Wheatland Wranglers and Camrose.

“It’s fun reffing with my two kids on 
the ice, working together as a family,” 
said Trevor, who was the lead official 
during the game, while his children 
were linesmen.

He has been a ref for about 15 years 
- on and off - and loves the sport. He 
took a few years off and recently got 
back into it because Tavia was showing 
an interest and was old enough to take 
the course. 

This was Tavia’s first year as an offi-
cial and Nolan has been a ref for three 
years now. The siblings have followed 
in their father’s footsteps, and they en-
joy getting paid for something they love 
to do.

“It was so much fun to watch. I have 
so much fun working with my kids on 
the ice,” said Trevor. “My goal this seas-
on was to have one game all together.” 

Mission accomplished.
Nolan refed roughly 50 games this 

season; he would ref 2-3 games each 
weekend, as well as play for his own 

team, the Strathmore Storm U18B team.
Tavia refed an impressive 25 games 

and played for the U15 Wheatland 
Wranglers. Trevor refed around five 
games and was an assistant coach for 
both of his children’s hockey teams.

“It took me about two hours,” said Ta-
via of the online portion of the course, 
which is mandatory for a first-year of 
referee. “And then an in-class portion, 
takes about eight hours - the same time 
as a school day, which has on-ice time 
and also learning time.” 

Nolan and Trevor are Level 2 refs, and 
had to do a course this year to maintain 
their refereeing status.

“It was an in-class course, which went 
over some new rules (and the course 
lasted) about eight hours,” said Nolan. 
“There were a lot of changes and I le-
arned a lot.”

The McKinnon family would encou-
rage anyone interested in becoming a 
referee to go out and do it. 

“It’s a fun job if you like hockey – 
I definitely recommend it,” said Tavia. 
“You get to skate around and basically 
watch a hockey game and choose the 
calls while getting paid.”

It’s a win-win situation.
“You’re making money while exerci-

sing and you’re supporting the game 
that you love by helping younger play-
ers develop the love for the game,” said 
Nolan. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
hockey referee, visit Hockey Alberta’s 
website. Clinics run beginning in Au-
gust.

Trevor McKinnon (l-r) 
and daughter Tavia 
(13) and son Nolan (15) 
refereed the female 
championship game 
between U11 Wheat-
land Wranglers and 
Camrose on March 11. 

Joe Lepage Photo

Enchanted Enchanted 
ProjectProject
The annual En-
chanted Project 
was held April 5-6 
at the Hope Com-
munity Covenant 
Church. The event, 
hosted by Lil Hoots 
Boutique, is a 
chance for grads to 
buy a prom dress or 
tuxedo for a frac-
tion of the price of a 
new one.

Joe Lepage Photos
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Wheatland County responds 
to ongoing county vs Koester 
court ruling appeal
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County has released a 
statement regarding the ongoing legal 
conflict, following the decision to ap-
peal the Court of King’s Bench ruling in 
the Koester versus Wheatland County, 
2024 ABKB 103 case.

During the March 15 special meet-
ing of council, the county voted 4-2 in 
favour of the appeal. Koester excused 
himself from the vote, citing a conflict 
of interest to the decision.

As discussions were taking place re-
garding whether to approve the appeal, 
Coun. Richard Laursen inferred that 
taxpayer dollars would be utilized for 
the conflict to continue. 

“Although council did not initiate this 
court process, county procedure dicta-
tes that we defend decisions made at 
council,” said Reeve Amber Link. “To be 
clear, the county has not incurred legal 

Kennedy Senior 
Services INC
Servicing Seniors of Chestermere, Strathmore and Langdon

We specialize in: 
Transportation with assistance (no wheelchairs) 

& home care services. 
Grocery shopping, errands, doctor, 

hospital appointments, companionship outings 
etc, respite care, In home or long term care help 

with: bathing, cooking, cleaning etc 
flexible time slots. 

Certified health care aide, up to date CPR, 
extra training in dementia Care. 

Proper insurance. 
Excellent references.

403-701-1885 

www.kennedyseniorservices.com

Kennedy Senior Services INC

Facebook: Kennedy Senior Services INC
Email: kennedyseniorservices@gmail.com

Kennedy Senior 
Services INC 

is a local 
company 

who services 
seniors of 

Strathmore 
Langdon and 
Chestermere! 

All our staff 
are certified 
Health Care 

Aides Call, email or message 
today to set up a meet 

and greet. 
With our personalized 

Services we strive 
to go above and beyond 

for our clients!

The Strathmore
Wedding Expo

M A X S P L  M U S I C  P R E S E N T S

Sunday April 28th 10am-4pm
1001 E Pine Road Strathmore AB
Free Entry, Family Friendly

StrathmoreWeddingExpo.com
Sign up for your free bridal bag!

Presented by

Brought to you by

Estates and Large Collections Welcome 
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for 
transportation and verification
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fees related to this appeal or for defending the case brought 
by Koester. Like most municipalities across Alberta, Wheat-
land County is insured against legal claims of this nature.”

In the written statement released by the county, it is also 
noted that all councillors should be aware of this insuran-
ce, and administration has communicated it clearly to all of 
council. 

Reeve Link added she regretted not calling out the com-
ment made by Laursen when it was made, stating the com-
ment was misleading. 

The statement by the county also addressed misconcepti-
ons about the impact the court proceedings and sanctions 
against Koester have had on the ability of councillors to ful-
fill their roles and duties. 

“I want to clarify that these sanctions did not impede a 
councillor’s ability to work on projects and advocate for the 
community,” said Link. “Legislation that council operates un-
der requires that any sanction imposed against a councillor 
may not impede their duty to govern as an elected official.”

It was also noted in the county’s statement, Koester has rai-
sed no concerns regarding the procedures for investigating a 
violation of the code of conduct bylaw while reviewing and 
approving the code of conduct bylaw on an annual basis.

The statement made by the county cites a 2015 code of 
conduct issue, which occurred while Koester was reeve, sug-
gesting statements made then contradict his current position 
on how the code of conduct violation was handled. 

That incident being the censure of Brenda Knight by Whe-
atland County council. At the time, Koester had stated code 
of conduct violations being held in-camera were typical of a 
labour discussion. Legal negotiations would also go in-came-
ra to be discussed with a lawyer. 

Though the details of the censure at that time were not 
made public, the censure was eventually lifted by council.

Link declined to comment further regarding council’s posi-
tion on the current legal proceedings such as to not acciden-
tally compromise the integrity of the investigation.

(With files from the Strathmore Times, April 16, 2015 and 
Nov. 5, 2015)

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com
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May 4, 2024— 7:00 pm
         Adult  $35.00
             Youth  $10.00  17 and under

Tickets can be purchased at the Vault Cultural Collective or online at
www.smoreuc.com.  Online purchases must be 
picked up at the door the night of the concert. 

ARTS ON 817 PRESENTS 
The Charms—Denis & Megan

Opening Act 7 PM—  Melissa Matheson  and The Locals

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
✓ First walk-in tub available with a 

customizable shower
✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 

for your height and pivots to off er a 
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on 
the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-795-3272

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. 
Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-795-3272
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling1 SellingWalk-In TubWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

ASB receives presentation regarding 
farm mental health
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agricultural Research and Extension Council 
of Alberta (ARECA) presented before the Wheatland 
County Agriculture Service Board (ASB), April 3, in 
order to discuss Agknow, a mental health network 
for Alberta farmers. 

“There has been recent research about farm men-
tal health and the mental health state of our farmers 
across Canada, and it is aligning very strongly with 
what (was) found in Australia and Europe and the 
United States, that farmers are experiencing higher 
rates of anxiety, chronic stress and depression than 
the regular population,” said Linda Hunt, director of 
AB Farm Mental Health for ARECA. “This is for many, 
many reasons … and the research is also showing 
that farmers are really resilient … as a farmer and an 
agrologist, I can say that there are a lot of stressors 

that farmers have, and because of those stressors … 
we have weeded out over the number of hundreds 
of years and have this culture that tends to be more 
resilient.”

She explained those who were studied tended to 
be proficient at reframing, planning ahead, and ac-
cepting factors completely outside of their control.

Hunt’s presentation indicated 76 per cent of far-
mers experience moderate to high stress levels, and 
20 per cent experience moderate to severe anxiety 
disorders. 

Additionally, one in four farmers examined indi-
cated feelings that their lives were not worth living, 
wished they were dead or had thoughts of suicide 
within 12 months of being studied. 

“What the research is showing is that it is not usu-
ally one event, but it is a combination of a whole 
bunch of events stacked on top of each other, so it is 
not just drought for one or two years, it is drought, 

plus regulation changes, plus, plus, plus,” she said. 
“In Canada, we are experiencing a lot of changes 
especially in the oil and gas sector and those chan-
ges are affecting not only their farming operations, 
but often are affecting off-farm work that farmers are 
doing to manage the risk on the farming side – a lot 
of those jobs are in oil and gas.”

Members of the ASB indicated to Hunt having noti-
ced within the local community, factors contributing 
to rising stress, anxiety and depression in farmers 
being rising input costs, decisions on marketing, 
weather and drought, chronic pain, isolation and lo-
neliness, the lack or poor timing of government pro-
grams, influence by factors outside their control, and 
perceptions from the public.

More information regarding the presentation is 
available via the recorded meeting minutes from 
the ASB meeting, posted publicly to the Wheatland 
County YouTube channel.

Threat of aquatic invasive species 
FROM THE OFFICE OF MARTIN SHIELDS

Martin Shields, Member of Parliament for Bow 
River released the following statement on threat of 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) to the ecosystems and 
economies of the Province of Alberta:

“Over the past few weeks, I have been engaged 
with stakeholders, constituents, and colleagues alike 
to understand how MPs can contribute to the fight 
against aquatic invasive species in Alberta. I met 
with both the Alberta Invasive Species Council and 
the Ontario Invasive Species Centre, the former pro-
viding a briefing with suggestions for all levels of 
government. I am pleased to see some of these sug-

gestions implemented in Alberta’s announcement.
“I would like to acknowledge and thank the 

Government of Alberta for its recent announcement 
in taking action to protect Alberta’s aquatic ecosy-
stems and economies from Zebra-Quagga Mussels 
(ZQM). Increasing watercraft inspection stations, ad-
ding dedicated inspectors, and creating an AIS task-
force are important steps in ensuring our province 
remains free of ZQM, as well as mitigating impacts 
of other AIS. However, it’s important to note there is 
more work to be done – and further action should 
be considered.

“At the federal level, conservatives are committed 
to keeping Alberta and western-waters ZQM free – 

and we will continue to pressure the federal govern-
ment to take action to prevent impending disaster.”

“A letter concerning the growing threat of AIS sig-
ned by 44 conservative MPs (22 from Alberta) has 
been addressed and sent to the prime minister direct-
ly. It calls to ‘prioritize resources and initiate urgent, 
immediate actions necessary to prevent permanent 
ecological and economic damages that will be inflic-
ted if your government continues in its failure to pro-
vide the leadership required to protect our waters.’

“I, along with my conservative team look forward 
to continuing engagement with provincial counter-
parts and stakeholders to ensure Alberta waters re-
main ZQM free.”

RCMP proactive patrols lead to officers interrupting crime 
GLEICHEN RCMP

On Feb. 22, at 1 p.m., Gleichen RCMP were on pa-
trol when they witnessed an armed robbery outside 
the Gleichen Liquor Store on Main Street. Officers 
saw a male exit the liquor store carrying a bottle of 
vodka, being followed by a store employee. The male 
pulled a knife on the employee and then walked nor-
thbound into a residential area. Police pursued and 
arrested the male, finding in his possession methamp-
hetamine, fentanyl, and other weapons.

Justin Brett Decoux (32), a resident of Lloydmin-

ster, was charged with robbery, uttering threats, pos-
session of a controlled substance (x2), possession of 
weapon for a dangerous purpose (x3), possession of 
ammunition while prohibited, possession of an ex-
plosive substance while prohibited and possession of 
weapon while prohibited.

After a Judicial Interim Release Hearing, Decoux 
was remanded into custody and will be appearing 
next in Alberta Court of Justice in Cochrane on April 
9.

On March 26, 2024, at 1:30 p.m., Gleichen RCMP 
on patrol witnessed a male waving a machete around 

outside Gleichen Family Foods on Main Street. Police 
saw the male yelling at people on the sidewalk while 
carrying the machete. Teddy Lyndon Yellowfly (34), 
a resident of Siksika, was arrested and charged with 
possession of weapon for a dangerous purpose and 
failing to comply with conditions.

After a Judicial Interim Release Hearing, Yellowfly 
was remanded into custody and will be appearing in 
Alberta Court of Justice in Siksika on April 11.

Gleichen RCMP want to assure their residents that 
they are diligent, dedicated and committed to keeping 
their community safe.

TIMESSTRATHMORE

Your opinion is something we always 
want to hear. Call or contact us online.

WE’RE
  ALL
   EARS

Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas?
Let us know how 

we're doing.

403.934.5589
www.strathmoretimes.com

info@strathmoretimes.com
202, 114 Canal Garden, Strathmore, AB
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ZAYTSOFF, Larry
Larry passed on unexpectedly on 
March 27, 2024. He is survived by his 
wife Diana; daughters Tania (Adam) 
and Jessica; grandson Jet; brother 

David; as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Larry was predeceased by infant son William Gregory, 
his parents William and Polly Zaytsoff and brothers 
William, Nick, and Fred Zaytsoff.
Larry was born in Queenstown, AB to William and 
Polly Zaytsoff on October 15, 1944. After High School 
Larry worked in Vulcan for a while and then moved to 
Calgary. It was there that he met his future wife Diana 
Hanson. They were married in Milo, AB on July 08, 
1972. Our daughters Tania and Jessica completed 
our family in 1974 and 1977.
Larry spent most of his adult life working in the real 
estate industry. He worked for new home builders 
and helped many families in the Maplewood area of 
Strathmore with their purchase of a new home. At 
the time of his passing, he was working at RE/MAX 
Realty Horizon Strathmore. Larry loved sports and 
played basketball with the Strathmore RCMP when 
he moved to Strathmore with his wife Diana and 
daughters in 1980.
Larry was a devoted husband and father. Always 
ready to help us, listen to us and make us laugh.
A Memorial service was held on Saturday, April 6, 
2024, at Lord of All Lutheran Church (Strathmore) at 
3:00 p.m.
To send condolences, please visit Larry’s obituary at 
www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca.

Obituary

Alberta Registered music teachers association calgary branch,
CArol Bartel Nickel, corbiel electric ltd., dr. mcneely, janet bolinger memorial,

jim baxter, karen harris, lisa kiernan, magnetsigns strathmore,
marianne pinchbeck, mary mercer memorial, pamela scott,

& Tavia and nolan mckinnon

4

konschuh, merkley, muller & Steeves Families

Mary Mercer Memorial

Carey Rose reps group re/max

final concert sponsor

bravo sponsor

ASB discusses authority to declare 
agricultural disasters
JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

During the April 3 Agriculture Service Board (ABS) meet-
ing, members discussed the delegation of authority for de-
claring agricultural disasters within the county, and the ASB 
bylaw.

“Wheatland County Council and the Agricultural Service 
Board (ASB) recognize the challenges agricultural producers 
may face during certain years of very poor growing condi-
tions,” said George Bloom, agricultural fieldman with Whe-
atland County. “The ASB and council can help bring more 
broad awareness to these challenges through the local decla-
ration of an agricultural disaster.”

During the regular meeting of council, July 4, council dele-
gated the final decision for declaring an agricultural disaster 
for the 2023 growing season to the ASB. 

The following day, during the ASB meeting, a motion was 
passed to make the declaration of an agricultural disaster. 

Bloom noted council has in recent years, typically sought 
the opinion of the ASB, or has delegated authority to it when 
deliberating, and making decisions regarding whether or not 
to declare agricultural disasters. 

An amendment to the ASB bylaw may allow council to 
streamline the process of declaring disasters by allowing the 
ASB an ongoing authority to declare within the county. 

“The recommendation to delegate this authority to the 
ASB is being made under the premise of streamlining the 
associated administrative processes,” said Bloom. “Dele-
gation of this authority does not preclude the ability of 
council to make the decision to declare an agricultural di-
saster should council wish to do so.”

According to legislation dictated in the Municipal Govern-
ment Act, a council may by bylaw delegate any of its po-
wers, duties, or functions under section 2023(1) or any 
other enactment or a bylaw to a council committee or any 
person unless an enactment or bylaw provides otherwise.

From the Alberta Emergency Management Act, “A local 
authority may, at any time when it is satisfied that an emer-
gency exists or may exist in its municipality, by resolution 
or, in the case of the Minister responsible for the Municipal 
Government Act, the Minister responsible for the Special 
Areas Act or a park superintendent of a national park, by 
order, make a declaration of a state of local emergency re-
lating to all or any part of the municipality.”

During the Oct. 4 ASB meeting, the board passed a reso-
lution to direct administration to draft a revision to Bylaw 
2019-19, adding a clause to delegate the authority to the 
Agricultural Service Board to declare Agricultural Disasters 
within Wheatland County.

This draft was to be brought back before the ASB, prior 
to being submitted for consideration before council. 

Declarations of agricultural disasters serve the purpose of 
bringing awareness to issues within the province, though 
they do not trigger a provincial declaration, nor access to 
any funding or support for the issue directly. 

Wheatland County ASB directed Bloom to present a re-
port to Wheatland County council regarding the proposed 
addition to Bylaw 2019-29 to delegate authority to declare 
an agricultural disaster to the ASB.

This report will come forward in a future council meet-
ing. The exact date was not indicated during the ASB meet-
ing.

Mobile mammography 
service to visit 
Strathmore
ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES 

Women ages 45 to 74 – the group most at risk of develo-
ping breast cancer – will have local access to mammography 
services this month when Alberta Health Services’ Screen 
Test program visits Strathmore.  

A mobile mammography trailer will be at the Peavey Mart 
Strathmore, 300 Edgefield Place, on April 8-13 and April 15-
20.

Appointments are required. Residents can book an ap-
pointment or learn more about the program by calling 
1-800-667-0604.

Screen Test is improving access to cancer screening for 
thousands of women in Alberta communities where mam-
mography is not readily available.

A mammogram is an x-ray of the breast and has proven to 
be the most effective way to detect breast cancer. Early de-
tection allows for a greater number of options for treatment 
and a better chance of survival.

Visit https://screeningforlife.ca/breast/screen-test-mobi-
le-clinics/ for more information and a complete listing of 
Screen Test mobile sites.

Alberta Health Services is the provincial health authority 
responsible for planning and delivering health supports and 
services for more than four million adults and children living 

in Alberta. Our 
mission is to pro-
vide a patient-fo-
cused, quality 
health system 
that is accessible 
and sustainable 
for all Albertans. 
Our current fo-
cus is on redu-
cing emergency 
department wait 
times, improving 
EMS response 
times, increasing 
access to sur-
geries, and im-
proving patient 
flow.

CORBIELL, Ronald
Ronald Felix Corbiell, beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather, and friend, 
passed away peacefully on April 3rd, 
2024, in Strathmore, Alberta with 

his wife of 61 years, Bea, at his side. He was born 
on January 10th, 1939, in Calgary, Alberta to loving 
parents who instilled in him a strong work ethic and 
sense of duty towards others.
Ron’s life was defined by his unwavering commit-
ment to his family and community. After marrying 
the love of his life Beatrice (nee Lebel), he devoted 
himself wholeheartedly to providing for and nurturing 
their five sons – Mike (Rhonda), Don, Brian (Michele), 
Allan (Karen) and Patrick (Colleen).
Ron spent his entire life working in the Oil and Gas 
Industry.  He grew up in Cluny before moving to Stan-
dard in 1962.  He was an active member of the com-
munity and always volunteering.  Ron volunteered 
in several areas, but he was especially fond of his 
time spent working with Project H.O.P.E.  In 2015 he 
received the “Dr. Garry McKinnon, Champion of Chil-
dren Award” from Project H.O.P.E.  Ron was a long-
time member of St. Rita’s parish in Rockyford.
Ron was an avid reader and could go through many 
western books in a day.  His other interests includ-
ed the rodeo, coaching hockey, golfing and hunt-
ing.  He was a proud father, grandfather and great-
grandfather.  Ron had a witty sense of humor that 
he has passed on to all his children.  Ron is survived 
by his wife, 5 sons, 11 grandchildren and 1 great-
grandchild.  Ron will forever be missed and so fondly 
remembered.
Ron was pre-deceased by his parents, Armand and 
Amy, and his sister Adele Rougeau.  He is survived by 
his brother Armand (Mary Ellen) Corbiell and brother-
in-law Martial (Carole) Rougeau.
A Funeral Mass will be held on Friday, April 12, 2024, 
at St. Rita’s Parish in Rockyford at 11:00 a.m.  Lunch 
to follow at Rockyford Community Hall.
If friends so desire, donations may be made directly 
to Project H.O.P.E. on their website at www.project-
hope.ca
To send condolences, please visit Ron’s obituary at 
www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca

Obituary

SUDOKU



April 10, 2024 • Strathmore TIMES • Page 11

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

Check us out ONLINE!!Check us out ONLINE!!
www.www.StrathmoStrathmoreTimesreTimes.com.com Like Us Like Us 

on Facebook!on Facebook!

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

McNeill’s Inc.
ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING

Dennis McNeill 
- Master Electrician

403-934-7249 
dennismcneill@shaw.ca

Strathmore, Alberta

www.www.StrathmoreTimesStrathmoreTimes.com.com

Ace Custom 
Sewing.com
Repair & Upholstery
Strathmore AB

Not taking any new clients 
because of medical issues 

until 2024

Business 
FOR SALE
Training Available

For more information
Call Debi 403-901-0342 

or Text 403-324-7710

UPHOLSTERY

ELECTRICAL

RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL – FARM & YARD

BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616
Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca

www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

PRESTON & DYLAN CARL
LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

• Hotwater Tanks • Furnaces
• Renovations • Hydronic Heating
• Service Work • Gas Fitting
• New Construction • Sewer Cleaning/
• Commercial    Sewer Camera

BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BRO-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

OFFICE 403-983-7671  
admin@brotech.ca

Like us on Facebook

PLUMBING & HEATING

DENTURES

Strathmore Denture Clinic StrathmoreDenture

FREE Consultation

CONTACT US 403-902-2228
www.strathmoredentureclinic.com

219C 3rd Avenue, Across from the Post Office

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
Kelly Camden 

403.991.6192
kellycamden@hotmail.com

STRATHMORE’S 
LEADER IN HOME 

Services!

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDSTIMES

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

All Decked Out ABAll Decked Out AB

General ContractingGeneral Contracting

DECKSDECKS
FENCESFENCES

ALUMINUM RAILALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKINGVINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-999-7097  Wes Breault 403-999-7097  
wes@alldeckedoutab.cawes@alldeckedoutab.ca

www.www.alldeckedoutaballdeckedoutab.ca.ca

DENTURES

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca

115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

403-803-4605

REAL ESTATE

PROFESSIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY

HELP WANTED

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach almost 80  weekly 
newspapers. Call NOW for 
details. 1-800-282-6903 Ext 
225; www.awna.com.

BUSINESS OPP

Strathmore & District Curling ClubStrathmore & District Curling Club
Notice of AGMNotice of AGM

Wednesday, April 17, 2024Wednesday, April 17, 2024
7:00 pm (doors open 6:30 pm)7:00 pm (doors open 6:30 pm)

Open to all members and non-membersOpen to all members and non-members

COMING EVENT
FIREARMS WANTED FOR OUR 
2024  AUCTION PROGRAM: 
Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns, 
Antiques, Militaria, Collec-
tions, Estates, Single Items. 
For Auction, or Possible Pur-
chase: Toll-Free 1-800-694-
2609, Email Us at sales@
switzersauction.com  or Visit 
Us @  www.switzersauction.
com.

COMING EVENT

GET YOUR MESSAGE SEEN 
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket 
Classifieds or Value Ads reach 
over 600,000 Alberta readers 
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get 
your message out! Business 
changes, hiring, items for 
sale, cancellations, tenders, 
etc. People are increasingly 
staying home and rely on 
their local newspapers for 
information. KEEP people in 
the loop with our 90 Weekly 
Community Newspapers. 
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now 
or  email classifieds@awna.
com  for details. 1-800-
282-6903, 780-434-8746 
X225. www.awna.com.

HELP WANTED

BARLEY – *NEW-AB Stand-
swell* Smooth AWN, High 
Yielding, Grain and Forage 
Great Lodging Resistance. 
1st NITROGEN USE EFFICIENT 
CEREAL IN CANADA.  OTHER 
BARLEY: Cerveza, CDC Aus-
tenson, CDC Maverick, Esma, 
Sundre.  WHEAT  –  Pintail, 
Forage or Grain.  OATS  –  AC 
Juniper, AC Morgan, AC Mus-
tang, Derby, CDC S01 Super 
Oat.  PEAS  –  Very Early Yel-
low Pea Forage Peas. ALSO 
AVAILABLE: Polish Canola & 
Spring Triticale. mastinseeds.
com; 403-556-2609.

ALBERTA FEED GRAIN: Buying 
Oats, Barley, Wheat, Canola, 
Peas, Screenings, Mixed 
Grains. Dry, Wet, Heated, or 
Spring Thresh. Prompt Pay-
ment. In House Trucks, In 
House Excreta Cleaning. Vac 
Rental. 1-888-483-8789.

WE BUY DAMAGED GRAIN - 
Heated, Mixed, Tough, Light, 
Bugs, Spring Thrashed....Bar-
ley, Wheat, Oats, Peas, Flax, 
Canola. “On Farm Pickup”. 
Westcan Feed & Grain 1-877-
250-5252.

FORAGE SEED FOR SALE: Or-
ganic & conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red Clover, 
Smooth Brome, Meadow 
Brome, Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Star City, SK. 
Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 306-
921-9942.

FEED AND SEED

COLLECTOR/ ENTREPRE-
NEUR PURCHASING COINS & 
COLLECTIONS! CASH PAID! 
ROYAL CANADIAN MINT 
COINS, collections, rare & 
old coins, silver & gold coins, 
jewelry, nuggets, bullion, 
sterling, gold & silver! 250-
864-3521.

WANTED

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions 
causing TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? The Disability 
Tax Credit allows for $3,000 
yearly tax credit and $30,000 
lump sum refund. Take ad-
vantage of this offer. Apply 
NOW; quickest refund Na-
tionwide: Expert help. 1-844-
453-5372.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Why 
suffer employment/licensing 
loss? Travel/business oppor-
tunities? Be embarrassed? 
Think: Criminal Pardon. US 
entry waiver. Record purge. 
File destruction. Free con-
sultation. 1-800-347-2540. 
www.accesslegalmjf.com.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender and 
get quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228; www.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

MISC

3” wide version

3.75” wide version

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

BROAD REACH  at  an  AFFORDABLE PRICE

with a combined 
circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... 

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

$$799799
Advertise 
Province-wide 

plus GSTAsk about the

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225 
email  classifieds@awna.com 
or visit your community newspaper

Ask about the

$$799799Advertise 
Province-wide 

with a combined circulation of 
over 650,000 for only... plus GST

LIVESTOCK

Now hiring 

Cooks 

Please apply in person or 
send resume to:

scurrie@strathmoregolfclub.com

Come join us this Golf Season. 
Now hiring for the 
following positions

F & B Manager
Cooks $17-$24 per hour

Servers
Pro Shop Staff 

Back Shop Attendant
Marshal/Starters

Please apply in person or 
send resume to:

bbassen@strathmoregolfclub.com

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

www.StrathmoreTimes.com
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Upcoming Council Meetings
Committe of the Whole
Regular Meeting of Council
Regular Meeting of Council

Come Say Hi
Hearing from the community is really important to us, so you’re welcome 
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. You do not need to call 
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action. There is ample 
public seating and additional standing room if needed. You can also watch 
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, or catch up later on YouTube.

Trash to Treasure
April 11 to 15, 2024

Heavy Item Garbage
April 15 to 19, 2024
Heavy Item Garbage (HIG) collection returns the 
week of April 15. HIG offers residents the opportunity 
to dispose of large residential waste, and is provided 
in conjunction with your curbside waste collection 
service. If you pay the residential garbage charge on 
your Town of Strathmore utility bill the HIG service is 
available to you.

Place all items at your regular garbage pickup 
location by 7 a.m. on April 15 and affix with an HIG 
sticker. Stickers are available for free at the Strathmore 
Municipal Building but must be picked up prior to April 
15. HIG stickers will not be handed out the week of HIG.

• Washers, dryers, dishwashers, and stoves;
• Furniture (sofas, love seats, tables, chairs,  

dressers etc.;
• Mattresses, bed frames, and box springs;
• Carpet (must be rolled and no longer then 4ft);
• Separated/salvageable metal materials (small 

quantity);
• Small amounts of lumber (4ft length, bundled  

and tied);
• BBQs (propane removed).

Learn more abot HIG or TTT at Strathmore.ca/HIG

Trash to Treasure (TTT) Days encourage residents 
to put any usable items out prior to the Heavy Item 
Garbage collection so others can pick them up and 
give them a new home. This is a great opportunity to 
give unwanted items a new life while keeping them  
out of landfills.

Donators:
• Mark your unwanted but reusable items with an 

HIG tag and place at same location you would 
place items for HIG collection. 

• At the end of the Trash to Treasure Days remove 
any items you want to keep.

• Leave items out that you want collected during  
HIG week.

Collectors:
• Take only items marked with a HIG tag.
• Respect others’ properties.
• Do not discard unwanted items on another 

resident’s lawn.

Hazard Reduction Burning

We’ve recently finalized Strathmore’s 
Hazard Reduction Burn Plan. This plan 
aims to assess grassland fuels on 
the landscape within the community, 
identify locations of high fire risk 
based on predicted fire behaviour, 
and prioritize and prescribe these 
areas for hazard reduction burning. 
Through this process, selected 
regions within town will undergo 
hazard-reduction burning treatment 
in March. This process will reduce 
the risk of wildfire, reduce the 
number of nuisance fires, and better 
prepare the community in the event 
of an approaching wildfire on the 
landscape.

Learn more about the plan 
at Strathmore.ca/HazardReduction

Bylaw #24-03
Staff received an application for a land use re-designation 
(Bylaw No. 24-03) of 15 Bayside Place (Lot 1, Block 15, Plan 
781 0935) by the Town on December 21, 2023. The proposed 
re-designation aims to permit the construction of two 
apartment buildings comprising 54 apartments and a 
Childcare Facility at 15 Bayside Place in Strathmore.

Public Hearing Process
A copy of the proposed bylaw can be found on the Town’s 
website at Strathmore.ca/PublicHearing or may be inspected 
by the public during regular office hours, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday to Friday at the Strathmore Municipal Building (1 
Parklane Drive, Strathmore, AB). 

The Public Hearing will be held via ZOOM AND in Council 
Chambers at the Strathmore Municipal Building on 
Wednesday, May 1, 2024, commencing at 6 p.m. with 
procedures in accordance with the Municipal Government 
Act, Section 199 and the Town of Strathmore Council 
Procedural Bylaw #23-17 and amendments thereto. 

Any person or group of persons, or person acting on 
someone’s behalf, who claims to be affected by any or all 
of the proposed by-law, may present their concerns and/or 
suggestions by making a submission at the public hearing. 
Please contact Legislative Services by email at lsadmin@
strathmore.ca no later than noon on Wednesday, April 24, 
2024, in order to register to speak at the public hearing.

Written submissions to the Public Hearing or the name of any 
person wishing to make an oral presentation at the Public 
Hearing must be received by the Planning and Development 
Department prior to noon on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 as 
outlined in Bylaw #23-17 and amendments thereto.  If your 
written submission is not received by this time, please provide 
fifteen (15) copies for distribution at the Public Hearing.  Each 
person wishing to address Council at the Public Hearing shall 
complete their verbal presentation within three minutes.  

Please note that written submissions will become public 
documents once submitted to the Town, unless otherwise 
requested.

Please contact Legislative Services at 403-934-3133 prior to 
attending a Public Hearing to determine the order of Bylaw 
presentations in the Council Agenda to ensure efficient use of 
your time.

Centennial Dr.

Thom
as Dr.

Lot 1, Block 15, Plan 781 0935
(15 Bayside Place)

Purpose: to permit the construction of two apartment 
buildings and a childcare facility.1.

Land Use Ammendment

Upcoming Public Hearing

Customer Inquiry Period
The Customer Inquiry Period is an important time for property owners to check, compare, and 
review their assessment for accuracy, fairness, and equity. When you receive your notice:

1. Review the details on your assessment notice.
2. Check what makes up your property’s assessment value and compare it with similar 

properties in your neighbourhood using Strathmore.ca/PropertySearch
3. Contact the Town’s assessor, Wildrose Assessment Services, for one-on-one support by 

calling 403-343-3357. Their property assessment experts can answer most assessment-
related questions—with no formal complaint fees required. To help address concerns 
please have your latest assessment notice in front of you with the account number and 
valuation group information ready.

4. If you still disagree with your property’s assessment, you can file a formal complaint with 
the Assessment Review Board by the deadline stated on your latest property assessment 
notice. You can find information on this process by visiting Strathmore.ca/Assessment

Notices mailed: February 15, 2024
7-days for receipt: February 21, 2024
Appeal deadline: April 23, 2024 (60-days after receipt)

Contact
Wildrose Assessment Services: 403-343-3357

For more information visit Strathmore.ca/Assessment

Important 
dates

2023/2024

Property Assessments


